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To Mr. John Robinson, of Hinckley. 

My good Friend, 

TO what Patron is this Hiftory intended to be inferibed, is a 
queftion you very naturally have aiked me : but I lee not that 
any Dedication is neceflary. If it were, I Ihould perhaps, when 
treating of Local Antiquities, look up- either to the Society of Anti- 
quaries of London, to whom I can boaft of a profeflional relation ; or 
to that of Edinburgh, which has done me the honour to enroll my 
name amongft its Correfponding Members. But my refearches, whilft 
they have convinced me that there is fcarcely a Village in the King- 
dom but could furnifh materials for the Hirtorian, either as having been 
the feat of a battle, the peaceful refidence of fome religious lbciety, 
the birth-place of an eminent individual, or for fome event which pofte- 
rity would wifli to know, have led me to more ambitious views. 

When I contemplate the dignity fuftained by a Town which far nulled the 
Kingdom with an Hereditary Lord High Steward, I am naturally 
led to confideT the prefent amiable Representative of fo high an Ho- 
nour, the Sovereign of the Britilh Empire. To HIM, therefore, to the 
Father of his People, as Hereditary Baron of Hinckley, 1 have 
every inclination to offer up this humble tribute of dutiful refpeel, but 
have not the prefumption to requeft the neceflary pemihTior. 

•\ As a hearty Well-wimer to the profperity of your native Town; 
ff you will live, I hope, to fee it reftored to no fmall portion of its prirai- 
=5 tivc fplendoar. Whilft there are fo many blcenaiug Branches of tlie 

Royal Stem, we may indulge the pleafing cxpcclation of feeing the 
^ Barony revived in the perfon of a Prince, and this ancient and loyal 

Borough again dtftinguiuSed by the privilege of fending Repreieutatives 
1 to the Great Council of the Nation. 

b a For 
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For the active part you have taken in this Hiftqry, accept my beft thanks. 
The reader will eafily perceive the advantages it has received from y.Qiir 
accurate drawings and judicious communications. 



I am Sir, with great truth, 

Your obliged and faithful friend, 



Nov. j, 1.782. 



J. NICHOJLS. 



References to the Pi.ak of Hikcklet. 



Tht Church. 



1- Prefb) tirian Meeting Houfc. 

3. tjuaKw* Meeting Houlc. 

4. Independent Meeting HnufcT" 



<. Reman Catholic Chapel 



i». Cherry Orchard. 

19, Gardens pl.inicJ with Fruit Treci. 

ao. Hum'* Bowling Utccn. 

r The Canalv 

at. j- 



fe. AKllu>dift Meeting Hotilc 

7. The Ancient Pnorv, or H^U Hcufe. 

8. The Vicarage. 

0. Town Hal!. ~ 
10. The Round Hill. 
Free School" 



2X. The Repofunry for llic Fire Engine;. 
14. G^nien* planted with ¥t\M i rcct. 
tc. Well \..wT. 

^ The Horfcpoolt. 



i-i 



j 1. The Houfc of William Hurrt, Efij., on the Spot 

where the Ancient Cattle flood. 
1 }. The Canal at the Foot of the Hill. 



•-<)■ 



1'infnlH. 

DuJcc'c I-anc. 
WcftminftcT Yard. 



B ti i 1 d 1 n 14 flniclc b> l.it;htriiii^ (lien, S<)T 



j 1. PjmITi W nrV hniHt . 



it. Mt. Nichfil.Ts Hum's bummer Houfc 
16. SerrLiitinc Garden, where, under the Summer 
Honk, i> a fubterrancout railage. 



17. The Lover*' Walk. 



Houfc of Correction. 
Mi, Roh:n(un's Houfc. where the Aftronomical 

Olitrruatmni wen made. 
Ncv. Mahocltl't iMecting-houfe, now building 
(»78* J- ~ 



The variation of the magnetic needle from the meridian at Hinckley, the hegimuag of 1 78*, 16° 50' Weft. 
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HISTORY 
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HINCKLEY. 

' ■ . . ■ 

HINCKLEY*, the fecond market-town in the county of 
Leicefter, is part of the hundred of Sparkenhoe, and is 
fituated (according to accurate aftronomical obfervations made on 
the fpot by Mr. John Robinfon) in latitude 5 2°. 32'. 46". The 
difference between its meridian and that of the Royal Obfervatory 
at Greenwich is 5'. 31". of time to the weft, and therefore its 
longitude is i°. 22'. 45". Weft of Greenwich. 

The parifh, including its dependent villages of Stoke Golding, 
Dadlingtoriy and Wykin y and the little hamlet of Tie Hide (each of 
which will be particularly treated of hereafter) is of very confi- 
derable extent. It is bounded on the Eaft by Barwell and Bur- 
bach ; on the Weft by Nuneaton and Higham ; on the North by 
Stapleton and Barwell ; and on the South by Burbach and Sketchley . 

The town, which is built on riling ground, ftands nearly up- 
on the borders of Warwickfliire, from which county this part of 
Leicefterfhire is (eparated by the Watlingftreet road. The en- 
trance from the Coventry road is the lowell part of the town ; 
and from thence, to the other extremes of Bond End t and Cattle 
Streets, the rifings are confiderable; and thefe ftreets enjoy a pure 
and healthful air J. 

* A fpecimen of the various modes in which this name was anticntly . fpelt nay 
be feen in the lift of Priors, p. 31. 31. The word is mod probably derifed from 
the name of Hinek, fome Saxon proprietor, and ley, a field.-— Two final! ftreets in 
Birmingham are known by the names of The Old Hinckley and The New Hinckley. 
In one of thefe, till 1730, the only theatre of that town was fituated. 0 , „ 

•f Latitude obferved at the church, which is theSouth part of Hinckley, $t 32 37 

at the Bond End, the North part of the town, 5s 3a 55 

Mean, as above, 52 3a 46 

Thefe obfervations haw been confirmed by the remarks of the Re*. W. Kudlam. 

X It is fomewhat remarkable that, notwith (landing the populoufnefs of the town, 
eight weeks have elapfcd (from Oft. to, to Dec. 6, 1781) without a finglc funeral. 

B The 
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The limits of what is now called The Bprough, were in its ear- 
ly days thofe of the town ; from which the Cburcb flood at fome 
diftance, and the Cajlle (then the rnanlion of its lord) ftill far- 
ther. Tbe Bond End (at firft confining of only a few ftraggling 
houfes, or rather huts *) in time became a ftreet ; and was fuc- 
ceeded by Tbe Cajlle End, tbe Stocken Head, and Tbe Duck Paddle. 

Hinckley is in the high road from Leicefter to Coventry, from 
each of which towns it is diftant about thirteen miles, five frpm 
Cleybrook +, and eleven from Lutterworth, through which two 

- •* laft. 

* " Thcfc were built of timber, the interftices wattled with flicks, and pVailtcred - 
u with mud, ; covered with tliatqh, bo:-nls, or .fods, nunc ot them higher, than the 
" ground Aory the meaner fort only one room, which ferved for three ufes, ftiop, 
" kitchen, and" lodging-room j the door for two, it admitted the people and -the 
" light. The better fort had two rooms, and fome three, for work, for tfic kitchen, and 1 
14 forTeft, all three in a line, and fometimes all fronting the ftreet." I have given 'ibis 
defcription very nearly in the words of Mr. Hutton, in his newly- publilbcd Hiflory 
of Birmingham i and cannot but obferve, that there is a remarkable coincidence in 1 
the early hiftory of the two towns, though Birraipghanv, once much inferior in cpn» 
fcqucncc to Hinckley, has now eot infinitely beyond it in the .fcale of wealth and. 
commerce- The 1 hbllow roads round both towns art equal proofs of the antiquity 
of each. ; " Sointfof thefe,'' fays Mr. Hutton, " no doubti were formed by the 
" fpadc, to foftcn the fatigue of cljmbtng the bill ; but .many were owing to. the 
" pure efforts of time, the horfe, and the Aiowers. One of thefe fubtcrrancous 
*' palfages, in part filled up, will Convey its name to pofterity in i hat of a Areet 
".called Hollvway Head. Dale End, once a deep road,, has the fame derivation. 
" But the molt fiogular \s that between ,Derjiend ,and Camp hill, in . the way to 
"Stratford, which is e.ven now many yards below the banks ; yet the feniors of' 
" the lift age took a pleafure in telling as they, could remember when it would 
" have b"ried a waggon-load of hay beneath its prefent lurface." Can any inha- 
bitant of Hinckley uefire a more faithful picture of The Bond End? 1 appeal alio 
to the memories of living perfons, whether Tbt Stocktn Head was not the counterpart 
of The Holloway Head at Birmingham ; and am not afraid of being contradicted 
when I aflert that Tbe Cajlle End was once a hollow road, fiUcd up, like Dale En J, 
as. trade and population have increafed. The Duck Paddle Ifkcwife of Hinckley, hits 
more than an accidental rcfemblance of The Digbetb or Duck's Bath of Birmingham. 

f The Venond, undoubtedly, of the Itinerary of Antoninus, near which,, at High- 
C> e/s((ce p. 121.), two Roman roads, the Wailing firett and the Fefi, interleft each 
other J. Burton mentions feveral coins having been found near ^his crols. Dr. Stuke- 
Icy lays, Mt.;Lee || of Leicefter had a Roman urn, found here, 171 7. In digging for 
a vault in the church for Baul earl of Denbigh, they met with a do2cn urr.s covered 
widi Roman bricks. Foundations of houfes have been frequently dug up along the 

♦ Wailing firtti riles near Doter, and', nmnir.g North Weft through London, Alhcrftonc, and Shrcp. 
ft.irc, in the neighbourhood of Chcftcr, ends in the Ir.fli Tea. The Ft/s begins in Dcvonlhirc, extendi South 
i.aft thtPtifi- Lcictflerihire, {oiitmuing k» courfe through LiruolnfliBe, to the verge of the German ocean. 

fj Tliurn;Ul.ec, an mgeniout antfciuaiy, aSid coJUfloi'of curioflticj. ffe died in I77&, a^cd 72. 

Arccr, 
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] aft-mentioned towns the direct road to London is one hundred 
miles *. 

At the grand furvey +, begun by direction of William the Con- 
queror in 1080, and completed in 1086, Hincbelie was reported as 
part of the pofleflions of Comes Albericus [Aubrey de Verc, lord 
high -chamberlain], in the wapentake (or hundred) of GutlaciJlon%. 

After 

ftreet, all the way to Claybrook. Much eubulus grows here, fought for in curing 
dropfies. 

* This road, " from Ca Ale-Street, at the of the town of Hinckley, to Lutter- 
" worth town's end," was amended, widened, and directed to be kept in repair, by 
an act of parliament pafled March 24, 1 762. — An aft had been pafled in 1760, for 
repairing the roads from Duck Paddle Street in the town of Hinckley, through Of- 
bafton, Nelftoo, Ibftock, &c. to Derby. 

•f- " The king fent his fcrvants throughout all England, with power to enquire 
" how many hundreds were contained in each county, what lands and flocks in it 
" belonged to the king, and what fubfidy it ought to pay yearly. He alfo autho- 
u rized them to take an account how much land belonged to the archbilhops, bi- 
" fliops, abbats, and carls, and in Ihort what lands and flocks belonged to each 
" Englifliman, and the value thereof in money. He ordered them to furvey the 
" lands fo diligently, that there mould not be a hide, nor even a yard of land, nor 
" indeed, which is fhameful to mention, though he was not aOiamed to caufc it to 
" be done, an ox or a cow omitted, but what fliould be brought into the accounts, 
" and delivered to him in writing." Saxon Chronicle, ann. 1085, p. 186. 

X Whence the hundred of Sparkenhoe was fubdivided by Edward the Third, in 
j 347, for the more fpeedy collecling of an aid levied for making his fon the Black 
Prince a knight. Among the Harlcian MSS. N° 6700, I find the " Auxilia in co- 
" mitatu Leiccftrix, Domino Regi Edwardo conceffa, ad primogenitum filium fuum 
" miliiera faciendum, anno regno xx', A. D. 1347." In that remarkable levy, oc- 
curs this entry : 



Procuracoes. Taxacoes. Dcnar* Patron'. Penf* 

Sti Petri. Abbas de 
vti s vi tl ob q. Ixiii mar*, vs. vs. Lira Kct ... 

in ^pprios 



Hinckley, 
Stoke, 

Dadeliogton, 
Wychcne, 

Vicar', ix mar*. ufus. 

In rclpeft to ecclcfiaftical jurifdiclion, the deanry of Sparkenhoe is of much older date, 
being mentioned in the Matriculus of 1220, preferred among the Cotton MSS. in the 
Britilh Mufeum,and tranferibed in our Appendix; and again in the Valor of Pope Ni- 
cholas IV. who granted the tenths of all eccleftaftical benefices to the King for fix years, 
towardsdefrayingthcexpencesof an expedition to the Holy Land; and, that they might 
be collected to their full value, a new taxation by the king's precept was begun in the 
year 1288, and finilhcd 1291, by the bifliopsof Lincoln and VVinchcfter ; according- 

B 2 iy 
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4 HISTORY OF TFTE TOWN" 

After an enumeration of feveral other lands of Earl * Aubrey m 
that wapentake, the record proceeds +, 

IdD.Co.tenuit Hincuf.uk .Ibi st.xmi .car tras.In 
■ i 

dnio st . 1 1 u . car . 7 vm . Servi . 7 xli t . uifli cu .oevi . bord. . 

_ i i 

7 in. (bciiis bnt.ix.car 7 dim. Ibi ptu.vi . in lg. 
7 in .fj| lat. Silua.i ..leu Ig. 7 ni.u^ lat. 
Valuit . vi . lib .Modo . x . lib. 

In Englifh thus, 
The fame Earl held Hinchelie. In that place are xiv carucates*. 
In thelordfhip are iv carucates; and vm fervants^andxLii villans ||, 

ro wliich, all church dignities and benefices were afterwards rated, and in many rc- 
ljicfls are valued at this day. The " Summa Taxaeois decanatus de SpA*KJ!.N»oii" 
(taken in 1 290, when Oliver [Sutton] wasbifliop of Lincoln) was mxi II. n s. . 
tif which the proportions of the following towns flood thus : 

Ecclefia de Ajicm t xx mar*. 

Ecclefia de Harwell, xxxvi mar' us. lid. 

Ecclefia de Higbam per penf\' xxn mar'. 

PenP abb* de Lyra in cadena, m mar'. 

Ecclefia de Hjnieley, 1 .„.„„,. 

Cap. Stoke, Haddington, hWjcbenc t J LXUI mar - 

Vicar' ejufdem, ix, mar'. . 

The abbats of Lira were patrons of the churches of Afton y Bittejwell, Drayton, 
Hig'am, and Sibbejlon; and had annual pennons from each. The original Valor 
whence the above Aims are extrafted (p. .75. b.) is preferved among the Har- 
Veian MSS. N # 591. Of Pope Nicholas' Taxation-books, other originals are known 
to be extant ; one ar the Tower, another among the archives of the dean and chapter 
Canterbury, ami another in the Bodleian Library. 

* Whence Aubrey had his title of earl does rot appear, for that of Oxford was 
firfl enjoyed by his graodlbn, and Dugdale difpuccs his being earl of Ghimcs in 
France. Bar. 1. 188. f Folio 231. b. col. 1. 

J So called from caruca, a plough. A carucate is that quantity of land which is 
fufiicient to employ one plough. It is generally fuppofed to contain 120 acres, but 
fometrmes only 60. In Leiccfterfliirc 12 carucates (in fome other counties 18) 
Wire a hide; and 48 carucates a knight's fee. 

|| Villains, though above the rank of fervants, held their lands by tenure, and all 
their property was at the will of the lord. Some judgement may be formed of their 
condition by a reference to Plac coram Rege apud 1'ortcfmuth, Trinit. anno f Rege 
Jotiis, Ror. 6. where the abbat of Waltham maintains " that John le Tanur is his 
" villain, having been purctufed by Walter his prcdcccflbr for fixty fliillings." 

3 with 
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AND PARISH OF HINCKLEY. 5 

with xvi bordarers*, and 11 1 fochment, have ix carucates and 
a half. Meadow land vi furlongs in length, and in furlongs in 
breadth. Wood 1 league]: in length, and 111 furlongs in breadth. 
It was worth [in the time of Edward the Confeflbr] vi pounds; 
now x pounds ||. 

The moitconfiderable land-holder in the county appears to have 
been Sir Hugh de Grentemaisnel (thefecond fon of a potent 
Norman baron), who came over in the train of the Conqueror in 
1066; and fo valiantly behaved himfelf, that the king not only- 
rewarded him with many lordfhips in various counties §, but in 
two years after conftituted him one of the afliitants to Odo bifhop 
of Bayenx and William Fitz-OIborn in the adminiftration of 
juftice throughout the whole kingdom ; made him governor of 
Hampfhire in 1069; and upon the fettling of fuch garrifons as 
were thought fit to keep the fubdued Englilh in awe, he had Lei- 
cefter committed to his charge, being alfo made fheriff of the 

* The Bordarers were peafants, bufbandmen, or cottagers; the conditions of wbofe 
tenure were, to fupply the lord's table with finall pro vi lions, and to perform his do- 
mcftic work, or even any lower offices he might require. 

-f The focmen were properly free tenants, deriving great privileges and immu- 
nities from the nature of their tenure. 

X Leuva, in the original, is a corruption of the Latin Leuca, which is tbree miles, . 
and feems to be the extent of the parifh on the South fide adjoining to Burbach ; that 
is, from the Watliog-ftreet to the Lutterworth road, which probably was the 
wood in queftion, and out of part thereof baron Hugo formed his park. The 
< Thorney- crafts, Eaft Woods, Out Woods, and Stocken, will nearly £bew the true 
fituation of the wood. A leuva is by fame faid to have contained 1 500 paces, by 
others 2000. In the Monafticon, vol. I. p.«?i3» it is 480 perches. 

|| A pound in that age contained three times the weight of filver that it docs at 
prefent ; and the fame weight of filver, by the moft probable computation, would 
purchafe ten times more of the neceffaries of life. Ten pounds, therefore, were equi • 
valent to three hundred. 

§ In Northamptonfhire, it appears by Domefday-book, he had twenty lordfhips; 
in Bedfordfhire four, in Glouccftcrfhire five, in Hertfordshire one, in Suffolk one, in 
Nottinghamfhire one, in Warwickshire five, and in Leicefterfhirc fixty-lcven. He 
had alfo the manor of Lippard in. Worccftcrlbire, which he held of the church of 
St. Mary to Worcefler. 

county ; 
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county ; and, befides thefe great trufts, the king richly married him 
to Adeliza, a great inheritrix of noble family, and at the folemni- 
* zation thereof bcftowcd on him the honourable office of Lord 
High Steward* of England (or Viceroy, for fo the word fignifies 
in the Saxon), the firtt great officer of the crown, and then for 
the firft time made hereditary + in the family of Grentemaifnel. 
Either as part of the dower of his lady J, or perhaps by the for- 
tune of the field, or even by exchange or purchase (for it appears 
by Domefday that he had then been lately a purchafer), he added 
the honor or barony of Hinckley to his other large pofleffions. 

In 1079 he was one of the nobles who by earned fuit en- 
deavoured a reconciliation from the king to his fon Robert Curt- 
hofe. But in 1088, the firft year of the reign of Rufus ||, this 
haughty Norman lord, in confederacy with many of his country- 
men, appeared in arms againft their fovereign, and over-ran the 
counties of Leicefter and Norfolk. By the fpirited conduct of Ru- 
fus, this infurrection was fpeedily quelled; and Grentemaifnel, 
after fuitable conceffions, was taken into Hill greater favour, 
and became afterwards one of the molt itrcnuous oppofers of 
Curthofe. 

With a liberality proportionate to his more than princely for- 
tune, he erected a ftately caftle,laid out a beautiful park, andcaufed 

* Of this important office a more particular account fhall be given in the Ap- 
pendix. 

-f- No more than two lords occur in our hiftorians, as having held this office ear- 
lier; Houclin was Steward to Edward the Coofeflbr; and William Fitz-Osborn, 
who had been created carl of Hereford and lord of Wight in 1066, was made Lord 
Hijih Steward in '1067. He married, 1. Adeliza daughter of Roger de Toney, 
irandard-lxrarer of Normandy; 2. Richildis, daughter and hcirefs of Hcnault; and 
died in 1072. The baron of Hinckley fucceeded him in the office of High-Steward. 

X Adeliza uxor Hugonis de Grentemaifnel occurs in Domefday as a landholder 
in the counties of Leicester, Warwick, Bedford, and Hertford. 

|| " Hufode Grente Maifnclo Legerceftria; provinciam, Rogcrus Bigot Eftang- 
" ham depr;» dati funt." Diceto, inter X Script, col. 490. — " Uogcrius Bigod apud 
" Norwich, & Hugo dc Grctitcmcifnil apud Lcgiccftrc, l'uisquifque partibus rapioas 

urgebant." W. Maluub. lib. iv. p. 68. 

the 
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the parifti church to be built, the appropriation of which he 
granted to the abbey of Lira in Normandy; for whom he 
alfo founded* an alien priory +, or rather a cell, of two Benedictine 
monks, and creeled a large and convenientahoufe for their recep- 
tion, on the fcite where the prefent hall-Soufc (reprcfented in 
plate II.) was afterwards built. 

At the clofe of his life, being aged and infirm, he took upon 
him in 1094 the habit of a monk at St. EbrulPs abbey in Nor- 
mandy, which he had reftoredj; and dying fix days after, viz. 
8 kal. Martii, was honourably buried in the chapter-houfe U, with 
this epitaph r 

" Ecce fiib hoc tumulo requiefcit ftrenuus Hugo r 
" Qui viguit multos multa probitate per annos m r 
u Manfio Grentonis menilio dicitur ejus, 
<* Unde fuit cognomen ei multis bene notum. 
" Guillelmi fortis Anglorum tempore Regis, 
" Inter praecipuos magnates is claruit hcros: 

1 

* By Tanner, in his Notiiia, Robert de Blanchmaines is faid to have been the 
founder; by Dugdale, in his Baronage, toI. I. p. 86. the honour of it is given to 
Boflu his father; the Matriculusof 1 220 afcribes it to Will. fii. Ofberti. Tanne* 
lias very properly (hewn the improbability of Dugdale's fuppofition, though it ap- 
pears that in other refpe&s he was a benefactor to Lira. The Earl of Hereford was 
the original founder of the Abbey of Lira, not of its appendages in England. 
Blanchmaines, who married the daughter of a fucceeding baron of Hinckley, might 
poffibly confirm the donation ; which indeed was frequently confirmed by fucceed- 
ing earls of Lciceftcr. 

-f- An ingenious gentleman has obferved to me, that " it certainly was, and ought 
u to be called, a priory, for which reafon there muft be abfolutcly three monks, the 
" prior and two others, becauic three religious perfons, and not lefs, form a choir. 
" The profits of Wychen were to maintain two monks, and others the mmifters of 
** the church, and to exercifc hofpitality, which makes me think there were at lealt 
" fiot refiding in the priory, and the chaplains of Stoke and Dadlington fubjefl to 
« them.' 

X To the monks of Thorney in Cambridgcfliire he had alfo given one yard, land 
in Wcnge. 

U Dugd. Bar. 1. 42 5. Sc aut. ibi cit. 

« Militia 
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xi Militia fortis fuit 8c virtute fidelis, 
" Hoftibus horribilis, 8c Amicis tutus herilis ; 
u Sumtibus Officiis augens, 8c pinguibus Armis, 
•* Coenobium Sancti multum provexit Ebrulfi, 

" Dam Cathedram San&i cdebrabat plebs pia Petri, 
" Occidit emeritus, habitu Monachi trabeatus, 
" Ecclefiae cultor, largus dator, 8c revelator, 
" Blandus egenorum lxtentur in arce polorum. Amen? 
Hugh had iflue five fons and three daughters: Robert ', who 
furvived him 28 years, but died, we are told, without iflue; 
William^ a perfon of great confequence in the court of William 
Rufus, died in Apulia; Hugh died young; Tvo enjoyed his father's 
pofleflions in England, but engaging in a confpiracy againft 
Henry I. in behalf of Robert Gurthofe, was difgraced and fined, 
and being unable to reinftate himfelf in Henry's favour, he mort- 
gaged his lands to the earl of Mellent, and undertook a journey to 
the Holy Land, but died by the way. It was previoufly fettled 
that his fon Yvo mould marry the daughter of the earl of War- 
wick, and redeem the eftate. Hugh's fifth fon named Alberic was 
firft a fchoiar, and then a foldier*. 

Of Hugh's daughters, Adeline married Roger de Ibrei ; Hawife 
died unmarried ; Roifia was the wife of Robert de Curci ; Maud of 
Hugh de Montpincon; Agnes of William de Say; and Hawife 
<lied finglet. 

• From Hugh's fon Yvo defcended another Hugh % de Grentetnaif- 
tietj who had, itfeems, great part of his anceftor's pofleflions reftored 
to him, viz. the honor of Hinckley, and the high-ftewardfhip of Eng- 
land. This Hugh had iflue two daughters, coheirefies ; of whom Po 

* Dugd. Bar. I.425. 

f In a pedigree of this noble family preferved in the Britifh Mufcura (Harl. MSS. 
6160. fol. 17. b.)thcy are called " Earls of Lciccfter and Hinckley." 

X This Hugh and his grandfather arc confounded by alraoft ajl the old hiftorians. 

tronilla 
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to Robert de Bellomont furnamed Blanchmaincs, 
«arl of Leiceftert, grandfon to Robert de Mellent, brought to her 
hufband the high-ftewardfhip and barony \. Her fitter Mice was 
married to Roger Bigot, father of Hugh, created earl of Norfolk 
in 1135. 

* In a MS. written 1578 by Robert Cook Clarencieux, in Emanuel college li- 
brary, and by another, a copy of it, written in 1 589, in the pofleffion of the Ret. 
Mr. Cole of Milton, it is laid, that " Geoffrey earl of Hinckley was fo created by 
*' William Rofas, of whom defcended Hugh Grauntmaines earl of Hinckley, and 
*« lord fteward of England, whofe daughter and heir called Perncll was married to 
M Robert Beaumont third eftrl of Leicefter, who, in her right, was lord Reward of 
?5 England." He gave for arms, Gules, a Pale, Or. Brook's Catalogue, 1622, 
p. at a. fays, Pernell was daughter of Hugh 'Grcntmaifnel. 

' f'hdfame Ralph Bro6k fays, That Robert de Bellomont or Beaumont, third earl 
of Leicefter, was called Hla ni btnaines, from his white hinds: but query, if this title 
•df Blanchmames may not rather be derived from the white fcurf of the leprofy (fheo 
rnoft common in Trance and -England), tharf from the beauty of his hands.' cTpfc- 
cially as his fon William Was f6infe&cd with that malady, that be founded an hof» 
pital for it in Leicefter. .{Mr. Cole's MSS. vol. XXI. p. a 18.) And more efpecially 
if we confider, that thefe fobriqucrs, 1 or furnamcs, fo common in thefe times, were 
often impofed on imperfeclions or deformities; as William the Ballard, Robert 
BoiTu earl of Leicefter, fo named, no doubt, from his crooked make, and many others 
eafy to be named if requrfite : 'Edmutod Crouchback, Henry Torto-Colb (Wryneck) 
duke of Lane a Iter. 

* The mention of this hofpital," fays Mr. Cole, to whom I owe this note, " remind* 
** me of a particular which may be thought curious. Mr. Freeman, an ingenious 
** painter of Cambridge in 1776, brought metheimprcftionof thefeal ofthis hofpital, 
** the original bra is feal being then lately found at Saffron- Wald en in Efl'ex. It is of an 
" 6val form of three inches depth, having the full figure of St. Leonard dreffed as an 
** abbat, mih a (hart tquab mitre on his head, a erofier in his left hand, a book in 
** his right, and a pah* of rn articles or collar, and chains hanged from them t o cxprefir 
* 4 the nature of his charitable employment in redeeming captives. Under an arch 

,** below his feet is the half figure of one of the brethren of the hofpital pray ing to 
M fcim. The faint Rands under a beautiful Gothic canopy, and the whole is fur- 
,4 rounded with thistegend in fmaU Gothic characters: . 

B»i&tfltf tortfiftie .^.agtlfif JTWUtti ptofoftar ac'c Lrona?wi Icccttye* ' 

" This hofpital at the riiltblution fcll'Tnto'the hands of a pcriun whofe name was 1 Cat-. 
" lyn. Now. on a family of that name has long been fettled at Walden, it is not im-' 
11 probable thai the feal and writings have been in that family, and the fcal occa-, 
*• fionally loft in that .place." • 

t ihigi. \b, * ;: . : w. ib. 

1,.., G •' ,/ Robert 
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Robert Blanchmaines, carl of Leicefter, fon of Robert Bof- 
fu, and grandfon of Robert earl of Mellent and Leicefter, was. 
the tjun who laid his daring hand on his fword, and offered 
to draw with the purpofe to have muck his fovereign king 
Henry the Second, but was withheld from the attempt. He ad- 
hered to prince Henry in his rebellion againft his father Henry If. 
for which his town of Leicefter was taken and nearly deftroyed*, 
and himfelf and countefs coming from France with troops to re- 
venge his lois, were defeated and made prifoners 1 173. After a 
confinement of four years, he was reftored 1 177 to all his lands 
in England and France, except the caftles of Montforel in the 
former, and Pavy in the latter. He furvived Henry II. and was 
in great favour with Richard I. and dying 11 90 on his return 
from pilgrimage to Jerufalem, at Duras (the ancient Dyrrhachi- 
um), was there buried t. He left three fbns: 1. Robert Fitz-Parne/, 
who fuccceded him. 2. Roger bifliop of St. Andrews in Scotland J. 

3. Willi am 

* " The plan of leicefter, as it flood before this grand demolition, is eafily 
" to be traced. In the heart of the town, 00 each fide the principal ft reef, are a 
** number of large orchards; feparated not with one common fence as ufual, but 
*• a double fence; a wall belonging to each, with public ways between the two 
" walls, called Back-Lanes. Thefe Back- Lanes w ere manifestly the ftrcets, and the 
** orchards the fite of houfes and yards deftroyed, and never fince re-built. The 
" traces of the town-wall and ditch are in many places plainly to be feen. Dr. 
" Stukeley's plan of Roman Leicefter is fuppofed to be a mecr figment. There 
*' are veftiges of two Roman works, and no more; the mount near the river 
" (as was their cuftom), and the ruins of a bath near St. Nicholas's church. Two 
'* teflelated pavements have been found there; the lateft and largeft about 1750." 
Mr. Ludlam, MS.— To which may be added the Temple of Janus (feeStukelcy 
It. Cur. vol. I. pi. 55.) now called Jewry Wall, in the place known by the name of 
" Holy Bones v" of which a good reprefentation is given by Throft>y, from a draw- 
ing of my ingenious young friend Mr. W. Bafs, to whom the prefent little work is 
indebted for part of its cmbelliftiments. 

f His bcnefaclions to Lira appear in the Appendix, N° IV. and V. ; thofe of his 
father Robert Boffu in N° 111. and V. 

t His couftn William king of Scotland preferred him to be Lord High Chan- 
cellor of his kingdom, and he was confecrated bilhop of St* Andrew's 1 198. He 
6 died 
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3. WiUham de J?r//o//b«, a leper, founder of St. Leonard's hofpital 
at Leicefteri and two daughters, 1. Amicia y married to Simortde 
Montfort ; and 2 . Margaret^ to Saher de Quincy +. . i 

Robert FItz Parnel defended Normandy from the inroads of 
the king of France during the captivity of Richard I. King John 
gave him all Richmondfhire ; and he was alfo made earl of 
Maflonia in Sicily. He died after his return from the Holy 
Land, 1 204, and was buried before the high altar at Leicefter 
abbey J. Leaving no iflue by his wife Lauretta, daughter of Wil- 
liam de Braiofe, lord of Bramber in Suflex, his inheritance was di- 
vided between his two fillers Amicia and Margaret; Anuria, as 
«Jdeft filler, retained as her moiety fuch lands as were iituated in the 
county of Leicefter, and with them the honor of Hinckley, and 
the high ftewardftiip which was not partable. The office was 
executed jure uxorii by Simon de Montfort; who, being created 
earl of Leicefter in 1206, became pofTefXcd both of the honor 
and high-ftewardihip plena jure\\. But taking part .with the /French 
againft king John, he was dripped of his honours and eftates; 
and banimed ; and 2 or 3 Henry III. loft his life at the fiege of 
Touloufe under Lewis king of France His eftates were given 
to Randolph earl of Chefter ; but the high-ftewardlhip the king 
retained in his own hands, as annexed to the crown by forfeiture. 
" Now doth the power of the fenefcalcy," fays an ancient writer §, 
" fuffer an eclipfe, by being overlhadowed by the royal mantle ot 

died 1 202, and was buried in the church of St. Rule. Keith'* Cat. of Scotch bi- 
fhops, p. 9. & aut. ibi. cit. 

* It appears by the Appendix N° VI. that Petronella countefs of Leicefter gave 
to the abbey of Lyra an annual penfion of eleven millings, out of her mills de Britelio, 
to celebrate the anni?erfary of her fon William. 

f Dugd. I. 87, 88. & aut. ibi cit. % Id. ib. 

||Id.ib. &Harl. MSS. 2194. 

** Dugd. I. 7 it. 

§ Harl.MSS.t194. 

€2 " the 

. • .,»| ;.. ■ * 
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the crown; a power next to the king's, and in fbme fort match- 
" ing the Ephori. of the Lacedemonians. 

His fecondfon Simon was. reftored by Henry III; 1231, to his 
lands iuEngland, and to all his father's honours (the high»-fteward- 
Ihip alone excepted, the king conceiving the power of that office to 
be too great and exorbitantfor any fubje£t*)v In 1 238 this earl mar- 
ried Eleanor the king's fifter, widowofWUliani MarfhalearLof Pen> 
broke, and thus ".raifed hirnfelf tb a degree ofgreatnefs hardly in- 
" ferior to royalty, andof wealth fuperior to that of fome of our mo- 
" narchs. Nothing is: more difficult than- to form-, a jufr idea of the 
<f real character of this illuftrious perfon, who <wa& abhorred as a 
u . devil by one half of England,.andadored as.a faiut'zvtA guardian 
angel by, Che other. He was unqueftionably one of the greattft 
«f genecals and politicians of his age; bold* ambitious, and enters 
M . prizing; ever confideredi both by friends and enemies, as the 
*♦ *er$r fcul of the party which he efpoufed. He was fierce and 
1 clamorous in thecaufeof liberty, till he arriveid at <power, wHkh 
^ he employeddn aggraiidifing and enrichirig.his own< family f ? 
After variousdifcontents and various turns of the royal favour to and 
from, him, he engaged as principal in that grand rebellion, againit 
b>lbvereign U263, 47 Henry Hi. which, by his viSory at Lewes> 
gave him. the abfolute management of .the kingdom, till.' he was- 
defeated and- flam with his eldeft ion Henry at the battle of 
Evefham, in 2265-1. It.hasbeen fadd of tms nobleman, that he 

was 

D l - ; . -1 
* Coke, InAit. part IV. p. 58. 

+. tjiis character is drawn by Dr. Henry, in the fourth volume of his " Hiftory 
" of Great Britain, 1781," 410. 

X The king one day paffing on the Thames, there happened a fudden clap of 
thtinder, whereat the king, fomewhat affrighted, commanded to be fet on more at the 
next landing-place, which happened to be at Durham-houfe, where this Montfort 
then lay; who, feeing the king arriving, haded down to meet him;- and, perceiving 
him troubled with the ftorm, fald," that he need not now ro fear, the danger was part." 
— v Nb, Montfort," quoth the king, " Ixlo fear thee more than I do all the ftorms 
" and tempefts of the world I" The barons, under the conduct of this Montfort their 
7 general, 
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was too great for a fubject; which had he not been, he might have 
been numbered among the worthieft of his time, both for hjs va- 
lour, perfonage, and wifdom, as is implied in his epitaph: 

" Nunc dantur fato, cafuque cadunt iterato 
f " Symone fublato* Mars, Paris, atque Cato, n 

After his death, his body was fliamefully abufed, and his wife 
and children compelled to quit the kingdom. t 

With thefe ended the lineal defcent of the earls of Leiceftex. 
and Hinckley . ; 

King Henry III. in the 51ft, year o£ his reigo, beftowed all thei 
honours and rights which Simon had enjoyed on his fecond Ed~ 
mono, furnamed Croucbback*, earl of Lancafter,.and to his heirs, 

for 

general, bid the king battle near the town of Lewes ia Suflex, in which battle the 
king, the king of Almaine his brother, prince Edward his fon, with many other*', are 
taken prifoners. This kingly rebel, for that year and half another, carries his fo 
vcreign (as his prifoncr) about with him, to countenance his aGions* But pripce 
Edward, cfcapi.ng the hands of his enemies, levies ne,w forces, and being with bis 
armt' about Wbrcefter, the earl erabattks in a plain near Hulftwm ; and noting how-' 
thfi prince's army was approached, faid to thofe about him, " Thefe men come on ' 
" bravely. They learned it not of themfelves, but of me," and, feeing himfdt. 
likely to be fetand overlaid with numbers, advifed his friends Hugh Spencer, Ralph 1 
Baflct, aod:others, to fhift for themfelves; which thev rcfufing to do, " Then," 
faid he, " let us commit our fouls to God, for our bodies are theirs!" And fo un- 
dertaking the main weight of the battle, he perifhed ondcr it. 

His countcls Eleanor, a lady of eminent note, the daughter and fitter to a king, . 
nocent only by, her fortune, from the c;»ronct of miferable glory, betook her to the 
vail of qrier piety, and died a nan at Montarges in France. Henry, their eldcit 
fon, was with his father flain in battle. Simon, the lecond fon, was earl of Bygor, 
and anoeftor to a family of Montforts in thole parrs of France. AltiurU, the third 
fon, was a prieft.and treafwer of the cathcdralchurch at York; afterwards a knight, 
and valiant fervitor io the wars. Guy-, thjt fourth fon, was earl of Angleria in Italy, 
and progenitor of the Montforts in Fufkan, and of the eatls of.Carcpo Bachi in. 
Naples. Richard, the Hfth fon, remained privily in England, and, changing his 
name to WeUejlonu, was anccftor to a family of that name. Eleanor, the. only 
daughter, was ; bw>ught up in France, and afterwards was married to Llewelyn ap 
Griffith prince of North Wales, the laft princeof the BritHh blood, who wasflaiu in 
128*. Hajleian MBS. 2194, 

• See, " Charw Hwki ill. Edmuodo Clio fup honoris Leyceftriav & al. terr. &r. 

«« dir. 
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for ever. On this man's pcrfon the great contention of Lancafter 
and York was originally founded. He died 111-1296; and was 
fuccccded by 

Thomas his fon (by Eleanor .queen «f Navarre), who was be- 
headed at Pontefracl, 1322. He was canonized; and'his pifhire, 
being fet up at St. Paul's, was greatly* reforted to, till Stephen 
Gravefend (bilhop of London 13 19 — 1338) was fliarply repre- 
hended for permitting it. 

Henry of Lancafter, brothr and heir to Thomas, <was reftored 
to the earldoms of Lancafter, Leicefter, »nd Derby, with the office 
of lord high fteward, 1 Edward 1U. Ho died 1 345, and was fuc- 
ceeded by 

His fon Henry of Monmouth, furnamed Torto colto y who was 
created duke of Lancafter 1351, and died 35 Edward III. 

His eldeft daughter's "hufband Wilt-iam <>f Bavaria fucceeded 
to the earldom of Leicefter, and died without iiTue 1360. 

Edward HI. created his fourth fon John ofrGaunt duke of Lan- 
cafter, earl of Leicefter, Lincoln, and Derby, 1361 ; and appointed 
him conftable of France, and lord high ftewardof England * ; which 
titles and high offices on his death, 13999 devolved to his fon 

Henry> 

" dak apud Scum Paul. Lond. 20* die Junii, anno rcgni quinquageGmo primo,*' 
among the Cotton MSS. Auguftus II. 129. 

* " After the death of Edward the Third, confultation being had about the folem- 
" rtity of the coronation of King Richard the Second j John king of Caftil and Leon, 
" duke of Lancafter, appeared before the king and council, and claimed, as carl of 
" Leicefter, the office of Senefchal of England ; as duke of Lancafter, the right of 
" bearing the principal fword called the Curtana, on the day of the coronation ; 
" and as earl of Lincoln, to cut and carve for the king, fitting at table on the day 
" of bis coronation. Diligent examination being made before certain of the king's 
" council concerning thefe demands, it fumciently appeared to the faid council, that 
'* to the faid duke, as holding by the law of England, after the death of Blanch his 
" wife, appertained what he claimed. And it -was confidered by the king and 
" council, that the faid duke mould ezercife the faid offices, by himfchf or deputies, 
" and receive the fees belonging thereto. On Thurfday before the day of corona- 
" tion (which was the Taurftay following), by order of the king, he fat judicially, 
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Henry, afterwards king Henry IV whofefon 
Henry V. was appointed to the office of lord high fteward; 
till, falling into difgrace for having (truck the chicf-juftice, the 
office was given to 

Thomas Plant agenet, the fecond fon of Henry IV. who was 
earl of Aumarle, duke of Clarence, ldrd prefident of the council, 
and, being a perfonage of lingular valour, conftahle of the king's 
army in France and Normandy, where he was (lain, leaving no 
lawful iffue. 

Robert Dudley, fifth fon of John duke of Northumberland, 
was created earl of Leicefter 6 Eliz. 1564, but died without 
lawful iffue 158&. He was univerfally allowed .to be the moft 
ambitious, infolent, and corrupt perfon of his age,. 

James 1. 1 6 1 8, conferred this title on Sir RobertSidnet, fon to 
Sir Henry; and it was fucceflively enjoyed by his fon Robert, 
grandfon Philip, great grandfon Robert, great great grandfons 
Philip,- John, and Joceline, in which laft the title ended, 

1743- 

Ir was revived 1 744 in the perfon of Thomas Coke, who died 
without iffue 1759. 

" and kept his eoort in the Whitehall of the king's palace at Weftroinfter, near the 
" king's chapel, and there received the tolls and petitions of all iuch of the nobility 
** and others as, by reafon of their tenure or otherwife, claimed to do fervice at the 
*• new king's coronation, and to receive the fees and allowances therefore due and ac- 
" cuftomed." Tranflaicd by the Author of an " Hiftorical Diffcrtation" on the office 
of Lord High Steward in England, 1 736, 8vo. from a MS. in the Cotton library. 

* In the lad year of this king's reign, Edward Courtney earl of Devonfhire was 
appointed lord high fttward, fro bac vice, for the trial of John earl of Huntington. . 
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Pedigree of Grentemaisnel. 

Thirkdd oarl. 

Henry fon of Thirkeld. 
I 

William Grentemaifhcl earl*. 



Hugh 



dc GrentmaH 



earl of Leicefter and 
Hinckley, died 1094. 



maifnel=f=Adeliza+, heirefs 



of a noble houfc 



I T ~T — ~T 

>ert, \frHliam. ' ■ Hugli. Ivo. 

[122. 

V 



— — 



Robert, 
died 1 122. 



Adeliza. 

HawMc. 

Maud. 

Agnes. 

Hawife. 



Hugh 



Petronilla— Rob. Blanchrriaities earl 

of Leicefter, died in 11 90. 



AlicessRoger Bigot. 



1. Robert Firz-Perronell, 
died without ifloe, ! 206. 

2. Roger bifhop of St. An- 
drew's, died 1202. 

3. William de Brholio, died 
' without iffne. 



AmtciaJ.tftdaughter 
and coheir, married to 
Simon de Montfort 
earl of Leiceftcr. 



Margaret, 2nd daugh- 
ter and coheir, married 
to Saher de 'Quiney 
earl of Wincheftcr, and 
lord of Groby. 



* The three firft defcentsaTe from aMS. Pedigree in a copy of Burton's Letceftcrihire. 
This lady, if a conjecture may be hazarded, was daughter of Edwin earl of 
Leicefter. It is allowed flic was an heirefs of a noble family ; and the time of Ed- 
win's death without iflue male (1071) agrees with the dateof Grentemai fuel's marriage, 
in -1072, the year in which the high-ftcwardfhip was given to him on the death of 
the carl of Hereford. (See above, p. 6.) On the death of Earl Edwin, his eflatcs 
were granted to Hugh de Grentemaifnel i nor was there any other earl of Leicefter 
rill the difgrace of Yvo in 1 103, when the title was beftowed on Robert de Bellamont, 
the father of Robert Boflu> and grandfather of Blanchmaines. 

{Who was a beoefaclrefs to Lira. 

The 
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The Castle, Lordship, and Manors. 

Hinckley Castle is traditionally faid to have been inhabited 
by John of Gaunt, fourth fon of king Edward III. and heir to the 
honors and eftates of the earls of Leiccftcr. The Lordfhip, as has 
been already ihewn, was undoubtedly his. From him it defcended 
to Henry of Bolingbroke (afterwards king Henry the Fourth) ; by 
v/hofe accefiion to the throne it pafled, with the Dutchy of J.an- 
cafter, into the pofleflion of the Crown. When it was alienated, 
or how long the Caftle has been demoliQied, is not with certainty 
known. If the hiftory of its demolition could be traced, it would 
molt probably appear to have been plundered, by the victorious 
Yorkiits, either in the reign of Henry VI. about the year 1460, the 
date of the battle of Northampton; or between that period and 
1485, when by the death of Richard III. the civil contentions 
were clofed. 

The battle of Bo/wort b-Jield, as it is ufually called, was fought, 
according to Burton, " in a large, flat, plain, and fpacious ground, 
M about four miles from Hinckley, and three from Bofworth, be- 
" tween the towns of Shenton, Sutton, Dadlington, and Stoke*;" 
which plain comprehended part of thofe fevcral lordfliips when 
uninclofed ; and this account, from an a&ual view of the fpot 
in September 17 81, I have every reafon to believe is accurate. 

* That the battle was fought on this fpor, " appeareth by many places remarkable,; 
by a little mount call up, where the common report is, that at the firft beginning of 
the battle, Henry earl of Richmond made his parienetical oration to his army: by 
divers pieces of armour, weapons, and other warlike accoutrements, and by many ar- 
row-heads here found ; whereof, about twenty years fince, at the inclofure of the 
Jordfliipof Stoke, great (lore were digged up, of which, fome I have now in my cuf- 
tody, being of a long, large, and big proportion, far greater than any now in ufe? 
as alfo by relation of the inhabitants, who have many occurrences and paffages yet 
fre(h in memory, by reafon that fome perfons thereabouts, which faw the battle 
fought, were living within lefs than forty years, of which perfons myfelf have feeo 
fome, and have heard of their difcourfes, though related by focond-hand." Burton. 

D The 
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The plain is fpacious; and, being very nearly furrounded with 
hills and woods, has a beautifully noble appearance. The woods 
of Sutton Chainell and of Ambeime*, in particular, have a ftrik- 
ing effba. " King Richard's Well," and « Crown Hill" where 
Richmond harangued his army, preferve the identity of the 
place. The head quarters of Richard were at Nottingham, 
whence his army, in its way to the place of aclion, muft have 
necefiarily paffed through or near Hinckley. Thofe of Rich- 
mond were at Coventry. Stanley, with a large detachment of 
the royal army, was polled at Atherftone, not far from the 
cxpefted field of battle, and foon after its commencement con- 
tributed to the dccifion of the day, by declaring for the earl of 
Richmond. The (laughter was great; and many of the dead 
bodies were buried in the cemetery belonging to Dadlington 
chapel. Richard, it is universally acknowledged, performed prodi- 
gies of valour. Defperatc perhaps at the laft, he ruftied furious 
into the thickeft of the fight, flew numbers, and among them the 
ftandard-bearer of Richmond, with his own hand ; and fell at laft 
inglorioufly (if tradition may be credited) by a treacherous blow 
from one of his own followers. I lis body was thrown acrofs a 
horfe, and carried for interment to the Grey Friars at Leiceftert. 

Leland, the earlieft recorder of Englifh Topography, who 
wrote in the time of Henry the Eighth, fays, " The mines of 
" the caftelle of Hinkeley, now longging to the king, fumtyme to 
" the erle of Leircefter, be a V J myles from LeircelTer, and in the 
" borders of Leircefter foreft, and the bounties of Hinkeley be 
" fpatius and famofe ther||. w 

* An ancient village, which in Burton's time " was altogether depopulated, not 
" one houfc remaining." In Sutton Chainell and in Ambeime Edward 111, in' the 
2 1 tl year of his reign, gave liberty of free warren to Aukcline tie Houby. 

•f See in Peck's Defklerata Curiota a view of the bridge of one arch, over which the 
dead Tonarcli was carried. 

J Now full X.III mile*, |j Inland's Itin. I. 24. 

In 
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In Burton's time, 1622, the Caille was " utterly ruinated and 
" gone, and only the mounts, rampires, and trenches were to be 
" feen ; and the fair and large Park.* was then difparked." 
Camden, who wrote a little earlier (1607), defcribes it in nearly 
the fame manner: " Ad Orientalem lane partem templi foflbe* 8c 
" moles in eminentem altitudinem egefta cernuntur, quod Hugo- 
« nis fuifle caftrum ferunt incolae." There is a tradition, that on 
the Prieji Hill Headland the cannon were placed which demolilhed 
caftle. 

The fite of the caftle had, beyond the memory of the oldeft 
inhabitant, been occupied as a gardener's ground ; and the caftle- 
hill confiderably lowered, by taking ballaft from it for repairing 
the roads ; when in 1760 it was purchafed by William Hurjl % Efq. 
(high ftierifF of the county in 1779) wno cau ^ etl a handfome 
dwelling-houfe to be built on it in 1770. At this time the 
foundation of a bridge acrofs the ditch which furrounded the 
ancient caftle, feveral large ftones which had been part of the 
caftle +, a ball of ten inches circumference, and a piece or two of 
filver coin, were found. 

* In a very ancient MS. (Harl.MSS. 240. p. 35.) I find this entry: 
" Hinckley, with Hinckley park, keeper of the woods, fees xxxs. mitf.'* 
The original fituation of the park is eafily to be traced. The Lawns, fiill lb called, 
which were a beautiful plcafurc-ground, divided it from the Cattle, its Northern 
boundary; on the South it extended to Hurbach; on the Eaft to the I- aft Woods, 
the Stocking, and the Out-Woods; and on the Weft to the borders of the parilb. 
David Wells, efq. of Burbacb, has an antler, dug up fome years ago in a meadow of 
his eftate (called HclUHole), formerly part of the park, which is of an extraordinary 
fizej the diameter of the nutt next the head being near five inches, and the girth 
of the ftem above nine. It is engraved in plate VII. fig. 1. 

•f* After the demolition of the caftle, it is the opinion of an ingenious friend, the 
prefent fteeplc was built with part of the ftones which came out of it. The fteeple is 
evidently of modern date compared with the body of the church. Some of the lame 
fpeciesof ftone is difcernible in the foundationsof feveral houfes in Church-lane. There 
is alfo a confiderablc facing to the hollow-way in the Bond End ftrcotof the fame fort 
of ftone. 

D 2 In 
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In a very ancient book* of the county of Leicefter, being 
the Feodary's Account of that County, containing 84 quarto 
pages befides tKc Index, are the following extracts ; which 
have been communicated by the Rev. Mr. Cole of Milton 1 

4 Edward III. William Turvill held lands in Hinckley, for 
which he paid an aid for making, a knight of the king's eldeft 
fon. 

Among the fees of Edmond earl of Leicefter, Lancafter, Sec. 
who died in 1296, for which he received fcutage of the tenants, 
Liberi Tenentes de Hynkeley tenent unam virgatam terre et 
dimidiam, et quartam partem unius virgate. 

In a Feodary of 1 8 Edward II. the following perfons are found 
to hold fees in the Baillywick of Hinkley^ 

In Balliva de Hinck': 

Joh'es Bafevile tenet ibidem quartam partem unius feodi. 

Duodecima pars unius feodi militis ibidem, pro qua Michell de 
Maynard tenet unum mefluagium et dimid' rode terre. 

Joh'es de Calby et X'ana [Chriftiana] uxor ejus, ut de jure ux- 
oris fue, tenet unum mef. et 1 3 acras terre. 

Will's Chapman, junior, tenet unum mef. et 7 acras terre.. 

Thomas Wake de Lydcll tenet ib'm unum feodum militis. 

Rich'us Cherneles tenet ib'm, ut medius inter D'num Comitcm- 
et Joh'em Turvill, dim' feod' mil'. 

Thomas Aftelegh tenet ibidem tertiam partem unius feodi 
militis* 

* The property of Dr. Farmer, the worthy and learned Matter of Emanuel Col- 
lege, Cambridge; by whom,, to accommodate my enquiries, it was kindly lent to. 
Air. Cole. 

3 D'na 
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D'na la Boulter de Wemme, una her* Hug' de Herdeburgh, te- 
net, ut raedius inter D'nuni Comitem et Thomam de Draiton, dim* 
feodi militis. 

Uniun feodum militis pro quo Will's de Afshley et Chrhtiana 
uxor ejus ten', ut de jure dicte Chrifliane, capitale meP Will* de 
Stoke. 

D'nus Joh'es de Segrave tenet ib'm, ut medius inter D'num Com* 
et plur' Tenentes ib'm, quod quondam fuit Willi le Botiller, unum 
feodum militis. 

In quodam antiquo rotulo de Feodis Leiceftr* continetur fie : 
" Ces font le Feez del Honor de Leyc* doint mon Seigneur 
" ad receu I'efcuage. 

" Les Fraunc Tenauntes de Hinckley teignent une verge de 
u terre et demy & la quarte part d'une verge. 

u Nichol de Charnels demy fee en Hynkeley." 

In an Inquifition in Edward the Third's time.. 

De Tenentibus terr* de Hynklcy Sc Wykyn, que tenetur pro 
1 2 ma parte unius feodi militis, 1 8d. 

De Will'o Chapman de Hynklcy pro qnarta parte i feod' mil* 
in Wykyn, que quondam fuit Nich' Bertram. 

Feoda D'ni Henrici Com' LancanV in D'nis Com', de quihus 
levari fecit rationnbile auxilium ad primogenitum filium 
fuum militem faciend', anno regni Regis Edw. III. quarto. 

Tenentes de Hynkle tenent 12™"" partem 1 feod' mil' in virgata- 
terre et tribus quartern' terre in Hynkeley. 

Nich'us Charnels tenet di' feod' in Hynkeley. 

A° 2 Hen. V. Joh'es Happesford venit in curiam, ef fecit ho- 
magium pro certis terris et tenementis in Hynkeley et Whiken, 
que tenentur de D'no Rege,. ut da Ducat ufuo Lancaltr', per fer- 
vicium 2od- 
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In the printed Parliamentary Rolls, vol. IV. p. 187, col. a. 
" Villa &: Manerium de Hynkeley" are mentioned in 1422, 
1 Hen. VI. as part of Queen Catharine's dower. In the fame do- 
cument " Hynkeley" occurs alfo as one of the " ballivae forin- 
" fecae" belonging to the honor of Leicefter, which was included 
in the dower*. In vol. V. p. 118. a. in 1444, 23 Henry VI. 
" Manerium, Burgum, & Ballivae de Hynkeley," appear to have 
been part of the dower of Queen Margaret. 

The Lordship of Hinckley comprehends two Manors; one of 
which, containing " three parts in four equally to be divided,'' be- 
longed formerly to Sir Robert Cotton of Great Connington in the 
county of Huntingdon and afterwards of Hatley St. George in the 
county of Cambridge, who w as alfo poffefled of lands and tene- 
ments to a confiderable amount, the greateft part of which, to- 
gether with the manor and divers chief rents, after pafling from 
the Cottons through feveral intermediate hands, are now the 
property of William Hurjl, Efq. 

The other Manor, being one fourth part of the whole Lord- 
iliip, has for time immemorial belonged to the inhabitants of the 
town ; for whom it is holden in truft by two nominal lords, whofe 
accompts are annually audited on St. ThomasVday by two town- 
mafters. The prefent lords in truft are Mr. Thomas San/ome and 
Mr. Jofepb Robin/on. This portion was originally granted to the 
town by one of its early lords, with the refervation of a fee-farm 
rent. I have been told of a deed of feoffment in the time of 
Henry VI1L which was exifting within thefe few years, and which 
is faid to refer to deeds " fo old as to be beyond memory." On en- 
quiring, however, for this inftrument, it was not to be found; but 
1 have feen an original leafet of 28 Eliz. fealed with the Dutchy 

* To this " balliva foiinfeca" probably belonged the ** foreign bailiff," who 
feen s to be fuccecded by the prefent mayor or bailiff. In fome of the deeds of feoff- 
ment the office o< Forrein Baillie is enumerated among the grants. 

+ Of which an abflraft (hall begifen in the Appendix. 

6 feal, 
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feal, which grants to feoffees, for the term of thirty-one years, 
1 1 6 acres* of land, with gardens, houies, &c. in Hinckley, and 
a fingle acre called EarPs Acre, in confideration of a prefent fine 
of fix pounds thirteen fhillings and four-pence, and an annual rent 
of fifty-four fhillings and four-pence. By fubfequent grants from 
the crown, it has been continued uninterruptedly in the pofleffion 
of fucceeding feoffees to the prefent time. The application of it 
will be noticed hereafter among the benefactions to the town. 
The fee-farm rent was alienated, it may be prefumed, by king 
Charles the Second, foon after the ftatute in the 2 2(1 year of his 
reign, which enabled him to fell. It has fincebeen private property, 
and a crown-rent (as it iscalled) of 22I. os. 7 kl. is regularly paid (de- 
ducting 4I. 8s. land-tax) to the ule of lord Willoughby de Broke, 
Dr. Charles Mofs (now bifhop of Bath and Wells), and James 
Hayes, efq. truftees under the will of the late lord Feverfhamt. 

The Borough, as far as I can find, is the only part of the an- 
cient property from which a chief rent is referved to the Crown in 
right of the duchy of Lancafter; and this fragment may perhaps 
ibon be diflevered by lawful purchafej. Or this rent, which is 

collected 

* 42$ acres were in the open field, which, at the inclofure in 1762, were aug- 
mented to 68 acres, 3 roods, 17; perches. 

+ Anthony Duncoinbe, who was created lord Feverfham in the county of Kent, 
and baron of Downron in Wiltshire, June 27, 1747; and died June i<S, 176.}, uhen 
the title became extinc}. 

+ By aft of parliament, 20 George III. for fale of quit-rents, and making copyholds 
free, the terms upon which all perfons may discharge their cltatcs from the payment 
of quit-rents belonging to the Dutchy of Lancafter are as follows : 

For rents not exceeding ten (hillings per annum, on payment of thirty years 

purchafe of the grefi; rent ; 
And for rents exceeding ten fhillings per annum, on payment of twenty-five years 
purchafe of the grois rent. 
In cafe the purchafc-moncy for any fingle rent doth uot exceed 3I. 15s. then the fees 
for the grant will be only fifteen fhillings. If the purchafc-moncy cxeecds 3I. 1 < !. and 
U under lol.then the fees will be twenty-five (hillings ; and when it exceeds 10I. the 
fees will be thirty (billing?. All perfons who apply to purchafe mull produce the laft 
receipt given for the rent. The time of preference given by the act of parliament 

to 
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collected by Mrs. Hannah Afbby, and amounts in the whole but to 
3I. 14s. 7^d. the fum of il. os. id. is paid for a finall eftate 
now belonging to Mr. Bonfor, and defcribcd in old deeds under the 
name of The King's Bakeboufe. 

There is alfo a chief rent of fifteen lhillings paid to the Cbatn~ 
berlain of Leicejler, which is collected by Mr. Hurft. 

The Daflrwoods of Qxfordfhire are faid to have formerly received 
ionic chief rents in this town. 

The other confiderable land-owners at prefent arc, Williatn 
Burlefon^fECq. (lelTeeof the impropriate tithes); the Rev. Mr. Jofyi 
Gaunt l , John Dyer\, Efq. and Mr. Paul (who are poflefled of the 
glebe and priory lands) ; Mr. Tbomas Sanfome and Mr. Jqfepb Ro- 
bin/on (already mentioned as lords in trull for the town) ; Nicholas 
Hurjl, Efq. Mr. Henry Br ayrly, Mr. tbomas Cooper, Mr. William Brown, 
Mr. Jofepb IliJ, Mrs. Sanfome of Loughborough, Mr. Farmer, and 
Mr. Harper. The writer of thefe pages has alfo a very fmall frag- 
ment; too fmall indeed to be here mentioned, unlefs as an excufe 
for his attention to the hiftory of a town where he has many 
j-efpeclable friends, and which has every claim to his warraeft 
wifties for its profperity. 

In 1760, on a petition from the lords of the manor of Hinck- 
ley, and of the patrons, vicar, and incumbent, of the parifh and 
parilh church, Mr. Burleton the impropriator of the great tithes, 
and of the freeholders, lealeholders, and proprietors of lands and 
commons, an act was palled for inclofing and dividing the open 
and common fields. 

t3 the prefent owners of eftates charged with the quit-rents to purchafe their rents, was 
enlarged by the Dutchy-Court to the 12th day of April, 1781. The grants are made 
o it at the Dutchy of Lancafter office in Gray's inn, London, where Dutchy copy- 
h )Uers may enfranchifc on reasonable terms." Printed Advertifemcnt. 

• The prefent worthy Recorder of Leicefter, who for fevcral years did honour to 
the office of Major of the militia in this county. 

•j- Son to the celebrated Author of " The Fleece;" of whom hereafter. 

The 
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The Borough and Town. 



Under its original lords, the town of Hinckley certainly enjoyed 
the privileges of a borough; and not improbably fent deputies 
to the great council of the nation. From their connexion with 
the Lancafter family, the inhabitants of courfe todk a decided part in 
the civil contefts; and whatever their privileges were, they became 
forfeited to the conquering Monarch of the houfe of York. 

The lordftiip, however, is ftill divided into the liberties of " The 
Borough" and " The Bond;" the former of which divifions hath 
its peculiar privileges. The " Bond 1 * is the Bound or outer-part 
of the town not within the liberties. 

There is annually held, by Thomas Sanfome and Jofeph Ro- 
binfon, gentlemen, the nominal lords of the manor, a court 
leet and court baron; when three feveral juries are impaneled 
fordifpatch of bufinefs; viz. the Borough jury, the Bond jury, 
and the Foreign jury, the latter being for the outlyers, confift- 
ing of the divers townmips that pay fuit and fervice to the court 
at Hinckley. At this court prefentments and amercements are 
made; and the peace-officers, (viz. the mayor, conftables, and 
headboroughs) are chofen and fworn into their refpeclive offices* 
for the enfuing year. The fteward of the court' is Mr. William 
Norton, attorney. 

The whole number of town officers is feventeen ; viz. 




For the Bond, 




E 



Chofen 
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f The Vicar's Churchwarden. 
Ghofen at Eafter ) Another, elected by the Parifhioners. 
at the church, } Two Overfeers of the Poor. 
( One Town-mafter. 

Chofen on St. Stephen's-day, Four furveyors of the highways* 

The mayor, who muft neceflarily be an inhabitant refiding 
within the borough, has authority to regulate the markets, ex- 
amine the weights, and punuli delinquents. 

The town-mafter, in conjunction with his predeceflbr in that 
office, is empowered, as has been already mentioned in p. 22, to 
audit the accompts of the lords in truft. 

The market on Mondays was in Burton's time " exceeding 
" good; and for trading in corn, cattle, horfes, fwinc, and all 
" things vendablc in a dry town, inferior to none in the whole 
" county. The old fair-day is upon the 1 5th of Auguft *; and of 
*' late divers new fairs have been purchafed thereto. The town is 
" yet of good receipt; wherein (not many years fince) the gcne- 
" ral afiizes for the whole county were kept." 

The town gaol was fituated on the fpot now called " The Round 
Hill," which is that furrounding the prefent market-houfe. The 
old gallows ftood near the gravel-pit at the end of the town leading 
to Derby; and in that fpot, on inclofing the open field, many hu- 
man bones were found in a ftate of petrifaction. 

That the fair was of no fmall note, may be inferred from the 
mention of it by Shakfpeare, in the Second Part of Henry IV. where 
Juftice Shallow is afked by his man Davy, whether he means " to 
" ftop any of William's wages, about the fack he loft the other day 
" KHinckley-fair?* 

• The Aflumption of tbe Blcflcd Virgio Mary, to whom the church is dedicated. 

The 
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The Monday market is ftill confiderable; and at the original 
fair (now changed by the alteration of the ftyle to Auguft 26), 
a great number of cattle are difpofed of. On the Sunday which 
follows* this fair-day an annual wake was long obferved, but has 
of late years fallen into difufe. 

The new fairs mentioned by Burton were, 1. on the third 
Monday after Twelfth-day, for horfes and cattle; 2. on Eajler- 
Monday, of little confequence ; 3. on Club-Monday \ (the Monday 
before Whit-funday), which is ftill a large fair for cattle; 4. on 
lVbit-Monday y when the millers from various parts of the country 
ufed to ride in proceflion drefled in ribbands, with what they 
called « The King of the Millers" at their head. 5. A Cheeie 
fair in November. 

A ftatute for the hiring of fervants is held in September. 

"In 1 7 17 there were 350 families in the town of Hinckley \? 

Since Burton's Hiftory was publimed, the introduction of the 
(locking manufactory || has confiderably augmented the traffick of 
the town, which is now fuppofed to contain 750 houfes§, and 
about 4J00 inhabitants. 

* Wakes genei ally />rtYf<& fairs. 

•f- Co/hp or Cnlxb Monday is that before Shrovc-Tuefdiy, or the firft Monday in 
IiCnt. Sec Brand's edition of Bourne's Antiquities of the Common People, p. 331. 
That at Hinckley is faid to have taken its name from a quarrel which happened at 
it, and occali >ncd a defyerate fi^ht with c'ubt. 

X MS. note of Mr. Browne Willis, from Bilhop (Jibloii. 

|| The ftocking-frame was invented in 1589 by William Lee, of Woodborough, 
Nottinghamfliire, gent, (who was of St. John's college, Cambridge, and M. A.}. 
Soon after he had completed the frame, he applied to Queen Elizabeth for protection 
and cncourat;eraenki <r but his petibn was rejected. Defpa ring of fucccjs at home, 
he went to riance.'Sftd was patronized by Lewis the Twelfth ; and after fomc years 
residence in that kingdom received an invitation to return to Fngland, which he ac- 
cepted, and the art of frame-work knitting loon became famous here. Lee bad car- 
ried with him to Trance nine workmen ; of whom feven returned to England, with their 
frames, early in the laft century. — This is the opinion molt generally received. 
The invention, however, has been alfo attributed to Mr. Robinlon, who was a Fellow 
of St. John's college, Cambridge, and curate of Thurcafton in Leicefterlhire. 

§ In 1768 the number was 697; which have fincc been augmented by new erec- 
tions, and by out-buildiugs in yards having been convened into dwclling-houfcs. 

E a Th c 
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The firft frame was brought into Hinckley before the year 1 64a 
by William llife^ and is faid to have coft him fixty pounds*, at that 
time a very confiderable fum ; and with this fingle frame, which, 
by the aid of an apprentice he kept conftantly working day and 
night, he gained a comfortable fubliftence for his family. 

The manufacture is now fo extenfive, that a larger quantity of 
hofe is fuppofcd to be made here than in any town in England. 
Nottingham, it is allowed, has more frames; but many of thofe 
being confined to the very finelt forts of filk, cotton, &c. the num- 
ber there made is le£s in quantity than at Hinckley, where the 
frames are generally employed on flrong ferviccable hofe of a 
lower price, in cotton, thread, and worfted. Kendal and Aberdeen 
are the towns moft celebrated for knit hofe. 

It is generally allowed that there are not fo many frame-work- 
knitters employed at Hinckley at prefent as there has been forfome 
years paft; the recruiting of his Majefty's fleet and army, and thofe 
engaged in the militia, having drawn off great numbers of the 
working hands. The manufacture, however, employs, as nearly 
as can be computed, the following number of working people : 



Framework-knitters in the town, — 


TOOO 




200 


Seamers, — — — 


300 


Woolcombers, — — 


55 


Framefmiths, fetters-up of frames, &:c. 


30 


Spinners, doublers, and twifters, ~— 


1000 


Total employed in the manufactory, — 


2585 



The number of frames at prefent is computed at about 1000. 
There are alfo about 200 frames employed in the adjacent villages, 
many of them belonging to the matters at Hinckley, and fome of 
them the property of the workmen. 



* The price of a good frame is now not more than fifteen guineas. 
5 Populous 
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Populous as the town is, the places of worfhip are numerous 
in proportion. Befides the pariih. churches of Hinckley and Stoke, 
and the chapel at Dadlington (thofe of Wyken and Hyde being 
entirely deraolilhcd), there is a chapel for the Roman Catholics, 
and four meeting-houfes,forPrcibyterians, Independents, Quakers, 
and Methodifts. 

Mr. Snelling mentions Hinckley among the towns where trades- 
men's tokens were ftruck during the civil war, butgivesno fpecimen; 
nor had a fingle one ever fallen within the notice of the principal 
colle&ors of that fpecies of curiofity. But, on a diligent enquiry 
through the town, I have lately difcovered one, which, by the fa- 
vour of Mr. Bafs, is now my own, and is engraved in plate IV. fig. i .. 
It is inferibed W ! D . william iliffe. Reverie, in hinckley, 1662. 
It was the token of William Iliffe** before-mentioned, and paffed in 
circulation as a farthing. There were others, without doubt ; but 
not many, as the manufacture of Hinckley was then in its infancy. 
A fecond is recollected to have been feen a few years ago, inued by 
William Gilbert, at " The Eagle and Child." 

The town-hall and old fchool-houfef ftill remain, hut are both 
in fo ruinous a condition, that the gentlemen of the feoffment 
have it in contemplation to pull them down, and to build a new 
market-houfe with a fchool and town-hall over it. Six large oak trees 
were bequeathed for this ufej by the will of Mr. Jofeph Nutt, who 
died in 1 7 7 5, and of whom a more particular account will be given. 

Under the town hall were fliambles, where the country butchers 
ufed on market-days to bring great quantities of meat; a practice 
long lince difufed for want of proper accommodations. The fpot 
is now employed as a warehoufe for dry goods. 

* Of whofe iflue, fee the pedigree of Cleveland. 

•+ Of Richard Vines, die celebrated fchoolmafter of Hinckley, feme particulars 
(hall be hereafter given. 

\ Which Were to be forfeited if not ufed within ten years. 

The 
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The Priory. 

After the many various conjectures relative to the founder of 
this religious houfc, I have already ventured to controvert the 
very ancient claims of Blanchmaines and BofTu, by afcribing it to 
the elder Grentefmainell. William Fitzofbern earl of Hereford, 
the only competitor who can difpure with him that honour, 
is acknowledged to have T>ecn the founder of Lira, and be- 
llowed on it many conliderable poiTeflions in England- Grentef- 
mainell alfo, as has been already (hewn, was famous both for his 
liberality * and piety ; and in his latter days retired to a monaftery 
in Normandy. 

This Priory had the fate of all the foreign cells, of being often 
feized into the king's hands during the wars with France, and at 
length wholly fupprelTed, in the parliament of L^iccfter, 2 Hen- 
ry V, 1414* It had been given for a time to the Carthufian priory 
of Montgracei in Yorkmire, by king Richard II. and was wholly 

* To the benefactions mentioned in p. 7, may be ad Jed, that he founded, before 
the year 108 1, at Ware in Hertfordlhire, a Bcncdidxine priory as a cell to Utica. See 
Salmon, p. 247. 

■f Thomas deHollandjduke of Surrey, earl of Kent, and lord Wake, founded a Car- 
thufian priory inihcjnanor of Bordelby [at Montgracc delnglcby.inthcarchdeaconry 
and deani y of Cleveland], and dedicated it to the i31efled Virgin and S'. Nicholas, 
about 20 Richard II. A. D. 13^6, and not only endowed it with his manor of Bor« 
delby near Cleveland, but alio obtained for it of the fame king the lands and pof- 
fefltons of the religious at Hinckley in Ijeiceftcrftiire.of Warham in Dorfetfbirc, and 
of Carcfarooke inSouthamptonGYire, three alien priories belonging to the abbey of 
Sr. Mary in orrv»znd) , to hold the fame as long as the war befVixt Kngland and 
Fiance (houhl laft; but he dying foon after, in arms again ft king Henry IV. before all 
the buildings were finilhed, the work was at a (land ; and the right of the monks to 
t^eir pofTcTions were qurftioned, till king Henry VI. in 1440, confirmed in par- 
liament all 1 he duke's grants to them. After this, the buildings were foon co-m- 
plcuted, and the monaftery flourifhed till the general diflblution ; about which time 
the revenues of it were rained at 382I. 5s. nd. per annum, in the whole, and at 
32:1. is. icd.clcar. Sec Burton's Monafticon Eboraccnfe, p. 258. 

annexed 
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annexed to the fame * by king Henry VI. After the diflblution 
ojfi ^Ipntgrace, the, priory lands and church of Hinckley were 
granted, Aug. 5, 1482, 34 Hen, VJU. to the dean and chapter of 
Weftminftcr r, who are the prefent impropriators and patrons. 

The following lift of the. ^Priors, of Hinckley is extracted from a 
valuable and laborious MS. | of bifhop Kennet, preferved in the 
library of the earl of Shelburne, and has been enlarged by the 
kindnefs of Mr. Bradley, regiftrarof the diocefe of Lincoln. 

t. Ricardus de Capella prefentatus per. abb. & convent, de. 
Lyra ad procurac'oem domus de Hingbd nunc vacantem, anno 16 
Hug. WelU [1225]. 

2, Jofr. de Capella, monachus, adprioratum de Hincle^ vacan— 
tem per refig. Ricl de Capella^ 5 . id. OStob. [1-231] |(. Hug. WelL. 
anno 22. 

3 . Frater Ric'us de Paceioaq" prioraturn.de Hinkel Y per refign.. 
Joh]js de Capellis, ultimi prioris, anno 25 Hug. WelL [1234]. 

4. Fr. Petrus^Lumbardus, monachus, prefentatus per Abb. et 
Cony, de JL-ira ad priorat. de Hinkil t vacant, per refign. frfsRic'ide 
Pac^io rnpnachj, quondam prioris, in di£to prioratu inftituti, in. 
manvis Rad. Ebroicenfis Ep'i, de gratia Ep'i Line*. Reg. Rob.. 
jGrofthea4> unno 2 r [i 236]. 

5. Fr. Will, de Aquila, monachus dc Lyra, prefent. per Abb. 
& Conv. de Lyra ad prioratum de Hynkel y per refign. P. Lumbard 
quondam ejus loci prioris, anno 10 Rob. Grofthead [1 244]. 

6. Fr. Hugo de Winton, monachus de Lyra, prefent. per Abb. 
et Conv. ejufd. loci ad prioratum de Hynkel, per. refign. fr'is Will, 
de Aquila, anno 1 2 Rob. Grolthead [1 246]. 

* See Appendix, N° X. p. 1 52. And fee Pat. 3 Hen. V. p. a. in. 39. de prioratu 
alienigena de Hinckley. 

f See Ryraer, vol. XIV. p. 665. 

X This MS. (which fills two volumes in a large Atlas folio) was intended for pub- 
lication, under the title of Diptycha Kcclesial Anglican*, &c. See the 
Anecdotes of Mr. Bowyer, p. 532. 

U Peter clericus de IJra, a monk probably of Hituklej t was before this period 
witnefs to a deed of Robert Fhz Parnell earl of Lciccflcr.. 

£ 4 7. GiU- 
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7. Gilbcrtus. 

8. Adam de Trungey pref. per Abb. et Conv. de Lyra ad pri- 
oratum de Hinckley y per mort. Gilberti, 17 kal. Maii, 1 264. Reg. 
Ric. Gravefend, anno 7. 

9. Fr. Ric. dc Audreya pref. per Abb. et Conv. de Lyra ad pri- 
oratum de Hynkele> per refig. Ade de Trungeio, 1 1 kal. Maii, 
1268. Ib.' 

10. Fr. Nich'us didtus Burnet ad priorat. de Hinkele, per refign. 
fr'is Ric'i de Aldereia, ordinem fratrum predicatorum tunc in* 
greflur*; admiflP 5 id. Aug. 1 27 1. Ib. 

1 1 . Will, de Avena. 

12. Francis Herveus* de Alneto pref. per procur. Abbatis & 
Conv. de Lyra ad priorat. de Hinke/e, per refign. fr'is Will, de 
Avena, 12 cal. Dec. pont. 10. Rot. Ol. Sutton, 1289. 

13. 8 cal. O&. A. Dom. 1300, Herveus de Alneto refignavit 
d'cum Priorat. 8c WilFus Abbas de Lira prefent. Rayner de Jarieta 
ad d'cum prioratum ; fiiit admiflus 7 cal. 06t. anno fupradiclo. 

14. Mattheus de Puteo prefent. per Abb. et Convent, de 
Lira ad prioratum de Hynkele, vacantem per mortem Reynerii de 
Jarieta; per DnYn Ep'um admiflus 2 cal. Martii, annoD'ni 1310. 

15. Henricus de Pie, prefentatus per Abbatem & Convent, de 
Lyra ad prioratum de Hinkele ) vacemtem per mortem Matthei de 
Puteo, admiflus 10 cal. Junii 1319. 

The only priors of Montgrace that occur are, 

1. Robert Tredewy +, the firft prior, in 1396. 

2. Edmund J, 1399. 

3. Robert Layton §, 142. 

. . . John Wilfon, the laft prior ||. 

* Mr. Mores found him 25 E. I. 1295. MS. note to his Tanaer's Notitia Mo- 
naftica ; and he occurs in 1299 in Prynne, rol. I. p. 706. 

t See Appcrdix, N° X. and Tanner, Not. Mon. p. 695. 
t Ih. 2; R. II. 

* § Reg. Teftnmcnt. p. 38, marked Dc. 
|| Rymer, I ocd. XIV. (>v$. 

4 On 
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On a mantlepiece in the kitchen of the Hall-House (the man- 
fion of the ancient priors, of which a South view is exhibited 
in plate II. and the North fide of it in plate III. fig. A.*) is a 
Itrange ornament, in a kind of baked clay, which tradition haserro- 
neoufly called " the arms of three monks. 1 * A fecond tradition, 
with more probability, calls them the figns of three houfesf, which, 
whilft the priory exifted, were deftined to the relief of pilgrims 
travelling through Hinckley, who were to receive a night's lodg- 
ing, and fomething the next morning to help them forward on 
their journey. And this perhaps was " the hospitality'* to 
which a part of the revenues of Wyken was to be applied. 
A (ketch of thefe ornaments may be feen in plate VII. fig. 4. 

The Hall-houfe was in the laft century the residence of Sir 
jfobn Oneby, the only fon of the Mr. Oneby whofe pedigree at large 
is here annexed, and whofe monument (engraved in plate VI.) re- 
mains in Hinckley church. 

It came afterwards to Peter Gerard (fbnof Mr. Natbanael Gerard, 
who had married a fifter of Dame Mary Oneby). By Mr. Gerard 
the middle part of the houfe was rebuilt in 17 1 5, foon after the 
battle of Preflon field; the wings are of much older date. 
Mr. Qrton was the next pofleflbr of the houfe. 
A fine row of old walnut-trees, which flood between the 
houfe and the church J, was cut down by Mr. John Strong Enfor^ 
the fucceeding owner, in 1740. 

The houfe, now the property of the reverend Mr. Gaunt, 
is inhabited by a ftocking-maker. The garden is let to Mr. Hunt 
(the principal inn-keeper of the town), who has converted it 
into a bowling-green. 

• B. in the fame plate reprefcnts the vicarage-houfe ; and C. a modern-built houfe 
at the oppofite corner of the church lane. 

f The Eagle and Child { the Rofe; and the BuIlVhead. 

J An eminent attorney, and fteward of the courts at Hinckley and Bur bach. He 
married a daughter of Mr. Purefoy, attorney, at Hinckley ; but fome years before 
his death he quitted that tows, and refided in the neighbourhood of Newmarket. 

F The 
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Tile Church. 

To the Church of Hinckley were annexed three Chapels-;: 
, i. Stoked [now a parifli church], which had power to adminiftcr 
, facraments, and paid fynodals as the mother church did, viz. 3s. 6d.. 
and had a refident chaplain provided by the prior. 2. Uadlington y 
which had fervice performed in it three days in the week, by the 
prior's appointment. 3. IVyken [fince demolirtied], which had 
fervice but once a year, becaufe the. revenues were ordered to 
be expended at Hinckley, to maintain two monks there refident,, 
to fupport the parochial minifter, and to uphold hofpitality. 

The vicarage (now belonging to the dean and chapter of Weft- 
minfter) was formerly appropriated to the abbey of Lira. It fa- 
valued in the king's books at 9I. 9s. 94d. 

" The church," fays Burton, " is very fair and large, having a 
" very great and ftrong fpire fteeple,. fo fpacious within 

that two rings of bells may hang therein together, and 
" hath (for the better ornament thereof) a very tunable ring of 
" five % bells, and a chime;" to which a- treble bell was added by 
public fubfeription in 1777; and in 1779 tnc g rcat bell was ex- 
changed, which now renders them a complete fet||.. 

On 

* Extrafl from the Matriculus Dom. H. [Wallis] Epifcopi Lincoln' de omnibus 
ecclefiis in archidiconatu Leyceftrie, anno Dom. mccxx 0 , 5 H. III. 

" MccV dc Hynkcl' patron' abb dc Lyre fins cam in <pprios ufus de dono Willi 
fil' Osbti ab antiquo, & bet trcs capellas, Stoke, Dadlington,. & Wychcn. Ca- 
pclla de Stokys utSa eft hns 57a facramentatia, & redact fynodal' ut matrix cc* 
ctia 111 s vi d, & ht capellan' rcfid* p porem mjniftrant' ei neceflaria. Capella de 
Dadelinton debet deferviri 111 dicbz in ebd' p, .pcuracocm poris. Capella de 
Wychen non nifi femel in anno, & debet Sta bona ill' eccle cxped' ap d Hynkel' ad 
fuftentacocm duor' monachor' ibide refiden' &miniftr' cccleP, & hofpitalit' faciend',6ic. 

+ An account of a fuit inftituted by. the mother parifh for the recovery of taxes, 
which was determined in 1627, will be given under the defcription of Stoke ; and 
the proceedings on a tithe-caufc in 1747 under that of the hamlet of Hyde. 

X The weight, of the prefent great bell is i8cwt. 2qr. 20 lb. 

jj *' The peal of ten bells at St. Margaret's in Leiccftcr is fupcrior to any in the 

"* " county, 
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AND PARISH OF HINCKLEY, 3$ 
On the old bells is written, 

COELORUM CHR1STE, PLACEAT TIBI, REX, SONUS ISTE. 

In Englifh, 

OCbriJi, Heavens Kin*, be pleas'd with this ring ! 
On the new ones, the names of the vicar and churchwardens. 

The parifh regiftcrs, beginning in 1544, are preferved in fevcn 
fcooks ; the fecond of which contains the amount of the feveral 
briefs collected by Mr. Cleivcland from 1659 to 1663: among 
thefe, are 

£. s. d. u 
o 12 2 for the Royal Fifhery. 

2 o io for diftreffed Proteftants in the Dutch y of Lithuania. 
315 8 for the town of Soulbay in Suffolk. 

3 o o for the diftreffed town of Metheringham, in the parts 

of Kefteven, in the county of Lincoln. 

On a brief for Mr. Bowyer the printer, after his lofs by fire in 
17 1 2-1 3, there was collected at Hinckley church 13s. id.; and 
at the Prelby terian meeting-houfe 7 s. 

Two large chefts ftand in the chancel; one marked 




u Hinckley Tow 1 6 1 3. ne Chert. 1 



The other, " A Towne cheft given by Michael Meffinger, 
1-641 ; George Warren, William Keene, Churchwardens." 

«« county, or perhaps in England. I can fpeak with fome confidence, becaofe a 
" friend of mine, William Fortrey, Efq. of Norton by Gal by, made it his bufinefs 
*« all his life to enquire into thefe matters : he is poffeflcd of all the anecdotes that 
" remain relating to the founder of ihat ftccple (Hugh Watts, once mayor of L ei- 
" ceftcr), and was himfclf the patron and director of Thomas Eayre, late of Ketter- 
ing,' the founder of the new bells in that fleeple. The two additional bells, and 
" a great part of the expence of new hanging the whole peal, was bome by Mr. For- 
" trey, who has alfo fince rebuilt the church and fleeple at Norton, and furnifhed it 
" with a peal of ten bells, clock, and chimes, at his own expence." Mr. Lvdiam, MS. 

Fa I: 
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In the chancel was a beautiful large window, containing a great 
variety of arms, 6gures of faints, warriors, &c. on fmall panes 
of painted glafs; which darkening the chancel, it was changed 
for plain glafs in 1 766, when feveral fragments of the old window 
were crowded together at the top of the window. 

In another window at the end of the North aifle is a head of 
Chrift with thorns; and alfo portraits of the Virgin and of a bare- 
headed monk. 

The king's arms (painted during the reign of Charles the Se- 
cond) are preferved in the South aifle. 

The gallery, with a convenient finging-loft, at the Weft end* 
was erected in 1723; John Carte, M. A. vicar; William Warner 
churchwarden. 

In 1727, the church was beautified; John Iliff and Richard 
Good churchwardens. 

In 1763, a faculty was granted to Thomas Brown and John 
Bolefworth, churchwardens, for new pewing the church, which 
was completed with great neatnefs in 1766; John Blair, LL.D. 
vicar; Jofeph lliff and John Bolefworth churchwardens. 

A fmall neat font of marble, cut out of a flab which had been 
part of an old monument, was erected in 1766, inltead of the 
old one then demolifhed. A beautiful ftep, of the fame marble, is 
placed atthe chancel door. 

In 1779, the Lord's Prayer, Creed, and Ten Commandments, 
were painted over the entrance into the chancel; John Cole 
Gallaway, M, A. vicar; John Turner and Thomas Sanfome, 
churchwardens. 

In 1780 a compromife was made between Mr. Gallaway vi- 
car of Hinckley and Mr. Gaunt leffee of the glebe land under 
the dean and chapter of Weftminfter, by which a rood of land was 
add.d to the vicarage-garden in lieu of a tithe of two guineas. 

References 
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References to the Plan of the Church. [See plate V.] 

A. The belfry door. L. The font. 

B. The North door of the church. M. Pillars of the church. 

C. The chancel door. N. Altar window, with painted glafs. 

D. The Weft door. O. Wiodow with portrait of Virgin, &c 

E. Stairs into the Weft gallery. P. Mr. Oncby's monument* 

F. Stairs into the North gallery Dr. Morrcs's. 

G. Stairs into the bcll-ehamber. R. Mr. Savage's* 

H. Stairs into the fteeple. S. Mr. and Mrs. Allen's. 

I. An old ftaireafe blocked up- T. Mifs Watfon's. 
K. The pulpit. 

From the chancel to the Weft door the church is 22 yards long ; 
near the chancel it is 267 yards wich; in the body i8 T yards. 
The chancel is 6 yards by 13.. The roof is of beautiful old oak ? 
and the beams fupported by large penient cherubim (like thofc 
m Weftminfter Hall) and ornamented with a number of grotefque 
laces, of which a fpecimen is exhibited in plate Vl-fig. i». The ad- 
mirers of ancient architecture may rejoice with me on the mif- 
carriageof a barbarous attempt, which was made a few years ago r 
to hide this admirable roof by a modern cielmg ! 

The age of theprefent church is only to be guefied at from its 
appearance. The body of it is probably to be afcribed to the 
thirteenth century. The Weft door (plate IV.) refembles thofe 
of the reign of Edward I. or II. The window immediately over 
it is fuppofed to be an improvement made about the rime of Ed- 
ward IV. when windows were in general enlarged, and divided* with' 
four or five mullions. The upper window was alfo improved 
about that time,. but was moft probably built in the time of Edward 
the Second, when they were generally divided in the middle- by 
one mullion. The building of the fteeple (which is 40 yards 
high) may alio be dated with probability in the reign of Ed^ 
ward IV. 
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In the Harleian MSS. N° 2129, p. 1 21 — 123. arc fcveral Lei- 
cefterfhire epitaphs; among others, in Hinckley church, 

" Orate pro bono ftatu Will'mi Wiyrtman* et Franc* ux? 
u ejus." A merchant's mark in the cfcutcheon. 
" EJl clarum certe claro de Jletnmate nafcL" 

Notes taken in Hinckley Church, 16 19, at the Vifitationt of 
Sampfon Lennard Blewmanrle and Auguftine Vincent Rouge- 
croix, Purfuivants of Arms. 

[Communicated (1782) by J.C. Brooke, Efq. Somerfet Herald.] 

* • » 

u 1 . Or, 3 lions paffant, guardant, in pale, Or. England. 

u a. The fame, with a file of three points Azure, each charged 

u with three Fleurs de Liz, Or. Lancajler. 
u 3. England as before, a bordure gobone Argent & Azure. 

" Beaufort. 
<f 4. Or, Fretty, Gules. Verdon* 

" 5. Party per pale, indented, Argent and Gules. (Old earls of 
" Leicejler.) 

" Alfo the effigy of a man kneeling on a culhion in a gown and 
«< ruff.* 

The above arms % and effigy (which probably is that of Wyet- 
man) are delineated in plate VI. fig. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. 

* Of this family, fee more under the article of Wtken. John occurs among 
the benefactors to Hinckley. 

-f Seven different volumes of Vifitations of Lciccftcrfliire, containing pedigrees 
and arms principally taken In 161 9, and many of them merely duplicates, are among 
the Harleian MSS. N° u8o. 1187. 1189. 1369. 1431. 6125. 6183. I nave ex- 
amined them al! ; but they contain nothing relative to Hinckley. 

♦ Another copy of thefe arms (but not of the effigy) as drawn in 16 10 by 
cliolas Charles Lancaster Herald, is preferved in a valuable volume of Church Notes 
and Monuments, formerly the property of Mr. Henry St. George, afterwards of Mr. 
Weft, and now in the library of the Earl of Shelburne. 

The»e 
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There now (tySi) remain : 
I. On a monument in the chancel, with very aukward painted 
bufts, half length, of Mr. Onebye and his lady; under them, 
bufts of their 5 children; all in the drefs of the times; at 
top, their arms; (fee plate VI. fig. 8.) 

" Hie jacet Johannes Onebye Ar. J'c tu ', 
Praecipuum ipfe (fiqua gratiis, fiqua virtuti praemia debetur) 

fuiiplius monumentum. 
Conjugem duxit Emmettam Humfredi Byard Gen. filiam. 
Ex qua quinque liberos fufcepit; 
Elizabetham, Dorotheam, Emmettam, Mariam, 
8c Johannem filium unicum. 
Elizabetham matrimouio junxit Benj amino King Gen. 
Dorotheam Ezekieli Wright, S. T. B. 
Emmettam Richardo Mason, M. D. 
& Mariam Thom* Staveley JV p , 
pulchro forte confilio ; 
qnippe qui primus artes in fe omnes, dein in natis maritavit. 
Johannes denique Mabell*; 
ex illuftri Ashbeiorum familia* locatus eft. 
Tandem optimus fenex 
cum Deo imprimis patriae liberifque 
longam at frudhiofam vitam traxerat 
velut Autumnus meflibus & asvo gravis 
fere oclogenarius quafi feflus, 
fexto Februarii, A. D. 1662, obiit dicam vel fuccubuit." 

1, On a flat ftone, underneath : 
" Here lyeth interred the Body of 

Dame Mercy Onebye, 
Late wife to Sir John Onebye." 

and three fiftcn.° f ^ ^ ^ 31 lcaft . numcrous ' Mabell had Hve brothers 

F 4 3. On 
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3. On two other flat ftones, near the altar : 
" Mrs. Elizabeth Gerard, relift of Nathanaell Gerard, 
gent, and filter to Dame Mercy Onebye, late of Hinckley, de- 
parted this life Aug. 3 1, 1706. 

" Mrs. Frances Dudson, fitter to the late Dame Mercy 
Onebye, died May 5, 1 7 1 9, in the 87th year of her age." 

4. Oppofitc Mr. Onebye's monument, on a beautiful tablet of 
white marble (lee plate VI. fig. 9.) is the following infeription,, 
written by Dr. VV. Freind, fometime Dean of Canterbury : 

" H. S. E. 
Thomas Morres, D. D. 
Olim Collegii Hertfordienfis apud Oxonienfcs focius ; 
Sercniffimx Augusts 
PrincipiiHe W allies Dotarix 
E iacris Domcfticis; 
Hvijus Parochix cum Rectoriade Stoke conjunctx 

Vicarius. 

Ne quid amplius pro meritis attigerit 
(Si quid apud mortales meritis debetur) 
Morte inopina prxreptus eft. 
Erat in illo 
Ingenium liberate 8c prorfus virile, 
Ad ihidia aptilfimum 
Vel fua profequenda vel alionim promo venda. 
Erat, qui & in vultu quodammodo fpirarc vifus eft,. 

Minis animi vigor atque acies ; 
In fecernenda diftinguendo fubtilitas penu fingularis ; 
In meliora qnxque feligendo 

Judicium acre 8c fubaclum ; 
Diligentia accurata 8c indefefia ; 
Mcmoria tenax, 
Omnes itaque Doclrinx fontcs, prxfertim Gixcos, 

3 Avidc 
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Avide haufit, 
Philofophiw Vcteris St Nov* 
Studiofus indagator. 
Autoruni etiam, qui Claflici habentur, 
Ita gratiam illam 8c raram elegantiam 
Sacris, queis fc dedidit, imraifcuit Uteris, 
Ut mirandus Idem fe praeftaret 
In colloquiis jucundiilimum; 
In concionibus gravcm, lucidum, difertum; 
Paftorem denique fidelem, pium, ac verf Chriftianum, 
Deceflit Mart. 16, 1761, natus annos 47, 
Magnum fui defiderium relinquens 

Amicis, quos habuit plurimos, 
Uxorique pnccipu£ AnNjE Morres, 
Quae mcerens hoc pofuit 
M. S." 

5. In the body of the church, on a flat ftone, are three brafles, 
(fee plate V. fig. 1 .) with two lines of an infeription almoft ob- 
literated : 

^tC IIS 

♦ ♦ ♦ . quotum antm* 2>eus proper' ♦ ♦ ♦* 

6. Near the above, on a flat ftone, 

" Petrus Jaques, hujus Ecclefiae Vicarius, 
Gregi fui 22 annos perfpexit 
Probus & pi us, femper ftudiofus, 
Laudabilem egit vitam, 
Et tranquillus obiit 
oa. , . , annofalutis 1704, aetatis 56. 
Pofuit uxor." 

G 7. Catha- 
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7. Catharine the daughter of Mr. Jaques is buried near her 
father; but the greater part of the infenption is hid by the pews. 

8. On a flat ftone, in the North aiflc: 

" Here lyeth 
The Rev. Joseph Cardale, M. A. 
Vicar of Hinklcy*; 
who dyed June 20, 1752, 
aged 73 years.** 

9. On another: 

«« Here lieth the Rev. 
Wm. Cardale, M. A. 
Fellow of Pembroke Hall in Cambridge; 
who died Nov. 12, 1756, aged 28 years.** 

10. On afrnall tablet of white marble, finely ornamented, at the 

top of the South aifle : 

" In gratefull remembrance 
of William Savage of Hinckley 
Brafier, who dyed April the 3d 
1 7 3 1 , in the 7 6th year of his age. 
And alfo of Frances his 
wife, who dyed May the 3d 
1703, in the 44th year of her age. 
Their fon William Savage 

eredted this monument.. 
He died the 1 5th of January 
1764, aged 74.** 

• Mr. Cardale bad before been vicar of Bulkiogton in WarwiJifliire. 

11. On 
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ii. On a neat white medallion, in the middle of a large tomb of 
black, marble, in the North aifle: 

" Near this place lieth the body of Elizabeth the daughter of 
William and Mary Watson, of this parifli, who died the 6th 
of April 1775, aged 18 years." 

t 2. In the South Eaft corner, on a large tablet of black marble, 

finely adorned: 

" Near this place lie interred 
The remains of Thomas Allen *, Gent, 
and Anne his wife, 
Daughter of John Foster, Gent. 1761.** 

There arc a few other fiat ftones in the body of the church, in 
memory of Willi am Purefoy, Efq. of Woolvafton Hall, and 
Jane his wife, with Elizabeth Dawes, their daughter; Mrs. 

Mary Prior relict of Robert Prior, late redtor of , 

aged 77; Mr. John Eley and Thomas his fon; Mr. John 
South all and Jane his wife ; Mr. Thomas Reeves and Sarah 
his wife, with her mother Hannah Bolesworth; Mr. John 
Wood and Anne his daughter; Mr. Francis Dawson, &c. 8cc. 

* On opening his grave, a very ancient free Hone was found, lying horizontally 
about two fect under ground, with a monumental infeription which is not diftinftly 
remembered. By one gentleman I am told it was " Robert Roe Rc&or," and the 
date either mlxxxiii. or mlxxxvii. By another report the name is faid to have 
been llonus Potter, aged 67. The (tone was depofucd in the belfry, where it lay 
fome years neglected, and is now loft. 
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In the Church-yard are feteral monuments of Swedeland flate 
which arc in general coloured with a fine black, and the workman- 
fhip beftowed on fome of them is uncommonly good. A few of thefe 
were by the late Mr. Woodcock ; but mod of them are by Mr. 
Bass, whofe abilities and friendfliip I have already had occalion 
to mention, and whofc premature death I now iincerely lament. 
The principal infcriptions are thefe : 



13." Here lieth the body of Anne 
late wife" of George Wood, fcnior, 
who departed this life A. D. 1705, 
in the 6 1 ft year of her age." 

14. " Thomas San some changed this 
life for a better, October 28, 



15. " Here lieth the body of Anne 
late wife of Robert Paul, fenior, 
who changed this life in hope of a better, Jan. 31, 17 17, 
in the 44th year of her age." 

16. u Nicholas Ward died Jan. 15, 1720, aged 87 years. 
Elizabeth Ward died Nov. 1, 1729, aged 69 years." 

• Tomb flatcs are common throughout the county. They arc excellently written, 
oa by CbriftopherStavelv or* Melton Mowbray. 




Lord 




Monarchici Regiminis,. 
Tarn fuo quam Avorum Genio> 
Strenuus Afiertor." 



17. 



" Here 
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17. u Here lieth the body of William Warner, 
who changed this life Feb. 18, 1721, aged 85 years. 

Born at Wolvev : 
and was a lover of the Church and Monarchy ; 
who, by his induftry, acquired a plentiful fortune, 
and died in peace with all the world." 

18. " Here lieth the body of John Stephens, 
who departed this life Nov. 13, 172 1, aged 3.8*. 

You readers all both old and young, 
Your time on earth will not be long: 
For Death will come, and die thou muir, 
And like to me return to duft." 

19. M Here lieth the body of Richard Smith, 
who departed this life the 1 2th day of April, 1 7 27, 
in the 20th year of his age. 

A fatal halbert* this body flew, 

The murdering hand God's vengeance will purfue; 

From fliades terrene though Juftice took her flight, 

Shall not the Judge of all the World do right? 

Each age and fex his innocence bemoans, 

And with fad fighs lament his dying groans." 

20. " Here lieth the body of John Brayerly, 
late of this parilh, who departed this life 
the 16th day of Auguft, in the year of our Lord 1729, aged 55* 
Alfo near this place lieth buried 
the body of Mary Brayerly, his wife." 

* He was murdered by a recruiting ferjeant, whom he had affronted by a trifling 
joke. 

21. « Her e 
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21. "'Here Heth, in hopes of a blefied refurrection, 

the body of John 1 Robinson, 
who changed this life Dec. 8, 1729, in the 33d year of his age." 

22. '« Here lieth the body of Hannah Maria Iliff, 

who departed this life Dec. 27, 1738.'* 

23. " Here lies the body of Robert Tompson, who changed this 
life in hopes of a better, Feb. 1, 1 739, in the 7 8th year of his age." 

24. " Near this place were interred the bodies of 
Elizabeth Warnkr, June 29, 1740, aged 84; 
William Warnf.k, Jan. 15, 1741, aged 43 ; 
John Ion of William Warner, Feb. 21, 1764, aged 37 
Mary wife of John Warner, Oct. 1 2, 1 762, aged 30. 
Alfu William, Elizabeth, and Mary their children, 
who died in their infancy ; 
and Grace, daughter of William and lifter to John Warner, 
who died Nov. 18, 1765, aged 35." 

25. " In memory of Elizabeth the wife of Jonathan 
Hurst, who departed this life the 24th day of Auguft, 1744* in 
the 44th year of his age. Near this place lie two of their chil- 
dren, Frances and Arthur, who died in their infancy." 

26. " Here lie the bodies of two infants, the Ions of Thomas 
and Frances Cooper of this town ; viz. Thomas, who died Feb. 
12, 1745; and Willtam, who died the 7th of Auguft, 1753." 

27. " Here lieth the body of Edmund Iliff, 
who died Sept. 20, 1746. 
Near it was buried the body of Mary Iliff his 
wife, who died Jan, 13, 174T, aged 37." 
3 28. " Here 
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28. " Here licth the body of George Wood, who departed 
this life the 1 2th day of January, in the year of our Lord 1754, 
aged 75." 

29. " To the memory of 

William Hurst, Elizabeth his wife, 

who departed this life who departed this life 

February 19, 1756, February 24, 1742, 

aged 82 years. aged 68 years. 

And fix of their children ; viz. 

Nathaniel who died in 1728, aged 21. 

Joseph, Benjamin, Willliam, 1 . 
J ' M died in their minority* 

Christian, and Elizabeth, J 

Thrown from life's battlements, behold 

How low in earth together lie 
Captives of Death, both young and old, 

Sad ruins of mortality. 
Yet know, vain Conqueror! that the hour 

Comes on apace, when thefe fiiall rife 
Triumphant o'tr thy dreaded power, 

And claim their mansions in the /kies. 
Whilft thou, the King of Terrors late, 

Thy fad captivity lhall mourn, 
Sad without hope : Thy pomp and ftate, 

Once flown, lhall never know return." 

30. " In memory of Elizabeth the wife of John Bass, 
and daughter of Wilcox Green of Somerby in this county. 
She died Oct. 16, 1756, aged 45 years. 
Alio two of their children, who died infants. 
Alfo of Ann their daughter, 
who died June 1757, aged 20 years." 

31. " Here 
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31. " Here lies the body of Roger Ashby, 
who was 30 years clerk of this parim. 
He died July 25, 1759, a S C(3 7 1 years." 

32. " In memory 
of Mary the wife of John Poole, 
who, bv a fudden call of the Almighty, 
was fummoned in a moment 
into Eternity, 
the 20th of October, 1760, aged 43. 
May that awful act of Providence, 
which fo fuddenly removed her to a better world, 
incline our hearts to fay, tby will be done! 
Alfo of Ann his fecond wife, 
who departed this life 
the 28th of September, 1768, aged 47.** 

33. " To the memory of Thomas Brown, 
who departed this life May 6, 1766, aged 66 years* 

34. " Herelieth the body of Catharine Paul, 
who departed this life Aug. 20, 1768, aged 78. 

Alfo here lies the body of Robert Cooper, 
who departed this life June 18, 177 1, aged 49.* 

35. " Here lie interred 
the remains of Thomas Green, 
late of Somerby in this county, gent, 
who departed this life the 1 oth day of June, 
in the year of our Lord 1772, 
in the 5 5 th year of his age. 
An bone/l matfs the noblejl work of God." 

36. « In 
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36. " In memory of Joseph Wallin, fen. 

Whofe conduct through life 
(the evening of which was a feries of pain, 
which he bore with great patience and manly fortitude) 
rendered him refpectable to all that knew him. 
He died May 13, 1773* aged 73 years. 
And Elizabeth his wife, who died Dec. 9, 1762, aged 60 years. 
Their fon Joseph died January the 5th, 1773, aged 40 years. 
Alfo Thomas fon of Thomas and Catharine Wallin, 
who died in his infancy." 

#• t. - • » > 

37. " To the memory of 
Mary Parr, the relict of the Rev. Robert Parr, 
late rector of Horftead and Coltifliall, in the county of Norfolk, 
died the 5th of February, 1 774, in the 61ft year of her age." 

38. " Here lieth interred the body 
of William Burton, Comedian, 
-who departed this life May 2, 17 74, in the 42d year of his age. 

Silence bow dread, and darknefs bow profound/ 

"Tis as the general pulfe of lifeJloodJlUl 

And nature made a paufe ! an awful paufe ! ,. 

Prophetic of ber tndl* > • . 

39. " In memory of John Poole, many years clerk of this pariflt. 
He departed this life January 27, 1775, in the 66th year of his age. 

He was a ftudent and a lover of the fciences, 
and delighted in viewing and contemplating 
the works of the Almighty 
in his difpenfations of creation and providence, 
(viz.) the power, wifdom, and goodnefs of the Supreme Being. 
ft be works of the Lord are great, fought out of all them that have 

pleafure therein." 

II 40. « To 
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40. « To the memory of 
William Doddington Whalley, Surgeon, 
who departed this life Sept. 24, 1778, 
aged 69 years." 

41. " To the memory of Joseph Nutt, apothecary,, 
who died October 16, 1775, aged 75 years. 

The deceafed was a great, correct, and pure claffical fcholar, 

and a loVer of learning; 
whole humanity and conftant practice in life was 
to aflift the poor and unfriendly with medicines and advice, 
without any other profpect of reward, 
than that heartfelt fatisfa&ion 
which muft always accompany beneficent actions ; 
and whofe calm and philofophic mind 
enabled him to guide the paffions in the paths of virtue,, 
and- taught him through life 
To enjoy the prefent hour, to be thankful for the paft, 
And neither to fear nor wifh the approaches of the laft." 

42. " In memory of Thomas San some, 
who died Feb. 6, 1766, aged 80 years. 
Of Grace his wife, who died Auguft 29, 1776, aged 57 years. 
Alfoof Richard and Elizabeth, two of their children,. 

who died young." 

43. €t In memory of Thomas Brown,- 
who departed this life Auguft 3, 1776, aged 41 years."" 

44. " In memory of Ursula wife of John Robinson, 
who departed this life October 5,1778. 

Be ye ready; for ye know not the day nor the bour. n 

45. « To 
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45. " To the memory of William Bolton, 
who departed this life October 4, 1780, aged 68 years; 
Alio of Catharine his wife, 
who departed thi6 life Auguft 26, 1 780, aged 62 years." 

> - 

46. u Sacred to the memory of William Bass; 
who died Dec 8, 1 781, in the 26th year of his age. 
If probity of manners, if modeft worth, ' . 
If the practice of every duty which dignifies humanity, 
Could have exempted from the grave ; 
Not a fairer example can be named 
Than the Youth we now deplore. 
Though born in humble life, 
His merits were too confpicuous to remain unnoticed. 
He held near four years a commiflion in the Leiccfterlhire militia, 
Till, worn by a fevere and lingering illnefs, 
Which defied all medical afliftance, 
He retired to this his native town, 
Where the fuperiority of his genius was too late difcovcred 
By the friend who infcribes hi9 tomb. 
The laft efforts of his pencil were Views of Hinckley Church, 
Which will perpetuate his name 
When this frail memorial is crumbled with his aflies. 

Deborah the wife of Thomas Bass, 
and mother to William abovementioned, 
died Jan. 25, 1781, aged 52." 

There are alfo grave-ftones to the memory of 

"Nathaniel Callis, 1709; Robert Cooper, Robert Allen, 
and Thomas Smith, fenior, 17 10; Thomas Smith, 1711; 
William and Catharine Ashby, 17*3; Joseph Fisher, aged 
84, 1725; William Paoett, aged 79, 1729; Joseph ion 
of Henry Burton of Swannington, 1740; Robert Bacon, 

H 2 1741; 
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1741; John Dagley, and John Law, aged 82, 1744; Sa- 
muf.l Riley, 1751; Mary Nutt, aged 81, and Thomas 
Rleve, 1758; John Nutt, aged 62, and Elizabeth Gent, 
1762; Anne Preston, 1765; Thomas Ashby, 1768; No- 
ble Reeve, and John King, 1769; Thomas Dash, Sarah 
Nutt, and Hannah Rogers, 1772; Michael Kjlborne, 
1773; Mary Gent, 1775; Sarah Baines, 1776 (with two 
of her children); Rebecca Stafford, 1779; Thomas and 
Elizabeth King; Abraham and Elizabeth Farren; and fe- 
veral children of Thomas and Elizabeth Estlin. 



In the burial -gronnd belonging to the Prelbyterian. meeting- 
houfe (which is a large and good building, erected in 1722) are 
the following epitaphs: 

47, On a fmall brafs plate, fixed in the fide of an altar tomb:. 

" To the memory 
Of the late Rev. Mr. Robert Dawson 
Whofe ftrong and elevated genius 
Was richly improved with ancient Literature : . 
Well he loved and knew the Sciences, 
Yet better loved and knew the Go{pel;~ 
. Tempering his zeal for truth with meeknefs and charity. 
His private character was unfpotted, 
His focial virtues ornamental and attractive, 

His piety folid and fublime. 
He, as a Friend, was fteady, wife, fincere; 
As a Chriftian, adorned the doctrines of Chrift ;. 
As a Minifter, refembled his great Mailer, 
Whom he ferved many years with acceptance and fuctefs ; 
and was much lamented when fuddenly renrtbved : 
From his ufefulnefs on earth to his reward in Heaven, 
June 20, 1 7 5 1, in the 66th year of his age." 

48. « Here 
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48. " Here lieth the body of 
Mary the wife of Joseph Harrison, 
who departed this life 



Here lieth the body of 

Joseph Harrison, 
who departed this life 



Nov. 19, 1752, aged 70. Jan. 2, 1755, aged 59. 



And difobedience brought this lot on all. 

Alt die in him ; how hopelefs mould we be, 

Eleft Revelation ! were it not for thee ! 

Hail, glorious Gofpely heavenly Light, whereby 

We live with comfort, and with comfort 'die J 

Lookthrough this gloomy Hcene beyond the tomb. 

And fee a hope of endlefs life to come. 

Our bodies now defotm'd again (hall rife 

Rcfintt and fuited for immortal joys. 

All tears be dried, each riling figh fuppreft, 

This is our. entrance; oa^ternal reft. 

Here, freed from, pain and grief, and every fin,, 

To live iudeeci the. deafl in Chrift begin,? 

49, « To the memory of Joseph Kemf, 
who departed this life March 24, 1 7 58, aged 78. 

God, who is rich in mercy , for bis great love wberewitb beloved' 
us, evenwken wewere deadjnJmSi bath\quickened us together witb 
Cbriji ; and batb raifed us up toget her, and made us fit together in • 
heavenly places in Cbrifl frfuS.* ^ Ephefians, chap. ii. ver. 4, 5, .6. 

50. " To the memory of Mrs. Sarah Brooks, 
who departed this life Feb. 17, 176 1, aged 67, 

Soft is the bed, the (lumber fweet, 

And bright the profpecl of the juft; 
jefus, who led them to this fafe retreat, 

Received their fpirit, and will raife their duft.* 



It mud be fo; our father Adam's fall 



5 



t. " In 
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5 t. " In memory of James Estlin*, fcnior, hofier, 
who departed this life the 20th of December, f 1 7 6 1,, 

aged 67 years. 

A iviCs a feather ■, and a chiefs a rod; 
An bonejl marts the nohlejl work of God. 

Here Heth interred the body of Ann the wife 
of James Estlin, fenior, who departed this 
life the 1 9th of December, 1 757* in the 54th year of her age. 

Stay, read, prepare, reflect, whilft this you view 
Who next muft die, uncertain : why not you P 

52. M toUecrkctmyftvisauferre cor on Am, 
[An angel holding a croft and drown.] 
In memory of Mrs. Ann Gilbert, 
who departed this life the 18th of January, 1769, 

aged 47 years, 

Don't mourn for me; I*m g6ne to reft 
Where Chrift and all his faints are bleft. 
Prepare yourfelves whilft this you view, 
The fummons next may call on you." 



There are alfo grave-ftones in memory of 

Joseph Pono, aged 65, 175 1. 
Anne Burton, aged 60, 1754. 
Nathaniel Ward, mercer, aged 61, .1759. 
Anne his wife, aged 67, 1762. 



; a: 



Bi- NE- 
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Inftitutions to the Vicarage of Hinckley in the County of 
Leicefter and Diocefe of Lincoln, extracted from the Rolls 
and Regifter Books* of the Bifhop of Lincoln, at Lincoln. 

Communicated by Mr. Bradley, Regiftrar. 



Date of Infiitution. 

1238. 
1247. 

1268, 15 kal. Nov. 
1289, 16 kal. Jan. 

4 id. Maii. 
a kal. Maii. 
Dec. 

5 J ul > r - 
3 kal. Aug. 



133<>> 
J 334, 
i347» 
1349* 



I 35 2 > 5 non " J 0 *"* 
'353> 5 id - No J' 
»357» 7 

1359, 2 non. Dee. 

1360, Dec. 
»3<Si, 6 id. Nov. 
1367, 5 Nov. 

*37°» »5 Se P u 
i373» 6 July. 
1402, 30 July. 
1409, 22 July. 
142 1, 1 1 June. 
1434, 8 June. 

M3 5» 7 
1438, 28 May. 



1490, 4 May. 

i497» 2 5 J une - 

i5°7» 1 1 Au 6* 
1513, 8 Dec. 



1600, 



9 Nov. 
6 Dec. 



Names of Vicars. 

Rogerus Capellanus, 
Richardus de Fcfkcham. 
Robtus dc Heram. 
Wiltus de Stanford. 
Simon de Hynkele. 
Michael de Gaygniaco. 
Nicholaus Gaynaire. 
Maurice Barnabe. 
John Appelton. 
Wm. de Hynkek. 
John de Bcnefeld. 
John de Gowteby. 
John de Smythefton. 
Abel de Eton. 
Galfridus de Hale. 
John de Loughburgh. 
Adam Stephens. 
Richard Waltham. 
William de Thorneton. 
John Berrarde. 
John Berfton. 
John Howys. 
William Erlle. 
Nicholas Tapurto. 
Richard Kynthorpe. 
Roger Jackfon. 
Robert Tylton. 
Richard Smith. 
John Gudeyer. 
Jerries Porter f. 
Henry Sarlby. 
Richard BriftoeJ. 
Jafper Griffith ||. 



Patrons. 



• Abbot of Lira. 



V Prior of Montgrace. 



Dean and Chapter of Well- 
minftcr. 



he Archicpifcopal Rrgifters at Lambeth having been rery kindly (larched on tlii? occ.xfion by Dr. Dt - 
L, Librarian there ; it is extremely remarkable that not one preformation to tlvi> vicar-iL'c is to be r.nmJ 



• T 

CAREL, 

during any vacancv of the See of Lincoln. 
+ I have not a doubt but this is the p 



Ve£Ud in p. 45 i James Porter, vicar, died cither in 1 
♦ He was buried July 19, 1600. S* p. 77- 



n whofe monumental tnfeription hai been fo iinpcifcftK rfco!- 
513 or ' r 37, ai/ed 67. 



* I 3 



|| Buncd M;iv j 1 (,14. 
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In acK!it ion to the preceding Lift of Vicars from the Lincoln records, the Pa- 
rilh Rcgillcrs of Hinckley have enabled me to complete the fcrics to the prefenttime, 

1614, Robert Edmunds (call* himillf ** Minifter"). 
ibn, Thomas Ceiveland (1). 
1652, 'John Barowcs(a). 
j 63, George Nailer (3). 



i 033, Peter Jaques (4). 

i;oi, Samuel Parr (5). 

17*0, John Carte, LL. B. (6). 

1 ; 35, Jofcph Cardale, M. A. (7). 

1752, Thomas Morrcs, I). I). (8). 

1761, John Hlair, LL. D. (9). 

1771, George Thomas. 

1775, William Hicks (10). 

177,1, John Cole Gallaway, M. A. 



Patrons. 
Dean and Chapter of 
Weftminfter. 



Among the benefactions to this parifh recorded in the following pages may be 
inferred, a filvcr patten given by Mrs. Wightraan in 1639, and another patten with, 
two flaggons given by the fame lady in 1659, with the arms of Wight man on 
each, as in plate VII. fig. 7. and thefe inferiptions : 

On one patten, " In teltimony of the good will of Constance Wightman, late 
" wife of John Wightman, to the parith church of Hinckley, 1659." 

On the other, and on the flaggons, " The gift of Constance Wightman, late 
" wife of John Wightman, to the parifli church of Hinckley, 1659." 

There are likewife two old pewter flaggons, marked „f K 

A painting of the Virgin prefenting the child Jefus to Simeon was given to 
the Vicar and Church-wardens of the parifli, in November 1782, by the Author 
of this Hiftory, as an ornament to be placed over their Altar j W. Green and 
W. Lee, Church wardens. 

Y. 36. 1. a. r. "warriors, monks, ice." Among thefe is the effigies of a monarch, 
which I take to be that of Henry IV. the firfl royal lord of Hinckley. It is en- 
graved in plate VI. fig. 1 1. Fig. iz. in the fame plate reprefents one of the monks, 
and fig. 13. the head of fome animal which occurs more than once in the windows. 

Ibid. 1. 7. r. " two bare-headed monks ; and a figure nearly effaced, apparently 
" a bifliop or abbot, perhaps an abbot of Lyra." 

(1) Buried OfL 16, i6t,J. Sec memoirs of him, p. 1 34 — 141. 

(1) Buried Feb. 16, 1661. Seep. 77. (3) Buried Feb. 17, 1683. Seep, 77. 

(4) See hit epitaph, p. 41. {5) Of whom, fee p. jSo— 1K5. 

(7) See hit epitaph, and that of hit ton, p. 42. (8) Sec memoir* of him, p. |8<. 

(<>) See memoirs of lum, p. 1&9 — 191. 

( 10) Now i ccior of 1 Juonington in SufloUc, near the elegant few of hit Grace the Duke «f Grafton. 
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Benefactions to the Town of Hincklev. 

.- . • - • . •■ . i,i * « - i . . ; , . •. • 

I. At the head of this article, what is known by the name of 
" The Great Feoffment" rauft undoubtedly hold the foremolt 
rank., For tfyjs, .noble benefaction the inhabitants of Hinckley 
were originally indebted to one of their very early lords the dukes 
of Lancafter. It contains, as has been already obferved, a fourth 
part of the lordfliip, and comprehends the whole of the demefne 
lands which. in right of the dutchy of Lancafter became vefted in 
t^e crown. 

• f The eagrlieft traces that can now be difcovered are, that in the 
reign of Edward VI. the demefne lands were leafed to Thomas Gon- 
fa/e, in trull for the benefit of the town, which, as will hereafter 
appear, had been greatly impoveriihed uy fire. This leafe was^ 
four times renewed Ipy Queen Elizabeth (in the ad, 9th, 27th,. 
and 45th years of her reign) to "Edward Wigbtman and others. . 

King James was fcarcely eftablifhed on his throne, when a com- 
miflion for charitable ufes was held at Leicefter, on the 4th of 
October, in the firft year of that king's reign, . by Sir Henry Har- 
rington, knt. Sir Thomas Beaumont, knt. Sir Bafil Broke, knt.. 
John Chyppingdale, doctor in lawS, John Stanford and Edward- 
Temple, efqrs, comraiffioners authorized under the great fcal, , 
Jan. 17, 1602-3, The leafe which had been granted by Queen * 
Elizabeth in 1586 was then confirmed; and the clear income 
of it appropriated " to and for the difcharge, fuftentacion, and . 
" bearing of the charges and bufinefies impofed and happening, 
«*no the town of Hinckley." This- meafure feems to have 
been preparatory to a grant (dated May 21,2 James I.) by which 
the whole of the demefne lands were given in fee to Edward; 
Hawardyjames Irevor, William Jack/on, and Robert Bragg> in trull 
3 fop- 
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for Charles earl of Nottingham*. From that powerful noble- 
man they were purchafed in fee by the inhabitants, fubje<& 
to the chief rent of 22 1. os. 7-jd. which, ftill continues to be 
paid. And from this period the manor has uriinteruptedly been 
held by nominal lords, under fucceflive deeds of feoffment. By the 
inclofure of the common field in 1760, a confiderable addition ac- 
crued to the income ; the grofs amount of which is now on an ave- 
rage about 1 1 5I. a year t. From this income the chief rent and other 
neceflary expences are deducted ; and on St. ThomasVday a con- 
fiderable fum is annually given to the induftrious poor, a falary 
paid to the town-fchool-mafters, and the relt of the revenue is 
regularly applied to the public fervices of the town, fubject to the 
audit of the two town-mafters. When the number of feoffees is 
greatly reduced, the vacancies are fupplied by a new deed of feoff- 
ment, the laft of which bears date December 14, 1776, when 
the following gentlemen were appointed to the truft : 

Mr. Thomas Sanfome, fenior. Mr. William Brown. 

Mr. Jofeph Robinfon. Mr. Jofeph Uiff. 

Mr. Thomas Cooper. Mr. John Cooper. 

William Hurft, Efq. Mr. Thomas Sanfome, maltfter. 

Mr. Henry Bryerly. Mr. Thomas Robinfon. 

Mr. Robert Thompfon. Mr. Thomas Sanfome, junior. 
Receiver,, Mr. Thomas Robinfon. 

* This nobleman (elded Ton of the firft lord Howard of Effingham) at various 
periods of his life filled many important offices in. the ftate. He was employed ia 
an embaffy to France, LC59 ; was elected a knight of the (hire for the county of 
Surrey 1562 ; a general of horfe in the rebellion of 1569 ; knight of 'the garter and 
lord chamberlain of the boufhold 1574; lord high admiral of England 1585; a lord 
commiflioner rV>r trying the queen of Scots. 1 586; had a penfion granted him for bis 
iervices in j 588; wascommandcr in chief at fea when Cadiz was taken in 1596, in which 
year he was advanced to the title of earl of Nottingham, and con diluted juftice iti- 
nerant of all the forefts South of Trent; lord high fteward on the coronation of king 
James, under whom he continued to hold the office of lord high admiral and other 
great employments. He died Dec. 14, 1024,111 bis 87th year. 

t This was the teccipt in 1779. In other years it has been a little more or left. 

a. Tux 
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ft. The Lesser Feoffment, which, as well a« the greater, 
is of fo old a date as to be beyond memory, was alfo, like the 
other, the donation of an early ducal lord; and was probably in- 
cluded in the purchafe made by the inhabitants from the earl 
of Nottingham. It has been for time immemorial holden in 
truft for the town by fuccefiive feoffees; whofe number being 
reduced to five, a new deed of feoffment was executed December 
£4, 1776, by which eight new feoffees were admitted to the 
truft of " all and lingular the meffuages, lands, outhoufes, edi- 
" flees, and buildings, with the appurtenances, fituate, (landing, 
« c and being in the borough of Hinckley, called the Roundbt//, for- 
" merly an inn, and called fometimes by the name of 'tbe Bull 
" I»n, and compaffed about on all fides with the king's highway 
" or common ftreet in Hinckley aforefaid, now confiding of the 
u feveral buildings or tenements after mentioned, viz. The Toivn 
" Ha// 9 commonly called Toe Drapery and Butchery \ four mei- 
« fuages or tenements *,8cc; together with all and fingular edifices, 
" buildings, out-houfes, barns, ftables, gatehoufes, yards, ways, 
" paths, paffages, eafements, commons, and common of paft tire, 
" emoluments, advantages, hereditaments, and appurtenances 
" whatfoever, to the faid meffuages or tenements and premilcs lx> 
" longing, or in any wife appertaining, 8cc. To have and .to 
" hold, &c. ; in truft to apply the rents, ilTues, and profits, to and 
" for fuch ufes, intents, and purpofes, and in the fame manner, 
" as the fame were originally given, granted, devifed, and pur- 
" chafed for." The feoffees are empowered to leafe the premifes 
for a term not exceeding twenty -one years, for the beft rent that 
can be obtained; to eleft a receiver from among themfclve* 

* By the fide of thefe is a paflage called The DuL's Tunc, and clofc adjoining k 
The King's Bakebeufe, mentioned in p. 23. — Of the crown rait there alfo mentioned, 
58. 4 d. is paid for the Greater 'Feoffment; 2s. i jd. for the Lcfler Feoffim-m , 
1 s. 8d. by the bailiff of Hinckley, tor liccnlc to appoint a deputy, and ojd. by iUe 
dean and chapter of Weftminfter. 

I yearly- 
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yearly on the feaft of St. Thomas, on which day an account of 
all receipts, payments, difburfements, and allowances, is to be pro 1 - 
duced; and the receiver is retrained from expending in any one 
year any fum exceeding lix (hillings on any one particular bu- 
linefs, without the con lent of the major part of the feoffees then 
living. The " original intents, ufes, and purpofes, defigned and 
•* appointed in the applications and difpofition of the faid rents, 
" ifilies, and profits (until they fhall be more fully and plainly 
** difcovcred by inipedlion of the ancient deeds, charters, and writ- 
" ings, relating to the faid premifes, for long time loft* or mif- 
" j>laced) w are directed to be " hereafter guided and directed by 
" the ufage, applications, and difpofition of the laid premifes, 
" rents, iflues, and profits, which by the feoffees, or the major 
44 part of them for the time being, have been ufed, accuftomed, 
4< applied, anddifpofedof,for thefpaceof 70 years! and upwards.*" 

The whole of the Lefter Feoffment is now let to one tenant at 
the yearly rent of 24I. 1 os. ; which is applied in aid of the general 
public purpofes of the other feoffment. 

The prefent truftees are^ 

William Hurfr, ECq. Mr. Jofeph Robinfon. 

Mr. Thomas Sanfome^ fenior. Mr. Thomas Robinfon. 

Mr. WilHam Brown. Mr. Jofeph Prefton. 

Mr. Henry Bryerly. Mr. Robert Bains. 

Mr. William Applebee; Mr. John Samuel Parr. 

Mr. Jofeph Iliff. Mr. Thomas Sanfome, junior. 

Mr. John Cooper. Receiver, Mr. W. Applebee. 

" Ic is highly probable, that all the town records were contained by fire in the 
reign of King Henry VIII. The prefent church-regifter begins in 1524. The 
grant for the market, which is dated January 20, [1550] 4 Edward VI. exprcfsly 
lays, that there had been no market held for fevcral years, by rcafon that their old 
charter had been burnt " by mikdventure of fire." The lcafe mentioned in p. $$x 
is dated May 14, [1550,] 5 Edward VI. . 

f This is merely nn indefinite law term, to denoto that they had been at leafl fo 
L-.ng in poffeffion " 300 years" would have been nearer the true period. 

3' Sir 
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3. Sir William Roberts, of Sutton Cheney, knight, gave 
30L to be lent yearly on bond with good fureties to fix tradefmen 
of this parifli, having moft need, and being good hufbands, by the 
rninifter, churchwardens, and overfeers of the poor, at die intereft 
of xod. per pound; which on Good-Friday mall in equal fhares 
be diftributed betwixt the poor of Hinckley and the parifli of 
Barwell. 

4. John Wightman, late grocer and citizen of London, be- 
queathed inthe year 1636 to this parifli 50I. the intereft of which 
is annually to be diftributed to the poor; fince which, a clofe 
called Stud ford Clofe, in Earl Shilton, in this county, was pur- 
chafed with the faid 50L and now lets for 40s. a year, which is 
appropriated as above, for the ufe of the poor, on Good Friday. 
John Turner, Thomas Sanfome, 1779, churchwardens. 

5. Mifs Dorothy Noel, of Hinckley, gave 

To the church of Hinckley, 40s. 

To the poor there, — 40s. < 

To mend wells and caufeys, 40s. 

Bridges and ways in the lordfhip, 40s. 

To purchafe lands, — 40s. 

Of which lands the yearly rents lhall be employed towards the 
education of three poor children of this town, chofen by the mi- 
nifter, churchwardens, and overfeers of the poor, in the fchool 
there, by paying for the teaching and buying books for them, till 
they are able to be apprentices. 

6. Sarah Farren, of Hinckley, fpinfter, left January 3, i 734, 
five pounds to the vicar and churchwardens of this parifli, in 
truft, that the intereft thereof might be laid out upon a gown to 
be annually given on St. ThomasVday to a poor widow of this 

I z parilh : 
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inirifh : and by the legacy being unpaid for feveral years, the prin- 
cipal is now increafed to ten pounds, fo that two gowns will be 
henceforth annually given to the proper objects. Sept. 26, 1763. 

7. 1 741. Sampson Woodland, gent, left to the poor of this 
parifli 40I. ; iol. of which was difpofed of amongft them; the? 
other 30I. with 10J. more given by Richard Woodland, late of 
Leicefter, brother to the faid Sampfon Woodland, purchafed a 
clofe callGd the Stocking Clofe in this town, the yearly rent of 
which is annually dittributed amongft the poor of this pariih on 
Good Friday, by the overfeers thereof. N. B. The prefent rent is 
3*- 143- 

8. Elizabeth Fitch, of Burbach, in the county of Leicefter, 
did by her laft will bequeath " to the poor of Hinckley, and to 
M repair the borough-ftreet and caufeys there, the fum of three 
" pounds and ten millings r yearly and every year for ever; that is 
u to fay, forty millings to the poor, and thirty millings to the re- 
<* pair of the faid ftreet and caufies, to be paid and diftributed out 
"of my toll in Hinklcy." 

A true copy from the la/2 will and 

tejlanient of the abovementioned 

Elizabeth Fitch, 

Thomas Sanfome, -\ , . „ 

John Turner, } Churchwardens, 178 1- 
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Natural History, Mineral Waters, Fossils, Sec. 

A tradition remains at Hinckley, which mould not have been 
here recorded but that it is confirmed, not only by the particular re- 
lation of my intelligent friend Mr. John Robinlbn inferted at large 
below*, butalfo by other rcfpectable teftimonies which accompany 
it. In harveft-tVme, in the year 1672, a number of men, being at 
work in Hinckley field, were alarmed by a rumbling noifc in the air, 
which they apprehended to be thunder at a diftance, till one of 
them, who had been a feaman, aflcrted that it was aflliredly the 

* ** I have often heard my late uncle Mr. Thoitias Sanfome (whofe epitaph \i 
u printed in p. f£) relate, that, being, when a young man among the harvefl 
'* in Hinckley field, a very particular noife was heard at a diftance. Mod people 
" concluded it to be thunder j but the day was fine and calm, and no' appearance 
" of any fuch thing. It was much liftened to on account of the bar veftj the farmer, 
" when engaged in this bnfmefs, being always atrctuive to the weather. There 
" happening to be a man at work in the field who had been engaged in ica affairs 
" fome years before, he declared it to be the firing of great guns or cannon, and laid 
" himfelf upon the boggy ground, liftcning with much attention, and frequently de- 
*' clared that and that, &c. were broadfides, which put them into £bme conllcma- 
" tionj and foon after they heard of the fea engagement that was fought on that day." 

Hiftory affords many inftances of news of battles being carried fo incredibly 
quick, that it is ufual to fuppofc that it was only a groundlefs tumour, but which 
proving true Was thought worthy to be recorded. Had the event been othcrwife, 
we mould never hate heard of it. But there is a traditional ftory at Cambridge, 
which (hews, that in later times at leaft, fomething very extraordinary in this way 
may happen, and yet be accountable for in a perfeifby natural way. Sir Ifaac Newton 
came into the hall of Trinity college, and told the other fellows, that there had been 
ana&ion juft then between the Dutch and Engliih, and that the latter had the worft 
of it. Being asked how he came by his knowledge ; he faid, that, being in the ob- 
fervatory, he heard the report of a great firing of cannon, fuch as could* only be be- 
tween two great fleets, and that as the noife grew louder and louder, he concluded 
that they drew nearer to our coafts; and confequcntly that we had the worft of ic r 
which the event verified. At the laft fiege of Oftend, the noife of the artillery was 
heard fo plain on the Norfolk coaft, that thofc who had been ufed to them could 
diftinguUh between the diicharges of cannon and mortars. 

2. noife 
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noife of " broadfidetobroadfide." However incredible this tradition 
may appear, the Rev. Mr. Jones, (F. R. S. and rector of Pafton in 
Northamptonfhire), in his valuable «' Phifiological Difquifitions, or 
«' Difcourfes on the Natural Philofophy of the Elements," p. 299, 
exprcflly fays, " It was commonly affirmed, and I heard it Ipoken 
"of when I was young, that the great engagement between 
" the Dutch and the Englifli at fea in 1672, was heard by the 
" people who were out at work in the fields to the very centre of 
" England: Mr. Derham fays, it was heard 200 miles." It was 
heard at London ; but that is not fo furprizing, as it is much nearer, 
the engagement having been ofFSouthwold Bay in Suffolk. 

On the road to Lutterworth, within a few yards of Hinckley 
town, is a fpring called " The Holy Well," originally dedicated 
to the Virgin Mary,, and once known by the name of " Our La- 
dy's Well," the water of which is exquifitely clear and good. 

At Cogg's Well, Chriftopher's Spa, and .the Friefl: Hills, are alio 
good mineral waters. 

In a large gravel-pit about a mile from the town, in the turn- 
pike road to Derby, a great variety of curious foflils has within 
tbefe few years been difcovered. Many of thefe, by falling into 
the hands of the incurious, have perifhed ; but a good collection is 
preferved in the cabinet of David Wells, Efq. of Burbach, and 
another has been formed by Mr. John Robinfon of Hinckley. 
Both thefe collections having been kindly fubmitted to my in- 
fection, fome of the moft picturefque fubjects are accurately de- 
lineated in plate VIII*; and an explanation is here fubjoined. 

» N° 1 — iS. were found at Hinckley; 19 — 22 at Burbach. N° 13 — 18, is 
Mr. Robinfon'sj N° 22 is my own (ihe gift of the Hev. Mr. Norton); all the other* 
belong to Mr. Weill, who has a fine duplicate of N° 16. 

I. Cow- 
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1. Conchita OJlreolypoliti ; a fliell of the oyfter kind. 

2 * a ' \ Bivalve (hells of the Cardium or cockle kind. 

2. b, J 

3. A fpecics of the Turbo, or fcrew-fhell. 

4. Pediinites ; both fides, a and b. 

5. The Mufclc. 

6. Fungiles; this is fuppofed to be a muftiroom* petrified. 

7. Opbiomorpbites; the Snake- ftone; a fpecies of the Cornu Am- 

tnonis or Nautilus. 

8. A fragment of another fpecics of the Cornu Ammonis. 

9. Fibular es Echiniti; the Button-ftone; both fides, a and b. 
10. A/leria, or 4Jlroites\ Star-ftones. Two varieties, a and b. 

Of the radiated fort there arc great numbers. 

10. c. A fragment of an Entrocbus, or St. Cutbberfs head. 

1 1. Glojfopetra (fo called from its fome what refembling a tongue); 

a mark's tooth. 

12. Lapii megaricus pe&inites; a congeries of fliells of the Peclen 

or fcallop kind. Of this clafs various forts are found, with 
different kinds of fhells cluttered together. 

13. Large fragment of a Cornu Ammonis ', curioufly marked. 

14. A ftone that has evidently received a ftrong impreflion from 

the fcales of a large fifli. 

1 5 . Another fpecies of the Cornu Ammonis, 

16. The oblong Concha perfect. This is the Anomia Grypbus of 

Linnaeus, and is one of the foflils which moil abounds at 
Hinckley ; but they are feldom found perfect ; the greater 
part of them wanting the lid, which is frequently found 
feparated from theihell, in which ftate it is often miftaken 
for a petrified oyfter-fhcll, which it greatly rcfembles. 

17. Chamites longiuj cuius undulatuk^ feu Concha longa latjeque 

Lifteri, p. 170. 

* Mr. Wells has another muQiroom, which is apparently mineralifcd. 

18. A 
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1 8. A fpecies of the frocbites, or Top-ftiell, accidentally fattened 

to the corner of a (tone. 

19. Icbtbyo/itbi; the petrifaction of the vertebrae of a fiflj. 

a °' [ Coraltita; petrified fea plants. 
22. A fpecies of caterpillar mineralized. 

Befides what are here engraved, Mr. Wells has (hewn me the 

following articles : 

1 . dntbropolitbi ; the petrifaction of human bones. 

2. Lit boxy/a, petrified wood; of which various fragments are 

found. 

3. Carpo/itbi; petrified fruit ; particularly a pear. 

4. Zoo/Mi; the teeth of an animal petrified. 

5. Petrified horn. 

6. Be/emniteSy or thunderbolts ; fo called from their refemblance 

to an arrow-point. The Bekmnite belongs to- the tefta- 
ceous part of the animal kingdom, and to the family of 
the Nautili. 

7. Two pieces of femi-metal, fuppofed to be Cobalt; fome are 

entire and much larger. They are compofed of fulphur> 
and a metallic fubftance, which firft flies off in fufion. 

Of thefc the four firft were found at Burbach; the others at 

Hinckley. 

Mr. Wells has likewife fome fmall particles of native cinnabar 
and copperas ftone; with quantities of yellow, brown, and red 
ochre; and Mr. Robinibn has a great variety of the Afteriae, Con- 
chites, Bclcmnites, Markafites, Plum-pudding-ftones, &c. 

The head of a bird (with the bill or beak) mineralifed, and 
the itones called Bufonites, have been found in the parifhes of 
Hinckley and Burbach. 

Of 
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Of the plants growing fpontaneoufly in the environs of Hinck- 
. ley (communicated by Mr. Robinfon) the following lift would 
have been much larger, if I had not rejeded from it fuch as art 
very common in moft parts of this kingdom. 

Amara dulcis. Solanum Dulcamara. Woody Nightmade, or bitter- 

fweet ; in wet hedges : not uncommon. 
Agrimony. Agrimonia Eupatoria; in margins of fields frequent. 
Alexanders. Smyrnium Clufatrum ; in ditches. 
Ladies bed-ftraw. Gallium verum ; in dry fields. 
Betony. Betonica officinalis; banks, fields, and hedges; common. 
Briony. Bryonia alba ; in groves and hedges. 
Butcher's broom. Rufcus aculeatus\ on heaths and woody places. 
Butter bur. Frequent in Leiccfterfhire, but fcarce elfewhere in 

England. Tuflilaga bybrida, long fialked Coltsfoot or 

Butter bur. 

Burnet. Votenxsmfanguiforba; in mountainous meadows. 
Centaury. Gentiana Centaureum\ in dry and barren paftures. 
Coltsfoot. TuGilzgpfarfara; in damp places. 
Water-crefles. Sifymbrium Najlurtium ; in watery places. 
Devil's bit. Scabiofa fuccifa; in dry fields and woods. 
Flower-de-luce. Iris p/eudacorus; in wet meadows and rivers 
frequent. 

Hemlock. Conium maculatum\ in hedges, Sec. frequent. 
Liverwort; Lichen caninus. Afh-coloured ground Liverwort, 
on heaths, &c. 

Melilot. Trifolium Melihtus officinalis-, in corn fields and hedges. 
Moneywort. Lyfimachia nummularia\ in wet meadows and 
paffures. 

Saint PeterVwort. Hypericum quadrangulum\ in wet woods and 
hedees. 

o 

Meadow Sweet. Spircea Ulmaria ; in wet meadows and banks 
of rivers. 

K This 
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This being the middle and perhaps the higheft part of the 
earth's common furface in England, my readers will not be dif- 
pleafea* to fee a few remarks on that iubjeft, in the words of Mr. 
Kobinfon, an intelligent obferver of the works of nature. 

" The walks and views about the town are pleafing and ex- 
" tenfive. From the Derby turnpike road near the Bond end is a 
" diltant view of King Richard's field, Charnwood forelt, and the 
" adjacent country ; and from Beacon hill the woods extending 
" from Burbach on the South, and the oppofite fields towards 
" Barwell, form a pleafant riling. Between thefe the ground finks 
u into a deep valley, which, gradually opening and rifing towards 
" the horizon, forms amoft delightful and very extenfive profpedt, 
" including a view of 5 o churches*, with many gentlemen's feats, 8cc. 

* ■ 

" A lift of Churches with their diftance. 





Miles. 






Miles. 


** Hinckley, — 


1 


a 


Market Bofworth, 


6 


" Burbach, — 


i 


tt 


Claybrook, — - 


6 


«< Barwell, — 


1 


<< 


Frolefworth, — 


6 


" Afton Flamvil, 


ft 


tt 


Narborow, — 


6 


" Elmifthorpe, 


2 


« 


Leir, — 


7 


f< Stapleton, — 


ft 


tt 


Colby, — 


7 


" Earl's Shilton, — 


3 


a 


Broughton Aftley, 


7 


" Stoke Goldingham, 


3 


« 


Whetfton, — 


7 


" Shanford, — 


4 


u 


Blaby, — 


8 


" Sapcot, — 


4 


tt 


Ratby, — 


8 


" Stonyftanton, — 


4 


tt 


Countifthorp, — 


8 


" Thurlafton, — 


4 


tt 


Nelfton, — 


9 


" Kirkby Malory, — 


4 


« 


Dunton-Baflet, — 


9 


« Croft, — 


5 


tt 


Glenfield, — 


9 



* A remarkable fight, and perhaps not to be paralleled at any place but in Ho!* 
land, where, on a riling ground in the neighbourhood of Utrecht, more than 70 
churches and Tillages are to be fecn, and a dial is creeled with their names and 
di.lances. 

" Afliby 
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Miles. Miles. 

" Afhby Magna, 10 " Bruntingthorp, 1 3 

" Great Wigfton, 10 " Fleck ney, — 14 

" Gilmorton, — 11" Saddington, — 15 

"Lutterworth, — 11 " Ilfton on the Hill, 17 

"Ailftone, — 11 " Kibworth, — 17 

« Markfield, — 11 « Theddingworth, 18 

" Peatling, — 1 2 " Weft Carlton, 1 8 

" Orton on the Hill, 12 " Latighton, — 18 

" Church over, 12 " Scraptoft, — 18 

« Evington, — 1 2 « Nafeby, — 20 

" Kimcot, — 12" Norton, 22 

" Seats. 

Miles. 

" Afton Hall, Edmund Cradock Hartop, Efq. — 2 

« Wykin, William Burleton, Efq. 2 

" Kirkby Malory, Lord Vifcount Wentwortb y ■ 4 

" Bofworth, Sir Wolfian Dixie, 6 

" Oldbury, Rowland Oakover, Efq. 8 

" Gopfhall, Afsbeton Curzon, Efq. ■ 10 

" Stretton Hall, Sir George Robin/on t ■ 1 7 

« Weft Carlton, Sir John Palmer^ 1 8 

** Scraptoft, Mrs. Wigley, — 1 8 

u Quenby, Sbuckburgb AJbby, Efq. 1 22 

" Hills and Woods. 

Miles. MUci. 

" Croft hill, — s " Burrow hills, Nor- -i 

« Charnwood foreft, 11 *' thamptonftiire, J 30 



" Mereval wood, 1 1 " Peak hills, Derbylhire, 40 

" South Killworth wood, 16 

" From tbe Lawns and from Priejl Hill Coventry is diftinctly 
" fcen, with part of Warwickftiire, 

K 2 « By 
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" By comparing, my barometer journal for feveral years paft 
" with thofe made in London during the fame years, I find a 
" very con inferable difference in the cxccfs of the rifing and fall- 
" ing of the mercury ; for at London it rifes upon an average 
" r '- j of an inch higher than with me at Hinckley, but does not 
" fink fo low at London by a like difference of ±; if therefore 
" we fuppofe the fall of the mercury of an inch, very near 
<c equivalent to 98 feet of perpendicular height, then the above 
" 1 S ,ve 539 ^ eet f° r f ^ ie difference in height between 
" Hinckley and London. Thefe computations cannot be fup- 
" pofcd to be entirely exact and accurate, yet they may be fuf- 
" ficient to juftify the above conjecture. 

" Some of the principal rivers in the ifland, the Trent, Se- 
" vern, &c. take their rife in and about this neighbourhood *. 

" The partfh of Hinckley contains a variety of caTths or 'foils, 
" as clay, gravely fands, and a variety of mixed foils of all thefe; 
" alfo peat-earth and marie, with very good brick clay. The 
" brick made here is confiderable ; and fpme of it, if properly ma- 
" naged, might be good potter's clay. There is alfo a variety of 
" water, moftly good and wholfome, and fome of it excellent. 
" There is a confiderable variety of timber trees; the oak, afh, 
" and elm, 8cc. grow very well, but at prefent the elm is moft 
" planted. The Wronger foils bear very good wheat and beans, 
" and the lighter ones peafe, barley, and oats, in great plenty. 
" Large quantities of land are at prefent employed in pafturage, 
" being very good for the dairy and feeding cattle, and alfo for 
" fhcep. The moft barren land is in the extremities of the parifti, 
" which parts were formerly much covered and overgrown with 
" furze, but have been improved, and there is little of it now 
" remaining. Moft of the land produces good crops of turnips, 
" and the different varieties of grafies." 

* Ti-.j Soirt\ tncicmly called Lure, takes its rife near Hinckley; and, after com- 
porting Lciceik-r en the Wert and North fide9, dividing part of this couuty from Nat- 
ting]i:mifhire, and enlarging iifelf with the Wrekt, the Dene, and the Suite, unites with 
the Tra.t a little bejond KaJcltfi ufett Scare. 

4 ANTI- 
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A K T I Q.U I <f I E S. 

*4 t S ' * • • ml* ■ * 

In a valuable volume of Records belonging to the office of the 
Dntchy of Lancafter is the blazonry of the ducal arms, accompa- 
nied by the banners of the various lordfhips which centered in 
that diltkiguifhed title. Among thefe is the banner borne by the 
old earls of Leicefler \Vi right of their Honour of Hinckley, viz. 
Party per Pale indented, Argent and Gules, as in the arms engraved 
in plate VI. fig. 7. The banner itfelf is alfo delineated in plate 
VII. fig; 4. For the fight of this curiofity, and for the commu- 
nication of many other particulars relative to the early part of the 
Hiftory of this ancient Town of Hinckley, I am indebted to the 
politenefs of Francis RwfTell, efq. folicitor to the Dutchy of 
^ancafter. 

In a field about a mile from Hinckley, on the road to Leicefter, 
flood formerly a Beacon*. The fpot is ftill called " Beacon Hill," 
Another was on the tower of the church? (as may be feen in 

* Before the reign of 'Edward -III, Beacons were but (lacks of wood fet op on high 
places, which were fired when the corning of enemies was defcried ; but in that 
reign pitch-boxes were fet up inftead of thefe flacks. Such is the defcription of a 
Beacdn as cited from lord Coke, by Profcflbr Ward, in the Archasologia, vol. I. p. 3 ; 
where it appears, p. 6, that there were formerly three beacons in Warwickfhire, 
which, when all lighted, would convey notices to fix adjacent counties ; that at Burton- 
Dajfet into Gloucefterfhire and Oxfordfhirc ; that- at BickcnbiU into Staffordfhire 
and Worceftcrfhire ; and that at Ahnkjkirby into Leieeftcrfbire: whence the Hinckley 
beacon (fituatcd almofl; in the centre of the kingdom) would extend the intelligence into 
the counties of Derby, Nottingham, Rutland, and Northampton. 

T Dr. Ducarel has obferved in very many of our churches, particularly thofe in 
Kent and Suflcx, that where you fee a tower of a church in a high fit u at ion, and that 
the prefent pinacles are not alike, although of (lone (as is the cafe at Hinckley), the 
difference arifes, as he thinks, from there having formerly been a beacon placed on the 
faid ftccplc. 

* 

plate 
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plate U), near the rtone chair on the battlements, commonly called 
" The King's Chair 

In one of the windows of Mr. Green's houfe in Caftle-ftreet are 
the arms engraved in plate V. fig. 15. viz. 3 boars heads on a 
fefs Sable (Query, if Betbell, Evans, or Warner f\ with three eagles 
Or, difplayed, in a field Vert, Wynne* 

Mr. Wells of Burbach has feven Roman copper coins of Claudius 
Gothicus and Conftantine, which were found on the Watling- 
ftreet road, near the Roman camp at Mancefter, near Hinckley. 

On fomeof them, imp. clavdivs. — Rev. providen. avg. 

On others, victoria exercitvs, &c. — Rev. Romulus and Re- 
mus with the Wolf. 

In a field near 'the Holy Well were found, in 1755, fix nobles 
of Edward III. of fine gold, (truck probably in 1353. Two of 
them, in good prefervation, remain in the poftefiion of Mrs. Wballey 
of Hinckley, and exadtly anfwer the defcription given by Mr. 
Folkesf. 

EDWARD DEI GRA REX ANGL DNS HTB ET AQT. The king 

(landing in the centre of the ftiip, on the right fide armed, 
with his fword drawn in his right hand, and in his left his 
fliield, on which his arms, quarterly, 1. 4. France fera6 de 
lys, 2. 3. England three lions pafiant guardant. Over the 
ports appear the lion of England as in the arms, and fleur 
<le lys alternately ; below are fpikes projecting between them. 
A flag bearing St. George's crofs is flying at the ftern. 

? The veftige of fomc forgotten cuftom may here be traced. On Shrove Tucfday 
the fexton has an ancient privilege of admitting as many pcrfons as he pleafes on the 
leads and battlements, and to examine the bells j which is confidered as an annual 
holiday to the children of the town. 

f See his valuable Table of EnglHh Gold Coins, plate I. N°4. Some fimilar coins 
were mentioned n the news-papers of that year to have been found on Fmcblej com- 
mon ; in error of the tranferiber, poflibly, for HintkUy. Sec Gent. Mag. 1755, p. 234. 

ICH 
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IHC AVTEM TRANSIENS PER MEDIVM JLLORVM I BAT. In a 

double trefiure of eight arches with trefoils in the outward 
angles, and a fleur dc lys and crown over the lion of England 
alternately within acrofs fleury voided; in the centre a role 
with four leaves pointed with as many trefoils faltirewifc, in- 
cluding the letter e» 

Mifs Cooper of 7be AJlivoods, Hinckley, has a filver groat of 
Henry V. (ltruck. by the Conqueror of France in his mint at Calais) 
which was found in a field between Hinckley and Burbach. It is 
accurately engraven by Mr. Folk.es-, and may be thus explained: 
henric di gra rex angl et franc. In a double treflure 
a full face and open crown fleury, with an annulet on each 
fide the neck ; marked on both fides with a crofs pierced. 
villa calisie in the inner limb; posvi devm adivtorf. 
mevm in the outer. Crofs fleury to the edge ; on each 
quarter of the inner circle three pellets ; an annulet joining 
the three pellets in two tranfverfe quarters, and one after the 
word posvi. 

Mr. Edward Warden, of Nuneaton, has a curious coiir of Phi- 
lip king of Spain and Mary of Portugal (his fecond queen) not 
dated. It was found June 16, 1773* in an old box belonging to 
William Ejford of Higham t, is exactly the fize of the Angelet 
defcribed by Mr. Folkesf, and weighs 52 grains. Though to- 
tally unconnected with Englilh hiltory, as it was found in the 
neighbourhood of the town 1 am writing about, a reprefentation. 

* In Instable of filver coins, plate IV. fig. 9. 

-j~ Several other gold anJ filver coins were found at the fame time. Among the 
r;old coins (43 in number) were fome of Edward VI. and fevcrat of FJizabeh ; the 
Jintifh gold crow.) of James I. (fee Folkcs, pine XI. N° VII.) and fomc of 
Charles !. Of the filver, I have no other account than that 5 (about the f:/.e of a 
fhilliiiu) were not dated ; two large fiegc pieces were marked V s * ar.d two lou'lcr 
pieces darul 1673 and 1676. 

% In his ninth plate of Gold Coius, fig. 6. 

K 4. of 
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of it is given in plate VI. fi^. 10. On one fide are the heads of 
Philip and Mary, facing each other, both crowned * ; inferibed 

rilLS. DEI. GR AT. H1SPANIAR. REX. 

Reverie, the arms of Caftile and Leon, quartered, 

DVCATVS. ORDI. TRANVA. HISP. 

Mint-mark, a caftle. 

Mr. Skardon of Colman-ftreet Buildings has a large filver fcal 
ring (the imprcifion of it a merchant's mark) which was found 
by a fervant of Mr. Binley in the road between Smockington an 
Little Wigfton. It weighs i8dwts, I2gis. and is engraved in 
plate IV. lig. 2. 

The third figure in the fame plate is a brafs feal, with a fardo- 
nyx, found in Bofworth field by the late Mr. Thomas Green t 
of Somerby, and now in the pofleflion of his daughter Mrs. Mor- 
ris of Wert Smithfield. 

In the fourth figure are the arms of Firebrace of Stoke; of 
which family a farther account will be given in the Appendix, 

1>- 157. 

In plate V. fig. 2. rcprefents the top of an old ivory crucifix 
found in the garden at Wykin Hall> and now in my pofleflion. 

The arms in fig. 15. (taken from a window at the top of the 
Upper Bond End Street) are thofe of 'Thomas St. Nicholas of 
Afhe, near Sandwich in Kent, Efq. and Dorothy his firfl wife, 
daughter of Ti/gbman of Kent \. 

* Only two Englilh gold coins of Philip and his firft queen Mary occur in Mr. 
Folkcs's plates-, neither of which has any effigies. And where this king and queen 
arc rcprcfenteJ together on their Englilh coins, a fingle crown is fufpended between 
their hauls. 

T See his epitaph in p. 48. 

J They had iflue Thomas St. Nicholas, Efq. of A(he, barrirtcr at law, living 
166 j. Vide H. 2 — 85, and D. 18 — 1 $8. b. in Coll. Armor. Timothy Nicholas, 
Efq. was fticriff of Lciccftcrfhire in 1737. 

RECORDS, 
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Records, Royal Grants, Remarkable Events*, 8cc. 

Withlaf king of Mercia, by his charter to Croyland abbey dated 
in 833, as recited at large in Ingulphus, p. 10, confirms to that 
abbey " donum Normanni quondam vicecomitis in Sutton juxta 
" Bofwortbe y duas carucatas terra, 8c unum molendinum ventri- 
" cium. Item donum ejufdem Normanni in Stapilton^ viz. ma- 
" ncrium, 8c duas carucatas terra?. Item donum ejufdem in 
" Badby, viz. quatuor hidas terrae cum appendiciis." Q. Whe- 
ther Normanton ^urvile was not the relidcnce of this Norman, 
and took its name from him? There is another Normanton and 
Sutton near Belvoir cattle, on the edge of Lincolnfhire. 

Haraldus was in 1060 fteward to Edward the ConfefTor; and 
was fucceeded in that office by Houelin (mentioned in p. 6). 

Henry Beauclerc> fon to William the Conqueror, was high 
fteward in 1072, between the death of William Fitz-Ofborn and 
the appointment of the elder Grentesmainel; in whole perfon, 
about the year 1090, the high stewardship and the honour of 
Hinckley became hereditary. 

In 1 20 5,Petronillacountefsof Leiceftergave 3000 marks to have 
the county of Leicefter with its appurtenances, together with the 
fees and domains belonging to the honour of Grentesmainel as 
well within the county as without, as her right and inheritance; 
provided that all the lands of the Normans holden of the fame fee 
belonged to the king; and that the houfeof Witewich mould be 
committed to whomfoevcr the king would, the party giving furety 
that he would faithfully ferve the king. Mag. Rot. 1 205, 6 Joh. 
17. b. Warw. 8c Leic. Madox, Hift. Excheq. 338. There is a 
liberty or franclufe within this county called 7 'be Bi/bop"s fee. 

* The reader will readily fee that the greater part of thefe articles relate imme- 
diately to the town of Hinckley } and the very few that are not fo are con- 
nccled with the fubjefl, as relative to the county at large. 

L At 
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At the coronation of queen Eleanor in 1235, Simon de Mont- 
fort earl of Leicefter claimed the office of high fteward : his 
claim was then controverted by Roger Bigot earl of Norfolk, as 
being his right; but it appeared that the lame contention having 
arifcn about the coronation of king John, it was compromilcd in 
favour of the earl of Leicefter, on his giving ten knights fees to 
the earl of Norfolk, who thereupon releafed his claim. Ex Lib. 
Rubro Scaccarii, ut tranferibitur in MS. Cotton. Claudius, C. IV. 

In 1289, Oliver Sutton bifliop of Lincoln quitted claim to 
Edmund earl of Leicefter of all pretcnfions to the lordjhip of 
Hinckley. 

Hinckley mill and fines occur 1326, in a roil de Banco, Trin. 
19 Edward II, Rot. 153. 

Search being made in the Exchequer, 1351, for the reliefs due 
from Henry earl of Lancafter, fon and heir of Henry earl of Lan- 
cafter, it was found that his father had been charged with the relief 
of fifty pounds for the honour [of Hinckley], with the town and 
caftle of Leicefter, formerly belonging to Simon de Montfort ; to 
wit, for the moiety of the inheritance formerly belonging to Robert 
de Melan, earl of Leicefter. Com. Hill. 25 Edw. III. Rot. 4, ex 
parte Rem. Thef. 8c Hill. 6 Ed. IV. Fines. 

William de Clown, abbot of Leicefter, being fummoned to par- 
liament by writ dated Nov. 15,1351,25 Edw. III. petitioned the 
king that he might be excufed from that attendance, alledging that 
his abbey was founded in frank almoigne by Robert Fitz-Robert 
of Melan, earl of Lekefler, and that the advowfon or patronage 
thereof came into the hands of king Henry III. by the forfeiture 
of Simon de Montfort then earl of Leicefter; and that the faid 
abbot neither held of the king any lands by barony or otherwife, 
whereby he was obliged to come to parliament; and that none of 
the preceding abbots were fummoned, after the forfeiture of the 
faid Simon, before the 49th year of Henry III. in which year all 

the 
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the abbots and friars throughout England were voluntarily fum- 
moned. The truth of thefe allegations appearing upon fearching 
the records, the king granted the abbot a patent, dated Feb. 15, 
whereby he difcharged him and his fucceffors for ever after from 
coming to parliament; and accordingly we find in the fummons to 
parliament, in DorP ClauP, part 1. 25 Ed. III. n. 5. Dorf. the name 
of William de Clown abbot of Leicefter is cancelled, and this 
written againft it: " Abbas Leyceftriae cancellatur, quia habet 
" cartam regis, quod non compellatur venire ad parliamentum." 
In the fummons 27th year of the fame king to a great council, 
the abbot of Leicefter is among the reft ; but in that of his 29th 
year the abbot of Leicefter's name occurs again, with the fame 
words written again it as in the 25 th year. Dorf' ClauP 29 Ed- 
ward III. m. 28. 

in i377» at the coronation of king Richard II. John king of 
Caftille and Leon, duke of Lancafter, claimed the office of fteward 
of England as earl of Leicefter and lord of the honour of 
Hinckley; which claim was allowed by the commiflioners, he 
being tenant by the law of England after the death of Blanch 
his late wife, to whom the faid office had belonged*. 

In 1399, at the coronation of Henry IV. the earldom of 
Leicefter and honour of Hinckley, to which the officeof fteward 
belonged, being in the king by defcent from his mother Blanch ; 
the king committed that office to be executed by his fon Thomas +. 

In 1 41 2, at the coronation of king Henry V. Richard Beau- 
champ earl of Warwick was conftituted fteward of England for 
that purpofej. 

The keeper/hip of Hinckley park and warren were granted, 
1466, 6 Edward IV. to William Lord Haflings> in tail male. 

• Clauf. 1 Ric. II. m. 45. And fee above, p, 14. 

•f Roll of Services i and fee Seldcn's Titles of Honour, part II. ch. 3. p. 655. 

J Ibid* 

L 2 May 
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May 14, 1550, king Edward VI. in right of the dutch? of 
Lancafter, leafed to tbomas Gofnale, or rather GofnoIJ, for the 
terra of 3 1 years, the whole of the demesne lands of Hinckley, 
at the rent of 5I. 15 s. 8d. Thefe lands, according to the 
ipecification of the leafe, comprehended 136 acres, with houfes, 
gardens, and the caftle-ditch \domibus, gardinis, & fojaf cajir',] 
lately in the tenure of Jobn Hajlings, and by him leafed out 
to divers fub-tenants; a parcel of land called Heartewell Stockings 
otherwife 'tipping Stocking, containing 40 acres, lately in the oc- 
cupation of Jobn Robyn, William Jonfon, Roger Adam, and Tbomas 
Raw/on; a fingle acre called Earl's Croft ; a clofe called Culver- 
croft, or Cuhve croft, held by James Smytbe; three clofes called Slody 
or Sludy Meadow, held by Jobn Woodbam; the herbage of the 
manor and caftle, leafed to Robert Woodbam; and an agiftment 
in Sbedley, demifed to the bailiff [pr<rpq/itus~\ of Hinckley at the 
yearly rent of feven (hillings. 

On the 20th of January following this benevolent young mo- 
narch granted a commiffion for a market to be kept in the bo- 
rough of Hinckley every Monday in the year; it having been made 
appear that the market of late days had been decayed and notufed 
nor kept, for that the charter for the liberties of their faid market 
was burnt by mifaventure and cafualty of fire. 

The earlieft Regifter of this parifti now exifting* began in 1 554, 
with the title of 

" Hinckeley. The Regefter Booke trewly taken 

" out of the olde Regefter accordinge to the Lawe made." 

The 

* By the kindnefs of the Rev. Mr. GaHaway, the prefent vicar of Hinckley, I 
have been indulged with a perufal of the early Regifters*, which appear to hare 
been very exaftly kept as far as relates to baptifms, marriages, and funerals; but are 
extremely barren of hiftorical information. A few exna&s are here tranferibed, of 
families occurring in this little Hiftory. 

The earlieft mention of the name of Wightman is November 5, 1568, when Va- 
Untitle W^kt man of Wykin married Margaret Laxton. I begin with this name, as he 
is the earlieft known benefactor to the town, and one or' the lords in truft in their 
feoffments. Thomas nightman was buried March 30, 1570; another Hwmas 

ffighlman 
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The firfl entry is, " Bartholomeus Laxton, filius Jou'is Laxton, 
" baptizatus fuit vicefimo fexto die Martii, anno Dom. 1554;" and 

this 

Wightman was churchwarden in 1611; and a third Thomas Wigbtman was buried 
in vKt>lkn % January 26, 1678-9 *. The family was numerous during thegreatcr part 
of the laft century \ and on the fecond of June 1657, by the marriage of T/jomas San- 
ftme fenior with Sibbil Wigbtman, became united with the family which hare ever 
fince that period taken the lead as lords in truft. They are frequently mentioned 
under the defcription of San/ome cftbe lhll y and Sanfome of the Town's End. 

Richard the fon of JobnO-wnebe was baptized Sept. 25, 1563. 

Richard Bri/loe, who had been vicar 43 years, was buried July 19, itfoo.. 

Jajper Griffith vicar, and Robert Paylton, his clerk, were both buried on the fame 
day, May 25, 1614. 

Jane Vynes daughter of Richard Vyncs, clerk, and Katharine his wife, was buried 
March 13, 1639. 

Thomas C/eiveland vicar was buried Oftobcr 26, 1652. 

John. Oneby and Mabell Aifhbey married September 2, 1659. 

Mr. John Barouvs, minifter of Hinckley, was buried February 16, 1662. 

Madam Emmet Onebye, buried October 6, 1674. 

Mr. George Nayler, vicar, buried February 17, 1683, in the 84th year of his age. 
Frances daughter of John Rebinfon, of The Tavern, buried May 25, t6c8. 
The account of the briefs, in p. 35, was printed from memory. The following lift 
indud«s all that occur between the periods there mentioned ; 

1659, Aug. 14. Town of Southwould, al. Soulbav, Suffolk, 
Mar. 14. Diftrefled inhabitants of Metheringham, in the parts") 

of Kefteven, Lincolnfhire, j 

1660, Dec. 30. Inhabitants of Wilnhall, Staffordftiire, 

Feb. 3. ————— Mount Sorill, Leiceftcrlhirc, 

Oft. 1 . — Fakcnham, Norfolk, 

1661, April 4. Ilmiftcr, Staffordfhire, 

May 14. Church of Dalby Chalcorabc, Leiceflerfhirc, 

June 30. Pontefrad, Yorkfhire, ■■ 

July 14. Inhabitants of Milton Abbas, Dorfetlhire, 

ti. — Scarborough, Yorkfhire, 

Aug. 4. Given to George Heine of Loughborough, 

1 1 . Inhabitants of Great Draitoo, S dop, — 

Sept. 22. Watchett, Somerfctlhirc, 

29. Bullingbrooke, Lincolnmire, - 
Oft. ao. ' ■ '■ — Heden, Yorkfhire, 



a 7 . — . ElmQcy Caftle, WorccfterGiire, 

Nov. 10. Diftrefled Proteftants in the Dukedom of Lithuania 

11. Inhabitants of Eaton, Leictftcrfhire, 

Rebuilding Ripon church, Yorkfhire, 
18. Given to Zachary Harris of Mchon Mowbray, 

• Scteral entries of thi-. foit occur ia 1678 and 1679; tut none ea.Ler « later. 
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this feems to have been an aftcr-infertion, the common entries be- 
ginning with the marriage of Anthony Harris and Alice Ward, 
3 Eliz. June 16, 1 560 ; from which date the regifter is regularly 
continued; and hence to 1575 every leaf is figned by Richard 
Brijloe vicar, and John Swift and John Barloe churchwardens ; 
thence to 1585 by Richard Brijloe vicar, only. From the be- 
ginning, to 1602, appears to have been a copy of an older re- 
gifter*, kept probably on detached flips of parchment or paper. 

Book II. begins April 14, 1650 ; and in 1653 occurs this me- 
morandum : " I do hereby certify that I allow Calebbe Cafe t of 
" Hinckley to be Regifter. Francis Shute \? 

1662, Jan. 16. For the Royal Fifhing, o 12 2 

Aug. 10. Rebuilding Market Harborough church, Leiceftermirc, o 8 o 

Each of the preceding articles is figned by " Tho. Leadbeter, Minuter;" 
and the four following ones by " George Nailer, Vicar." 

1663, May 17. Diftrefled inhabitants of Walton in the Club, Salop, o 11 3 
July 29. Inhabitants of Hexham, Northumberland, (collected I , 

through the town, Aug. 7, by Tho. Underwood), J ' T 



N 0 y, ^ Heighington, in the parilhof Warning- J 



o 10 o 



b rough, in the parts of Kcfteven, 

M ar , 20. ■ Eafthendred, Berks, — 097 

I make no apology for copying this lift : it contains all entries of the kind that are ia 
the books \ and if not of ufe, is at leaft a curiofity. The variety of religious perfua- 
fions in this parifti renders any comparative ftate of births and burials here in the 
higbeft degree uncertain. 

* The earlicft public injunctions for keeping parochial regifters were made in 
1538, by the direction of Cromwell, then vicar general; which in 1547 were con- 
firmed by Edward VI, with a penalty on the rainifter for neglect. By a canon of 
1603, regifters are directed to be made up from the law's firjl taking place, and more 
particularly fo from the firft year of Oueen Elizabeth. See Mr. Juftice Barriugton's 
Preface to " Propofcd Forms of Regifters for Baptifms and Burials, 178 1," 410. 

4/ CalebCafe, the pariftt clerk, was married to Anne Willday, February 9, 1^57-8. 
He had feveral children; and was buried Sept. 19, 1665. 

% By an act pafled in 1653, a Regifter was directed to be appointed for every pa- 
rifti, who was to publilh the names, &c. of the parties intending to be married three 
feveral Lord's-days, at the dofe of the morning exercifc ; or, if defired, in the mar- 
ket-place next adjoining, on three market-days in three feveral weeks, between the 
hours of eleven and two ; which being done, they were to go before a juftice of 
peace, who was authorized to compleat the ceremony. An abftraft of this act is printed 
in the Parliamentary Hiftory, vol. XX. p. 2 14. 

In 
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In 1 5 59 a common oven* was leafed to William Scale, ami 
another to H. Raynefcroft. 

A decree was iflued in 1587, to enable the clerk of HinckLy 
markets to enforce the payment of tolls. 

In 1588 a grant was made to the corporation of Leicefter, 
which entitles them to the chief rent mentioned in p. 24. And in 
the fame year a com million was iflued for the furvey of Hinckley 
wood; after which, Hinckley wood and Attwood were leafed to 
Peter Houghton for 3 1 years. 

In 1589, a writ was iflued to conftitute Lifley Cave " Cuftos 
" bofcorum infra manerium de Hinckley, alias vocat. Hinckley 
" parke, in com. Leic. durante beneplacito." 

In 1590 a common oven was leafed to Richard Boothby- 

In 1 5 94 the Priory Stockings and Moore Furlong were leafed 
to Robert Younglove. 

In 1599 the tolls of the markets and fairs were leafed to Wil- 
liam Okes. 

In 1600 a licenfe was granted to B. Laxton, to erect a windmill 
on the Stockings. 

In 1603 Queen Elizabeth, not long before her death, gave all 
the trees growing in Hinckley wood to Sir John Stanhope. 

In 1609 another decree was iflued, giving farther powers and 
authority to the clerk of the markets. 

In 1666 the great plague, which had raged in London the 
year before, found its way to Hinckley; the particulars of which 
are thus related by Mr. Robinfon : " The ficknefs is faid to 
have been brought to this town in the following manner. An 
inhabitant of Hinckley had a near relation in London, whofe 
daughter died of the plague. After her death they fent a fine 

* At this time all the tenants of the Dutcby of Lancafter were compelled, under a 
hea?y penalty, to bake only at the Royal bakehoufe. The King's baker at Leicefter 
appears, from feveral inftances, to have been a perfon of confequcncc. 

coat- 
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coat-body as a prcfcnt to their friends at Hinckley, who had a 
daughter about the lame age. When they had received it, being 
fearful of the infection, and yet pleafed with the prefent, they 
concluded to give it a thorough airing, which was attended to 
during all the winter feafon, and fometimes without-doors. After 
this precaution, thinking it quite fafe and free from infection, 
they ventured to put it upon their daughter, who foon fickened 
and died. After this, it fprcad in the town ; but, by the extreme 
care and caution of the inhabitants, it was not fo fatal as might 
have been expected. They had an hofpital for the fick at the 
bottom or further part of the Aftvvoods. Molt people (as is 
generally the cafe in fuch calamity) kept as much to them- 
lelves as poflible. As an inftance of this, upon the ceafing of 
the ficknefs, they found the pavements of the ftreets overgrown 
with grafs. Some of the inhabitants retired to their friends in 
the villages free from infection*. An anceftor of mine, whofe 
wife had near relations at Stony Stanton, retired thither, on 
the approach of the ficknefs, with the young family, the 
hufband remaining at home; but, on the increafe and near 
approach of the ficknefs, he thought it prudent to go to a fo- 
litary building on his own land at a diitance from fociety, leaving 
his houfe and bufinefs to the care of a trufty fervant, who fre- 
quently vifited him, bringing him what neceflaries he wanted, 
and giving him information of the progrefs of the ficknefs. From 
this dreary retreat he walked every morning to Mill Pit, about a 
poft-mile from Hinckley ; for it was cuftomary about ten o'clock 
to give as many tolls on the great bell as there were perfons dead 
of the plague. Here he continued till the town was free from 

* No memorandum of this remarkable occurrence is to be found in the parifli 
rcgifter; unlcfs the neglect of entries in that year may be fo deemed. 

In 1665 the regiftercd baptifms were 37 ; the burials 30. 

In 1666 16; 18. 

In 1667 30; 35. 

4 infection. 
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infection. I think it is worth notice, that during the ficknefs , 
there often was a very great calm ; the bell being generally heard , 
very diftinct at Mill Pitt, alfo at Stony Stanton, nay very frc- > 
quently at this laft place they could hear the church clock ftrike . 
the hour." 

" Sept. 5, 1728, a fudden and terrible fire about noon de- . 
ftroyed the brewhouie of Anne Woodward, widow, and the houles, 
barns, ftablcs, outhoufes, goods, wool, andharvelt produce, ftock- 
ing-frames, and fhop-goods, of William Abbot, William Alwey, . 
Samuel Allen, Thomas Brown, Jofeph Evans, Thomas Hurft, Jo- 
feph Lawrence, Sarah Paul, William Savage, Marmadukc Stanley, 
AnneTomfon, Richard Gore, Jofeph Hurft, Jofeph Harrifon,Han- . 
nah Goode, Eleanor Stanley, Job Burde, Richard King, junior... 
Jofeph Kemp, and John Bagott ; and of 80 other perfons; the- 
whole lofs, upon a low and the ill-judged computation of s % regu- 
lators, was 3434I. to the great detriment of thofe people, and of 
all the town." Parijb Regijlet; temp. Carte, M. A. 

After this fire, an engine was given to the town (the firfl: they > 
ever poffefTed) by the lady Noel. There are now four, which are 
kept in tolerable order. It were to be wifhed, however, that they 
were more frequently examined into, fo as to be always ready for 
immediate ufe. 

In 1766 a fiery meteor and a large fire-ball were obferved at 
Hinckley by Mr. Robinfon ; phenomena not unufually thought 
worthy of being recorded in the Philofophical Tran fact ions, and 
which therefore the reader will not be difpleafed to fee defcribed 
in the words of the ingenious obferver : 

" October 26, 1766, at half paft five in the evening, after a \ 
" violent ftorm of wind and rain, being in the open air, I obferved 
<* a fiery meteor. Its direction was from North Weft to South 
*' Eaft, nearly in a horizontal direction ; it pailed very riear to 
" me, and was of an elliptical form ; its motion about 40 degrees ' 
" in two or three feconds of time. It was very bright and lucid . 
" to appearance, like the paleft lightning ; and emitted fparks " 

M " continually 
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" continually, which formed a kind of tail towards the North 
" Weft, which feemed to be cxtinguilhed at the diftance of two 
" or three degrees from the body j there was a fmaH portion that 
" parted from it. The cohefion of matter was fo great, that it 
" drew a thread of conliderable length from the body before it 
" broke from it. During the paflage there was a kind of luffing 
«' noife much like to what we hear from the electrical machine 
" when the electric matter is running away, or as when it is efcap- 
" ing from a full charged jar. 

December 2, 1766, being in the open air at half paft 10 
o'clock at night, it being clear and fine, except a few fcattering 
" dufky clouds near the zenith, there fuddenly appeared a large 
** fiery. ball proceeding from the clouds before mentioned, with a 
u great and glaring light, and briik but unequal motion. The 
<r rbarks flew from it very copioufly ; its direction was towards the 
" fouth, being nearly at right angles with the horizon.. This 
" fire-ball was fomewhat larger than the fiery meteor mentioned 
«' above, being to appearance more than half a degree in diame- 
« ter *.* 

A 

• " When phenomena of this kind make their appearance in the higher parts of 
« the atroofphere, they then make what are generally called Jbooting or falling-fiars t 
" which before the late tmproremcnts in electricity were not very intelligible to the 
" phitofopber. 

" That thefe are electrical appearances, I think, Bcccana makes very cvulent 1 ami 
" the fact which he relates as a proof of it is exceeding enrious and remarkable- 
" He informs us, • that as he was fitting with a friend in the open air an hour after 

fun-fct, they law what is called a falling-liar dircfUng its courfe towards them, 
" and apparently growing larger and larger till it difappcared not far from them, 
" when k left their faces, hands, and doath?, with the earth and all the neighbour- 

ing objects, foddenly illuminated with a diffufed and lambent light, attended with 
" no noife at att. While they were Handing up flaring and looking at each other* 
" furprized at the appearance, a fenrant came running to them out of a neighbour* 
" ing garden, and a/ked then if they had feen nothing, for that he had feen a light 
" Ibiae faddenly in the garden, and efpecially upon the dreams which be was. 
" throw tog to water it.* What has been faid of thefe appearances in the air, isalfo- 
•* applicable when they appear rolling upon the furface of the earth or water ; and 
" I mail relate one, as it bears evident marks of electricity, made by Mr. Chahnera 
« when he was on board the Montague, under the command of Admiral Chambers. 
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A remarkable aurora boreal is was obferved by Mr. Robinfon, at 
Hinckley, on the evening of Otlober 34, 1769. "Thefe illumina- 
tions" he fays, "began to ihew themfelves as foon as the evening 
twilight would permit, their firft appearance being near the horizon. 
They feemed to proceed from duflty light clouds, as they fre- 
quently do, ftreaming upwards towards the zenitii ; thofe from 
the weft ward, after fometime, began to be tinged with red, and 
continued alternately to exhibit great varieties of that colour, which 
fucceeded each other by quick, fucceffions, being fbmetimes of a 
wan light red, then approaching by degrees to a full dufky red, 
and fometimes a full blood-colour, and even the colours of 
pink and light fcarlet were afterwards nearly reprefented. The 
illuminations from the other quarters of the heavens had nearly 
their ufual appearance, except from the north-eaft, which were 
of a remarkable pale bright fdver colour for a confiderable time ; 
at near feven o'clock they likewife began to be a little tinged with 
red, which increafing, and intermitting, at length came to ex- 
hibit the fame appearance as thofe in the weft, it being now near 
half paft feven o'clock ; and the different ftreams of light arifing 

" On the 4th of November, 1 749, in lat. 42° 48' long. 9° 3', be was taking an 
" obfervation on tbe quarter-deck, about ten minutes before 12, when one of the 
** quarter-matters delircd he would look to the windward; upon which he obferved a 
" large ball of fire with a blue appearance rolling on the furface of the water at or 
u about three miles dilUnce from them. They immediately lowered their top-fails, 
" &r. but it camedown upon them fb faft, that before they could raife the main-tack 
" they obferved the ball to rife almofk perpendicular, and not above forty or fifty 
" yards from the main chains, when it went off with an explofion, as if hundreds of 
*' cannon hod been fired at one time, and left fo great a froell of brimftone that the 
" fhip feemed to be nothing but fulphur. After the noifc was over, which he be- 
'* lieved did not laft longer than half a fecond, they found their main top- mad &at- 
** tered into above a hundred pieces, and the main-matt rent quite down to the heel. 

There were fome of the fpikes which nail the fUh of the main-mall drawn with 
*' fuch force out of the mad:, and they ftuck fo fall in the main deck, that the car- 
•* penter was obliged to take an iron crow to get them out. There were five men 
" knocked down, and one of them greatly burnt by the explofion. They believed 
" that when the ball, which appeared to them to be of tbe bigoefs of a large mill- 
" ftone, rofe, it took the middle of the main top-mad, aj the head of the malt above 
" the hounds was not fplmtcred." 

M 2 from 
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from moft parts of the horizon, feemed to be in their full ftrcngth, 
directing themfelves towards the zenith, where they formed a 
corona, or point, which appeared and difappeared frequently, and 
was fometimes partial and broken. This point near the zenith 
was frequently furrounded by a kind of radii, the points of which 
at this time were tinged of a light red colour; the flrongeft ap- 
pearance was from ieven to eight o'clock. It was obfervable that 
the corona, or point, was not exactly in the zenith ; it appeared 
and difappeared frequently ; but always formed itfelf a few degrees 
towards the fouth ; nor was it exactly in the meridian, but in- 
clined a little towards theeait*." 

On the 1 1 ft of September, 1775, a dreadful ftorm of thunder 
and lightning, which began about ten in the morning at heeds 
y\ York/hire +, after ravaging the intermediate counties, entered 

Leicefter- 

« . . . 

• » 

• "Thar this is an electrical appcarancc,"Mr. Robinfon thinks, ** is evident, from the 
good reprefentationj givco at the electrical machine with the aurora borealis tube,&c. 
ft is now fuppofed by many modern philofophcrs and electricians, with good reafon, 
that earthquakes are not owing to fubterraneous winds, fires, vapours, or any thing 
that occafions explofions, and heaves up the ground (as was formerly fuppofed), 
and the conclufion is fupported by a variety of circuinftances. The imprcflaon 
made by an earthquake by land and water, to the greatelt diAances, is obferved, as 
far as could be judged, to be inftantaneous, and only to be effected by electricity, 
the motion of which is fo inftantaneous as hardly to admit of the lcaft fenfible 
tranfition of time in its paflagc even to the moft diftant parts. It is not 
upon the principle of any fubterraneous cxplofion that we can in the lead account 
for the manner in which (hips, far from any land, are affected during an earth- 
quake, which fecms as if they itruck upon a rock, or as if fomething thumped 
againft their bottoms ; even the fifhes are affected by an earthquake \ this ftroke 
therefore mult be occafioned by fomething that could communicate motion with 
unfpeakably greater velocity than any heaving of the earth under the lea, by the 
elafticiry of generated vapours ; this could only produce a gradual fwell, and could 
never give an impulfe to the water, fo as to make it feel like a (tone." 

To illullrace the above, Mr. Robinfon has made the following experiment witb 
the electrical machine : place a veflel of water fo as to let each extremity of its Jur- 
facc communicate with a wire or chain; then let the perfpns pre lent put their hands, 
or even a finger into the water ; and when an cicatrical Hath is patted over its fur- 
face, they feel a fudden concuffion given to them, exadtly like that which is fur>. 
pofed to affect fhips at fea during an earthquake. 

■fThe eldcft daughter of Mr. Car of Leeds was (truck dead in an inflant, as fhe 
ftood between the fireGde and the window; as was likewife a maid fervant to a 

farmer 
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Leiceftermire about twelve hours after, and' early next morning 
fpent its force on the bams and ltablesof Mr. Watfon of Hinckley, 
fituate about 200 yards to the South-Eatt of the church. A par- 
ticular account of this accident was taken at the time by Mr. Ro- 
binfon, and accompanies this narrative 

In 

■ • u 1 . • « • , ■ • • . 

■ , . • ' 

farmer near Topcliff, in the North Riding, much in the fame fituation. Several other 
perfons were ftruck dead in the fame ltorro, which extended to a great dithince. 
See the Gentleman'-a Magazine, 1775, p. 496, 498. 

4 " This ftorm, which Was very extentive, was perceived to he coming on by tln.fc 
in the fields near Hinckley, about ten o'clock in the evening. Few in the to A n unrw 
any thing of it 5 but about midnight mod of the inhabitants were awaked by the loud 
peals of thunder. There was likewife at that time a more diftant thunder rolling. 
The diftance between the flafh and claps of thunder I obferved to be from four to 
feven or eigbt feconds- of time, except a particular one at the diftance of two feconds 
nearly, which was a very great dap. I fuppofed it to be between one and two 
o'clock in the morning. After fome time, the thunder became more moderate, and 
removed to a di (lance, and I ilept tilt day-light. In the morning of September s?, 
I heard the thunder at a great diftance. At the affembly at Leicefter (it being the 
firft race-day, and the day of chuiing the mayor), the lightning glared in, to the 
great terror of the ladies; and from other parts it was reprefented as very terrible. 
The morning after the ftorm Mr. Craven came to me, defiring my company, 
with Mr. Kobion and himfelf, to view Mr. Watfon's buildings in the fields (now the 
property of Mr. Nicholas Hnrft), part of which had been ftruck by the lightning 
the preceding night. We examined them in the afternoon. There are two ranges 
of buildings nearly of the fame height, the one to the North, the other to the South ; 
on the F.aft are lower buildings; on the Weft a wall and gates; thefc indole the 
farm yard. The part ftruck was the Weft gable-end of the South range, from the 
ridge to the wall -plate i the tiles were buuken all the way down about three feet wide, 
and the greater parr of them driven off die roof; the wall below the wall-plate was 
fplit and (battered about two feet. On each fide the North -Weft corner to the floor 
of the chamber the wall Was double brick, i. e. a nine-inch wall; the outCde half 
of the wall was divided from the other, and the bricks thrown about. Under this 
chamber is the liable; m the North-Weft corner was a binn about three feet high, 
and from it to the cieling a dofet for gears, &c.j the cicliog about the top of this 
clofet was burft, and a fmall dream of the lightning had run along a row of lath- 
nail heads, and fplit the plaiftering from the' lath about four feet, and loofened and 
left it hollow much farther; but the greater part burft the cieling, and ftruck the 
upper joint of the clofet door, burnt the wood black, fplit offthe door, and made its 
way to the gears, which were thrown down, and a little melted in feveral places; one 
place in particular was as if that part of the chain was in fufion, and fomething 
about the bignefs of a quill had been preflcd In a little way; round this hole the 
fufed metal liad formed a ftnooth regular collar^f .the melted iron, as though cart ; 
a hand-faw in the fame place it had touched, and melted a little fupcrficially. The 

binn 
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In 1 7 8 1 the lands and houfes throughout the pariiTi of Hinck- 
ley were new qualified ; and the parochial levies proportionably ad- 
jufted. 

On 

* 

* 

binn under this clofet was of brick, with a wooden cover, which was fcorched, and 
the brick-work cracked perpcndkularly in two places. The horfes were in the 
ftable ; and one of them, a bay one (whofc place in the ftable was next the clofet), 
had his tail finged on that fide next the clofet. This was not perceired till the horfe 
was brought to Mr. Watfon's houfc, where I faw it. The horfe being ?ery gentle) I 
examined him, and found that the ftrong long hairs of the tail,. efpecially thofe on 
the outfide, were finged off; the Humps of hair as to colour and form much the fame 
as in common ftnging; alfo upon the thigh on that fide it had touched fevcral places, 
andraifed the hair; they were about an inch in diameter, but did not appear finged. 
Upon applying the hand, they were hot and feveriflj, compared with other parts 
of the body, much like a burn or a fcald. Mr. Watibn foon after fent a mafoo to 
repair the damage in the building; and at the fame time fent to let me know that, if 
i pleafed, I might examine again before they made any alteration. I went accord- 
ingly. We hail before been much crowded with people, hut were now quite free ; 
and the mafon's ladders gate a good opportunity. The top fide of the wall-plate 
was burnt black ; and as mafons, especially in out-buildings, when they build double 
brick walls, generally perform the work by building two tingle walls and joining them 
together in a few places with a brick laid acrofs, to that in the middle of thefe walls 
there is often a cavity; upon examination, the lightning appeared to have pafled 
through this cavity, and fo bur ft out the outer walT; the marks of it were very evi- 
dent on the bricks of the inner wall, cfpecially about the corner, where they ap- 
peared of a rufty alb colour; alfo the outer wall on either fide was fprung and left 
hollow, and fomeof the tying bricks broken, cfpecially on the Weft. Being deCrous 
to know how it came to the clofet, the raafon taking off the loofe bricks to begin his 
work, we found that it pafled directly through the wall, cfpecially through a cavity 
by a joift, and at feveral of the open joints in the inner wall. We then went into 
the chamber, to examine the infide, where lay a quantity of wheat ftraw in bottles, 
which we removed, but faw no appearance of it there. We then took up a board 
in the floor over the clofet, and found that it entered between the boards of the floor 
and the cidingi it had fcorched the underfideof the board we took up, and the bricks 
where the principal part of it pafled were melted on the outfide, and turned of .a 
dark grey and blackifi), like the bricks that run in the kiln ; fome of thefe 1 brought 
home with me, and they are worth viewing with a magnifying power, their furface 
being melted, and by the vitrification changed into glafs of a dark and greyifli 
colour. The part of the cloud that the lightning defcended from was, I fuppofe, 
very low; or probably it might have di reded itfelf to other objects. In this fituaiion, 
being within ftriking diftance, it pafled down the roof of the building; and, by the 
ftroke and velocity, broke the tiling : being more collected at ks pa fling into the 
cavity of the wall, it is not at all Grange that it burnt the wall-plate black ; the ca- 
vity of the wall being fmall, the impctuofity of the lightning fplit or burft out the 

outer 
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On the 7th of February, 178a, a petition was prefented to the 
Houfe of Commons, fetting forth, " that, by afurvey lately made, 

" it 

outer part of the will. Had it made its way through the chamber to the clnfet, it 
would rooft probably have fet the draw in a blaze, and have burnt the building. 
If there had been no gears or other good conductor in the clofet, a chain or wire of a 
proper Gze might have carried the lightning in an horizontal direction in the fame 
manoer it palled the lath-nail heads, and have conveyed it fafely out of the room, 
efpecially if the lower end communicated with water or mom earth. This is a 
common experiment in electricity. But, finding the lath-nail heads but a weak con- 
ductor, and having communication with the chains in the clofet, it returned back to 
the belt and ftrongeft conductor in its defcent to the earth. By this description it is 
cafy to conceive, efpecially to thofe a little verfed iu electricity, that, by a proper 
apparatus, the whole of the lightning might have been fafely conducted to the earth 
without doing any damage. As to the very particular clap of thunder heard by many 
perfons when it was fuppofed the building was (truck, thofe in the Caftle-ftreet in 
general agree that it immediately followed the flaftt, or if there was any fpace of time 
it was very little. As to feconds or parts of feconds, no one could give a very exact 
account except Mr. Robfon, who faid it was about half a fecond; and I have already 
•bferved that I myfelf heard the lame at the diftance of nearly two feconds. Front 
thefedata (according to Dr. Derham, who, from better inftrumenrs and advantage* 
than many others, Phil. Tranf. N° 313, concludes the velocity of found to be fuch, 
that it moves ordinarily 1 14a feet in a fecond of time), the diftance of the building or 
thunder-cloud from my houfe is 2284 feet, or 761 yards, which I fuppofe is very near 
the true diftance : by Mr. Robfoa's observation, he was at a quarter of this data nee. 
And here it may be ufeful to give fome account of the elementary fire or lightning, 
at it may be applicable to the ftorre iuft recited as well as to what may follow, 
efpecially as of late years fuch ample difcovcries have been made by electrical ex- 
periments, that we find it an univei fal agent appointed by the great Creator in almoft 
every phenomenon of nature. It is therefore an opinion of modern philosophers, that 
falling ftars, lightning, aurora bcreales, fire balls and other meteors, hurricanes, 
whirlwinds, water-fpouts, &c. and even earthquakes, are fuppofed to be effects of this 
grand agent the electrical fire. That water-fpouts have an electrical origin, I think, 
may be concluded from fevcral circumftances. They are generally faid to appear 
in months fubject to thuader-ftorms, and commonly in calm weather. The fca feems 
to boil, and lend up a Smoke under them, riling in a hill towards the fpout. Perfons 
who have been near them have heard a rumbling noife. The form of a water-ipour 
is that of a fpeaking trumpet, the wider end being in the cloud, and the narrower 
end towards the fea. Their fee is various; in the fame fpout the colour is Some- 
times inclining to white, and Sometimes to black, whitcifli, or yellowifh. 1' ladies of 
light have Sometimes been fcen moving about them with prodigious fwiftnefs. Their 
polition is Sometimes perpendicular to the fea, and Sometimes in the form of a curve. 
Their continuance is very variable, fometimes disappearing as foon as formed, and 
fometimes continuing a confiderable time. That electricity has a very great influence 
on water, appears very evident; for water that but juft drops from a Small hole, 
upon being electrified, Suddenly fpouts out with great velocity. Another thing in 

favour 
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" it appears that a canal for the navigation of boats and other vef- 
" iels may be conveniently made, from or near aplacecalled GrifF, 
" in the parifh of Chilvcrs Coton, in the county of Warwick, 
" through the parifties of Buckington, Wolvcy, and Burton Haf- 
" tings, in the faid county of Warwick, and through the pariflies 
" of Burbacb, Hinckley^ Hicham, Stoke Goldtng 9 DadUngion y Sutton 
" Cbeney, Sbenton, Market Bofzvortb, Carlton, Congerfton, Shack - 
" erftone, and Snarefton, in the county of Leicefter, and through 
ft the parilh of Mealham, and the lordfhips of Oakthorpe and De- 
*« nifthorpe, in the county of Derby, to Woodlands Farm, on Afli- 
" by Woulds, in the faid county of Leicefter, whereby a fafe and 
" eafy communication will be opened with the coal mines at 
*' Meaftiam, Oakthorpe, and Alhby Woulds, and with the 
" towns and villages adjacent to the faid intended canal, and alfo 
" with the Oxford and Coventry canals ; and that the whole courfe 
u of the faid intended canal lies open upon a dead level, fo that. 
" there will not be occafion for any lock to be made thereupon, 
" unlefs it be one to regulate the water ; and that the want of 
" coal for fuel, and lime for the manure of land, is feverely felt 
«* by the inhabitants who refide in and about feveral parts of the 
" counties of Leicefter, Warwick, Northampton, Buckingham, 
" and Oxford ; and, by the making of fuch navigable canal, the 

favour of elctfriciry is, that they have fometimes been difperfed by prefenting to ' 
them (harp-pointed knives and fwords ; this at leaft is the common practice of mariners 
in many parts of the world. It is very probable, that what watcr-fpouts are at fca, 
the fame are fome kinds of whirlwinds arid hurricanes by land; for they have fome- 
times been known to tear up trees by the roots, to throw down buildings, and to fcatter 
the materials in every direction, and many times attended with a prodigious rumbling 
noife. We have fometimes in the fumtner months whirlwinds in our harveft fields, 
very fimilar to the wnter-fpouts ; for they generally happen in calm weather, and 
fometimes whirl up the hay and other light bodies in the form of a fpiral to a con- 
fiderable height in the air-, and thefe, lilce the water-fpouts, are generally of fliort 
continuance, and commonly attended with a murmuring noife. Thefe, as to their 
effects with us, are generally very mild and moderate. In fome pacts of the world 
whirlwinds and hurricanes are moll terrible- Dreadful have been thofe of late in 
the Wed India iflands, which are fubjeft to them from the climate; from which 
Great Britain and mod other parts of the world axe happily exempt." 

3 "con- 
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" conveyance of coal and lime, and alio of divers goods, wares, 
" and merchandizes, as well to the Coventry and Oxford canals, 
" as to the towns and villages adjacent thereto, in the feveral 
*< counties aforefaid, will be greatly facilitated, and the fame will 
*« be of pviblic utility." 

A bill was ordered to be brought into parliament for this pur- 
pofe, which is now depending [April 1 8, 1782] and in its con- 
fequences may be highly beneficial to the parifli of Hinckley. 

Hinckley is celebrated for good ale; and by the following old 
vcrfe we may fuppofe that formerly it was no lefs famous : 

Higbam on the hill, 
Stoke in the dale, 
Wykin for butter-milk, 
Hinckley for ale. 
Thus modernized by a friend : 

From Higbam looking down we view 
Stoke in the vale below ; 
And Wykin claims the milking pail, 
As plenteous dairies Ihew ; 
Hinckley diftils the malted grain, 
Whence health and vigour flow. 

I fliall conclude this fection of my Hiftory by obferving, in the 
words of Mr. Robinfon, " that it may be faid of Hinckley, as 
" of other improved places, as learning advances, ridiculous 
il credulity retires. Superftitious tales and traditionary legends 
<4 lofe credit daily, and wear away very fad. The inhabitants in 
** general are an induftrious fett of people, and of much more po- 
<* lite and gentle addrefs than formerly." 
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NOW commonly called Stoke GoJding, Goldenbatn, or Go/ding- 
ton *>, and mentioned in a fubfidy roll of the year 1505 un- 
der the name of Stoke Manfield, is one of the townlhips which pay 
fuit and lervicc to the court at Hinckley. The hiftory of this town, 
any further than as included in that of Hinckley, is comprifed in 
Burton's account of its early lords, which (hall therefore be tran- 
feribed: "The moiety or one half of this manor was the ancient in- 
heritance of Rafe Lord Bajet of Sapcoate in the time of King Edward 
the firft, who held the fame of yobn Lord Hajlings (whofe ifiue 
v, :xs after Earl of Pembroke) as of his manor of Dadlington. From 
L..;Jc! (by an heir general) it came to Moton, and in like man- 
ner from Moton to Harington> all which did appear for the faid 
land at the Court Baron of the faid manor of Dadlington, and 
performed their fuits and fervices for the fame; as is apparent 
and to be proved by divers ancient Court Rolls belonging to 
the faid manor; and alfo by Inquilitions and Records. The other 
moiety, or one half of this manor, was belonging to the family of 
Cbampaine, whofe heir general was married to [Edmund Bong; 
by whofe daughter and heir it came to] <Turvi!e\ ; from turvile 
(by alienation made) it came to Harington. Sir John Harington, 
after Lord Harington of Bttrley in the County of Rutland, was 
fcifed of the whole, and (not many years fince) fold it to the te- 
nants the families, probably , of Firebrace, Trymnell t and Brokesby. 

*• Compare the pedigrees of Champagne and Turvilc in Burton's Leiccftcrfhire. 

•f There is a Stckerjion, in old records called Stoirferjhn, in the hundred of Gar- 
free in this county ; where, by licenfe of Edward IV, «« Telle Rege apuxl Sraunford, 
" xxn die Jamiarii, mcccclxv," an hofpital was founded by Join de BciviU, for a 
chaplain and three alms-men to pray for his foul for ever; who were made a body * 
corporate, had a common feal granted them, and were empowered to purchafe lands 
to ihe amount of ten pounds a year. I mention this particular (as it is unnoticed by 
Burton) from Peck's Monaflicon AngUcanum, MS. in the BritiGi Mufeum, and Tan- 
MCiYNothia Monailica, p. 247, 

i The 
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The whole lordlhip is now the property of William Hurjl, Efq. 
by whom it was purchafed in 1 7 7 2. 

In the matriculus of 1220, Stoke is defcribed as part of the 
parifti of Hinckley, having a free chapel, with a refident chaplain 
who had power to adminifter facraments, and paying 3 s. 6d. 
fynodals in the manner of the mother church. 

The chapel was pulled down very early in the fourteenth cen- 
tury by Sir Robert de Champaine, who, having married the 
daughter and heirefs of Sir Roger de Stoke, became pofleffed of a 
moiety of the manor. By this gentleman the church which (till 
remains was founded* in or about the year 1304, and dedicated, 
in honour of his lady, to St. Margaret, The following memorial I 
tranfcribed in September 1 781 from a (tone dill remaining again (| 
the wall in the North aifle of the church : « 

RO,'BERT* DE 
CAMPANIA 
MIL' ET MARGARE- 
TA VXOR EIVS 
FILIA ROOERI 
DE STOKE MILl- 
TIS FVNDAVE. 
RVT HANC EC- ' 
CLESIA IN HO- 

NOR~E S. MARG- 
ARETE VIRGI- 
NlS TEMP'E ED. I. 

From this period Stoke is to be confidered as a feparate parifh, 
though the rectory has been conftantly annexed to the vicar- 
age of Hinckley. That it is however perfectly diftinct as 
to parochial rates was determined by a caufe tried regularly at 
the Lent aflizes for the county in 1627, and confirmed the fame 
year by a folemn determination of the court of King's-bench. 

The circumftance is thus related in an old MS. belonging to 
Mr. Hurft: w There was lately a controverfy between Hinckley 

■ 

® The like was performed by Sir Thomas Welch in the reign of Richard II. for 
Waulip ; who, of a chapel, made it a parochial church, building a new fabrick from 
the ground. Pctkleton was in mo a chapel belonging to Kirkby Malory, but was 
made a parifli church in 1349. So Angodefihorpe, which 5 Hen. III. was a chapel 
belonging to Whittick, is now a pariQi church; and others might be pointed out. 

N2 " and 
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" and Stoake. Hinckley-mcn contended to have Stoake to be a 
" hamlet or member of Hinckley, and like only a chapehy, and 
" within their parifh. But at Lent afTizes in the fecond year of 
" King Charles, upon good evidence fhewn, a fpecial verdict was 
" given by the jury with Stoake, who found it to be no member or 
" hamlet of Hinckley, and to be an abfolute parifh of itielf. Upo;i 
" which, judgement was given accordingly 

• This cafe is reported by Sir Ricb/ird Huttcn, in his Reports, 1656, fol. 93. 
Hilton vcrfo3 Pauls. Hil. 2. Car. Hot. 565. " Richard Hilton brought an aftion 
*' of trclpal's againft Robert Panic, for the taking of a (addle at Stoke Goldenham; 
*' and trpon Not Gailiy pleaded, the Jury gave a Special Verdift, viz. 'That ilie 
'* parifh of Hinkley wns*/V imp. dctit memorie isc. aod yet is an ancient Reftury and 
u a Church Parochial ; and that the town of Stcke Goldenham is an ancient town, 
*' and pared of the Reftory of Hinckley ; and that from the lime of Henry the Sixth, 
u aod afterwards until this time, there hath been, and is, in the town of Stoke Got* 
" denhatn, a Church, which by all the faid time hath been ufed and reported as a 
" pariQi; and that the inhabitants of Stoke Goldenham by all the faid time had had 
** all parochial rights, and churchwardens; and that ihe town of Stoke Goldenham 
" is diftant two miles from Hmkley.* And the verdicl concluded, ' If it fhould fecm 
" to than that Stoke Goldenham is a parifh for relief of poor, within the flatute of 

" 43 Eliz. cap. 2. then they find for the Plaintiff^ if not, for the Defendant'. — 

*' And this cafe was argued by Serjeant Buckley; and he vouehed Linwood, foL 
•« 89 i and laid, that there is Ecclefia major fc? miner, and a dependant church upon 
" the principal and another church, and which is fou»d to be ufed and reputed ; 
" ergo it is not a Parifh ; and that the exception of the Chapel of Fownes, which 
" by the flatute is made a Parifh, proves that Chapel and Parifh are not within the 
** flatute. He vouched 4 Edward IV. 39. and 5 Edward IV. to proTc that divers 
" Towns may be in a Parifh. And the Lord Richardfon faid, that it is a clear cafe 
«* that this is a Parifh, within the intent of the ftatute of 43 Eliz. for the relief of the 
" poor ; and that the Churchwardens and Ovcrfeers of Stoke Goldenham might 
• 4 afTefs for the relief .of the poor. And though it be found that, after the time of 
** Henry the Sixth, and until now, it had been ufed as a Parifh Chnrch, that doth 
«• not exclude that it was not ufed fo before. And a reputativc Chanrry is within 
" the ftatute of Ch ntries, 1 Edward VI. And this ftatute being made for the relief 
*' of the poor, and that they might not wander, therefore the intent of the ftatute is 
•* to co.ifn- the relief to parifhes then in ejfe, and fo ufed. .And every one of the 
u Court delivered their opinion, and concurrcJ ; and fo judgement was.given for the 
** PbiatifL" 
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The Church 

hath at the Weft end a good fpirc fteeple, 30 yards high, fuppjrted 
by ftrong abutments, and containing four bells. The top of this 
fteeple is faid by Burton to have been iliaken down by an earth- 
quake* in 1580. The fouth fide of the church has been by 
the architect finely ornamented in the windows and on the 
roof, which gives it a pleafi ng anil folemn appearance ; but if 
it had been raifed higher, it would have been more majeftic. 
Compared with the fteeple, and the ground it ftands upon, it is 
rather low, but yet makes a good appearance, as the reader may 
judge by the Jketch of it from the pencil of Mr. Robinfon, which 
accompanies this Hiitory. [See plate IX.] The view of the chan- 
cel from the Eaft bears the character of gravity and veneration ; 
on the North it is finifhed in a plainer manner, and fupported by 
ftrong abutments of good ftone and mortar, which appear har- 
dened by ftanding in the air ; at leaft the corroding hand of Time 
has made but little impreflion on them in almoft five centuries. 

The infide confifts of two ailes, one of them confidently 
widened near the chancel; and in 161 9 contained the following 
arms (delineated in plate V. fig. 5 — 12. from a book in the Col- 
lege of Arms communicated, 1782, by J. C. Brooke, Efo. So* 
merfet Herald) : 

Gules, three lions pafiant, guardant, Or, a label of France. 
Ear/j of Lancqfler. 

Gules, a lion rampant, Arg. Mozvbray \. 

Or, a frett Sable, Cbampa'me ; the founder of the church. 

Or, on a fel's Gules. 3 plates. Co/vi/e. 

Gules, a fefs dancette between 1 o crofslets Or. Engaine* 

* In 1571 there had been a remarkable earthquake at Marcle-hill in Hercford- 
fhire ; and in 1575 part or Ruthin Gallic i.i Derbyfhire was fhaken down by a 
fimilar calamity. 

f The Mowbrays had large eltates in Lciccflcrfliire, by marr'mgc with the heirefs 
of the baron Segravc. 

Argent, 
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Argent, 2 bars, and a canton Gules. Boyes. 

Argent, a plain Crois, Gules. St. George, 

Or, a fefs Azure, from which a Lion naifant, Gules. 

There now remain (1782) feveral fragments of old painted 
glafs ; the moft perfect of which are two fmall heads of Apoftlcs. 
There is alfo an octagon font, with rude figures on feven of the 
fides, expreflive of the feven deadly fins, but almoft obliterated ; 
and an old dial, dated 1620, from which the hand has long been 
broken off. 

The town cheft, preferved in the church, is marked 

«< Stocke Cheft, 

W C *B. 1636. t^o. 

The king's arms were new painted in 1775, John Prinfep 
churchwarden. 

The prefent rector of Stoke is the Rev. Mr. Gallaway, vicar of 
Hinckley ; his curate, the Rev. Mr. Brown. 

Of the epitaphs, which are not numerous, the principal ones are 

here tranfcribed : 

1 . In the South Eaft corner of the church (where it is highly 
probable that there was formerly a chantry) on a very fmall, but 
neat, brafs efcutcheon, ornamented with the arms engraved in 
piutc V. fig 3. 

" In piam memoriam 
Francisci Brokesby, vici hujusgen. 
Qui licet 
profapia ortus honefta, 
Uxore felix unica, 
Prole laetus pulchra, 
Vicinis gratus, viciflim amatus j 
Aliam tamen, 
Sperandi prsepofuit fortem, 
Spirandi adhibuit normam, 
Refpirandi contigit metam, 

Gratiam 
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Gratiam in terris, gloriam in ccelis. 
Pofuere 

Obadiah t nat ^ r maximus, 

Nathanael J I proximus. 

Obht anno \ c . 

I lalutis 1033. 



Praeivere 
Secuti 



{ 
{ 



Quern fibi proles 




Ruth, 


1611. 


Gamaliel, 


1617. 


Elizabeth, 




Nehemiah, 


1663. 


Abel, 


1676. 



Mox fecuturi 



{ 



Obadiah, 
Nathanael, 
Ruth, 
Abigail. 
1684." 



2. On a molt elegant monument of white marble, on the South 
fide of the altar, is the following infcription (effaced by time, 
but preferred in the " Baronettage, 1741," vol. IV. p. 76.) 

"Hie juxta fitus eft 
Henricus Firebrace, Miles, 
Vir ortu vitaque fplendidus, 
Pervetufta a Normannis ufque famili;\, 
Fide ad pofteros memorabili ; 
Quam Carolo 1°. per res fuas difficillimas, 
Non gratam magis qnam utilem praeftitit, 
Cum a Gubiculo Regis fub cuftodia habiti nufquam difecderit \ 
Nifi ad procuranda ipfi negotia, quae varia 
Domi forifque tarn publica quam privata 
Capitis cum dilcrimine expedivit \ 

Stu- 
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Studioque in cum tarn conltanti quam fortuna odio, 
Ad extremum malorum 8c vita; tcrminum perduravit. 
Prxvalentibus deinde Rcbellium armis 8c conltituta Tyrannidc, 
Ruri fe continuit fere in hoc viculo, 
Donee Deo communibus omnium votis favente 
Defiderathlimus red i ret in patriam Carolus : 
Turn in hofpitio Regio munera obivit 
Sine pcriculo honorifica, 
Ubi domellicis rebus adminilhandis praefuit, 
Inter principales de Tapete Viridi (ut vocant) Officiarios, 
Faciliori jam Fortuna ufus, pari diligentia 

Triginta prope annos vixit in Curia ; 
Iunocentiflimis moribus fuaque integritate, 
Carolo 8c Jacobo auguftis fratribus femper carus, 
Quorum altero naturae cedente, Fortuna altero 
Amifsa turn demum Aula ut fervaret Fidem, 
Ciim in hune notum fibi recefiumSc antiquum perfugium reveniflct, 
Non ita diu poft vitam cum mortc commutavit 
Die 27 Januarii, 1690, anno aetatis fux* 72V 

Of this faithful fervant to his prince, I fliall collect fome parti- 
titulars from the Baronettage before cited, and other fources ; 
which the reader will find among the anecdotes of eminent men 
who were natives of, or connected with, Hinckley. 

3. " Here lies the body of William Trymnell of this town, 
gent, whofe loyalty and courage were very memorable during the 
late unhappy wars. He ferved king Charles I. in the quality of 
captain of horfc; and in feveral gallant and dangerous expeditions 
fignalized himfelf. His other more private virtues, his integrity, 
candour, humility, and eafinefs of converfation, made him juftly 
beloved of all while living, and lamented when dead. He de- 
parted this life in the year of our Lord 1693, of his age 67." 



4. " Here 
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4. " Here lies interred 
John Blackwall, gentleman, 
• * Rebecca his wife, 

Elizabeth their daughter, 
and Anne Osborne, filler to the faid Rebecca. 
John Blackwall was the fon 
of the Rev. Anthony Blackwall *, M. A. 
late matter of the Grammar-lchool 
in Market Bofworth in this county. 
He died the 5 th of July, 1763, 
in the 56th year of his age. 
Rebecca Blackwall and Anne Osborne 
were the daughters of the Rev. James Osborne, M. A. 
late vicar of Leek in the county of Stafford. 
The former died the 25th of Auguft, 1763, 
in the 54th year of her age ; 
The latter died the 4th of October, 1763, 
in the 53d year of her age. 
Elizabeth Blackwall died the 14th of May, 1760, 
in the 1 7th year of her age." 

There are a few other flat nones, for the families of Wyat, 
Trymnell, Wrioley, Johnson, Saunders, King, Moulton, 
and Benskin. 

In the church-yard arc none worth copying. 

^- Author of " An Introduction to the Clafiics," &c. and of «' The Sacred C!..f- 
'* fics defended and illuftrated," Sec. A more particular account of him will be 
given in the lift of eminent men at the end of this little volume. 
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DADLINGTON 

CONTINUES, as it was defcribed in 1220, to be a hamlet con- 
taining a chapel dependent on the town of Hinckley. In the 
collection of parochial rates, however, it is, like Stoke, diftinct. 

The manor, as appears from Burton S who was himfelf lord of 
it, was anciently the inheritance of William de Hajlings^ lordfteward 
of the houfhold to king Henry the fecond, from whom lineally 
defcended Henry Haftings, created baron Abergavenny in right of 
Joane his wife, daughter and heir of William de Cantelupe lord 
Abergavenny, from whom defcended lineally Lawrence created 
earl of Pembroke; whofe grandchild John earl of Pembroke dying 
without iflue, all his lands, manors, and tenements defcended and 
came to Reginald lord Grey of Ruthin, as coufin and next heir to 
the faid John earl of Pembroke by Elizabeth grandmother of the 
faid Reginald, who was daughter of John Haftings lord Aber- 
gavenny, and great great aunt to the laft John earl of Pembroke l 
Philip the widow of this laft John earl of Pembroke was married 
to Richard earl of Arundel, and was endowed with part of this 
manor. Thefe lord Haftings (long before the ftatute of §l£tia em- 
ptores terrarumyvazAQ the 1 3th of Ed w. I.) gave certain lands within 
the faid manor to divers perfons, to be held of the faid manor by 
feveral tenures. The abovenamed Reginald lord Grey of Ruthin 
gave this manor, with the manor of Barwell and other lands in 
the county of Leicefter, to Sir John Grey his younger fon. John 
Grey of Barwell, Efq. defcended lineally from the faid Sir John 
Grey, in the reign of queen Elizabeth fold this manor with the 
court leet thereto belonging to my father Rafc Burton of Lindlcy, 

* Of whom, and his brother, an account wil! be hereafter given. 

Efq. 
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Efq. and it is now the inheritance of me William Burton fon and 
heir of him the faid Rafe Burton." 

Mr. Hurft has in his poflefiion the court rolls from 1272; and 
a curious MS. drawn up by Burton, under the title of " Antiqui- 
** tates de Dadlington maneriocom. Leic. fiveExcmplificatio Scrip - 
** torumjCartarumveterumjInquilitionum, RotulorumCuriarum, 
" Recordorura, 8: Evidentium probantium Antiquitates di£li m;i- 
«* nerii de Dadlington, 8c haereditatem de Burton in ditto mancrio 
«* de Dadlington, quae nunc funt penes me Will'mum Burton dc 
" Lindley com. Leic. modernum dominum dicli manerii de Dad- 
" lington. Lahore 8c ftudio mci Will'mi Burton de Lindley, 
" Apprenticii Legum Angliae, 8c Socii Interioris Templi Londini ; 
«' nuper habitantis apud Falde com. Staff, nunc apud Lindley, 
" 25 Aug. 1625, set. 50." 

John of Bolingbroke occurs in this MS. (temp. iS Ed. II.) as 
Efchaetor domini regis. After that time, the Greys appear to * 
have been lords till 1585, when it was purchafed by the Burtons. 
Mr. William Cox was owner in 1659; Jojbua Grundy Efq. in 1 742 ; 
and in 1772 it came to William Hurjl^ Efq. and Nicholas HurJI, 
Gent, the prefent owners. 

It appears from Burton's MS. that the manors of Higbam and 
Dadlington were united under one lord ; and in all the court rolls, 
from the reign of Edward the Second to the prefent time, the in- 
quifitions, 8cc. have been taken for the manors of Dadlington and 
Higham ; and by an antient roll we learn that the inhabitants of 
Higham were fined at Dadlington court, for not providing bows 
and arrows. 

Dadlington is fituated on rifing ground, in a good and health- 
ful air, about one mile from Stoke, in the road to Bofworth, 
near the ground where the memorable and deciftve battle was 
fought between the houfes of York and Lancafter 



• The account already given of this remarkable event in Eoglifli Ilillory may be 
illuftrated by the following Ihort narrative of fafts : Richmond, landing at Milford 



In 
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Haven, 
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In the field ftill known by the name of " Crown-hill," whence: 

Haven, puffed through Haverford Weft; and, eroding the Severn, came to Shrews- 
bury, and thence through Litchfield toTamworth, where his army arrived late in the 
evening ; but he himfelf, following in the rear with about twenty horfemen, miffed hit 
rout.!, and palled the night folitarily at a little -village three miles diftant. Early on 
the 2 ah, after (hewing himfelf at Tamworth to his army, he had an interview with his 
father-in-law lord Stanley at Atherflonc, when meafures were concerted for the- 
operations of the next day : and in the evening he was joined by Sir John Savage, Sir 
Bryan Sanford, Sir Simon Digby, and many other experienced warriors. Richard, 
meantime, dclpiiing the fuppofed wcaknefs of his adverfary, yet deli ring effectually 
to crulh him, led his army in great regal ftatc from Nottingham caftlc to Leicefter,. 
through which town he paffed in open pomp, the crown-royal on his head, on Sun- 
day evening, and thence came to a hill called Arm Beanie, in the parilh of Bof- 
wortb, where " he pitched his field, refrelbed his foldiers, and took his reft." Tho> 
next morning early, bringing all his men out of the camp into the plain, he ordered 
both horfemen and footmen to be drawn up in a length of line, that their numbers 
might appear as large as poffible. The archers were placed in the front, under the 
command of the duke of Norfolk and his fon the earl of Surrey. This long van- 
guard was followed by Richard himfelf with a chofen band, fupported on each fide 
wi: h wings of horfemen. The whole number exceeded 1 6,000. 

The army of Richmond, which amounted not to eooo, was proportionally arranged 
by their gallant leader. The archers, in a narrow front, were led by the earl of Ox- 
ford ; the right wing was cntrufted to Sir Gilbert Talbot, the left to Sir John Savage. 
Richmond himfelf refcrved a good company of horfc, and a final I number of foot. 

On each fide the leader audreffed his troops with a fpirited oration ; " which was 
" fcarctly finifhed," fays an old hiftorian, " but the one army efpied the other. Lord f 
" how haflily the foldiers buckled their helms, how quickly the archers bent their 
" bows, and brufhed their feathers, how readily the billmen (hook their bills and 
" proved their (laves, ready to approach and join when the terrible trumpet (hould 
" (bund the bloody blaft to victory or death ! Between both armies there was a great 
,k moraf?, which the carl of Richmond left on his right hand . for this intent that it 
*' (hould be on that fide a defence for his part, and in fo doing he had the fun at his 
" back, and in the faces of his enemies." The firft conflict of the archers being 
over, the armies met fiercely with (words and bills ; and at this period the Earl 
was joined by lcrd Stanley, which determined the fortune of the day. In this battle 
:;bove a thoufand perfons were (lain on the fide of Richard; and amongft them the 
duke of Norfolk, the lord Fcrrars of Chartlcy, Sir Richard Ratclyffe, and Sir Robert 
Rrackcnbury lieutenant of the Tower. Of Richmond's army fcarcely one hun- 
dred were flain, among whom the principal perfon was Sir William Brandon his 
ffindarJ -bearer. The victor was crowned in the field by Sir William Stanley, with 
a crown of ornament which Richard wore in the battle, and which was found among 
the fpoils. The battle, which laded little more than two hours, was fought on the 
aid of Auguft, 1525; and hence, by the way, may be pointed out a palpable 
inillake in Cibber's additions to Shakfpcare's tragedy, where Richard in the eve of 
the battle fmclls " the ripe harrcft of the new-mown hay J' 

a gravel 
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gravel is fometimes fetched to repair the highways, Mr. Robin- 
fori informs me, there have been dug up many human Ikeletons, 
which are faid to be very common on breaking frefli ground. 
From this fpot is a fine and extenfi ve view along the vale towards 
Bofworth, being the celebrated ground commonly called King 
Richard's Field. A tradition remains, that the crown was fe- 
ereted on this Jiill or fpot, which is but juft without the town. 

The foil at Dadlington is of a gravelly mixed nature, and is 
fruitful in corn and grafs, and excellent for orchard fruit, cfpc- 
cially for the nonpareil, and others of a choice kind. The ab- 
Sntb'mm or wormwood grows here fpontaneoufly in great plenty. 
That fcarce and tender bird the nightingale is here more com- 
mon than in any other parts of the country, and frequently in 
the fummer feafon ferenades the benighted traveller. 



is appropriated to the dean and chapter of Weftminfter, who allow 
20I. a year to the minuter (payable by the lefiee of their glebe) 
for ferving this cure. The prefent chaplain is the Rev. Mr. 
Gallaway, vicar of Hinckley ; his curate the Rev. Mr. Brown. 

In 1622 the following arms remained in this chapel: 

Or, a maunch Gules. Raftings. 

Barry of 6, Arg. Sc Az. 3 tortcauxes in chief, quartered with 
Hajlings and Faience. Grey. 



forae late repairs, makes a decent appearance. It has a (mall 
wooden turret with two bells. There was within memory a 
large old door on the North fide, now Hopped up. Part of the 



The Chapel 




* See plate V. fig. 13. 
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arch remains, rilled up with modern brick-work. But a better 
idea of it may be taken from the South-weft view of it in plate 
X. which my readers owe to the kindnefs of Mr. Robinfon. 

In the infide is a very old town cheft, without date. 

The Lord's Prayer, &c. were new painted in 1773; Thomas 
Eames churchwarden. 

There are the remains of an old monument of the Cottons, but 
not one letter legible. The arms (viz. Azure on a Chevron Arg. 
3 Katharine wheels Gules, fee plate V. fig. 14.) are barely dis- 
cernible on an old pane of painted glafs. 

Within the chapel there is not one monumental infeription ; 
and in the burying-ground which furrounds it there are but few, 
amongft which the family of Ballard is moft confpicuous. 
The following epitaph is remarkable only for its fimplicity : 

" Here lieth interred the late Thomas Ballard of Drayton, who 
departed this life the 16th of October, 1765, in the 84th year of 
his age. 

I lov'd my honour'd parents dear, 

I lov'd my wife and children dear, 

1 lov'd my brothers and lifters too, 

And hope in Heaven to meet them there; 

I lov'd my uncles, aunts, and coufins too, 

I pray to God to give my children grace the fame to do." 
" Elizabeth Ballard, late wife of Thomas, died Sept. 28, 
176 1, aged 77." 

There are alio monuments to three of their children ; and one 
in memory of 

" John Everard, who died Jan. 3, 1726, aged 40." 
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W Y K I N 

IS a fmall hamlet or village (as the name implies) in the 
parifli of Hinckley, where formerly Hood a chapel, which, 
fo far back as 1622, had been "long lince decayed and gone." 
It was a very fmall edifice, in which fervice was performed only 
once a year; and its revenues were originally appropriated to the 
maintenance of two monks refiding at Hinckley, to fupport the 
parochial minifter, and to uphold hofpitality. It is now entirely 
incorporated with the mother parilh, and pays a proportionable 
fhare in all levies. 

The manor of Wykin was granted by Robert Boflu earl of 
Leicefter to the monaitery of Nuneaton in Warwickfliire, which 
was founded by Amicia his wife, daughter of the earl of Mont- 
fort. Priorefs Ouldton, Sept. 5, t 540, furrendered up the whole 
monaftery of Nuneaton, together with Wykin, and all other lands 
and tenements thereto belonging, to K. Henry VIII. who, on the 
firft day of May, 1544, granted the manor of Wykin to Edward 
lord Ciinton and Saye, and to Sir Robert Terwbit, knight, and to 
their heirs, to be held in capite, by the hundredth part of a 
knight's fee. By them it was fold, on the 1 6th of May following, 
to William IVigblman*, whofcheir continued to hold it in 1622. 
The lordfliip and by much the greater part of the land are now 
the property of IFilliam Bur ie ten, efq; LL. D. recorder of Leicefter. 
The Rev. Mr. Hunt and John Simp/on, cfq; have alfo eftates in 
this hamlet. A South-eaft view of Wykin-Hall is engraved in 
plate X. from a drawing of Mr. Robinfen. 

* The fame, probably, whofc effigie* and epitaph were placed in Hinckley church. 
Sec p. 38 i and fee the arms in plate VII. fig. 5. — Of this family was one Wightman - 
of Burton, upon Trent, a notorious hcrctick, who publilhed htmillf to be the Holy 
Ghotr, holding " that the Holy Ghoil was different from God, and that he was a 
'* creature." He was convened before divers grave and learned- men •, but, rcfo- 
lutcly pcrfifting in his hcrcly, was burnt at Litchfield about 16 10. 

T H E 
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THE HYDE. 

TH I S little hamlet, though fituated in the county of War- 
wick, is part of the parifli of Hinckley. 
" It is now," fays Sir William Dugdale*, " a depopulated place; 
but had anciently a chapel + appertaining to Hinckley in Leicejler- 
/Nre, whereof (doubtlefs) it was not long fmce a member, in re- 
gard it appears to be of the fee of Winchefter by Sluincy earl of 
IVincbcjlefs intcreft in the honour of Leice/ler. As for the fig- 
nification of the names, I fliall refer you to the GlofTary of the 
learned Sir H. Spelman, where may be feen the various accep- 
tations thereof ; conceiving that in this place it was firft impofed 
to exprefs a certain quantity of land fufficient for one plough to 
manage. But the firft 'mention that I have met with of it is in 
3 Job. where Will. Marefcball and Ralph Mallore levied a fine of 
two yards of land here to the ufe of Richard Fitz-Robert. To 
which JVilHam fuccceded Thomas, who in 55 H. 1114 held half 
a knight's fee in this place and Eton (now Nun-Eaton) with Sap- 
cote in Leiccftcrfhire. After which I have not feen any thing 
confidcrable relating thereto, till 20 E. III. that William Moton an- 
fwcred || for the 8th part of a knight's fee here, held of the ho- 
hour of Winchefter, whofe title therein devolved, as it feems, to 
Richard Grey of Codnoure and Laurence Dutlon. For 1 1 Richard II. 
the half knight's fee before fpecified lying here and in Eaton, was 
certified § to have been held by them of Henry lord Fcrrars of 
Groby ; from which time till 1 Mary 1 can <lift over no more thereof; 

* Watwickfnirr, 2d ed. p. 52. + Rot. de nonis garb. &c. in Scac. 

X El'c. <;5 H. HI. || Hot. penes S. Cbrkc bar. 

§ Efc. 1 1 R. II. n. 26. 

but 
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but then it was found that Sir Walter Smith, of Sherford in Bur- 
ton Haftings in the county of Warwick *, died feifed of three 
parts of this manor, as alio 300 acres of pafture, 60 acres of 
meadow, and two Ihillings rent, lying here and in Hinckley, pur- 
chafed of John Leake and Richard Aitell, leaving Richard his foil 
and heir 2% years of age, which Richard, 35 Elizabeth, being 
poflefTed of two parts, fettled them upon William Littleton in mar- 
riage with Margaret his daughter, in the fame manner as he did. 
Sherford; fince which it hath accompanied the poffeflion of 
that lordlhip J* 

Mr. Thomas adds, " there is only one houfe (landing here, 
near which are yet to be fcen the veftigta of this depopulated 
village" 

Sir Walter Smith was murdered by a young wife, who was 
afterwards executed for it; and his fon Richard juggled out of 
this and the reft of his eftate by Sir John Littelton of Frankley, 
in the county of Worcefter ; whofe third fon William was mar- 
ried to Mr. Smith's only daughter. The management of the 
writings had been imprudently trnfted to Sir John ; and at the 
time of execution Mr. Smith was drawn off after a brace of bucks, 
and hurried to lign them before they Mere read throughout. 
But the artful knight had made fuch proviflon for his own fa- 
mily in the fettlement, that, on the death of his third fon without 
ifluc, the eitate was to devolve to his heir, which was his elder 
brother Gilbert ; and his third brother George married the widow. 
Mr. Smith fued Gilbert's fon John for recovery of his eftate, 
which, on the attainder of John for adhering to the earl of Eflbx, 
42 Eliz. came to the crown. Muriel, his widow, petitioned 
James I. to have it reftored, and obtained her requeft. But, to 
avoid further fuits with Mr. Smith, fhe fold it to Serjeant Hele y 
a great lawyer ; who, likewife confidering on what foundation 

• Eic. 1 Mary. 

P Littelton'* 
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Littelton*s title was aft firft built, difpofed of it between his five 
Tons, Sir Warwick, Sir Francis, Nicholas, Walter, and George. 
But fuch, fays Sir William Dugdale *, is the fate that follows thefc 
pofieflions, that for want of a public adverfary, thefe brothers 
arc now at fuit among thcmfelves for them ; and as none of the 
line of Gilbert Littclton, to whom they fo defcended by force of 
the before-fpecified conveyance, doth enjoy a foot of them, fo it 
is no lefs obfervable, that the ion and heir, by George and Mary, 
viz. Stephen "Littelton of Holbeach, in StafTbrdmire, was attended 
with a very hard fate, being executed, and his ellatc forfeited, 
for being concerned in the Gunpowder Trcalbn. 

This lordfhip of Sherford did not long continne in the family 

of Hele ; for by an heirefs it paired to Hook ; whofe ion 

Sir Hele married Hefter daughter of — - — Underbill, citizen and 
grocer of London, and died 17 12, without iiTuc, leaving his 

three fitters coheirs ; the elder married Groves, gent, the 

fecond Dyer, gent, and the third Jobn Hammond, efq; 

who, with his relict, afterwards the wife of Dr. Lilley, owned 
it in Dr. Thomas's time +. 

The TLarl of Stamford is now the owner of the lordihip ; which 
appears, by an admeafurement taken in 1781, to contain in the 
whole but 431 acres, of which the principal land-holders are 
Lady Grejley, Sir Jobn Dyer> Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Ball \, Mr. Sfokes, 
and "Mr. Talkington. 

•* lb. p. 56. 
f lb. p. $6. 

\ The Cafe of Carte, adminiflrator of the late Vicar of Hinckley, verfes Ball 
'& al. (as reprinted in Atkyns, vol.111, p. 469, Cafe 170), will be given hereafter, 
under the life of the Rev. jobn Carte. 
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APPENDIX. 

N 8 I. 

Some Particulars of the Abbey of Lira, and of its Poffeffions in this Kingdom. 
Lira, or Lyra, is a Benedictine abbey, in a town of the fame name, in the dio- 
cefe of Evreux, on the river Kille in Normandy, founded about the year 1045, and 
taxed to the apoftolical chamber at 300 florins of gold for annates. Its annual income 
is 20090 livres, with a right of presenting to 30 churches. William Fitz Osbern, 
kinfman to duke William, afterwards king of England, a powerful man, and 
commendable for his endowments both of body and mind, founded two monaflerics in 
honour of the blcflcd Virgin Mary ; the one at Lira, in which he afterwards buried 
Adelina, the daughter of Iloger de Toene, his wife 1 and the other at Cermeille, where 
he was himfelf interred. This William was a!fo earl of Hereford, allied to the 
Dukes of Normandy both by father and mother ; for his father OJbem was Ton to 
Herfaft, brother to the countefs Gunnora, wife to Richard the firft duke of Nor- 
mandy ; and his mother was the daughter of Kodolph carl of Ivry, which Rodolph 
was brother, by the mother's fide, to the above-named duke Richard. 

Thomas Becker, archbilhop of Canterbury, reGdcd at Lira for fome time. 

This abbey was pofiefled of fix churches (among the red that of Carclbrooke), 
and fome manors aud lands, in the iflc of Wight. Tanner, p. 159. 

Abbatia "8 Marine de Lire lit in infula de Wit. vi . a-cctas. 

...» ... . t * ** , - » 

quib? ptin . 11 . nidas 7 11 .virg trat 7 dim . 7 in plunlv CO hnt 

't » ° ^ 9 ' 

,v .uiftos qui ten . 1 . hid 7 dim . qrta part uni v min. 

Decimas hnt de omibj redditionibj regis. Tot qd ht appciat 

xx . lib . Geld redd de . 11 . hid 7 dim v tra;. Domcfday, Hanttfihire* 

A grant or rclcafe from the abbey at Lira, to the abbey of Qiiarere in the Jfle of 
Wight of tithes there, in Arreton, Hafeley, Luvccomb, Tidlingdham, and Scalde- 
cumb, is printed in Madox, Form. N' ccccxcvn. 

The priories of Hinkcley and Miming in Leiceflcrfhirc were cells to this 
abbey. The author of Ncuftria Pia, befides thefc two, names the monafiery of 
Lankywan in Wales ; but this is a miftake ; for thp Monafticon has no fuch mo- 
nallery ; but in vol. II. p. 989, takes notice that the manor and parilh church of 
Languian in MonmouthfiYne (where, according to Tanner, Not. Mon. p. 330, was 
a cell of black monks) belonged to the abbey of Lira* 

The manor of Ocley, or Lyre Ocle, in Hcrefordlhire, belonged to this abbey. 
Tanner, p. 175. 

After the Conquefl, one or more of the churches in the town of Warcham in Dor- 
fctfhire, with fome lands in the ueighbourhoood, being given by Robert Bellamont 
earl of Leiccller, temp. Hen. I. to the abhat and convent of Lira in Normandy, thev 
fent over and fettled here a cell of their own Benedi&ine monks, which was dedicated 
to the Virgin Mary. Ib. p. 102. 

Henry II. by charter fans dare, confirmed to this abbey the churches of Ware- 
ham, and one hide of land in Warcham ot the gift of William de Warrauta, and one 

P 2 ounce 
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ounce of gold in prtrpofitura dc Warbam. Dug*?. Mon. II. oc6\ inter addir. ex 
reg'ro abb. de Lyra, ituichios's Dorfct, I. p.ao. They had alfothc churches of 
"St. Martin, Sr. Michael, St. Peter, and St. Mary here. Hutchins, lb. p. 29—38. 

N° n. 

Lift of the Abbats of Lyila, from Neuftria Pin, p. 5-R. 539. 540. 

1. Rabtrt, a monk of that place ; kid to have been an anchorite in the tale of 
"Chalet, a mile from thence, and to have been admoniflied from Heaven, as he was 
humi:ig a flag, to procure the founding of a moiuftery their. 

2. Erfaft, or Hetpkaft, ' 

3* f r "°] {monks of St. Evroul. 

4. Lr.ard, 

j. Wither t, J 

6. Gi/Ubert, Guillebert, or Gilbert, monk of the fame place ; governed aimed ten 
yen s, much improved the monaflery, and -died about uoo. 

7. William, monk of the fame place. 

8. Ralph, monk of Bcr, reformed the order. 

9. HeUcr, Wider, or WMcr, monk of St. Evroul. He obtained iiom the Arch- 
"bilhop of Rouen, 1 145, a confirmation of all their pofTefEotH. 

10. W7/7/.im the ftcond, monk of .the fame place. 

1 1. Ojbert, or Ojbent, brother to the former, had all the pofleffioro of the abbey 
^confirmed by Pope Alexander the third, in 1171. He died rn 1 1 77- 

1 ?.. Walter, brother to the laft mentioned ; a thing fcarcely ever known, that thrr 
brothers fhould fuccecd each other in the government of the fame church, a* thefe 
did. In his time, in 1188, the monalkry was burnt. 

13. William the third, whofc name occurs in deeds of 1206 and 1214. 

14. Geffry, chofen in 1221, when, his predeccflbr being dead, the monks im- 
mediately fent to Philip Auguflus II. king of France, for his licence to dioofe an 
abbat, which he gracioufly granted, and Gcffry was accordingly elected. 

15. John ie Almewfcbis occurs in 1237, 1238, and 12.41. 

16. Gilbert thefecond lived in 1247. 

1 7. Robert the fecond died between" 1269 and 1 2 74. 

1 SJ. Ralph the fecond ; who, growing fickly, rcfigned the charge of this abbey to 
Nicholas bilhop of Evreux, in 1288, when he had governed the fame very commen- 

■'daHSy. 

19. GcJJ'ry the fecond, In Whofc time, 1293, PopeCeleitine IV. corffirmed all the 
.pofleffions of this monaftery. 

20. William the fourth ; of whom mention is made in deeds from 1301 to 1326. 

21. Afior^iut, or Ettforgius. He earneftly folicited the apoftolical ice that the 
monks of this monaftery might lay aGdethewhire habit they wore, and ufe black, and 
quite boniftt this relaxation from the order of St. Benedict, and obtained the follow- 
ing indulgence: 

Bulla- dementis' VI. papa, ftatnens cuod-monachi Lirenfes habira nigro utan- 
tur, et non albo. 

" Clemens,' cpilcopns, fervos fcrvorum Dei, ad perpctuam rei memoriam. 
Ad ca libeater dirigimus ftudia mentis noftra?, quod ccclcliarum & monaftert- 
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orum, ac altorum locorum ecclefiaflicornm, & perfonarura in eis degentium, prefer- 
iim Tub regulari habitu Domino famnlatuium, {latum, in eo rwaxirne, ut tam in <ra- 
pite, (juara in mcmbris, habitu fc conferment, refpiccre, dinofcimur. Exhibit* 
Jiquidem nobis, pro parte dilefH filii Aftorgii, abbatis B. Maria: de Lira, ordinis 
Bencdi&i, Ebroiceol. dioecef. petirio continebar, quod io di&o monaftcrio, a funda- 
tionc ipfus, temporibus pluriuni abbatum eiufdem monafterii, qui fucrunt pro tem- 
pore abbatcs, ij.tl, ac monachi difti mooaftcrii, veftes et habitu nigri colons mona- 
chales gettavcrunt ; et quod priorcs & monachi prioratuurn ac membrorum, a diclo 
monafterio dependentium, in Anglia cxiilentium, vclles & habitu nigri colons pra- 
xlicti ex tunc geftaverunt, prout gellant <k praefenri: quodque omnium eorumden 
abbas dicVt monafterii, qui dc monafterio de Becco Helloini,<iicti ordinis, Rothoma- 
genf. dicecef. (in quo, per abbatem, & monachos ipfius monafterii de Becco Heloini, 
veftes & habitus albi colons gecuotur & habentur) in abbatcm difti monafterii B. 
Maria: auumptua fuit, veftes £c habitus nigri coloris, qui in diflo monaftcrio B. 
^Marias, ut przmittitur, gerebantur, in veftes & habitus albi coloris, commutavit : 8c 
•ex tunc in ditto monafterio B. Mariac abbates & monachi ipfius, execptis piioribus 
& monachi prioratuurn, ac membrornm prxdiflorum duntaxat, album habitum gef- 
taverunt, £c fimilitcr »eftes albas: etquod de pracmiffis, dido monafterio B. Maii.t 
jhX publics vox Sc fama. Quarc, pro parte dicTti Aftorgii abbatis nobis extitit lup- 
plicatum, nt quod de caetero veftes 8c habitus nigri coloris in di<fto monafterio I!. 
Marie de Lira gerantur, ftatuere U ordinare de benignitate apoftolica dignarcutur. 
Is'os, hujufmot'i diviliooem amputare, ac veftes & habiium wionachorum monafterii 
B. Manx pnediclorum, ad priftinum colorcm reducerc <upientes ; hujufBiodi iup- 
.plicatiomhus inclinati, authorttate apoftolica ftatuimus, 8c etiam ordinarous, quod 
abbas, qui .nunc eft, 8c iucce (Tores fui abbatcs, priores, Si monachi prxdicVi monaf- 
.terii B. Maris?, tam in capite, quam in membris, habitu, 8c vcitibus albi coloris pc- 
-nitus rejecth, habitum & n-ftes nigri coloris portare pcrpetno tcneautur : queraad- 
jnodom per monachos ipGus monafterii in Anglia cxiflcntcs a fundationis tempore 
jpfius monafterii eft fieri confuctum. Nulli ergo omnino. boininnm becat h*nc pa- 
^inamnortexconftitutionis 8c ordinacionis infringcrc, vcl ciaufu tc-mcrariocontraire : 
ii quit a autera hsec at ten tape prscfurapferit, mdignacionem omuipotcntis Dei, & BB, 
Petri 8t Pauli, apoftolorum cius, fc novcrit incurfurura. Datum Avcuiuni, CJcudk 
Julii, pontifkatus noftriami. io." 

2a. Thomas. 

23. Richard. 
^4. Simon. 

25. Edxard. 

ao. William the fifth, who flourifttcd in 1450, 1453, anJ 14^7, performed much in 
the monaftery, and was at length bilhop of Avallon. 

27. Lewis de Harceurt patriarch of Jerufalein and biiliop of Bayeux, about 1460, 
«lied xy.ca1.Jan. 1479. 

28. Benedtcl, lived in 1483. 

29. Jebn the fecond, -de Cadillat % 1506. 

30. Rente de Pry* t cardinal, biuSop of Bayeux, died in 15 16. 
.34. Ambraft U Veneur* biihop of Evrcux, died 7 id. Aug. 1 $43* 
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32. George. 

33. Hifpofyte SEJle, cardinal of Ferrara, occurs 1556, and 1559. 

34. Stephen. 

35. James Davy du Perron, bora Nor. 5, 1556. In 1587 he pronounced the 
funeral oration on Mary Queen of Scots, as he had in 1 586 that of the poet • 
Ronfard. After the murder of Henry IV. of France, Perron laboured ftrenuoufly 

in the conrerfion of the Reformed, and his labours were crowned with that of Henry 
IV. who nominated him to the bilhoprick of Evreux, and afterwards made him grand 
almoner of France, and archbilhop of Sens, and obtained for him in 1604 the dig- 
nity of cardinal. After the murder of Henry IV. Perron deroted himfelf entirely 
to the court and fee of Rome. In 1615 he was one of the prefidents of the affem- 
bly at Roan; Coon after which be retired to his honfe at Rognolet, where he em- 
ployed himfdf wholly in revifing his literary works, and eftabliihed a printing-office 
that they might be printed under his own infpeAion. He died at Ronen Sept. 5, 
1618 ; and his works were publilhcd, in three volumes folio, 1610—1622. 

36. James U Noel du Perron, nephew to his predeceffor, abbat of Lira and of St. 
Taurinus at Evreux, counsellor of ftate to the king of France, and high almoner to 
the queen of England, lifter to Lewis XIII. 

37. Leu.it U Bai bier de la Riviere, bifliop and duke of Langrcs, made abbat in 
1650. 

N° III. 

Ex vomfto I. iron lis cocnobii regiftro, penes Francifcum Du Chefne, illuftruT. 

fj.illiav. rep,'? hiiloriographutn, ann. 1648. (l)ugd. Mon. Ang. I. 986.) 
Carta Koktiti cj.nir.is Lcicelhiac donationem Atniciae uxoris fuac de una uncia 

auri confirmans. 

]{. ( nn. s I.egerceftriae Ernaldo de Bofco conftabulario fuo, et omnibus baro- 
nibus t": hominibus fuis de honore Britolii et Pontis Sancli Petri falutem. Sciatis 
(jni.i benevi>l'* ct optime concede*, quod Amicia comitifla Legeceftriae uxor mea 
tft d;t in elemolinain pcrpctuam Deo ct beatac Mariae de Lira et conventui ejuf- 
i'cti loci un.i-n uuciam auri, quam habebat in ponte Sancli Petri, quarc volo &c, 
Teftibus Si none enmire, Ifabclla uxore luo, Radulfo pincerna, Reginaldo de Bor- 
digu, Kiruri.o Mall, Kkardoclerico, Godcf rida nepote Ernaldi. (n. 23.) 

N" IV. Carta Roberti comitis de Leiceftria. 
Hobt.tiK Corner 1 .egerccllriac omnibus hominibus &c. Sciatis mc conceflifle &c. 
pro falute aninv.i nu-a ci Petroncllae comitiilac uxoris meac ct Roberti comitis Legcr- 
ceftnac paui? mci ct Amiciae coir.itiiT.ie marris meae &c. omnes donationcs quas 
"WiHidmti? tiiiui Osbcrti ct Robcrtus comes Legerceftriae pater meus it alii prede- 
cdToiLs mei dederunt Deo et ecclcfiae beatae Mariae de Lira &c. Teflibus Pctro- 
ndla comitifla uxorc inea, Williclmo ct Roberto filiis meis, 6cc. (lb. n. 8.) 

N° V. Carta Roberti comitis Leiceflriae. 
Univeriis &c. Roberttw comes Legerceftriae falutem. Noverit univerfitas 
\c(lra ine concetlifle et 1 ac mi a carta confirmafie Deo et SanAae Mariae de 
Lira, et monachis ib'dcm Deo fervientibus, omncs donationes quas Robertus pa- 
ter meus fecit us; (vid..i,cet,) ecclcliam de Hik^lai cum capcllrs de Stoke et 

Daldiutone, 
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Daldintone, ccclefiam dc Ettona cum capclla de A&leburge ct aliis p ertinentiit 
fuis, ecclefiam dc Sibefdd'dune euro capellis dc Widrcdeflcy, ct de Atrcton, et dc 
Iluptone, et de Draitone, ecclefiam de Hccchaiu, cum capclla dc Lindlay. Conccdo 
ct confinno quoque praedi&is raonacbis deciraam denariorum mcorum de foka dc 
Hinkeley, et plcaariam decimam de domim'cis carucis meis dc Hinlcclay, et de 
Etona, et de Scbedefdune, et in porcis et in o*ibus, et in omnibus ill is undc de- 
cinwc debent exire. Confinno quoque eis duas uncias auri, fcilicet duas marcas 
argenti quas comitifla Amida mater jnea habebat in villa dc Hinkclcy, ct xvi fol. 
et viu denar* de unciis, quas habebat in Wikeingefton, in (cambium pro de- 
cimis nummorum de Eton a, ct pro decimis pecud' totius dominii, et omnium alia- 
.rum rcrum, exceptis garbis. Confinno etiam praedi&is monacliis unum hofpitium 
liberum in Leigr', et xx folidat' terrae, quas Rog* de Canfurd dedit eis in Warona. 
Tcft' PetronilLa com' Lcgerc', Rog' ejefto Sanfli Andreae ct Rob* fratrc ejus, 
Ernaldo de Bofco, Hug' de Alneto, Rog' de Hum, Gilbcrto de Charnelcs, Eu- 
ftachio de Herlcnwilicr, magiftro Hugone, &c (Ex eod. reg'ro. pugd. Mon. 
Ang. I. 603. 

N° VI. Carta Petronillae comitiflae Lckeflriae, de xl s. annui redditus pro anni* 
verfario filii fui. Ex eod. reg'ro, n. 7. (Dugd. II. 985.) 
Unifcrfis &c. l'etronella comitifla Legcrccftrac falutem &c. Noverit &c. me 
dediffe &c. Deo et fanftae Mariae dc Lira &c. xl s. in molendinis mcis de Bri- 
tolio annuatun perfolvcndos &c ad faciendum aunivcifarium Williclini de Britolio 
filii mci &c Tcftibus Willielmo Buffalo, &c. 

N» VH. Carta Amictae dominac Montis fortis de xv s. llcrlingorum anpuaiim. 

Ex cod. r-eg'ro, n. 79. 

Sciatis &c. quod ego Amicia domina Montis fortis dedi Sec. Deo, beatae Mariac, 
et raonacbis Lireafibus, fi-xaginta folidos Andegavcnfcs vcl quindcciin fterlingoruni 
annuacim de maritagio roeo, pro anima patris mci Williclmi de Bertolio, in libc- 
rum ct perpctuam elcmotinam, &c. Hiis teftibus, fratre mco Rogcro Saufli Aa- 
dreae elcflo, Willielmo faccrdotc de Bertolio, fitc. 

N° VIII. Confirmatio Regis Henrtci Secundt, &c„ 
Chartae Antiqnae, n. 3. Mon. Ang. I. 604. 
Hctiricns Dei gratia rex Angliae, dux Norraanniae ct Aquitaniae, conies 
Andegaviae, archiepifcopis, epilcopis, abbatibus, comitibus, baronibus, jufticiariis, 
\ icccomitibus, et omnibus miniftris et fidelibus fuis, Francis ct Anglis, totius Angliae, 
falutem. Sciatis me concofliffe et pracfenti carta mea confirmaue ecclefiue fanc'tac 
Mariae de Lira, et monachis ibi Deo fervicntibus, donationem quara Robertus comes 
Leyceftriac eis ratiooabiliter fecerat fupcr hiis quae fubfequens- liicra dcclarat; 
fcilicet, de ecclefia de Hincbclai, cum ccclcliis eidein eccleflac adjacenttbus, et cum 
capcllis omnibus, et cum decima denariorum de lbka dc Hinckelai, ctciv.n •!■■.- 
naria decima de dominicis carucis fuis de Hincbclai, ct de Kattune, et .It 
dettuBC, et in .porcis, ct in ovibus, et in omnibus illis undc decimac exir; 
Practcrea dc omnibus decimis dominico fuo dc Suptwica et de Kingellunc, et ! 
ct foenis, de lanis, et de agnis, et cafeis, et de porccllis, et de onmi in ft a 
fuo. Quare volo et firmiier praecipto quod pracfata ecclcfu, ct monachi - , ' 

~7 L > 
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eeclcGae, habeant et tcncant omnia baec praedicra, cum omnibus pertinentiis fuis, 
ita bene, et in pace, libcrc, et quiete, et pleoarie, et integre, ct lionorifiee, licut 
cartae Kobcrti comes Lcyceftriae quas inde habent teftantur. Teftibus, GaufriJo 
archidiacono, Jobannc decano Sarum, Reginaldo * arcbidiacono Sarum, comite Wil- 
lichno de Maudevilla, Reginaldo de Curteuey, Reginaldo filio Urfi. Apud Cbinon. 

N° IX. Carta Regis Henrici Secundi, donatorum conccflionem recitans et confirmans. 
Ex vet. reg'ro Lirenfe fupra citato, n. 3. 
Hcnricus rex Angliae, &c. Sciatis me conceffifle et in perpetuam elemofi- 
nam confirmaffe ccclefiae Lirenfi, et monachis ibidem Deo fertientibus, quicquid 
eis rationabiliter datum eft, et tenementa fua, et quicquid juftc ct ration abilher 
pofiedcrunt tempore regis Henrici ari mei, et tempore avi mei. 

In Epilcopato Ebroicenfi, in loco qui Vetus Lira dicitur, ex dono Will* comitis* 
terram de cadem villa quam tencbat in dominico, ct duo molendina in eadem tilla, 
et quartam partem Novae Lirae &c. 

In Anglia, in Epifcopatu Wigorniae &c. 
In Epifcopatu Herefordiae &c. 
In Epifcopatu de Landaff &c. 
In Epifcopatu Wigorniae &c;- 
In Epifcopatu Salelburiae &c. 

Tn Epifcopata Lincolniae Ecclefiamde Hhkelal t cum pertinentiis fuis,&c. 
Teftibus Pliilippo BajDcenfc Epifcopo, ct Emulfo Luxovicnfi Epifcopo, et Roberto. 
Comite Legcrceftriae, et ad. 

De prioratibus alienigcnis de Hinkley, War-ham,, et Carcfbrokc, huic domui 
[Mount-gracenti coenobio in agro EboracenG] conccfljs* 

N 3 X. Pat. 22 R. II. part. 3. m. 1 1. (Dugd. I. 968.) 

Rex omnibus ad quos &c. falutcm. Sciatis quod dc gratia noftra fpeciaH, 
et ad fupplicationem carWIimi ncpotis noftri Thomae ducts Surriae, conceffimos 
dileclo nobis Edmundo priori doraus de Mountgrace ordinis Cartofien. per prae- 
faium duccm dc novo fundatae, et conrmonachis ejufdem loci et fucceflbribus fur?, 
prioratum de Hinktle iu comitatu Leyc' alienigenam, prioratum de Warham in 
com' Dorfct alienigenam, et prioratum de Caresbrok m comitatu Sutht* alieni- 
genam, ac omnia alta terras, tenementa et polfefliones ad abbaiiam beatae Marine 
dc Lira in Normannta alienigenam pertinenttas, cum omnibus maneriis, cum fuis 
penincnt'is, ac cum aliis tcrris, tenements, redditibus, poflefiionibus, advocationi- 
bus ccclcfiarum, vicaiiarum, et cantfariarum, portiones, penfiones, pnrvas porcioncs 
aHarmn ecclefiarum, elemofinas, et ccclcfias appropriatas, cum quibufcunque pof- 
fdliynibtu &c. ad praediftos prioratum dc Hynkele &c. pertinentiis &c. Qui qui- 
dem prioratus de Hynkele &c. ad manBs noftras occanonc gucrrae inter nos et 
illos de Erancia noftrac devenerunt &c. Habendum &c. praeiaro Edmundo priori 
&c. et fucceffbribus fuis a fefto faufto Michaelis abhinc praeterito quamdiu prae- 
di-H 1 guerra duraverit &c. T. Rege apud Haverford in Wallia xx Mail. 

R-uifieatio fiindationis per llegtm Heoricura VI. Cart. 19 H. VI. m. 22. (vi<L 
Dugd. 1. 964 ) 

• .V.rV tifi-.-p ol Lk!iucM actl Coventry in 1175. 

N* 
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N° XI. On the Office of High Steward of England. 

From Hearne's Curious Difcourfcs *. 

Htre is Jhevxd who is the High Steward of England, and what bis Office is. 

The Senefchalcyc, or High Stewardfhip of England, belongcth unto the Earl- 
dom of Leicefter, and of old tyroe did thereunto appertayne ; and it is to be under- 
flood that it is his office, under and immediately after the king, to overfee and go- 
vern the whole kingdom of England, and all the officers of juftice within the (aid 
kingdome, in tymes boeth of peace and war, in manner following: 

" The manner how and when the Lord High Steward ought to exercife his 
44 office by duty and the oath of fealty is fuch : whenever man or woman Hull 
" come unto the king's court, in whatfoever court it be, and poflibly unto the 
" king himfelf, to feek for redrefs againft injury done unto them, and he or ihe not 
being able in due feafon to obteyne remedy, then the high fleward of Eng- 
M land ought, and is bound to receive their petitions and complaynts, and to keepe 
" them until the next parliament thereafter to be holdcn, and to affign unto fuch 
■•' complaynants, if he think fir, a day wherein they may exhibit and profecuto 
" their petitions ; and in full parliament, in the prefence of the king, to reprehend 
or blame that officer, or thofe officers, whoever they bee, that foe have fay led 
" in doing of juftice, and thofe thereof to call to account, unto whom in fuch 
" cafes every one throughout the kingdome is bound to anfwer, the king onely ex- 
" cept. If the chancellour of England have faylcd of making original remedy 
" and amends, and the juftices, treafurers. barons, and chamberlaines of the ex- 
44 chequer, fleward of the king's houfe, efcheatours, coroners, fheriffes, clearkes, 
" bayliffcs, and other officers, of what place or records foever they be, in their 
44 procefles, judgements, ezecmions of judgments, and juftice to be made to the 
44 favour of one, and lofs of the other party, for gifts, bribes, or other procure- 
'* ments, (hall fyle or give over at the leafl ways ; if any jufliciar, when as both 
44 parties pleading before them (ball fland in judgment, (hall by fuch falfe pro- 
" curements deferr judgment, contrary to juftice, and the laws and cuftomes of 
** the land ; if then the chancellour of England, or any other of the king's offi- 
44 cers, in fuch cafe, (hall alleadge in parliament, and fay for their excufe, that 
44 in that cafe fuch hardnefs and doubtfullnefs of the law and right did arife wheii 
44 the fame was heard and proponed before them, that neither he nor the court 
" of chancery, or any other courts wherein he is an officer, were able or knew 
" how to attaine unto the fafe determination of the right, then (hall he declare 
" and open the fame ambiguity and doubt in parliament ; if then it be found that 
" the law was doubtful in that cafe, the chancellour or other officers (hall be 
44 held accufed, and then (hall the high fteward of England, togeather with the 
44 conftable of England, in the prefence of the king, and other of the parliament, 
44 make choice of five and twenty perfons more, more or lefle, according as the 
44 cafe fhall require, togeather with fuch other cafes in the parliament renearfed - t 

• In the BritUb Mufeum is a Latin copy of the above piece ; it is much damaged and imperfea, and 
fcemi to Jutc been written about the time of Henry VI. Cou. MSS. Nero D. VIU. 
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" amongft whom (hall be carles, barons, knights of the (hire, citizens, ind bnr- 
" gefles, who there fliall ordaioe, agree upon, and eftablifh remedye by Jaw in 
4i all fuch cafes, for ever after to endure. And thofc laws fliall be recited, writ* 
" ten and allowed in full parliament, and fcaled with the great feal, and delivered 
" forth to all places of law and juftice from thenceforward to be holden for laws, 
" and in public places where it fliall be thought expedient they (hall be pro- 
'* claimed and divulged, whereas all other common laws, and chiefly ftatute lawes, 
" throughout the whole kingdom ought to be publickly proclaymed. 

" If it In happen that there was in fuch like cafe either common law or flatute 
" law, foe (hat the king's ft e ward and others of the parliament may underftand 
" and pcrc ivc that fuch defaults jtnd delays in procefles and judgments do hap- 
" pen by fuch officers, when as the decei: and malice of fuch officers hath openly 
" and often before been apparent, then fliall he be removed out of his office, and 
" fume other officer fit (hall be put in his place. If they (hall prefume againft the 
" ji.ftices a:id officers, or, by excufing thcmfclves, (hall fay that they have not 
" heretofore known themfclve?, and the courts whereby they are in fuch cafes to 

be deliberate and take advifement, then (hall they be admonifhed by the fteward 
" on the behalf of the king and parliament, to ftudy and fearch better the com- 
" mo'i laws, that noe fuch ignorance nor negligence be found in them in the like 
" cafes afterwards. If they (ball happen to oflfeud in the like againe, they then 
" fliall be pur out of their offices, and ether difcretcr and more diligent per for* 

fhall, by the king and h : s council, be appointed in their roomes. 

" LikewTc ic is the ftcward's office (if the king have evil counccllonrs about him 
" that advifc him to doe things tending openly and publickly to his difhonour, or 
" to the difinhcriting, and public hurt of his people) for the fteward of England, 
" taking with him the conftable and other great eftates, and others of the commu- 
*' nalry, to fend to fuch a counfellour, forbidding him in fuch fort to leade and 
" counfel the king, and of fuch his evil counfel he fliall make rehearfall, enjoining 
" him to depart from the king's prefence, and longer not to abide with him to his 
'* dishonour, and the public hurt as is aforefaid; which if he (hall not doc, they 
" fliall fend unto the king to remove him from him, and to give no mote ear unto 
4< his counccll, for that amongll the people he is cfleemed to be an evil councellour 
" between the king and his fubjecls. If hereupon the king do not put him away, 
" aga nc ar.d often fhall they lend, as well unto the king as unto him: if at the 
" lad neither the king ncr fach councdlours of his have regard unto the meflages 
V and requffts made unto them, but fhall refufe to doe thereafter, then, for the 

weaie pu'olick, it is lawful] for the fteward, conftable of England, noblemen, and 
" others of the communaltye of the rc dir.e, with banner in the king's name dif- 
" p'ayed, to apprehend fuch councellour, as a common enemy to the king and 

the rcalme, to commit his body tu ward until the next parliament, and in the 
" mean time to A.y/.c on all his goods. Kinds, and pofle (lions, till judgment be pro- 
*' iiOunrcd of him by ad\ice of the whole kingdom in parliament, as it happened 
" unto Gudwyn the carle of Ktnt, in tiie days of king Edward the Coniclfour, 
•* next pndeceffour to William duke of Normandy, conqucrour of England, who, 
*; for uch evil a'fl* ar.d cuu.icel'.s of his, was deprived of his carldome, which ef- 
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" cheated to the aforefaid king : notwiih(tandin<>, at the king's firte, and bv the 
" nobkmen's permiffion, Godwyn came again to England, and did after forfait as 
" before. And as it happened likewife to Hubert Jc Burgh, cnrle or Kent in the 
" tyme of king Henry 111. that was fon of king John, who for his evi«l deeds and- 
*? bad councell was apprehended, and by the high fcnefcba'l and other peers dc- 
" prived of his earldome by ihe allowance and confciu of the wlu k parliarrenr, 
" So likewife did it befall unto Pierce of Gavcilon, who in the days of ki^ji Kd- 
" ward the fon of king Henry, for fuch his evil ads and coiincells, wa» banHkrd 
u out of all the king of England's dominions, as well on this fide as beyond the 
" feas, which Pierce afterwards by the king's means, and the pcrmiltion. of the ro- 
'* bility, returned to England and had of the king's guift the earkdorric of d rr.- 
" wall ; but was after that, for his evil deeds and council!, bar.iihfd the icdire 
" againe by the nobles and commons, and had his faid eailedome cichi'ar.jJ urto 

the king: but he returned afterwards without the noblemen's con lent and li.ve, 
" and did refort and aflbcute htmfcif to the king, as before tyme he rud done ; 
" which when the high (leward, conttablc, and other of the nobility undcrftcod, 
" hee was by them apprehended and beheaded att Blacklow in Warwickfhire, as 

a public enemy to the king and the reatme. Soe have yon as much as in the 
" fayd old boukc is to be fecne touching the office of High Steward 

N* XII. Hich Steward! of England, from the Conqueft to the prefent Time. 

1. Hugh de Grentemeifnel, baron of Hinckley ; of whom fee p. 5. 

2. Yvo de Grentemeifnel, baron of Hinckley ; fee p. 8. 

3. Hugh de Grentemeifnel, baron of Hinckley-, fee p. 8. 

4. Robert de Bcllomont, earl of Lciceflcr and lord of Hinckley ; fee p. 9. 

5. Robert Fitz-Parncl, earl of Leiccftex and lord of Hinckley •, fee p. 1 1. 
' 0. Simon de Montfort, earl of Lcicellcr and lord of Hinckley i fee p. 1 1. 

7. Simon de Montfort jun. earl of Lciceflcr and lord of Hinckley 5 fee p. 12. 

8. Edward Crouchbacke, earl of Lancafler, Lciceller, and Derby, and lord of 
Hinckley; fee p. 13. 

9. Thomas earl of lancafler, &c. and lord of Hinckley ; fee p. 1+. 

10. Henry earl of Lancafler, &c. and lord of Hinckley ; fee p. i^. 

• 11. Henry duke of Lancafler, &c. and lord of Hinckley ; fee p. 14. 

12. William of Bavaria, earl of Lcicefler, &c. and lord of Hinckley ■, fee p. r<|. 

13. John of Gaunt, duke of Lancafler, carl of Leicefter, Lincoln, and Derby, 
conitable of France, and lord of Hinckley; fee p. 14. 

14. Henry duke of Lancafler, &c. and lord of Hinckley ; afterwards king of 
England by the title of Henry IV.; fee p. 14. 

15. King Henry V. fee p. 1 5. 

t? From this period the Kings of Englan d, as fucceffivc Lords of Hinck- 
ley, have granted the important office of Loru High Steward to particular No- 
blemen only pro bac vice. See p. 116. 

• Lord Chief Juftice Coke's Account of tbit high office, rrTtntiull? differing fron that here quoted, is 
ji'ivrn at large, and freely controverted, in a tract on " The Lord High S:etvard of England," piinttd in 
8?o, 17)6. " Great writera," hyt the ingenious Author of this pamphlet, '* frequently bctrjy the Jul- 
" oc6 of common minds, is work* looked up to by the world wi;h admiration and awe." 

Q^t N» XIII. 
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N J XIII. Lift of the Stewards of England, who have been appointed by Royal 
Commiffion for the Trial of Peers, with the Names of the Peer* tried by them, 
and their Crimes and Sentences*. 

Note, Hho/e Peers to wbo/e Namet this mark [+ ] is prefixed, fufiied Death j 
tbifc that have this mark [*] were condemned, but pardoned. 

High Stewards. Peers tried. 

Edward Courtney, earl of "I \ John Holland, earl of Huntingdon, for high trea- 
Deronfliirc. Jfon, I Henry IV. 

Humphrey duke of Glo- 1 Thomas Courtney, earl of Devon, for high treafon, 
ceflcr. J 37 Henry VI. Acquitted. 

John Vere, earl of Ox-1 \ John Tiptoff, carl of Worccfter, for high treafon, 
ford. J i o Edward IV. 

John Vere, earl of Ox-1 *f» Edward Plantagenct, earl of Warwick, for high 
ford. J treafon, 15 Nov. 15 Henry VII. 

Thomas Howard, duke of I + Edward Staflbrd, duke of Buckingham, for high 
Norfolk. / treafon, 13 Henry VIII. 152 c 

Thomas Howard, duke of 1 Lord Dacres, for high treafon, 9 July, s6 Henry 
Norfolk. J VIII. Acquitted. 

Thomas lord Audlcy,! + Edward Courtney, marqui. of Exeter, and 
chancellor of England. ^j^Gertrude bu wife, for h.gh treafon, 30 Henry 

of WtoSdK^hSSl f^ward S cymour ^ duke of Somerfet, for high 
rer of England. J lrcafon and fclon >'' 1 Dcc ' 5 Ed> VL 

Henry Fitz Alan, earl of] + Henry Grey, duke of Suffolk, for high treafon, 
Arundel. J 17 Feb. 1 Mary. 

r + John Dudley, duke of Northumberland, for 
\ high treafon, 18 Aug. 1 Mary. 
Thomas Howard, duke J + William Parr, marquis of Northampton, for 
of Norfolk. ) high treafon. 

/ + John Dudley, earl of Warwick, fon of the duke, 
I for high treafon, 18 Aug. 1 Mary. 
George Talbot, earl of! f Thomas Howard, duke of Norfolk, for high 
Shrewsbury. J treafon, 16 J;w. 1 4 Eliz. 

Henry Stanley, earl of 1 Philip Howard, earl of Arundel, for high treafon, 
Derby. J IS April, 32 Elizabeth. Guilty, but died in frifon. 

Thomas Lord Buckhurft, { J, %ZZt ^ h 1 *u* . t 

Mehtrcafurer. L * HcDr J Wnothefley, earl of Southampton, for 

B J high treafon, 1 9 Feb. 43 Ehz. 

' * Lady Frances Carr, countefs of Somerfet, 24 
May, 14 James I. 161 6. 

* Robert Carr, earl of Somerfet, 25 May, 14 
James L 1616* both for murder. 



ElWmere, 
England. 



Egcrton, lord 
chancellor of 



1 Thli and the following Lifli are copied from the pamphlet referred to in p. 1 1 5. 
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Hioa Stewards, 



Peers tried. 
, f f MerVm lord Audley, carl of Caftlehaven, for 



Lord Country, keeper \ z ^ n - m a rape on j,;, owo w ;f c ^ ot ber heinous 
Of the great feah [ ctim , St * 7 April, 7 Cha. I. i6 3 r. 

Thomas Howard, earl of \ f Thomas Wcntwortb, carl of Strafford, for high 



Arundel. 

Edw. Hyde, e. of Claren 
don, chancellor of England. 

. Heneage 1. Finch, chan 
ccllor of England. 

Heneage 1. Finch, chan 
cellor of England. 

Heneage 1. Finch, chan- 
cellor of England. 



ireafon, 24 March, 16 Charles 1. 1641. 

Thomas Lord Morley, for murder, 30 April, 18 
Charles II. 1666. ManJIaugbtcr* 

} Philip Herbert, carl of Pembroke, for murder, 4 
April, 30 Charles II. 1678. Man/I aught er. 

Charles lord Cornwallis, for murder, 31 Charles 
II. 1679. Not guilty. 

f William Tifcount Stafford, for high treafon, 30 
Not. 32 Charles II. 1680. 



y , , f -f Henry lord Dclamerc, for high treafon, 1 +ac- 

Lord chancellor Jeffenes. n . 1685. JVtojw//,. 



Charles lord Mohun, for murder, 31 Jan. 4 Will, 
and Mary, 1692. Not guilty. 



Thomas D'Anvers, mar- 
quis of Carmarthen, prcti- 
dent of the council. The 
great feal was in commiflion. 

John lord Somers, chan-1 Edward earl of Warwick, for murder, 28 March, 
cellor of England. J 11 William and Mary, 1609. M'inJJ aught tr. 

John lord Somers, chan-l Charles lord Mohun, for murder, 29 March, n 
ccllor of England. J William and Mary, 16^9. Not guilty. 

•f- James earl of Dcrwenrwater : 
* William lord Widdriogton : 

( , r , i + William earl of Nithildale ; 

William lord Cowper.J tR„w«,i nfr^n^K- 

chancellor of Great Britain. ) * ™« ". r ? f Car " falh • 

t "f William Tilcount Kenmure : 

i * William lord Nairn ; all for high treafon, 9 Feb. 

I 2 Geor. I. 1715. 

William lord Cowper,"! George earl of Wintoun, for high treafon, 15 
chancellor of Great Britain. J March, i George I. Guilty ; but ntadc bis ej(upe. 



Philip earl of Hardwickc, 
lord chancellor of Great 
Britain. 



•f William earl of Kilmarnock. 
* George carl of Cromartic. 
4/ Arthur lord Balmerino : all for high treafon, 
9 March, 2 1 George II. 
Pbilipearl of Hardwicke,") . e . . , T , u . , , . 
lord chancellor of Great t S,mon f ord LavaT > for h, S h treafon « 9 Mitch, 
Britain. j2i George II. 

Robert lord Henley, ld.T •+• I^wrence carl Ferrers, for murder, 16 April* 
chancellor of Great Britain./ 33 George II. 

Robert e. of Northtngton.V W illiam lord Byron, 1 6 April, 5 George III. 
Id. chancellor of Gr. Britain. J for murder. ManJIaugi ttr. 

Henry carl Bathurll, lord f- Elizabeth dutchefs of Kingflon, for bigamy, 15 

1 April, 1776. Guilty ; but claimed, and was u flowed, 
the benefit of (lergy. 

N' XIV. 



chancellor of Great Britain. I 
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*p XIV. High Stewards ae Coronations. 

| Henry IV. 13 OA. 13994 



Thomas of Laocaftcr, afiifted by Thomas carl of 
Worcefter. 



Richard Beauchamp, carl of Warwick. 

Thomas duke of Clarence. 

Humphrey duke of Gloucefter. 
Richard earl of Warwick. 

(Nothing appears on tbe fubjeB). 
John How ai d, duke of Norfolk, 
l'eter bifliop of Exeter. " 
Jafper carl of Pembroke. 
John earl of Oxford. 
JcThn earl of Nottingham. 
Thomas lord Stanley. 

John lord Fitzwater, flcward of the houlhold. 
Robert Morten, keeper of the rolls. 
Thomas Brisn, knt. ch. juftice of the King's Bench 
Humphry Starkey, chief baron of tbe Exchequer. 
Richard Croft, knt. treafurer of the houlhoRL j 
Jafper duke of Bedford. 

John earl of Oxford, great chamberlain of England. 
Thomas earl of Derby. 
William carl of Nottingham. 
John Radcliff, knt. 



Henry V. 9 April, 141 3. 
f Catharine, his queen, 14 
I Feb. 1411. 

Henry Vl» 6 Not. 1429. 
Edw. IV. 28 June, 14(1. 
Edward V. 1483. 
Richard III. 5 July, 148,3. 



Commiffionerj at the Co- 
ronation of Henry VII. 30 
Oft. 1485. 



John Sulyard, knt. juftice of the Common Pleas. 
John Hawes, juftice of the King's Bench. 
Earl of Surrey, treafurer of England. 
Earl of Oxcnford. 
Sir John Fineux, the chief judge. 
Sir Thomas Englefield, knt. &c. • 
John lord Ruffcl. 
Edward carl of Derby. 
Henry earl of Arundel. 
Charles carl of Nottingham. 
Sir Thomas Coventry, lord keeper. 
James lord Ley, high treafurer. 
Edward e. of Worcefter, keeper of the privy leal. 
Thomas earl of Arundel and Surrey, earl marlhal 
of England. 



CommuHoncrs at the co- 
ronation of Elizabeth, wife 
*of Henry VII. 25 Nov. 3 
Henry VII. 



1 



William earl of Pembroke, lord chamberlain of the 
houfoold. 

Edward earl of Dorfet. 

Sir Randoll Crew, ch. juftice of the Common Pleas. 



Commiilioners at the co- 
ronation of Henry VIII. 24 
June, 1509* 

Edward VI. 20 Feb. 1547* 
Mary, 1 OA. 1553. 
Elizabeth, 15 Jan. 1559. 
James I. 24 July, 1605. . 



Commiffioners at the co- 
\ rooation of Charles 1. 2 Feb. 



1625. 



James 
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James Butler, duke of Ormond. 

William Cavendifh, duke of Devbnfhirc. 

Charles Fitzroy, doke of Grafton. 
Lionel Cranfield, duke of Dorfet. 
William earl Talbot. 

N° XV. Explanation of the Figures in Plate VII. 

Fig. 1. The antler of a large (lag, found in the old park of Hugh Gremefmainell 
(fee p. 19.) 

Fig. 2. is a repreftntation of J din of Gaunt duke of Lancafter, hearing and dc- 
termtng ihe claims of thole who were entitled to any office at the coronation of 
Richard II. On his head is a circlet of gold and pearls; the fame probably that 
Edward' III*, his father put on him, when he made him duke of Lancafter in parba* 
tnent, 13 fJov. 36 Edward III. A. D. 1362. This circlet is without the cap of 
fur, which Edward put on his head, at that ceremony, previous to the impofition 
of the circlet. Hii hair is curled in the fauYion of that time. Round his neck is 
a rich collar of gold and flowers wrought. In one hand he bears the ftaff of his 
office » in the other he has a roll, which he is delivering to a perfbn below him, 
probably to Thomas of Woodftock, his younger brother, conftable of England; 
who, we may fuppofe, is receiving the inurnment which confirms him in the of* 
rice of conftablc, and authorizes him to aft at the enfuing coronation. This per- 
fon's outward robe or coat is half of a dark blue from top to bottom ; the other 
half of a kind of reddifh yellow. The other figures in the picture are defigned 
probably to rcprefent the high chamberlain, the marefchal of England, and fome 
other great perfon, who were petitioning the high fleward to be allowed their re- 
fpeftive claims. The feat is a fort of flool painted and carved, with a green cufhion. 

■ The ground of the piece is red. This piflure is on vellum, and contained within 
the cavity of the letter D highly illuminated, being the initial of a record. 

Fig. 3. is taken from a feal of red wav, appending to a deed now remaining 
in the Dutchy Office, dated 28 Jan. 39 Edward III. The workmanfhip of the feal 
is beyond any thing of the kind which hath been difcovcred previous to that time. 
In a ihicld hanging cornerways are his arms : France feme", and England quarterly, 
a label of 3 points, ermine. Upon hb helmet, lambeYquin & chapcau turned up, 
ermine, ftands his cireft, a- lion paflant guardant crowned, and accolled with a label 
of 3 points, alfo errn'me. " On each fide this achievement is placed an eagle Handing 
on a padlock, and effaying to open the fame. It may be this John meaning thereby 
that although he wanted the key of right and title, to free him from this lock of fub- 
jeclton, yet would he, by the power of the ea^le, that king of birds, force off his fet- 
ters : not willing patiently to cxpeft, with Edmund duke of York, lib brother, the 
freeing of hh falcon from the fetterlock of fmitude, till king Edward IV. his great 
grandion opened it with the Tight'key : but endeavours to cut. this Gurdian knot, 
which he could not uniij, making way to the crown for his fon Henry earl of Der- 
by, who ufurping it pbced the lame on the head of his royal eagle." Thus Sand- 
ford (p. 249 J ingenioufly glofTes on this device on a feal of this nobleman's, of 49 

. Edward III. engraved by him p. 244. After all, tucfc eagles anl padlocks feem to 
1 be 



f Charles IT. 23 Ap. 1661. 
\ James II. 23 April, 1685. 
f Will. andM. 11 Ap. 1689. 
\ Anne, 23 April, 1702. 
George I. 20 Oft. 17 14* 
George II. 1 1 Oft. 1727. 
George III. 22 Sept. 1762. 
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be nothing more or lefs than the falcon and fettcrhch t the device or badge of the 
houlc of York, derrved from this duke. Such a device on a fcal, and fo curi- 
ouQy executed, for John of Gaunt, the richeft and moft accomplifhcd man of his 
time, ferves, at leaft, to denote that the age w..s improving in tafte ind fentimenr. 
On the circumference of the fcal are the following words abbreviated . Sig ilium pri- 
v j turn Jcbanuis ducis Uineajlti*, ccmitis lihb/uoridia, Derbia, Lineolni*, LeiceJlrU, 
• ScncjlbaUi Jngl'tx. We fee from hence he paid fomc regard to the tide (bol- 
den as lord of Hinckley) of High Steward of England; which however we do not 
find he made any ule of till after the death of Edward HJ. 

Fig. 4. The ornaments over the chimney at the old Hall-houfc (fee p.. 33.) 

Fig. 5. is the feal of St. Leonard's Hofpiial at Lciccfter, of which a particular 
description has been already given in p, 9 ; and an imprefiion of which has liocc been 
kindly couvcyed to mc by my worthy friend Mr. Cole. 

Fig. 6. The banner of the Lohds of Hinckley (fee p. 6*9.) 

Fig. 7. rq)refcms the arms of the ancient family of Wigblman of Wykin, fo 
frequently n entioncd in this Hifl ory (engraved from the communion plate); and 
fig. S. thofe^f another family of Wigbtmon f, of great antiquity at Burbach. 

Fig. 9. and 10. are arms remaining in a window near the old maikct-houfe. 

■ • • 

K° XVI. Abftrafl of the Leafc * referred to in p. 22. 

HEC Indentura facia inter cxcellenuifimam Priocipem ct Dominam Dominam 
Elizabeth*, Dei gratia, Anglie, Francie, et HibnieRcginam, Fidei Defenfor', &c 
ex una parte, et Edwardum IVigbtman, Ibemarn Baudwyn, Will. Samp/en, Jobanntm 
Hur/l, Ricbardum Warde, it Jobamem Ley ex altera parte, Teflatur, quod cum 
prefata Dna Reg in a nunc, per aliara indeiuuram fuam figillo fuo Ducatus fui Lan- 
caftr' figillat', gcrent* dat' vicefimo nono die Junii, anno regni fui undecimo, conccf- 
ferit, tradiderit, & ad firmam dimiferir, prefatis Edwardo Wigbtman, Tboma Baud' 
wyn, Willielmo Samp Jon t Jobanni Hurji, Ricbardo Woodland, et Tboma Smyth (inter 
alios) centum triginta et fex acr' tcrre ctnical' dc Hinckeley in com' Lcic\ cum 
oibus domibus, gardinis, et foflat' Caftr' ibm, tunc in tenura jfobannis Uojlingj, 
et poftea dimiff' divcrf ' tenent' ibid' : Necnon unam acr' terrc vocat Coves-acre, 
als Earfs-acre, itim : Que ola et fingula pmifla tunc fuer' parccll' tcrr' ctnical' 
difti manerii de Hinckeley, tt parcell' antiquar' tcrrar' et pofleflionu dct Ducatus 
1-ancaftr' in dco com' Leiceftr' exift': Habend' et tenend* &c. a fefto Pafche ulr* 
ptcrit' ante datum dee recitare indenture ufque ad fincm termini viginti unius an- 
nor' prox' fequent' j lleddend' &c. liv s. ivct. &c. Prefata Regina nunc, <p & 
in confideracoc fumme iv 1. xius. ivct. note finis ad manum gen' Receptor' Du- 
cutis Lancaftr' pd* p ftTatos &c. pd' cxxxvi acr' &c. reddend' Litis, iv ct. & 
,p EarlVacre xntf. ad term' xxxi ann' &c. Dat' apud palatium Wcftm', fub fi- 
gillo dci ducatus Lancaftr', xxn° die Novcmbris, anno regni dci ctoeRegine Eliza- 
bethe xxvnt°. \ 

Irrotulat' in officio Waltcri Mildmay mil', vn* die Mail, anno regni R. Elizabe- 
the xxvi u°, p Theo. Sadler, Cleric* Audit'. 

* The orig'nsl leafc, now in the poflefllon of Mr. Sanforoe, U felled with the Datchy Seal, 
f llituu Wi^hmmm de Bu/bach, Hirl. MSS. 1 1 j y p. 4. b. and ibiJ. 2198. 13 c. b —A beautiful ala- 
latier moouBKut hrJtitbm J Wigbtma* and hi* two wives (lill reroaini (178a) in Hurbach church. 

N° XVIL, 



Digitized by Google 



HISTORY OF HINCKLEY. **i 

APPENDIX, N° XVtt 
HIGH CROSS, 

ABOUT four miles from Hinckley, in the road to Cleybrook, is the fa- 
mous fpot where formerly ftood a crofs ercfled by the Romans, which was foe 
treded by a beacon; and where in Camden's time was a very high poft, with fnpport- 
ers. " Here is a crofs," fays Dr.Stukelcy (who has engraved a view of it, together with 
a plan of the antient Benonis, as he writes it, delineated Sept. 9, T722, in his Itine- 
rary, vol. I. p. 1 10.) " of handfome defign, but of a mouldering ftone, through the 
" villainy of the architect, one Dunkley, built at the charge of the late earl of 
" Denbigh * and the gentlemen in the neighbourhood. It confifts of four Doric co- 
" lumns, regarding the four roads, with a gilded globe and crofs at top upon a fun- 
" dial \ on two fides, between the four Tufcan pillars that compofe a fort of pe- 
" dedal, are thefe inscriptions : 

On the Weft fide, On the North fide, 

M Vicinarum provinciarum Vervicensis " Si veterum Romanorum veftigia 

Scilicet & Leicestrensis ornamenta, Ouaeras, hie cernas, Viator. Hie cnim 

Proceres patriciiquc, Celcberrimx illorum viae militares, 

Aufpiciis illuftriffimi Basilii Sefe mutuo fecantes, ad extremos ufque 

Comitis de Denbigh, Britannia limites procurrunt. Hie 

Hanc Columnam ftatuendam Stativa fua habuerunc Vennones, & ad 

Curavernnt, in grata m pariier Primum abhinc Lapidem Caftra fua ; 

Et perpetuam mcmoriam Jani tandem Ad Stratam & ad Fossam Tumulum 

A Sereniffima Anna claufi. Claudius quidem Cohorris Prxfedus 

A. D. MDCCxii." Habuifle videtur." 

The inferiptions, I am told, were written by Mr. George Greenaway, a fchoolmafter at 
Coventry. The prefent earl of Denbigh is very defirous of having the crofs repaired, 
and has offered a contribution for that purpofe ; but the cornices are fo moulder- 
ed, that it has been declared impracticable. As far as I can judge however by a 
particular examination of it (in May 178a) a coat of ftucco would effeclually an- 
lwer every purpofe of reparation and beauty i which is the more to be wiftied, as 
the architecture and proportion are pleafing and juft. The number of letters cut on 
the fides of thcpedeftal, by travellers who have left there the initials of their names, 
is almoft incredible. But the crofs being now inclofed by a neat little garden, en^ 
compared with a fine quick hedge, that nuifance would not be again likely to happen. 

* Bafil, grandfather to the prefent earl. This noble earl gave to the church of Lutterworth their pre- 
ieat font, on which it a model of a fpirc 47 yards high, demolifhed by a llorm in 1701. The found- 
ing' board of Wteklift'* pulpit, and the cope worn by that reformer when rector of Lutterworth, preferred 
i a the church ai rdicki, are engraved in plate VII. fig. n, 1*. I (hall here iufert an epitaph on an 
anceftor of the Denbigh family, which I tnaferibed in May 1782 from a tomb in Lutterworth church: 
** Hie jacet Johanne* Filding de Luiterworth, qui obiit xt° die mertfii Odobrit mcccciii, & Johanoo 
** uxorii ejuj, que obiit quinta die menus Aprilii hcccczxviu, quorum *uim» bus propkietur Deus." 
Their effigies, carved in ftone, are ftiu remaining. This lady (the daughter of Sir William Beller.) wai 
his fecond wife. His effigies and that of Margaret Purefcy, his firfl lady, are alfo prcferved in brais ; and 
in the window arc the arm. of Fielding and Purefoy. 

R APPEN. 
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MEMOIRS of EMINENT PERSONS; 
Natives of Hinckley, or clofely connected with that Town. 
1. Sir Robert Bruce Cotton*. 

This very eminent Englilh Antiquary, " whofc name," lays Dr. Johnfon f i 
" mud always be mentioned with honour, and whofc memory cannot fail of exciting 
" the warmed fentimeqts of gratitude, whilft the fmalled regard for Learning fob- 
" fids among us," was owner of three-fourths of the manor of Hinckley, a* has 
been mentioned in p. 22. How much is it to be regretted that this truly great man 
did not fuperfede the prefent publication, by turning his thoughts to the nidory of 
a town in which he had fo confiderable a property, at a period when his refearches 
would bare been fo much eafier than they are at this diftance of time! 

He was the fon of Thomas Cotton, Efq. dcfccndcd from a very ancient family* 
and born at Denton in Huntingdonshire, January 22, 1570; admitted of Trinity 
College, Cambridge, where he took the degree of B. A. 1585; and, fome little 
|imc after, went to London, where he foon made himfclf known, and was admitted 
into a Society of Antiquaries, who met at dated fcafons for their own amufement. 
Here he indulged his natural humour in the profecution of that dudy, for which 
he afterwards became fo famous; and in the eighteenth year of his age began to 
collect ancient records, charters, and other manufcripts. In 1600. he accompanied 
Mr. Camden to Carlifle, who acknowledges himfclf not a little obliged to him, for 
the fervices he did him in carrying on and perfecting his " Britannia and the 
fame year wrote " A Brief Abftract of the Quedion of Precedency between England 
" and Spain." This was occafioned by Queen Elizabeth's defiring the thoughts of 
the Society of Antiquaries upon that point, and is dill extant in the Cotton Library J. 
Upon the acceffion of King James I. to the throne, he was created a knight j and 
during this whole reign was very much courted, admired, and efteemcd by the 
great men of the nation, and confulred as an oracle by the privy counfellors and 
miniders of date, upon very difficult points relating to theconditution. In 1608, he 
was appointed one of the commidioners to enquire into the date of the navy, which 
had lain neglected ever fince the death of Queen Elizabeth ; and drew up a me- 
morial of their proceedings to be -prefented to the king, which memorial is dill in 
the Cotton Library. In 1609, he wrote " A Difcourfe of the Lawfulnefs of Com- 
" bats to be performed in the Prefence of the King, or the Condablc and Mardial 
" of England," which was printed in 1651 and in 1672. He drew up alfo the 
fame year " An Anfwer to fuch Motives as were offered by certain Military Men 
" to Prince Henry, to incite him to affect Arms more than Peace §.** This was 

* The principal part or thii life it copied from the 44 Biographical Dictionary j* and u in fubflance 
the fame with the Latin Life by T. Smith. 
+ Preface 10 Harleian Caiatogue, p. a. % See Cafley** Catalogue, p.jac. 

.§ To an 8>o. wl'uion of this tr«a was prefixed the authew's head, engraved by T. Croft, and iefcribed 
RORERTUS COTI'ONUS BRUCEUS. 
44 JE culapiu* hie librorum ; an ago, vetuftas. 
Per qucm nulla potelt Briunnum confoencre chartat." 

4 corn- 
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cempofed by order of that prince, and the original manufcript remains in the Cotton 
Library. New projects being contrived to repair the royal revenue, which had been 
prodigally fquandered, none pleafcd the king Co much, as the creating a new or- 
der of knights, called baronets ; and Sir Robert Cotton, who had done great fer- 
vice in that affair, was in i6u chofen to be one, being the 36th baronet that was 
created. His principal refldence was then at Great Connington, in Huntingdonihire | 
which he foon exchanged for Hatlcy St. George, in the county of Cambridge. 

He was afterwards employed by King James to vindicate the behaviour and ac- 
tions of Mary Queen of Scots, from the fuppofed mifrepr.fentations of Buchanan 
and Thuanus ; and what he wrote upon this fubject is thought to be interwoven 
in Camden's Annals of Queen Elizabeth, or elfe printed at the end of Camden's 
Epiftles. In 161 6 the king ordered him to examine, whether the papifts, whofe 
numbers then made the nation aneafy, ought, by the laws of the land, to be put 
to death, or to be itnprifoned I This talk he performed with great learning, and 
produced upon that occafion twenty-four arguments, which were publilhed after- 
wards in 1672, among Cottoni Pofthuma." It was probably at that time that 
he compofed a piece, Hill preferved in manufcript in the Royal Library, intituled, 
u Confiderations for the repreffinge of the encreafe of Preefts, Jefuits, and Recu- 
** fants, without drawinge of blood." He was alfo employed by the houfe of 
commons, When the match between Prince Charles and the Infanta of Spain was 
in agitation, to mew, by a fhort examination of the treaties between England and 
the houfe of Auftria, the unfaithfulnefs and infincerity of the latter; and to prove 
that in all their tranfactions they aimed at nothing but univerfal monarchy. This 
piece is printed among " Cottoni Pofthuma," under the title of " A Remonflrance 
** of the Treaties of Amity," &c. He wrote likewife a vindication of our eccleG- 
tftical conflitUtion againft the innovations attempted to be brought in by the Puri- 
tans, intituled, " An Anfwer to certain Arguments raifed from fuppofed Antiquity, 
* and urged by fome Members of the Lower Houfe of Parliament, to prove that 
" Ecclefiaftical Laws ought to be enabled by Temporal Men." In the year 1621, 
he compiled *' A Relation to prove, that the Kings of England have been pleafed 
" to confult with their Peeres, in the great Councel and Commons of Parliament, 
" of Marriadge, Peace, and War," wntclfwas printed firft in 1651, then in 167* 
among " Cottoni Pofthuma," and then in 1679 under the title of 11 The Antiquity and 
" Dignity of Parliaments." Being a member of the firft parliament of King Charles 
I. he joined in complaining of the grievances, which the nation was faid in 1628 to 
groan under ; but was always for mild remedies, zealous for the honour and fafety 
of the king, and had no views but the nation's advantage. 

In 1629 the remarkable tranfacYion happened, which gave rife to the following 
Very curious particulars * : 

Letter from Dr. Samuel Harfnett, Archbifliop of York, to Sir Henry Vane, 
AmbalTador at the Hague, dated London, Nov. 6, 1629. 

*« On Saturday in the evening there were fent Mr. Vice-Chambcrlain and others 
" to feal up Sir Robert Cotton's library, and to bring himfelf before the lords of 
" his majelty's council. There were found in his cuftody a peftilent tractate, which 

• See Gem. Mag. 1767, p. J5S- 

R 2 " he 



Digitized by Google 



,24 APPENDIX TO T HE 

*' be had foftered as his child, and had fcnt it abroad into divers hands ; contain - 
" ing a projeft how a prince may make himfclf an abfolute tyrant. This pernici- 
" ous advice he had communicated by copies to divers lords, who, upon his con- 
*' feffion, are queftioncd and reftrained ; my lord of Somerfet fent it to the bilhop 
" of London; the lofd Clare to the bilhop of Winchefter ; and the lord Bedford 
" I know not well to whom. Cotton himfelf is in cuftody *. God fend him well 
" out ! I am, &c." 

The Same, to the Same, dated Nov. 9. 

u Yefterday his majefty was pleafed to fit in council with all the board, and 
" command cd that devilifh projecl found upon Sir Robert Cotton to be read over unto 
" us. For my own part, I never heard a more pernicious diabolical device, to 
11 breed fufpicious, feditious humours amongft the people. His majefty was pleafed 
" to declare his royal pleafure touching the lords and others reftrained for coramu- 
" nicating that project ; which was, to proceed in a fair, moderate, mild, legal 
" courfe with them, by a bill of information preferred into the ftar-chamber, where- 
" unto they might make their anfwer by the help of the moft learned council they 
** could procure. And though his majefty had it in his power moft juftly and truly 

to reftrain them till the caufc was adjudged, yet, out of his princely clemency, 
" he commanded the board to call them, and to fignify unto them to attend their 
•* caufc in the ftar chamber. They were personally called in before the lords 
" (the king being gone) and acquainted by the keeper with his majefty 's gracious 
*• favour. Two never lpoke a word, exprefling thaukfulnefs for his majefty's fo 
" princely goodnefs ; two exprefled much thankfulnefs, which were my lord of 
" Bedford, and Sir Robert Corton. St. John and James are ftill in prifon ; and 
•* farther than unto thefc the paper reacheth not in direct travel, fave to Seldeo, 
41 who is alfo contained in the bill of information. I fear the nature of that conta- 
!• gion did fpread farther ; but as yet no more appcareth. I am of opinion it will 

fall heavy on the parties delinquent. I am, Sir, &c" 

* This account (as was afterwards obferved by a correfpondent in Gent. Mag. p. j88) items in fome 
refpe&s doubtful, in others defective; fo: .among (bmc records in the Paper Office is a warrant for 
tbe commitment of Sir Robert Cotton, fo early as the year 161 5, bring fuipc&ed of a correfpondence 
with the Spanifh ambaffador, prejudicial to the affairs of Government. From this confinement, it is 
however probable, he was foon rclcafed, and that he bad his library, which was at that time Jbot up, 
reftored to him not long after his enlargement ; but I have reafon to believe, that after his laft confine- 
ment in 1629, he never had his library reftored; for I have feen a letter which mentions his death in 
it;:, in which k is (aid, •« That before he dkd, he requefled Sir Henry SpeJman, to lignify to the 
«' lotd privy feal, and the reft of tbe lords of the council, that their fo long detaining of his books from 
11 him, without rendering any reafon for tbe fame, had been the caufc of his mortal malady { upon which 
" mefTage, the lord privy feal came to Sir Robert, when it was too late, to comfort him from the king, 

from whom the earl of Dorfet likewife came, within half an hour after Sir Robert's death, to condole 
*' with Sir Thomas Cotton, his fori, for his death, and to tell him from his majefty, that as he loved 

his father, fo he would continue to lore him. 

" That Sir Robert had entailed, as far as law could do it, his library of books upon bis fon, who 
" makes no doubt of obtaining the fame; but for all thefc court holy-waters, fays the writer, I, for my 
" part, for a while fufpend my belief." 

From tHis it appears, that the government was in poffeffinn of Sir Robert's library at the time of hit 
death, and that it was cvea doubt fid whether :t would ever be reftored to his p•ae^ity.* , 

Sir 
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Sir Symonds D'Ewes's account of this affair, in !m manufcript life, written hv 
himt'elf, and ftill preferved among the Ihrkian manufcripts, will gire further light 
to this very interefting facl. 

" Amon^ft other books," fays he, " which Mr. Richard James lent out, one 
** Mr. St. John, of Lincoln's Inn, a young iludious gentleman, borrowed of him, 
•* for money, a dangerous pamphlet that was in a written hand, by which a courfe 
*' was laid down, how the kings of England might opprefs the liberties of their 
*« fubje&s, and for ever enflave them and their poftcrities. Mr. St. John (hewed 
*• the book to the earl of Bedford, or a copy of it ; and fo it palled from hand to 
" hand, in the year 1629, till at lad it was lent to Sir Robert Cotton himfelf, who 
•* fet a young fellow he then kept in his houfc to tranferibe it ; which plainly 
** proves, that Sir Robert knew not himfelf that the written traft itflf had origU 
" nally come out of his own library. This untrufty fellow, imitating, it feems, 
" the faid James, took one copy fecretly for himfelf, when he wrote another for 
" Sir Robert ; and out of his own tranfeript fold away feveral copies, till at laft 
'* one of them came ioto Wentworth's hands, of the North, now lord deputy of 
" Ireland. He acquainted the lords, and others of the privy-council, with it.. They 
" fent for the faid young fellow, and examining him where he had. the writtt u 
"book, he con fed Sir Robert Cotton delivered it to him. Whereupon, in the 
" beginning of November, in the fame year 1.629, Sir Robert was examined, and 
" fo were divers others, one after the other, as it had been delivered from 
" hand to hand, till at lad Mr. St. John himfelf was apprehended, and, King 
" conceived to be the author of the book, was committed clofe prifoner to the 
* Tower. Being in danger to have been queftioned for his life about it, upon 
" examination upon oath, he made a clear, full, and punctual declaration, , that 
" he had received the fame manufcript pamphlet of that wretched mercenary fcl- 
•* low James, who by his means proved the wretched inftrument of fhortening 
" the life of Sir Robert Cotton •» for he was prefently thereupon fucd in the 
" Star-chamber, his library locked up from his ufe, and two or more of the 
« guards fet to watch his houfe continually. When I went feveral times to vifit 
u and comfort him, in the year 1650, he would tell me, *they had broken his 
** heart, that had locked up his library from him.* I eafily gueffed the reafon, br- 
*' caufe his honour and efteem were much impaired by this fatal accident j and 
" his houfe, that was formerly frequented by great and honourable perfonages, as 
" by learned men of all forte, remained now upon the matter defolate and empty. 
" I underdood, from himfelf and others, that Dr. Neile and Dr. Laud, two pre- 
" lates that had been digmatized in the firfl feflion of parliament, in 1628, were 
*' his fore enemies. He was lb outwornc, within a few months, with anguiih and 
" grief, as his face, which had been formerly ruddy and well-coloured (luch as 
'* the pi&ure I have of him fliews) was wholly changed into a grim blackilh pale- 
w neft, near to the referablance and hue of a dead vifage. I heard it certainly af- 
'* firmed that the young fellow whom Sir Robert kept in his houfc, and had era- 
•* ployed to tranferibe the faid written tra&ate, was his baftard; which Ihews God's 
•• admirable iufticc, to caufe the fpurious iffue of his fatal lull to prove the. in- 
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" ftrument of his final ruin. I, at one time, advifed him to look into himfelf, and 
«♦ ferioufly confider, why God had feni this chart ifement upon him; which, it is 
" poftible, he did j for I heard from Mr. Richard Holdefworth, a great and lear- 
" ned divine, that was with him in his laft ficknefs, a little before he died, that 
" he was exceeding penitent, and was much confirmed in the faithful expectation 
of a better life." 

This James, mentioned by Sir Symonds D'Ewes, was Richard James, fellow of 
Corpus Chrifti College, in Oxford, born at Newport, in the Ifle of Wight, and 
author of feveral fcrmons, both in Latin and Englifh. He died at the houfe of 
Sir Thomas Cotton, ban. in the beginning of December 1636. Sir Symonds 
D'Ewes Tjives a very fevcre character of him; an atheiftical profane fcholar, but 
othcrwife witty and moderately learned; and he adds, that he had fo fcrewed him- 
felf into the good opinion of Sir Robert Cotton, " that whereas at firft he bad on- 
" ly permitted him the ufe of his books ; at laft, fome two or three years before 
" his death, he beftowed the cuftody of his whole library on him. And he being 
41 a needy (harking companion, and very expenfive, like old Sir Ralph Starkie 
" when he lived, let out, or lent out, Sir Robert Cotton's moil precious manu- 
" fcripts for money, to any that would be his cuftomers ; which, fays Sir Symonds, 
" I once made known to Sir Robert Cotton, before the faid James's face." 

It may be neceflary, in order to elucidate this matter ftill farther, to take notice 
that one of the articles in the attorney general's information againft Sir Robert 
Cotton was, " that the difcourfe or project was framed and contrived within five 
" or fix months paft here in England 1" but Sir David Foulis teftified upon oath, 
being thereunto required, that it was contrived at Florence, feventeen years before 
by Sir Robert Dudley ; upon which mod of the parties were releafed, and Sir Ro- 
bert Cotton had his library reftored to him foon after. 

The other works of Sir Robert Cotton, not already mentioned, are, I. "A 
" Relation of the Proceedings againft AmbaiTadors, who have mifcarried them- 
" fclves, and exceeded their Commillioa." 2. " That the Sovereign's Perfon is rc« 
" quired inthegreatCouncilsor Afferabliesof the States, as well at the Confutations as 
•« at the Conclufions." 3. " The Argument made by the Command of the Houfe of 
" Commons, out of the Acts of Parliament and Authority of Law expounding the 
" fame, at a Conference with the Lords, concerning the Liberty of the Perfon of 
** every Freeman." 4. " A Brief Difcourfe concerning the Power of the Peers 
*• and Commons of Parliament in point of Judicature." Thcfe four are printed in 
" Cottoni Pofthuma." 5. " A Short View of the long Life and Reign of Henry 
** III. King of England,'' written in i<5i4, and prefented to King James I. printed 
in 16:7, 4to. and reprinted in " Cottoni Pofthuma." 6. *' Money raifed by the 
*' King without Parliament, from the Conqucft until this Day, cither by Impofition 

or Free Gift, taken out of Records or Ancient Rcgifters," printed in the "Royal 
" Trcafury of England, or General Hiftory of Taxes, by Captain J. Stevens," 8vo. 
7. " A Narrative of Count Gondoraar's Tranfactions during his Embaffy in Lng- 
"-land, London, 1659," qto. 8. " Of the Antiquity, Etymology, and Privileges or* 
" Caftles; 9, of Towns; 10. of theMeafuresof Land; 11. of the Antiquity of Coats of 
" Arms*" all printed in Hearne'sDifcourfes, pp. if 6. 174. 178. 18a. Hewrotebook* 

upon 
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upon fcteral other fubjecls, rhar remain dill in manufcripr: namely, " Of Scurage* 
** Of Enclofures, and convening Arable Land into Failure Of the Antiquity, au- 
" rhority, and Office of the High Steward and Marlhal of England ; Of Curious 
*« Collections ; Of Military Affairs ; Of Trade ; Collections out of the Rolls of 
" Parliament," different from thofe that were printed, but falfcly, under his name, 
in the year 1657, by William Prynne*, Efq. He Pkewife made collections for 
the hiftory and antiquities of Huntingdonfhire ; and had formed a defign of writing 
an account of the Hate of Chriltianity in thefe iilands, from the firft reception of it 
here to the Reformation. The firft part of this defign was executed by Archbithop 
Ulhcr, in his book, *' De Britannicarum Ecclefiarum Primordiis," eompofed proba- 
bly at rhe requeft of Sir Robert Cotton, who left eight volumes of collections for 
the continuation of that work. 

But, without intending to derogate from the juft merits of this learned and 
knowing man as an author, it may reasonably be queltioned, whether he has not 
done more fervice to learning, by fecuring, as he did, his valuable library f forth: 
»fe of poflerity, than by all his writings. It is for this library that he is now moft 
famous i and therefore it may not be improper to be a little particular in the ac- 
count of it. It confifts wholly of manufcripts ; many of which being in loofe (kins, 
imall tracts, or very thin volumes, when they were purchafed, Sir Robert caufed 
several of them to be bound up in one cover. They relate chiefly to the Hiftory 
and Antiquities of Great Britain and Ireland, though the ingenious collector refufed 
nothing that was curious or valuable in any point of learning. He lived indeed 
at a time when he had great opportunities of making fuch a fine collection : when 
there were many valuable books yet remaining in private hands, which had been 
Taken from the monafterics at their diffolution, and from our univerfities and col- 

* See Preface to the 3d volume of Tyrrel's Hiftory of England, p. 9. 

f I was alinoft tempted to tranferibe , from the excellent Preface to the Harlcian Catalogue, a flvort hif- 
tory of the oldefl MS. Libraries in this kingdom ; but it would have led me too far from my fubjoft. 
The charaflcr, however, ot Sir Robert Cotton is too important to* be omitted : *' Bod lev'* treat contem- 
*' porary, Sir Robert Cotton, had been equally diligent in collecting ancient MSS. The ftudy of anti- 
• 4 quitiet, particularly thofe of this kingdom, had engaged hit attention, though he always (hewed a high 
" regard for every part of philological learning, in all which he was extremely cpnverfant. He had 
" obl'crvcd with regret, that the hiftory, laws, and conftituiion of Britain, were in genera] nry in- 
M infufliciently undrrftood ; and being fully convinced, that the prclcmtion of fuch monuments of an- 
" tiquity, and other documents, as were conducive to render the knowledge of them, and their dfduc- 

tions from their primary ftate, more accurate and univerfaJ, would neccllarily redound to the advantage 
" of the public, he had, in ancxpcnlivc and indelatigablc labour of upwards of foity years, accvimu- 
41 lated thofe numerous and ineftiinable treafares which com pole the Coitonian Library, and now remain 
" an inditputable teftimony of his benevolent difpofition towards his native country. But, happily, thele 
44 patrons of literature lived in an age peculiarly favourable to the completion of their refpefiive purpo- 
•* fes, and more efpccially 10 thofe of the latter. The late general dtdolution of religious houses hid 
" difperfed an infinite number of curious MSS. Many of thele were fecured by the nobility and gen- 
" tiy ; but no incontk'erable number falling into the hands of pcafcnts, mechanics, and other perfoos 
" ignorant of their importance, and totally inattentive to their prcfervation, were eafily to be pur- 

chaied. From this fource Sir Robert Cotton had fupplied his library with a multitude of rare 
« MSS. and to them Mr. Caipden, Mr. Lambert, Dr. Dee, and Sit Chriftopher Hat ton, had kindly 
44 contributed their fiorct." 

leges 
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leges at their vifitations : when fe?eral learned Antiquaries, fuch as Jofceline, Noel, 
Allen, Lambardc, Bowyer, Elfinge, Camden, and others, died, who had made it 
their chief bufinefs to fcrape up the fcattered remains of our monaftical libraries : 
and, either by legacy or purchafe, he became pofleffed of all he thought valuable 
iu their ftudies. This library was placed by Sir Robert Cotton in his own houfe 
at Weftminfter, near the houfe of commons ; and very much augmented by bis 
fon Sir Thomas Cotton, and his grandfon. Sir John * (who died in 170a, aged 71). 
In 1 700 an aft of parliament was made for the better fecuring and preferving that 
library, in the name and family of the Cottons, for the benefit of the publick ; 
that it might not be fold, or otherwife difpofed of and embezzled. Sir John, 
great grandfon of Sir Robert, having fold Cotton-houfe to Queen Anne, about 1706, 
to be a repofitory for the Royal as well as the Cottonian library, an aft was made 
for the better fecuring of her majefty's purchafe of that houfe j and both houfe 
and library were fettled and veftcd in truftees. The books were then removed into 
a more convenient room, the former being very damp ; and Cotton-houfe was fet 
apart for the ufe of the king's library-keeper, who had there the Royal and Cot- 
tonian libraries under his care. In 1712 the Cottonian library was removed to 
Eflex houfe in Eflex ftreet ; and in 1730 to a houfe in Little Dean's Yard, Weftmin- 
fter, purchafed by the crown of the lord Afhburnham ; where a fire happening 
upon the 23d of Oftober, 1731, one hundred and eleven books were loft, burnt, 
or entirely defaced, and ninety-nine rendered imperfeft. It was thereupon removed 
to the Old Dormitory belonging to Weftminftcr febool, and finally, in 1 753, to 
that admirable repofitory, The Britifh Mufeum, where they ftill remain. 

It is alinoft incredible how much we are indebted to this library, for what 
we know of our own country : witnefs the works of Sir Henry Spclman, Sir 
William Dugdale, the Decern Scriptores, Dean Gale, Bilhop Burnet's Hiftory of 
the Reformation, Strype's Works, Rymer's Foedera, feveral pieces publiibed by 
T. Hearne, and every book almoft that hath appeared fincc, relating to the Hifto- 
ry and Antiquities of Great Britain and Ireland. Nor was Sir Robert Cotton left 
communicatif e of bis library and other collections in his life-time. Speed's Hif- 
tory of England is faid to owe moft of its value and its ornaments to Sir Robert 
Cotton ; and Mr. Camden acknowledges, that he received the coins in the Bri- 
tannia from his collection. To Mr. Knolles, author of the Turkiih Hiftory, he 
communicated authentic letters of the mailers of the knights of Rhodes, and the 
difpatches of Edward Barton, amhafTador from Queen Elizabeth to the Porte 1 to 
Sir Walter Raleigh, books and materials for the fecond volume of his Hiftory, 
never publiibed ; and the fame to Lord Verulam, for his Hiftory of Henry VII. The 
famous Mr. Sclden was highly indebted to the books and inftruftions of Sir Robert 
Cotton, as he thankfully acknowledges in more places than one + . In a word, this 
* Of wliom there is a portrait, by Vandrebanc, from a painting by Kneller, inferibed, 

JOHANNfcS CCTTOWU* B*UCEUI, ^XtiiSpirfr, flta&ttW;, $>X»*ip\+: 

" Virrus repulfi nclcia fordid*, 
«• Intamioaos fidget honoribui; 
" Nec fumit aut ponit fecurea, 

u Arbttrio popularit aune." Ho«. 
T Oedicat. AnakGor. Briuo. and of the Hittory of Tube*. 

great 
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great and worthy man was the generous patron of all lovers of antiquities, and 
his houfc and library were always open to ingenious and inquilitive perfoas. 

Two fpeeches of Sir Robert Cotton, it may be added, are printed in the Parli- 
amentary Hiftory. 

Such a man, we may imagine, muft have had many friends and acquaintances, and 
indeed he was not only acquainted with all the \irtuo)i and learned in his own coun* 
try, but with many alfo of high reputation abroad ; as Janus Grutcrus, Francis 
Sweertius, Andrew Duchefne, John Bourdelot, Peter Putcanus, Nicholas Fabricius 
Pcireflcim, Sec. &c. He died of a ferer, in his houfe at Wdlminfter, May 6, 1631, 
aged fixty years, three months, and fifteen days *. He married Elizabeth, one of 
the daughters and coheirs of William Brocas, of Thedingworth in the county of Lei- 
Ccfter, Efq. by whom he left one only foo, Sir Thomas, the fecond baronet, who 
died 1662, and was fucceeded by Sir John the third, and he, 1702, by his fon John, 
who died in the lifetime of his lather, i6Ui, leaving two fons, of whom the elder 
John fucceeded his grandfather, and died without iifue 1730-1. The title and part 
of the eftatc went to his uncle Robert, by whofe death, at the age of 80, July 12, 
1749, the title became extinft. He had one fon, John, who died before his fa- 
ther, and one grandfon John, who died of the lmall pox, on his return from his 
travels, in 1739* 

2. William BurtoH -f-, Author of the History of Leicestershire. 

THIS eminent antiquary is connected with the fubject of the prcfent lheets as 
owner of the lorduYip of Dadlington, of which I have already faid (p. 99) he drew 
up a particular account, which might cafily be abridged into a valuable publica- 
tion. He was the eldcft fon of Ralph Burton J, Efq. of Lindley, in Leicefterlhire, on 
the confiues of Warwickshire; was born Auguft 24, 1 575, educated at the grammar* 
fchooi of Siuton-Coldfield, admitted commoner or gentleman-commoner at Brazen- 
nofc ||, 1591, at The Inner Temple May 20, 1593, B. A. June 22, 1 594, and after- 
Wards a barrider and reporter in the court of Common-pleas. But " his natural 
" genius leading him to the ftudies of heraldry, genealogies, and antiquities, he 
'* became excellent in thofe obfeure and intricate matters ; and, look upon him as 
*' a gentleman, was accounted by all that knew him to be the bed of his time for 
" thofe ftudies, as may appear by his description of Lciceftcr(hire§." In 1602 he 
corrected Saxton's Map of that county, with the addition of 80 towns. His weak 
conftitution not permitting him to follow his buGoefs, he retired into the country ; 
and his great work, " The Defcription of Leicefterlhire," was publifhed in folio, 

* An oiiginal piaure of Sir Robert Cotton by Van Somer, in the pofleffion of the latsvMr. Weft, was en- 
graved by Venae, at the expence of the Society of Antiquaries, in 1 744. Another print of him ha» been 
already mentioned in p. t is ; and there is a third, by R. White, from a painting by C. Johnfon in 1629. 
Mr. (.ranger alfo mentions an oiiginal portrait of him at the late Duke of QeecnuWy's at Amcfbury. 

f Mr. Peck had collected material* tor the life of Mr. Burton and hit younger brother Robert, 'which 
are probably among the papers of the late Sir Thomas Cave, Bart. M. P. who bought the greater part of 
Mr. Peck's MSS. from his widow, ou the fuggcfUon of Mr. Afhby. The prefect article is chiefly com- 
piled from Mr. Hough's " Brittlh Topography." 

; One of his anceftor* was cf<|uire of the body of Richard I. and Lindley came into the family by mar- 
riage pt his great grandfather with the hcirefs of John Hardwickc, who conduced the Earl of Richmond 
to the battle of Bofvronh. 

,. He calls himfelf fcholar there 1 joa, when Queen Elizabeth came to Oxford. Leiceflerlhtrc, p. 68. 

§ Wood, Atb*n» Oxonienfes, vol. II. p. 75. 

S 1622. 
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t6iz. He tells his patron, George Villers, Marquis of Buckingham, that " he has 
" undertaken to remove an eclipfe from the fun without art or allronomical diraen- 
" Hon, to give light ro the county of Lciccfter, whofe beauty hath long been fha- 
" dowed and obfeured ;" and in his preface declares hiinfelf one of thofe who hold 
that "Gloria totius res eft vanifiima mundi ;" and that he was unfit and unfurnifhed 
u for fo great a bufinefs ; " unfir," to ufe his own words, " for that myfelf was bound 
" for another ftudy, which is jealous and will admit no partner, for that all time 
" and parts of time, that could poffibly be employed therein, were not fufficient to 
" be dilpendod thereon, by rcafon of the difficulty of getting, and multiplicity of 
*' kinds of learning therein. Yet if a partner might be afligned or admitted thereto, 
** there is no ftudy or learning fo fit or neceffary for a Lawyer, astheftu.ly of Anti- 
quities." In concluding the book, he adds, " If there be any tiling worthily done* 
** which may give content or fatisfaction to the reader, it is what I defired : if any 
" thing omitted, Bcrnardus non videt omnia; if any thing miftaken, erroneous, or 
*' fault worthy, I rauft crave pardon ; my intention was, that truth might be difco- 
" vered ; and that thofe clouds of darknefs and black mifts, wherewith this county's 
" luftre hath long been fhadowed, might at length be difperfed, and that her fun's 
" glorious rays, lo long eclipfed, might rilucer, lhinc out to the view of every one ; 
*' which now doth rilumbre, foiuewhat clear appear, and by fomc more happy genius 
" an<l judicious pen may hereafter be better illuftrated. But where the fun's bright 
" beams could not pierce into, I have to thofe ofcure grottc, dark caves and vaults, 
*• brought candle-light, my own conceit and conjecture, which (as they are) I fub- 
" mit to the favourable cenfure of the more learned and judicious. And now hav- 
ing gone about and over the whole continent of this country, it is my jiood'for- 
" tune to end at the hithermoft angle \}Vortbingten], next to mine own home, whi- 
" ther I muft now retire myfelf ; and having fyent all my viatica! provider, in this 
•* my laborious journey, mult here furccafe, and with that ingenious ALicaroiiicoll 
'* poet conclude : 

" Nunc quia candela eft ufque ad culamen ad u ft a, 

** Etiam confumplit vacuata lucerna ftopiro, 

** Multa per adeflb fciipii, gia fcribere cefio " 

Mtrlino Coccaio Macaron. Phamaf. lib. xxiw fol. 24c 
He wasaffifled in this undertaking by his kinfmtn John Beaumont of Gvac.edieu,. 
Efq. and Auguflus Vincent*, Rougecroix; but the church notes were tak.n by li'wn- 
ielr. He drew up the corollary of Lei and 's life, prefixed to the " Collectanea," wit It 
his favourite devicr, the fun recovering from an eclipfe, ami motto Kiiuctra, dated 
r'aledi 1612, from Falde, a pleafant village near Tutbury, Staftbrdfhire, and a great 
patrimony belonging to his family, and then to him. The county hiltory was daud 
from the fame village, October 50, 1622. He alfo caufed part of Lt.!a:vl' : .;.ucrary 
to be iranl'cribed 1631, and give both the trani'cript and the leven : x irjaa, volumes 
<o the Bodleian library 163:; as alfo Talbot's notes To !.i:n hi? countryman 
Thomas I'urcf'oy, Efq. of Barwell bequeathed Lelaud's " Collectanea" alter hi* death 

* Of wh.in, fee ionic panicul r in itc Anecdote* of Mr. Bowjer, p. 569. f Lclaod, III. 144. 
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xT>i2. Wood charges him with putting many needlcf* additions and ilhiflrat'ons iivo 
lliefc " Collectanea from which charge lleair.e defends him. Wood add*, h«* 
made a nfeful index to tlicm, which, llcarne lay?, was only of religious houffs and 
fomc authors. In 1625 he refi.led ct Lindley, where, among other works, ho r<> . 
pileda folio volume underthe title of" Antiquitates de Dadlington, Stc." [S.-c ahr.vr, 
p. 99.] He died at Falde, after fufRiin^ much in the civil war, April 6, 1645, nod 
was buried in the parish church thereto belonging, called Hanbury. lie left lever il 
Botes, col L-et ions of arms aud monuments, genealogies, and other matters of anti- 
quity, which he had gathered from divers churches a:^d gentlemen's houfe?. Dorhy 
collections are mentioned in G.tfcot^ne's nofci, p. 53, probably by himlclf. In Of- 
bornc's Catalogue, 1757, was "Vincent on Brooke, with MS. notes bv William 
Burton," j robably not more than thofe on Cornwall, which Dr. Uawlinfon had. — 
He was one of Sir Hubert Cotton's * particular friends, and had t lie honour ro h>- 
ftruft Sir William Dugdale. He Was acquainted with Somner •, and Michael Dra» - 
ton, Efq. was his "near countryman and acquaintance," being defcended from the 
Draytons of Drayton, or Fenny Drayton, near Lindley. He married, 1607, Jane, 
daughter of Humphrey Adderley, of Widdington, Warwicklhire \ by A\hom he had 
one fon, CatHbrlan, born 1C09, heir of his virtues aswell as his other fortunes, who, 
having a poetic;: t turn, tranflateel Martial into i ngliflj, which was puhli.Tied 1658. 
lie confumed the beft part of his paternal eftate, and died Feb. 2S, 1681, having 
lome years before giv en mod, if not all, his father's collection? to Mr. Walter Cher- 
wynd, to be ufed by him in writing the Antiquities of Staffordfhite. Several printed 
copies of Burton's Leiccftctfhire, with MS. notes by different pcrfms, are exifting in 
various collections. Six or eight copies, with notes by the author ami other per- 
fons (the natural hiftory by Mr. l'eck), arc among the papers of the late Sir Tho- 
mas Cave. Mr. Gough has a copy, with numerous notes and many pedigrees, which 
once belonged to Robert Filher, and afterwards to Mr. Weft. Another is in the 
Ilarlcian library, with large additions by Peter Le Neve. Gafcoignc's copy, with 
many emendations, is in Jcfus College library, Cambridge ; and Dr. Ducarel has ano- 
ther, with many notes by the late Dr. Vernon, Rector of St. George's, Bloomfbury. 
A copy of the fame work, with MS. additions by Mr, Carte, was in T. Ofbornc's ca- 
talogue, 1756, vol. I. marked at five guineas. — " The reputation of Burton's book," 
as Mr. Gough juflly obferves, "arifes from its being written early, and preceded 
only by Lambard's Kent 1576, Carew's Cornwall 1602, and Nordcn's Surveys ; and 
it is in comparifon only of thefe, and not of Dugdale's more copious work, that we 
are tounderftand the praifesfo freely bellowed on it, and becaufe nobody has treated 
the fubject more rcmorely and accurately for Dugdale -f- fays, Burton, as well as 
Lambard and Carew, performed briefly J. The prefent volume, though a folio of 
above 300 pages, if the unncceflary digreffions were firuck out, and the pedigrees 

• Who had ■ confidcrable eftate in Burton's neighbourhood. See the preceding article of chefe Memoirs, 
•f Dedication of Warwicklhire, p. 1. 

j He is called by his namcfakc, in his notes on Antoninus, p. 114, " the rcSorer of bis own country 
" uad the antiquities thereof in his cxaft deCcription of Leiceftetfnire." See a good abftrad of it by 
Oldys, Britifh Librarian, p. a87. Not above feven or eight families of note, menuonod by Burton, are 
now in being. 

S z re- 
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reduced into lets compafs, would (hrink into a fmall work. The typographical er~ 
j-ors cfpecially in the l atin, are fo numerous, and the ftyle, accordiogto the manner 
of that time, fo loofe, that the meaning is often doubtful. The defcription is in al- 
phabetical order, and confifts chiefly of pedigrees and moot- cafes. The author, fen- 
Able of its defect, greatly enlarged and enriched it with the addition of Roman, Saxon, 
and other antiquities, as appears from his letter to Sir Robert Cotton, dated Lindley, 
June 9, 1627, ftill extant among Cotton's correspondences, in his library, Jul. C. 
iii. This book, thus augmented, was with other MSS. by the fame author, in the 
pofleflion of Mr. Walter Chetwynd, of Ingeftry in Staftbrdihire, whom Camden in 
Staffbrdfhire calls veneranda antiquitatu cultor maximus j and afterwards came to, or 
was borrowed by, Mr. Charles King, tutor to Mr. Chetwynd, in whofe hands Brokef- 
by* mentions it, and fays Mr. Chetwynd made confiderable additions to it f- He died 
1693. Lord Chetwynd lent it to Sir Thomas Care, in whofe hands Mr. Afhby faw 
it 1763. It is continued to 1642. There are two copies of it, exceeding fair, and 
a large folio with fomc loofe drawings. That copy which Mr. Afhby faw was not 
in Burton's hand-writing, but fair enough to be the work of a hired tranferiber.— 
Dr. Rawlinfon had the original manufcripc [quere, if Gafcoigne's own writing ?] 
with numerous notes and feveral pedigrees in MS. now in the Bodleian library. 
Ames fays, Mr. Weil bought it for 2I. 12s. 6d. at Rawlinfon's fale 1750 j" but query 
if this be not the printed copy which Mr. Gough bought at Mr. Weft's (ale 1773*- 
and which once belonged to Robert Fiflier. 

3. Robert Bctrton, 

YOUNGER brother of the Hiftorian of Leicefterftiire, was born at Lindley,. 
February 8, 1 576, educated at Sutton Coldficld, admitted commoner of Brazen- 
Nofe college 1593, and ftudent of Chrift-Church 1599, under the tuition of Dr.. 
John Bancroft, afterwards Bilhop of Oxford. In i6t6 he had, from the dean 
and chapter of Chrift-Church, the vicarage of St. Thomas in Oxford (in which 
par'rih he always gave the facrament in Wafers), and from George Lord Berkeley 
the rectory of Segravc in Leicefterftiire ; both which he held till he died at Chrift- 
Church, January 27, 1639. " He was fuch a curious calculator of nativities,. 
" that, the time of his death anfwering to his own predictions, it was whifpered," 
fays Wood, " that, rather than there ftiould be any miftakc in the calculation,. 
" he fent up his foul to heaven through a flip about his neck. M He was a general- 
fcholar and leverc ftudent, melancholy yet humourous, and figured in the pedan- 
try of the times; but withal a man of great honefty, plain dealing, and charity. 
He wrote " The Anatomy of Melancholy ,*' which went through feveral editions- 
in folio. On his monument in Chrift-Church is his buftj in ruff, gown, hair, and. 
beard, with his nativity, as in the following fcheme : 

* Francis, of whom fome account will begirrn among thefc Memoir*, 
t Letter to Heanw, in Lelawft luneruy, VI. p. 96- 
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and on the middle of it this infeription by himfdf, put up by his brother ? 

" Paucis notus, paucioribus ignotus, 
Hie jacet Democritus junior, 
Cui vitam dedit & mortem . 
Melancholia. 
Gbiit 8 Id. Jan. A. C. mdcxxxix. 
Arms : Az. on a bend O. between 3 dogs heads O. a crefcent G. See plate.V. fig. 
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He lift a choke library, part of which he* bequeathed to the Bjdidan, and tool, 
to buy five-pounds-wosth of books yearly /or Ch rill-Church library. It has been 
• jiaritil, w htthcr the expreffion in the third line of the above epitaph favours 
Wood's liippotitwn ? — Burton, in his Hiftory of LeictflcruYuc, p. 105, doles his 
recount of Anthony Faunt by obferving, that, " he fell into fo great a,palTion of 
melancholy, that within a fhort time after he died, in the year 1508. What 
*' the force, power, and tfTect of melancholy is, I re fer rhc reader to the Anatomy 
" of Melancholy, penned by my brother Robert Burton, bachelor of divinity in 
" Chrift-Church in Oxford." — Archbithop Herring, i:i his 421I Letter to Mr. 
Djncombe, refers :o a paflagc in this work, wi'h the following elogimn : "I 
" mention the author to vou as. the pleafanttil, the mofl learned, and the moft 
*' full of fterling il-Ml; The wits of Queen Aunt's rdgn, and the beginning of 
" George the Fir ft**,' were. not a little beholden to him." Anthony Wood gives a 
" good account of him." 



4. Thomas Cleivelanxj, M. A. Vicar of Hinckley. 

T H E family of this mofl worthy Divine came from Yorkfbirc, and mofl pro- 
Bahly from York, where fome of ibcin »verc rotpcflablc citizen* for fevcral genera- 
tions ; but their utorc early progenitors haJ confiderabic landed property in the 
North-Riding of Yorkfliire, particularly in chat diltrifr or tra£t of country lying near 
Gifburne and Whitby, called now Cleveland, but anciently C/iveland, whence they 
derived their name. 

Thomas Cleivcinnd, who was a native of York, at lead of that county, and a J- 
mitted of St. John's College in Cambridge, Nov. 5, 1605 ; a fd\olar of Dr. Fell's 
foundation ; and taking the degree of M. A. 1014, ivss prefented to the vicarage of 
Hinckley, with the rectory of Stoke and chaplainlhip of Dadlington annexed, about 
the Iwrginning of the year 1621. He had, by Elizabeth his wife, who died at Hinck- 
ley 1649 (where he himfclf was buried, Oft. 26, 1652J, ifluc fix ions and five daugh- 
ters, as appears at large in the genealogy annexed. 

Jt appears, that the Vicar of Hinckley always wrote his name Cleheland : which 
orthography was generally followed by his dcfcenrlants, but not univerfally, 
for fome of them wrote it Cleveland and Cleaveland. And in more early times, like 
that of all other ancient families, their name was written with every poflible variety 
of fpelling, viz. Clivehmi, C/yvehad, Clicvehnd, C/Wv.land, Cleavehnd, Cleveland, 
Cfcdand, and even CZe/land. 

What has occorrcd concerning their firft anceflors (who appear by their names not 
to be of Norman, but Anglo-Saxon defcent) will be fcen in the following attempt 
towards 

The 
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by hit ion tn (tic parilh regifler. 



U tbe entry 



%• In Walker't Sufferinpof the Clergy, foL p. lit, we have the 
folluwng character of Thomas Cliivi l»*D, A. M. recto of Stoke, 
and « car of Hincklry. 

" He ma * very great fofierer [for hit loyalty and attachment to the an- 
" oeot condition of church and ftite ;] wa» father of the faatoua Jon* 
" Ct.tivKt.Awn the Poetj am! had at the time of hii fco,ueftra:ion nine 
" [eighi J children (feveral of which, befidej the Poet, were fuiferere atfo) 

" He watdifpoflcft by the committee of Lciccftcr; died in OA. 

" 1651 i and wit * very worthy pcrfon, and of a noft eietnpUry life." 



ted from tie 



i. M. 1(14. 
. M. 

. M. tCi,. 

• M. 1737. 

• M. 1715. 

. M. 1757. 



Miry Cinv-UnJ, 
t>l •tiic-d at Lwr,!:- 
boro', 1 7 Oct, .art. 
If 1 1 i bur. there 
to ll of ihc fame 



7T 



IMI, 



John Cleivcland, the rorT, wai baptized at 
Loughborough, so June, i6|j; was educated 
ac Hinckley nudi-r Mr. Vynes, a noted puritan j 
was admitted, 4 Sept- t6i7, of ChriftVCollrge, 
Cambridge; fok the degree of A. B. 1631, 
A.M. l6tq; was adrniu-d 17 March 1634, 
a fellow uf St. John's] fo continued till bu 
ejectment, by the earl of Manchefter, ij Feb. 
1644; was w:th «!>e king at Oxford; wai judge 
advocate at Newark, till its lurrender in 16465 
feiird at Norwich, in Nor 1655, wat confined 
at Yarmouth: died at Gray Vina, A^nl 19, 
I May, at Si. Michael's, College- 



3l 

Marram Cleive- 
land, baptiied at 
Loughboro', 17 
Aog. i6i« ; mar- 
red at Hinckley 
10 Tho. Hcbb, 10 
Feb. 1647. 



Tofeph ^Cleive- —.Dorothy, iftwife 
land, gent. bapt. 
r ~-. . — 1 1. 1 



at Loughboro' 
June 4, i6;ot 
lived at Hiiek- 
ley. He married 
.... a fecond 
wife, who fur. 
vired him ; by 
whom be had one 
da. Ann, bapt. 
Jan. i, 1663*4. 



of Jofeph Cleve- 
land, wai bor. at 
Hinckley, May 
7, 1661. 



Danvcrt, 

. . Dan- 
fa,. Ot O.- 
re, near 



Elirab. Cleve- 
land, born at 
Hinckley, 19 
Jun. 1655. 



John 



fort ; 
mini 



Dorothy Cleiva- 
land, born ac 
Hinckley, 16 
March, 1686 ; 
bor. 10 March, 
J6S6. 



F.ii'-'Q drive- 
land, born at 
Hinckley, 
Apr. j, 1659. 



John Cleveland, born at Hinck- — — Anne William fun, 
Icy, August 3, 1601, removed | of Liverpool, 
to Liverpool, to hit uncle Ri- 
chard, where he acquired a lar*e 
fortune. He rcprefrnted Liver- 
pool in parliament in 1710. He 
potxhafed Birkhead Pr.rrv, in 
Cbefhire, ore. 1710, and died 
Aug. 1, 1716 ( bur. m St. Ni- 
cholas Cb. in Liverpool. 



iiLbuIk 



idhuib. 



daughter, 
*d young, 



»ir, f«, «/ 
l*nj, of 
♦efcr,' by 
5 Lowe, hi* 
oied at 
north. 



■ ft wife. 



+ t4 
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HISTORY OF HINCKLEY. », f 
Thbmore ancient Genealogy of CLEIVELAND, or CLEVELAND. 

JT, OR SOON AFTER THE CONQUEST LIVED 
Tlwrkil <Je CHveland (A;,— 



z 



USred de ClircUad (B).«p. 

I ' 

Robert de CteivelanU (C).— 

I JL — | 

Robert de Cleveland of Orrm (by, co. Ebor. (D)=, Ralph de Cleveland. (B> 
. A ■ | 

feier de Clirtland, of Orrnelby. (F}= Henry Clivelaod. (G) Ralph de Civeland (H* 

r 



r~ 

John dc Clivdand. {Krr 



1 V l 



John Cleveland, citizen of York, flor. 1 403. (L) -7- John Clyve!ao«1, prefbyter, wa» 

: vicarofSr. Cuihbe-i'i cbnptl, in 

. S York, 1405 ; afterwiid* of 

Etcn's.in 141MM) 
ft il.ia Cleveland, (Vriff.-f Yo,k,"A.D. 1456. (N). 



FROM HIM WAS APPARENTLY DESCENDED 
William CV.velam.*, fai* tr «>i the R- ». Thomat Ciciveland, F.borarcnfis, 
WHOSE HICSCKNDAMS SKF. IN Tlli ANNEXl.D CHiNF.AI.CKUCAl. CAULK. 

(A) (II) LW.-d. fo-.t «»f ThotkiS deClivchnd gave to Whitby Abb«-y tv > oirarri of land, ficc from 
D.nKvr-id. »•.«•! r'.sc mill" ia Briiuftnti (»•« JKrnnloii, in R.vhmoudlhire,) co. Lbor. Vid. Sinn. An-. I. 74. 
(27. b.)- Chailt.v.i \ llith of Whitby. 410. i; 7 q n. 71. 

(C) Robert de CicivvUnil ^fo the nunc it t'pcti) gave to Whitby, Abbey a pie« of land in Ormefby. 
M Arg 1 j>. 7s. fi*.H.) See alfi» Cburiton't Hill, of V.'hito. , p. :j. (TW tail wr>e.- hat o..Jcu.<d 
hit vr:vt'n of the old chuuit, by renrieiing thr ptotwr name* !<-o literally f tbut K-obc.it de Cleveland he 
tra«fhtct Robert ot Clc\c!.md, A*, but we follow the original in the Monaltiron ] 

'fj) (J..) K.ilj.li, f.-n >.f R'>bi r:, g.ani.d and confui;i..l'li;i broil;. r't ^trr of lands 10 W!iiihy-v\U>.v, lyiij^ 
lh r.'.iin thr lj:i-l uKiil I '1 ; ir.rhcr pave, ac.d tb.it I ilo''s,riL- to thf .<i iur of Gneburne Chat Iron, n t\e, t?b. 

(1 ) Piter d~. Cittfel.viJ !.,v[ to ili<: el. u«h of Gn.l»u'4 > vo : i.v.itct and foui rood* of bed m Ormtiby, asd 
i,; lin land in t.ie valJev »l MaiW.t. vul all hi. fand^^liwd- Tutijjc, with other, (sircel* of land e i:\itrur.ited in 
M ia Arc::. H j>. 1 ; t. f : :> a. ) IK a'.fo totiftr.tivd tlrc grunt ot tmelc Ralph (lu|>:a, E:) and hi* deed it 
-Ai'iKiKd I v Petvr de Cleivir'.aiid. Ch.ulton t .-lid. i*t. 

(f')((ij(i!) 'l'hel'f thrte htotbeit weie bene fit- for-, t.i the pi iory of Gifbune <ir Gitbur^h. in co. F.^ior. 
Stu Uurion't Montflu./n i.''or . • !'e, j>- U'. See »Jlu the ikmc writer for the twajjenerati mjs (I) and (Jt,). 

^ 1.) I«'!ri Clwtl.ard (•! /. r.J i» witiv l'» 10 a deed bywln. ; i Richard Tvk\!l and Ma-gjrct It:* wife 
r:ar.t and' eonviv to William Sm\tb:' n, )'.n;i>r, and to his Ion William and hii hcin, a tenement, with n«cn>lt 
ni Da'.toii S.'ir.;'ys. Uat nMwh, atx.r. 4 R, IK-n. IV. The mme lirrciti it written by the I'crivcn.i cor,. 
Li-ptlj ■ Ckiloiid. ISV) see JJuU's llui^y of Yotk, f.4. p 3 iJ. 341: ""^ V- i*a? 
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John Cleiveland, the View's fecond fon, was born atT^oughborough in Leicester* 
Aire, as appears from the regiftcr of that parith, where bis baptifm is entered June ao, 
1613. Havingbeen educated at Hinckley under theRev. Uich. Vines*, he was admitted 
of Chrift's College in Cambridge, September 4, 1627, and took the degree of B. A. 
in 1631. He thence removed to St. John's College in the fame nniverfity, being 
elected Fellow, March 27, 1634, and became M. A. the following year, 1635. He 
continued for many years the delight and ornament of that boufe, in which he was 
one of the tutors, and, being excufed from going into holy orders, became their rhe- 
torick reader, and was ufually employed to draw up all epiftlcs and addrefles for that 
fociety, being much admired for the purity and terfenefs of his Latin ftylc. He alfo 
became celebrated for his occafional poems in Englifb, cfpecially on the brcaking- 
out of the civil wars, when he is faid to have been the firft champion that appeared 
in veife for the royal c jufe f. Afterwards, when the oppofue party prevailed, be re- 
tired to the king at Oxford, and was in his ab fence ejected rrom bis fcllowftiip, April 
8, 1644+. On the fixing in Newark Cafllc that garrifon which fo long fupported 
the King's declining cauic, Cleiveland was appointed Jedge-advocatc there under 
Sir Richard Willis the Governor. After the furrender of that garrifon in 1646, by 
the exprel'scommand of the King, then a prifoner with the Scritttfli army, Cleiveland 
followed the fates of diltreffed loyalty, Irving up and down concealed for fome years, 
till in November, 1655, be was feized at Norwich, as a perfon of great abilities, ad- 
vcrfe aud dangerous to the reigning government §, and was thence removed to Yar- 
mouth, where he lay many months in prifon, till, addrcfGng the Prote&or, he was 
by his ordeV fet «t liberty. This petition (fee p. 137.) is remarkable for the ad- 
drefs with which the writer employs fuch moving topics as might neither do vio- 
lence to his conference, nor betray his caufe, and yet be effectual to procure his en- 
largement. At length removing to Gray's Inn, Ix>ndon, he was there feized with an 
epidemical iutermitting fever, of which he died on Thurfday morning, April 29, 
■1658. in his chamber in Gray's Inn, whence his body was brought to Hun fdon 
Houie, and on Saturday May 1. was interred in the parifh church of St. Michael 
Royal on College Hill, London^ : his remains receiving the laft honours, by the at- 
tendance of many perfons eminent for their loyalty and learning, to whom his funeral 
•fcrmon was preached by his intimate friend, the eminent Dr. Pearfon, afterwards Bi- 
"(hop of Chcfter, and author of the celebrated expofition of the creed**. It does not 
appear that any monument was erected to his memory ; but if there were, it was de- 
•molifhed with the church by the great fire in 1 666. 

That kind and excellent antiquary Mr. Cole, in a letter on the fubject of this 
memoir, fays, " 1 have nothing more to add to the article of your relation Mr. John 
Cleiveland, than the following extract from a Weekly Journal in 1645, called "The 
Kingdomes Weekly Intelligencer," N° 101. p. 611. for Tuefday, 27, May, 1645— 
•« But to fpeak fomething of our friend Cleveland, that grand malignant of Cam- 
«• bridge, we heare that he is now at Newarke, where he hath the title of advocate 

* Of whom tome account will be given in thefe Memoir* 

t Wood** Athen. Oaoo. 2d Ed. 11. f. 174. J Walker'* Sufferings, ttc. part II. p. 149, 

6 Thurlow's State Papers, vol. IV. p. 185. 4 Fuller's Wonhies, in Leictfterihirc. 

•» D*». Lloyd's Memvin of Peribw, woo fufiewd for K. Chwles I. 1668, fol. p. 617, 618. 

« put 
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** put upon him. His office and employment is, to gather all the Colledgc rents 
u within the power of the king's forces in thofe parts, which he diftributes to Inch 
" as are turned out of their fellowfhips at Cambridge for their malignancie. It' the 
" royal party be thus careful to fupplie their friends, fure it is neccfTary to take 
" fome courfe to relieve thofe who arc turned out of their boufes and livings for ad- 
u hering to the parliament." 

From a collection of old pamphlets and journals during the great rebellion between 
1639 and 1660, and forted by Mr. Carte, in Sir John Hindc Cotton's library at 
Madingley near Cambridge. 
" Mr. Grander and you," Mr. Cole adds, " agree in his being no clergyman ; lo 
I have nothing more to fay on that fubjeft: but from his having a common place, or 
fort of (hort fermon, or expofition, preached or pronounced in the College chapel, 
and his old print * dreffing him in a clerical habit, I was apt to conclude that he was 
in holy orders ; though I am aware that it is not unufual for laymen fometimes to 
perform thefe fcbolafticexercifes, as well as that clergymen in thole times of rebellion 
and confufion were often obliged to lay afide their gown, and get their bread in other 
profeffions as they could. Your dates are all accurate. He is alio mentioned in 
Lloyd's Memoirs, edit. 1677, p. 261,617." There are likewife fome notices of 
him in Thurloe's "State Papers," vol. IV. p 184. It is there remarked, that 
he was " a perfon of great abilities, and fo able to do the greater diflervicc.'" 
Mr. Echard hath obferved, that " he was the firft poetic champion for the king." 

Another worthy friend (the llev. Mr. Kynaflon, fellow of Brazen Nofe College, 
Oxford) is fo kind as to fay, " Your obfervation concerning Cleiveland's ' Peti- 
" tion to Cromwell' is exceeding judicious. I houour him for that petition f. It is a 

" fine 

* There are two other old portrait! of our poet, one with a band, the other a baft crowned with laurel. 

f The reader (ball judge 01 it fur himfelf. Wood lay*, " it was written in fitch towering Unguagc, 
" and To much gallant reafbn, thai upon the perufal of it Cromwell was fo much melted down with it, 
" that he forthwith ordered hit release." 
" May it please your Highnefs, 

"RULERS, within the circle of their government, have a claim to that which is faid of the Deity, 
• They have their centre every « here, and their circumference no where." It is in this confidence that 
I add reft to your HighoeCs, as knowing no place in tre nation is fo remote, as not to (hare in the ubi- 
quity of your care ; no prifon fo clofe, as to fliut me up fro:it partaking of your influence. My L >id, it 
is my misfortune, that alter ten )ears of retirement from being engaged in the d:dc>cncrs cl itie iWe, 
having wound myfelf up in private rccefs, and my comportment to the public fo im>ff.nfive that in all 
this time neither fears nor jcaloufies have fcrupled at my actions: being alout three mon hs finte at 
Norwich, I was fetched with a guard before the comi)/.ffioner«, and fen* prifoner to Yarmouth ; and if 
it be not a new offence to make an enquiry wherein I offended (for hitherto my fault w a^ kej t as dole a* 
my perfun), I am induced to bdieve, tbar, next to my adherence to the Ro : al par'y, the caule of my con- 
finement is the narrownefs of myeftatc; for none ftand comntitcd, whole eltate can bail iru-tn. *l only 
am the prifoner, who have no acies to be my holla ; e. Now if my poverty be crhninal (* :. lotreocc 
be it fpoken) 1 implead your Higbnefs, whofe victorious arms nave reduced me to it, aa accelTory 
to my guilt. Let it fuflice, my Lord, that the calamity of the ws«r ha h made u- poor ) do not puuifli ua 
for it ! Who ever did penance for being raviihed i Is it not enough that we are Itript f» bare, but it rauft 
be nude in order to a levcrcr Uflt! mull our (ore* be engraven »itr our u .Hinds? mull we hrft fe made 
cripples, then beaten with our own crutches f Pouity , if it be a laul', 'tn its own pumffment ; who 
pays more for it, pays ufc upon ufc. I befcech your Higbnefs put fome bounds t,o the overthrow, and 
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" fiuc image of his foul. There is a noblenefs of fentiment, and a dignity in the 
" avowal of his principles in it, that would have done credit to Ma jetty itfelf. And 
" at the fame time a dexterity of * addrefs' as you remark, and a blamelefs finefle in 
" the adopting of arguments proper for bis purpofe, that tyranny, the mod Heeled, 
" could not fail to be foothed and conciliated by. — The Rebel Scot* fcems to be the 
" utmoft effort of Cleiveland's genius. And it is truly characteriftic of it. His forte 
" was fatire. Nature had endued him with a mafculinc ftrength of thought ; and 
" the villainy of the times, co-operating with his own integrity and loyalty, made 
" him direct that vigour of fentiment to the ftigmatizing of the hypocrites of the age j 
" and the more forcibly to difburthen the forciblenefs of his ideas, he laboured, in 
" all the throes of an imagination on the full ftretch, after a ft) le that may not be 
" improperly termed the gigantic, to exprefs them in.— — -I greatly admire your 
tf print of Clciveland. There is an abundant difplay of the vis pcetua in the extc- 
«* rior at lead. I admire too your diftich that encircles his head. His diftich on 
** • The Rebel Scot ** deferves it richly ; and, indeed, every eulogy in the fatiric line. 
" For nothing, furely, ever entered into the head of man, more happy, or more 
" juftly fevere, on that traiterous crew, the Covenanters of the North of thofc days* 
" than the celebrated couplet, 

" Had Cain been Scot, God would have chang'd his doom ; 

M Nor fore'd him wander, but confin'd him home." 
i 

do not purfue the chace to the other world. Can your thunder he leveleJ lb low ai our groveling condi- 
tion t Can jour towering fpirit, which hath quarried upon kingdoms, make a (loop at us, who arc the rub- 
bilh of thefe ruins? Methinlu 1 hrar your former achievements interceding with yon, not to fuily your 
glories with trampling upon the proflrate, nor clog the wheel of your chariot with fo degonemm a tri- 
umph. The moft rcnowncJ heroes have ever with fuch tendertiefs cherifhed their captives, that their 
(words did but cut nut work tor their eourtcfics. Thofe that fell by the'r prowefs, fprung up by their la- 
viwr, as if they had flruck them d >» o only to make them tebound the higher. I hope your Highnefs 
as you are the rival of their fame, will he no !efs of their virtue*. 1 he nob'elt trophy that you can ereit 
to your hono ir is tontifc the afflkUd. And fince you have lutxtued all oppofition, it now remains, that 
you attack yourfelf, and with acU of mildnefs vanqi.iih your victory. It ts not long fince, my Lord, that 
you knocked otTthe lhackles from mofl of our party, and, by a grand releafe. did fpread y. v<r clermncy as 
far as your territories. Let uor new profcriptions interrupt your jubilee. Let not that your lenity be 
fUndercd as the ambulh of y»ur itirthcr rigour. For the fentee of his Msjelly (if it be objected) 1 »>n 
fo far from txcufing it, th.tt I am ready to allcdge it in my vindication. I cannot conceit that my fide- 
lity to my Prince mould taint me in your opinion : I mould rather expect it fhoutd recommend me tovoor 
favour : had we not been faithful to our King, wt could not have given ourfelves to be lo to your rfigh- 
nefs ; you ha J then trulled us g ratii, whereas Dow we have our former loyalty to vouch us. You fee, my 
Lurd, how much 1 prefume upon the greatnefs of your Ipirit, that dare prevent my indictment with to 
frank a confcifion, especially in this which I may fo fafely deny that it is almolt arrogamy in me to own 
it ; for the truth is, 1 was uot qualified enough to ferve him ; all I could do, was to bear a parr in his 
futferings, and give myfeif up to be crulhed with bis faU. Thus my charge is doubled ; my obedience 
to my Sovereign, and what is the refult of that, my waot of fortune. Now whatever reflection I have 
upon the former, 1 am a true penitent for the latter. My Lord, you fee my crimes; as to my defence, you 
bear it about you. 1 (hall plead nothing in my juflifkation, but your HighneA's clemency, which, as it 
i» the conflani inmate of a valiant brealt, if you gracioufly be pleated to extend it ta your fuppliant, in tak- 
ing me out of this withering duranc-.', your Hghnefs will find that Mercy will eftablifh you more than 
l'..wer; though all the days of yojr life were as pregnant with victories as your twice aufpicious third 
cl September. Your Highncfs'* humble and fbbmiffivc petitioner, J. Clei vel*ni»," 

* It was tranflatcd into Latin by Thomas Gawen, of New College, Oxford, prebendary of Winehef- 
tf, and n-rtor of F.xtott, in the county of Hanti. who afterwards turned Papill. (Aih.Ox. II. 75S.) 
it it piiuted >u molt of the editions oi Cleiveland's Works. 

5 1« 
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In 1642, Mr. Cleveland had the honour of fpeaking an oration before the Kin? 
and Prince, at Sr. John's College, Cambridge, with which, Winftanlcy fays, the 
king was fo well pleafcd, that he fent for hira, gave him his hand to ki:s, with 
great expreffions of kindnefs, and ordered a copy to be fent after him to Hunting- 
don, to which place he was battening that night. When Oliver Cromwell was in 
election to be member for the town of Cambridge, as he engaged all his friends 
and intereib to oppofe it, fo when it was carried but by one vote, he cried out 
with much paffion, " that that Angle vote had ruined church and kingdom fuch 
fatal events did he prefagc from the fuccefs of Oliver. 

Mr. Aubrey informs us, that he went from Oxford to the garrifon at Newark ; 
where, upon drawing up certain articles for the royalirts, he would uecdi add this 
fhort condulion, " And we annex our lives as a label to our truth" That gentle- 
man adds, that after the king was beaten out of the Held, be came to London, and 
entered himfclf at Gray's Inn, where he and Samuel Butler, of the fame ibcicty, 
had a club every night. 

The correfpondence of Clciveland, when at Newark, with a Parliament officer 
at Grantham, his anfwer to the Newark fummons; his epiftle to the earl of Weft- 
morel and, and thofe to the earls of Newcaftie and Holland, are equal proofs of 
the dexterity of his wit and the integrity of his heart. 

During his flay at Oxford he was venerated and refpecled, fays Wood, not only 
by the great men of the court, but by the then wits remaining among the affrighted 
and diftrcfled Mufes, for his high panegyrics and fraart fatires. 

In Gataker's 44 Difcours Apologctical, 1654," 4to. our poet is mentioned under 
the appellation, of "one Cleavland, a man to n e, either by fight or hearfay, to rime 
" or pen, utterly unknown, further than his friend Lilie [in his Merlin 1654] gives 
" me notice of him, in fome fatyrical libel (it fecms) ispleafed to term the late arTem- 
" bly of Wcftminfter (as he, who himTelf (lyles it Synod of Prrfbyterians, as if 
" it confided of none but fuch, relates) a flea-bitten fynod, an aflembly brewed^of 
" clerks, like Hoyllon crows, or friars of* both orders, black and grey." I have not 
been able to meet with Lilly's Merlin for 165/ki but in a fubfequent work (Eliftory 
of his Life and Times, p. 82. 2d edit. 1715) Lilly fays, " I had in 16^2 and 16^3, 
'* and 1654, much contention with Mr. Gatacre of RedrirT; a man endued with all 
<* kinds of learning, and the ablefl man of the whole fynod of Divines in the Oriental 
" tongues." 

In 1 662 was publifhed, " A Poem on the Fall of the South Side of St. Paul's 
" Cathedral. To which is added, A Satyre againft theFanatick Boutcfcus of thefe 

Times j and a Memoriall offered up at the Tomb of the incomparable Mr. John 
•* Clcateland *. By T. P." In this memorial due honour is paid to the Rebel 

* Soon after his death, Wood lays, (Faft. 1. 174.) were publifhed feveral elegies on him, particularly that 
intituled, u Upon the mod ingenious and incomparable Mufophilift of his Time, Mr. John Cleaveland. A 
44 living Memorial of his molt devotional Brother aod cordial Mourner." Printed at London on the broad 
tide of a fltect of paper 1658. This elegy was written by Pbil-Cltavtland; \. e. by a lover of Cleive* 
bind (not by a brother Philip, as Wood erroneoully fuppofed, for he had no brother of that name). 
It should have been Philc-Clciveland ; bat the printer probably dropt the letter #. Wood alfo mentions 
44 An Elegy upon the Death of the moft excellent Poet Mr. John Cleaveland," written by Francis 
Vaux, • tervitor «>f Qaecn's College, Oxford, and author of 44 A Poem in Praifc of Typography," 
which was alfo pr inted on one fide of a {beet of paper in May 1658. 

T % Scot, 



Digitized by OooqIc 



i4« APPENDIX TO THE 

Scot, the Rupertifmus, and fcveral other poems of Clciveland. On thole to the 
memory of Edward King, the writer favs, 

" Though to King's learned duft Ariel Fate allow'd 

" Nor tomb nor trophy, but a watery Ihrowd; 

*' Yet here his urn is fix'd, which fhall outvie 

" Vain Cleopatra's marble pageantry." 
Clcivcl'iiJ's works were fcveral times published \ 1647*, l &5 1 t» 1658, '^59 +» 
1660 16^5, if 67, 1 668, 1677, 1687, 1699; bur the beft edition is that of 1 687, 8vo. 
un.lcr the rid* of The Works of Mr. John Cleveland, containing his Poems, Orati- 
" on«, F.piillcs, collected into one volume, with the Life of the Author." This edition, 
w hich Ins his portrait in a clerical habit, was publilhed by Dr. Lake || (who pre- 
fixed to it " Cievclandi Manihus Parentalia") and Dr. Drake, under the initials 
J. L. and S. D. A Second Part was at the fame time printed, under the title of 
" John Cleveland's Revived Poems, Orations, Epiftles, and others of his genuine 
" incomparable Pieces, no.v at !aft published from his Original Copies by fotne of 
" his entrufted Friend;," (in which it is remarkable that (ixry-five pages, viz. from 
p. 200. to p. 265. are literally copied from a book § intituled, Ex Otio Negotium, 
or Martiall his Epigrams Tranflatecl, with Sundry other Poems and Fancies by R. 
Fletcher. Lond. 1654," 8vo.) There is alfo in the fame volume a third part, called 
The Huftick Rampant, or Rural Anarchy affronting Monarchy ; on the Infurrec- 
" tionof Wat Tyler, By J. C. Afperim nihil eft humili cum furgit in altum. Claud ian." 

Dr. Fuller gives him the character of «' a general artilt, pure LatinilT, exquifite 
" orator, and excellent poet. His ftile was mafculine, his epiftles pregnant with 

» 

* This i» a thin quarto, thus intituled, " The Character of a London Diurnal, with federal fcleft 
" Poem* by the fame Author. Optima 1st mv^Mut tJitit. PrinteJ in the yeare 164;." I have not net 
with any earlier edition. 

t Trii* edition was printed at London, «' with addition*.* There ia alfo printed " Cleveland! 
" Yind c : x, or Cleaveland's genuine Poems, Orations, Epillles, &c. purged from many falfe and 
** fpurious one* which had uf irpcd hi* name, and from innumerable errors and corruption* in the 
«• true, &c. Lond. 1617." Btro. before whicMs a little account of hi* life, wherein it i* faid that Tho- 
mas Thurman performed the office »f burial; and Dr. Pcarlbn, afterwards .bp. of Cheller, preached hit 
funeral lurmon. The date of this edition (which Wood, Ath. Ox. I. Fafti 374. very property fayamuft 
be falfc-) Is probahly a ruillxke for 1677. 

J The edition; of 1659 and 1660 contain what make the Second Part of the edition in 1687, and are 
thus inti'ultd, *' j. Cltavcland revived : Poem?, Oration*, Epiftles, and oiher of his genuine incompara. 
'* l ie pic. es, never before pubuiht. Wiih fume other exquifite Remains of the Wit* of both Unimfiiic* 
" that were hi* Contempoia' ie«. I-ond. 1659." 8vo. With a carious Preface by P.. Willinmfon, da. 
ted ''Newark, Novemt. st, i6c8." Tlie Editors of the edition in 1687, reprinting thi* volume with- 
cut attending to the dillinclico in the tide-page, that it contained " fome otlier Remain*,"' &c. ol '« cmt. 
*• ncnt Wii» hi* Contemporaries,'* hare published .is Clei vela n n's, the additional Poems of John Hall, 
K. Fletcher, _J:»fper Mayne, Sir J. r»coham, ttc. Sec. But the edition in 1677 (which makes the tirft 
pan of the edition in 1687) is atl genuine j and fome few of the fecond pan were evidently written 
by Cleivcland alfo. 

|| " John Lake, D. D. (vicar of Leeda, and afterward* hi (hop of Chichcflcr) wa* lent to- St. John's) 
" CVlege, Cambridge, before he was complete ri yean of age; and committed 10 the tuition of the 
" famous Mr. Cleveland, for whofe memory he always- retained a great reverence, and whofe poems, 
" ora'ions, epiftles, &c. he and his friend Dr. Drake, vicar of Pontetrac c t (1687) collected into one vo- 

Siuiie, to which they prefixed his life and pyreiiralia, and dedicated them to Bilfcop Turner, then maf- 

tcr of 1 tic college." ThO't/by, Vkaria Leodcntis, p. 99. 

If See the SelecYCoiirAion of MifcOarry Poem', 1781, vol. VII. p. 576. Other inflanccs of Poems 
falfcly afciti-'Cd.io Cleivcland aie p.-intolnut in p. 49. of tbe lame volume. 
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"metaphors; his lofty fancy feeined to fliiJc from the top of one mountain to 
" another, thereby m iking to itfelf a conftant level of continued elevation. All 
" his poems are incomparable, fo that to praife one, were to detract from the reft." 
A copious fpecimen of them was printed, by the Compiler of this Memoir, in the 
Seventh Volume of " A Select Collection of Milceihiny Poems, 17S1." 

A portrait of h»in, painted by Fuller, during C leveland's attendance on the kin:> 
at Oxford, is now in the poffeflion of the Bifhop of Dromorc; who has kindly per- 
mitted an engraving of it to accompany this Hillory (fee plate XI.) In this picture 
he is reprcfented holding a paper, on which is infciibed the title of his celebrated 
poem; which, afttr all, is laid not to be meant for a fatire ou the Scottifh nation in 
general, but chiefly on that part of it then engaged in rebellion a 'ainlt king 
Charles I. as the writer exprefsly excepts the valiant and loyal bands then enlifled 
under Montrofc and Crawford, &c 

5. Richard Vykes, 

A NATIVE of Blazon in LciccfteruYire, was bred in Magdalen College, Cam- 
bridge, where he continued till he commenced M. A. and was remarkable for his- 
fober and grave behaviour, not being chargeable even with the venial levities of 
youth. From the univerfity he was elected (mod probably at the recommenda- 
tion of his contemporary Thomas Cleiveland) fchool-malter of Hinckley ; where he 
entered into holy orders ; and (as appears by the extract from the parifti-regifter 
in p. 77.) married, and had at leaft one child, who was buried there in 1639. 
After remaining fome time in the faithful difcharge of his office at HinckUy- 
fchool, he obtained the vicarage of St. Lawrence Jewry ; and, being a good fpeaker 
and an able divine, was chofen one of the Aflerably of Divines that met at Weft- 
mmfter in 1644, to eftablifh the Preibyterian government; which meeting his 
own ideas, he was called their Luther, and was employed in the treaties of Ux« 
bridgc and the Iflc of Wight, where his conduct was fo Angularly refpeftful and 
proper to his Sovereign, that the King feldom fpoke to him without moving his 
hat ; a circumftancc the more remarkable, as no other of the Parliament Com- 
miffioners ever met with the fame token of attention. He came alio with the 
other London minifters to offer their fervices to pray with the king, the morning 
before his execution *. Mr. Vyncs, however, as Dr. Fuller tells us, was molt 
charitably moderate to all that diffented from him, though conftant to his "own 
principles. He loft the maftcrftiip of Pembroke Hall, Cambridge, becaufc he 
would not take the engagement. He was a very painful and laborious minificr, 
and fpent his time principally amongft his parilhioners, in pioufly endeavouring 
" to make them all of one piece, though they were of different colours, and 
" unite them in judgements who diffented in affection." He died February 7, 
1655, and was buried in the parifh church of St. Lawrence Jewry ; w hich hav- 
ing been confumed in the general conflagration of 1660, no memorial of him 
is there to be traced. Mr. Vyncs preached the fcrmon at the funeral of Robert 
earl of Effex, at Weftminftcr Abbey, Sept 13, 1646, from 2 Sam. iii. 38 -f . 

* Aih. Cx. II. 699. f lb« 9S- 

6. J)HN 
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6. John Onibti. 

THIS gentleman, defended from a family fituated in the fourteenth century at Newton Bur- 
guland in Leicefterflbirc, firft took up his rcfidence at Hinckley about the middle of the fixteenth 
century ; where he lived to a good old age, and died greatly refpefted, leaving four fons, whofe 
descendants will appear in the following Genealogy, compiled from the Parifh Rcgifters, Heraldic 
Vifitations, and other authentic Sources. 



John Onebye, Oneby, or Ondeby, redded at Hinckley.=y= 



■ g. of Hi 

at Hinckley, Sep. law, bo. at Hinck- j Batth. Byuid, of nu 

3y. 1563; died ley about 1582 ; I AJhby Magtusfhe L< 

unmarried, buried there Feb. I wa» bur. at Hi nek- in 



Richard, baptized John*, bairi iter at— Etnroe,_daug. of Humphry, a=. .. Hall, of 

' aut in 
Lonrion,died 



166 



I Icy, Oct. 6, 1674. 



■n. * 

Thomas, ot: 
Sbepey Mag- 
na, died aboat 
lOji. 



:Unica, 4th 
daughter of 
Rich. Vin- 
cent, of 



<5 : i JohnOnebye, Elizabeth,^ Hrfaff Drfctnttantif 
km. who was Dorothy-, \tbt Right Hetas 
twice married f; Emme, fy Robert Om- 
d ; id, without if- Mary, J byi, m/ra if fien in 
■fue, about 1 6;-6. tbrfuijrquat p*pl. 



ill wife. 
Elix.youns»eli : 
da. of Francis 
Filh, of Gum- 
Icy. She died 
in July, 1061. 



: Jon.Onebye, : 
at Barwcll, 
born 1650. 



ad wife. 
-Ellen da. of Ro- 
bert Davis t of 
Ruthyn, and 
filter and co- 
heir to her 



Elizab. mar- 
ried to Jofeph 
Townfcnd,of 
Frolcfwortb ; 
died without 
any furviving 



rr 

John, an at- 
torney at 
B^rwell, 
165 a. 



: Kerenkappuch, Thomas, 

dau. of Henry t orn 165^; 

Turvtle, ef.j; died with- 

of A (Ion Flam- out iffoe. 
vile. 



Elizabeth, born May 
31, 1657, was inarr. 
to Richard Salifbury, 
of Newton Binvu. 
Lind ; died in chiLl- 
bed, Sept. t, 168a. ' 



1 ft wife. 
Judith, da. of =p Robert 
Sir Anthony 
Chefter, co. 
Backs, ban. 
by MaiyCran 
mer §. 



bye, born in 
Sept, 1665. 



ad wife. 
One- =pSu1im, da. of 
Thomas Webb, 
of Kcuungton||. 



Grace, born 
1677; died 



John, born 
1678; died 
July 3,1 7 j 7. 
See notc(BJ. 



aX 



nnony,-= 

J 

daughters, 



Two daughters, lirirg in 1754. 



BoaeaT, died withoat iiTuc = Mary, da. of 
June 16, 1 7 53; and bequeathed Sam. Brace- 
the atvtasioM of his eftatca bridge, of 
tohis own right heirs. Liodley. 
See Note [C], 



• Steward of the Court of Records at Lciccflcr. 

t His firft wife was Mabell Athby, as appears by his father's cp'rnph, p. 39, and alfoby the parifh regifter, p. 77. 
The fecond (as appears from the Jail vititation of the county of Lcicetier, now remaining in the Heralds Office. 

marked K, p. 84.) was Mrrcit, daughter of Dudfon, co. GLuccfter; who, with two lifters, was buried in 

Hinckley church. Sae pp. 39, 40. 

J Robert Davis married Dorothy, daughter and folc heir of Thomas ThelwaD, 5th fon of John Thdwall of Llaa- 
rhydd, co. Denbigh. 

S Mr. Gough has a fine genealogy (on vellom) of " the ancient and worthy family of the Cranmers," taken in 1663, 
with maps of Elmcfwell and Drenlccfton in Suffolk, part of the eftates deviled by Robert Onebye's will. 

|| On whom, and his heirs, the revcrfion of the eftates of Sir Henry Wood, of Loudham, in the county of Suffolk, 
wai fettled ; as will be more particularly mentioned in note [A], p. 145. 
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Genealogy of the FOUR DAUGHTERS of JOHN ONE BYE. 

1. Elizabeth Ohcbtb, baptized at Hi r*k ley,— Benjamin King, of Krby Mucclei. 
Oft. ia, 1613, married there Nor. », 1646. j iu thecounty of Leiicfter, 

1 1 A — n 

Francn, died Joan, — sElizabeth Benjamin, M. D.==Sarah Conant *; nearly related to the pi- 

without iflue. t Green. J otii and learned Dr. Cooanr, »icar of All 

J Sainti, Northamc 

died - 



Benjamin, died without ifliie. 



John, died without ifliie. Benjamin f, B. D.= 



i emoenon. 



Benjamin, died 
without iffue. 



T 



Mary, died 
without iffac 



Thomas Breton,— Sarah, died 1781. 
living 178a. j. 



Robert-Lloyd Breton. Anne. Sarah. 

• This Sidy, with two brother! and three filters, were all remarkable for longevity. The youngeft of the fix died at Si. 
T Benjamin Kin?, M. A. afterward* V. D. inftillcd prebendary of Gloucefter, Sept. 16, 1700. He wa» lorac rime vicar of All 
lints, Northam]tton. and of Sr. Mary dc Lode, iu Gloucdler ; un the fouth fide of the chancel of which church he wai buried, bus 
He dkJ iu 1717 or 1718. 



*, Dorothy OnEBYl!.=j=Ezcliiel Wright, of ThurcaiTon, Leicefterftrire, cleik, 
, y\ 



Ezekkl.^ 



Sir Nathan Wright, knt. of Cal- Elizabeth Dorothy. 



decote Hall, Watwickthire, 1-irti 
keeper in the leignj ot king Wil- 
liam aud queen Anne [DJ. 



r 



1 ! 



Afhby, 



T 



T 



George, died AnneJ. George, =p>fary Bed- 2. Nathan, Dorothy, —Harry Grey, Elizabeth ,=^=Sir Samuel 



without liluc 



cl. «t the 
crown. 



J 



lord. 3- Robert, died Au«. 

4 Ezekiel, la, 1738. 

5. Thomas, 

6. William. 



George, M. P. =^=Barbara^ 
for Leiccilcr, 



rhird earl of died 1777, 
Stamford.dicd aged 94. 
in Oct. 1759. 



r, I Clargesj" 

J ""J 



Van Atker 

Sambrook.- 



r 



T 



r-f 



Oeorce — 



Harry fourth— I.ady Miry Sirjctemv, Eliza- = i. ... Jonet, Judith, Sufan- == . . . Crawlev 
eatlofStam. Booth,cnly ob. I. p. betb, 2. Sir Hum- ob.f.p. nah, 



Wright, 
< t GothurP, 
buck i, efq; 
U»ii>g t 



Jekyll. 



ford. 



ti nigh. «•» 
Geo. E. of 
Warrington* 

Genrpe Hcnry.^Lady Henrietta 



phry Mono*. 



George. 



51 h and ptelcnt 
earl of Stam- 
ford. 



Cavendilh, ad 
d3. to William 
duke of Port- 
land. 



1. John. 

2. Samuel. 



Two daughter! 



George Henry lord Grey. Three other fone, and three daughter!. 
J Who waa three tlmei married. Her firA hatband'* name wa» Mead ; the fecoad . ; the third PuTcrton. 
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3. Emmk Owibte, died Feb 



1 John, 



Richard, — Anne 



born Nor. 5, born Dec. 1 j.Tjannan. 
iojj, died 16^5. died 
without iffue. Mar.19.t603. | 



18, 1 7067.— William Mafon, of Leiceller, M. D. 
j \ * [~ 1 

George, William, Emm*, born J«tly 4, i6c6,^s Ewin. 

born May" ~ bom 1666, Anne, born Oct. 8, 1658,= Curti*. 

19,1665. died 1677. Elizabeth, born Aug. 30, 1660, died 169*. 



♦ 0/»*Tl 

/«.•> ; aw 



I>orolh) • > ^=William CradoeV, 
related to (he Earl 
of Huntingdon. 



D rothy, b. Sept. 9, i66j,:=Gcorge Savil 

Catharioe, = p : Jamei Gou^h [EJ, 

died in { died at C amber - 
May 1771. I well about 1755. 



-t 

r 



1 Jannan, 

2 Richard, 

3 William ; 
all died with- 
out iffue. 



\ 

Am KE,=pNathanicl William Cm- =pSarah Gent, 

living 1781. 



Moim. 



^-1 



dock, born at 
Uxbridgc in 
Mayt7.o;died 
Dec. 32,1779. 



John, died 
without ilTue. 



Willi am— A one Green, An we. liv— William 
Moina, • ing 178s. Mafon, 

living 1781. 1 mar. 1778, 

died 1781. 



wife. 



Two foni, and rwo 
daughters: ; died infants. 



William-Hem,, 
living 1782. 



ad wife. 

Anne Cradock, mar-— John Nichol»,=Manha Green ; 
tied June 22, 1766, • [fit tht 

died Feb. 18. 1777-J y CleivelakdVj 



1 \tiliia 



rilliam-Bowyer Nlchola, bore 1775, died 1776. 
a Akke Nichols; 1 .:»;„_ ,, b , 
3SAE A HNlc M OL.^; Il * ^, 8 I ' 8, • 



4. Maet OiriBTE.=f=Thoma> SraTclejr [F], barrifter at law, of Bel pave, Leicefier, married Dec. 31, 1656. 



"Ionia 



Tt 
William, 
George ; 
all died with- 
out iffue. 




lev. Jolhua 
Walker, rec- 
tor of Great 
Billing, Nor- 
thamptonfhire. 



Mary, 



: Edmund Brude- 
ncll, efq. of ihe 
Newark, near 
the borough of 
Lciceftrr. 



TV 

Anne,- 



.r~r 



JoQiua, 
di. with- 
out illuc. 



Thomas : 
Walker, 



IT" 

Robert, died 
in London, 
of a fever, 



-Leonard Welftead, 
vicar of Newcallle 
on Tync. 



7 1 

Jane, 



Alleyne,clcrk. 
reclor of Lough- 
borough, Leicef- 
lermire. 



Mjry, 
died of 
the fmnll 



Catharine, 1 



and was bur. 
at Church 
Langtou. 



: John Al^op, 
cletk, re.'tor 
of Church 



n~ n 



Lcicerter- 



Leonard, 
thcl'oET, 
of whom 
fee note 
IGj. 



Thomas,"- 



: Alice 
Cloyne, 
a native 
of Ire- 



Thomai 
Alleyne, 
di. with- 
out iffue. 



rz 

Walker, 



..... 

ter, !i»ing In rg 178 . 
1761. 



Naihanael, 
died ot the 
imall pox, 
at Mcrton 
Coll. Oaf. 
1737,^.23. 



3I 



Caiharine,=T=Thomas Mar>,=pChriOopber 



1770- 



Ayre, of 
Gaddef- 
by, efq. 



died 
1781. 



Pegge, clerk, 
died 1741, 
aged 28. 



Joanua,==Philip Blifa, Mary, 2 ]* 
died cletk, reflor 
1774. of Tormarron, 
Glouce berth ire, 
dead. 



r 



C a t h a- =Edw a ■ o Maria- Chril ^= fhomas 



BINE, 

living 
1782. 



Bron- 

HEAO, 

ot Lin- 
coln, 
clerk. 



tiana,anonly 
and poflhu- 
. child, 
'777- 




Ballet, of 
Blaby, 
Lcicef- 
terihire. 



Mauia-Chkistiaha Pulton, 
bum Apr.^j?, 17^7, living 1782. 



Bits*, roil or 
Frampton Cmtercll 
Dodington, Glouc. 
Nathaoael-Alfop, tell, 
ot New Coil. Oxioid 
Joanna, = Fla. Waire, 
rect. ot Cheddon, Som. 
tiftiam, JJoff. Catharine, 1 unmar- 
1782. Mary, J ried 1782. 



Pul'OD, 

rector of 
Tichwel!, 
Noif. and 
vtc.ol Chat 



Mahy-Wel-=(osli>h 
stead, living Moore, 

1782. of Syr- 
ton, Lei- 
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Notes on the Genealogies of Onebyi. 

TA] Sir Henry Wood ((on of Thotnai Wood *, of Hickncy, eft;) 41 Treafu'tr to the late Qj-ctv 
" Mother, and one of the council to Queen Citherine," married a daughter of the Kcv, Michael 
Gardiner, reftor of Greenford, Middlefex, by whom he hi»J one daughter Mary, who sva» niairied to 
Charles Palmer eirl of Southampton, .tftc-wardi duke of Southampton and Cleveland. I have in MS. a 
copy of the original fetilement f and la it will of Sir Henry Wood, both made in 1671. The «itl i« 

dated 

* Serjeant of the paflry to King Chailei T. He married Sufan, daughter and heir of — — Cranmtr.of London, 
merchant; and died in May, 1649, aged $41 and his widow Oil. 17, 1650, aged 80. They were both 
buried at Hackney, where there arc inferiptiont to their memory. This gentleman ((on of Henry Wood, of 
Hackney, efq; (errant to Queen Elizabeth, and grand Ion to Thomas Wood of Burnley in the county of Lan« 
Ciller) wat lineally defcenefed from Ic Sicur de Roys, dauphin in France) whole arms (a Lion rampant 
Arg. in afield Gules) were granted to this Thomas by Sir Richard St. George, knight, Clarenccix, June i>, 
1614. See Granti, vol. II. p. 664, in the College of Anna. I have in MS. an accurate peii'rei of ti e 
Woods. 

+ The fubftance of the settlement will appear by the following 44 Abftraft of Sir Ca?far Wood, alias 
" Cranmer's Cafe," which was heard at the Bar of the Houfe of Lords, December 1691. 
" SIR Henry Wood (the Appellant's Uncle) by Icafe and rcleafe, dated nd and ijd of Mav, t«:t. ia 
44 confidcrarton of a M.irrMfje to be had between the Refpondent (the now Duke of Southimpt-jn) and May 
44 Wood, Im only d.i tighter and child, and of joool. per annum in land, agreed (,>n behalf of the Dur <-) ro 
44 be fettled on Mai* for jointure, did 1'ct'le bis whole eftatc, being about 4053I. a year, n .-. tr.:1lce» (Sti 
44 daughter btinj; then about fix or feven yearn old) in rruft for hinifclf for his life; and after hn .iejth, is • 
•« truflto pay 450I a year for hi» daughter's maintenance, till her age of t.velve years, and ctol. a year, till 
" her age of (vveniccii, or marriage ; and to pay the refiduc of the profit! after the Rcfpoiidcnt's and Mary'* 
" intcr-maniage (which would have been iooosI. and more if the fame had taken effirit according to Str 
" fienry Wood's appointment) unto the Refpondcnt, which the Refpondcnt was to have, tliouyh he mould 
*' hare no uTue by Mary. If the marriage took effect (after Mary's age of fixtcen years) ana (he Ihould 
41 have ilTue m.ile' by the Refpondcnt, then the truftces to ftand feil'ed of the eflate, to the ufc of the Refpondcnt 
" and Mary foi their lives, and after for the firft and all their fbns, and the font of fuch fons, in tad male, 
44 and after for their daughters in general tail, and for want of fuch iflue, for fuch perfon< as Sir Henry by 
" his will Ihould appoint ; and in default thereof, for his right heirs. Sir Henry Wood, at the fame time, 
" makes his wilt, though dated the day after the fettlement, and thereby deviled his faid eflate, in cafe the 
44 maiTiage fhould not take cflc£t, according to his appointment ; or if there Ihould be no iflue, to Mary for 
" life, and after to her firft and all her fons, and the fons of fuch fons, in uil male, and after to her daughters 
" in general tail, and after to the Bilhop of Litchfield and Coventry, his brother, for life, and after to other 
" perfon* (who arc all dead), and then to the Appellant for life, with other remainders over. Sir Hcnrr 
" Wood died the next day after the making the fettlement and will. The marriage between the Refpondent 
" the Duke and Mary was in other manner, and at other times, than was appointed by Sir Henry Wood ; 
" for Mary was firft married at her age of (even years, and then again at her age of twelve yeait, when her 
" father appointed it to be after her age of (lateen years ; and the faid marriage was had without the confent 
44 of fuch perfons as were to have been prefent and confenting thereto. Mary afterwards (viz. in Nnvem- 
" ber 1 680) died, having never had iffue by the Refpondcnt the Duke. The Uifltop of Litchfield and Coventry, 
" upon fuch the dtceafe of Mary, being next in remainder by Sir Henry's fettlement and will (which makes 
44 but one conveyance) entered and enjoyed the eflate for nine yean and more, without any pretence of the 
" Rcfpondcnt's. The late sting Charles the Second, the Refpondent the Duke himlclf, acquicl'ccd in the 
" Bilhop's entry, as fat is ft ed that the Rcfpondcnt's intereft was determined by the death of>Mary without 
44 ifTje : as an evidence that the faid late King was farisficd therein, he was plcafed to direct a treaty to be 
44 nude with the Bilhop for a marriage of one of his daughters to Mr. Charles Ctar.mer the Bilhop's nephew. 
" That the Refpondent the Duke was fo far then fatisficd, that he made no pretence for nine year* together, 
44 and in anno 1686, which was fix years after Mary's death, the eftatc was fcqucfirred (in a fgit in Chan- 
" eery, wherein the Refpondent was plaintiff agaiaft the Bifltop) for a contempt of the Bilhop's, and upon 
" the Bilhop's dealing the contempt, the fequeftration was taken off by the court, and the Bilhop let into the 
" pofTellion again. But in Michaelmas terra, anno 1689, and not before (which was nine years after the 
" death of Mary, and eighteen years after the fettlement made, which wat prepared and perufed by great 
" and eminent counfel on the Rcfpondcnt's part, who, if it had been intended the Refpondent Ihould have 
*' had an eflate for his life, though he had no iflue, would not have usjicd words of a contrary importance), 
" the Rcljvnidetit exhibited his bill in Chancery, and claimed the faid eftatc for bis life, though he never 
" lud any iflue by the laid Mary i and though there be no truft declared of the faid eiiate for ium the Rc- 
" fpondent, hut only on the precedent condition aforcfaid, viz. 4 But if the faid intended marriage Dull take 
44 ctfcll after Mary's age of hxtecn years, and Ihe wall have tfTuc male by the Refpondcnt the Duke ; Then 
44 for the better fettlement of the premifes upon fuch ilfue male, and for a more ample provifion nnd maiote- 
*' name of the Refpondent and Mary his wife, and the longeil liver of them, the truftces to f! <:id intruded 
• 4 for the (aid Refpondent and Mary, for and during thtir Jives and the fuirivor of them, ar.d after their 

U «' deceafe, 
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Aired " May 14. 167 1 , after dinner," only one day before «be death of Sir Henry Wood ; «• who was 
** buried, arcoiding to hit will, after a fantastical way*, in the church neaTLowdbam*HaII,"u Anthony 
Wood was luld by Sir William Dugdate. He had three brothers, who all died before him; i.John, 
a citiren of London. 1. Thomas f, bifhop of Litchfield and Coventry 1671—1692. 3. William, 

" deceafe, in truft for their firft foa, Sec. and for default of ifluc, for fuch pcribns at Sir Henry Wood should 
" appoint by hit wilt.' Which ii a plain precedent copulative condition, and being never performed for want 
" of ilfuc, no truft of this eftate could ever arifc to the Rcfpondcnt for hi* life ; and yet, by a eonftmction not 
" conuftcnt with the pofitivc words of the fettlcmcnt, and which may be hereafter of ill precedent, and dan- 
" gcrous confrqacncc to deedi, fcttlcmcnts, and aduranccs, the court of Chancery hath decreed the eftate to 
" the Rcfpondcnt for hit life. The Rcfpondcnt (the Duke) by the fettlcmcnt, was thui provided for : 1. tf 
" the marriage did not take effefl through the default of Mary, either by her refusal of lum, or by marrying 
" another i or by her death before fixtccn. he was to have sooool. to be paid hun out of Sir Henry Wood's 
"eftate. 1. If the maniagc did take effect at Marv'* age of sixteen, though there were do iflue, the Rc- 
" fpondcor the Duke was immediately to have the whole profits of the cftate from the death of Sir Henry 
" Wood, which to Mary's age of Intern would and did amount to more than aooool. which he hath had, 
" though nothing oai fettled on his part. j. Out if the marriage did take effect, and the Rcfpondent the 
" Duke h 'd ilfuc male, then he was alio to have an eftate for his own life, but not othcrwifc ; but by fuch 
" cr.n ft ruction at before, an eftate for life in the faid cftatt u decreed to him, though he never had ifluc. 
" Therefore the faid Appellant hath appealed from the laid Decree, to the Right Honourable the Lordt Spi- 
" ritual and Temporal in Parliament affcmblcd." The decree, which had been made by the lords tom- 
millinncra of the great leal OCL 11, 1691, was revcrfed by the houfc of peers. — At the time of making the 
(ctrlctr.cnt, which was honoured with the royal fa net ion. Sir Henry's daughter was not cjuitc (even years old i 
and the marriage Hit to take place when fhc (hould be between fixtccn and fcvcntccn. In cafe of the 
Earl of Southampton's death before marriage, his right in the lady was 10 be transferred to his next 
brother, Lord George Palmer, fbn of Barbara Duchcls of Cleveland. And in cafe of his daughter's death 
without ifluc, Sir Henry bequeathed his cflatci, after fcvcral intermediate fettlcmcnt*, all which became 
extinct, to his own right licit ».— Sir Caffar Wood, alias Cranmcr, was admitted in fee, as nephew and heir 
to Thomas Wood billion if Litchfield, to i.vo acres of copyhold at Duvcr Hedge, in Thclvciton mansr, 
January :i, 1(194. Chailcs Wood was admitted in lee, Oct. 16, 1-10, at only fori to SirCarfar. In 1741, 
Henry Cockfedgc, Gent, was admitted as receiver appointed for the heir of the above-mentioned Ctuiies 
Wood then deceafed, by the High Court of Chanrciy.— Nov. it, 1745, * caufi was heard in Chancery, 
Chapman and Chcflrr «fr/w Onebye, which is not leportcd by Atkyni, but which terminated in Oncbyc's 
being decreed heir at law to Chatlcs Wood. — Sept. 16, 17*5, it was recited that Robert Oncbve, Lfcij was 
fo decreed heir, and th.it Mr. Cockfedgc and Mr. Onebye were both dead. air. Chapman was admitted 
for want of heirs, and pcid a relief of four pence halt-penny. Thcfc extracts were tranieribcd from tiic 
court- Wok uf Thctvcrton manor. 

• This docs not agree with the will ; which fays, ■• I defire my body roav be buried in the pariih-church 
*' of I'floid, in the county of Suffolk, in fuch decent and private manner as ray executors Ihall think lit, w ith 
" as little coft as may be convenient." 

\ " Educated in the college fchool at Weflminftcr. elected ftudent of Chrift-Chuich in 1627, or thereabouts 
took the degree 111 arts, holy orders, and by the endeavours of Sit Henry Wood, his eldei btothcr, was nutte 
cliaplam in ordinary to king Ctuiles I. bemg then but X" ycai-. of age' lu 1641 he took the d'rgrcct in ili- 
vinity, )>v virtue of a difjienlalion for allowance of terms, and .ibuut tliat time was rector of Wick ham tn the 
lnlhi puck of Durham. In the time of the piand rebellion agjinlt King Charles L tic left the nation and his 
picKiratntJ, and travelled to Rome, and to other pl.iccs in It.i!\, where he (pent lomc vcars, and after hit re- 
turn lived a retired life in thv counti v. In the jubilee year ct 1 'oja he- was rrftorcd to his icctory, and in 
■ esvard of hi* fuffcrings, bad a prchcndlhip in the church ot Durham conferred on him (metalled thcicin 
IX c. 10 the fame year) ; auJ upon the promotion of Dr. William Paul to the Ice of Oson, he was made- dean 
•>f Litehisrld in the latter end of 1663. In 1670 he was promoted to the fee of Litchttc.d, on the death of 
Dr. John Hackct, by the endeavours of hit faid brother Sir Henry (whole daughter and heir was married 
to Chatlcs |-it/-Ko\ Duke of Southampton, natural fun of King Charles 1L) ; whereupon being conk crated 
on the leco.id day of July (being the lecond Sunday after that of Trinity) anno i<>7i, (at which time Dr. 
Crtw Wis conk-crated b.lli >p of Oxoo) enjoyed that huiour, though a petion of IV) r..etit, utilcla it was foi his 
yieaching, to the time of his death, liut Jo it was, that he not eating to live at Litchlitld or Leclelhall 
(where is a Icat bcloniniij; to the lee) cither fir not being beloved, or to live charges, he retired to rlacknuv 
and lived in the lioule where he was born, in at. oidinuty condition : w hereupon Dr. Sancicft » -c l Uihu.p of 
l".-.r.ltibury lol'pendal him r,f his office. He died very wealthy .it Aflivp new King's-Suiton ... Nortnacur- 
Ic-.ii.itc, where he had eootiuued about two je io for hc Jr'i * l.tkc. on the li-tn of Apiil, or :>i.ie,. -oet?' 1 1 
itso--. He left ti vci. l legacies to pious ufes, among them jee-ol. to the junior nutters of Chntl C'luiih .md 
an eftate ol jotl. jm jT.um in Noifolk lo tdc feuioc iiulter>.'' Wood, Alii. Ox. IL 1 176. 

When the cathedial at Liulilicld wa» ic; unng aftei the Rctloratioi, it appt .r- h ;m 4n authentic paper 
p.intt.) by A'... I'enair.t [Journc* fmm Cheiicr, p. 4:4.] Iioui the MaS. of Mi. Grceac ot Luehhele! 
iU4t iJilhu^ Wood, tvhen Dean, gave — — — £. 0 * 

And l.ncc Billu p — — — , a 

A.id promilcd (laith Dean Srnallwuod; mure — lJO 

derlt 
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cleilc of iheTpicCTy at Whitehall ; and two fiften ; i. Maty *, married firft to Samuel Crammer, ihcritT 
of London in 1631; and fccondly to Sir Henry Chefter, of Luthingtoo, BedfordJhir \ Knight of ihe B»th s 
a. Elizabeth, married ro Anthony Webb, father to Thomas, in whom the eflate fettled in remainder after 
the office of Sir Cscfar Counter. Thit Thomas had two daughter*; 1. Sufan, marrieu to Robert 
Ooebyc, efq. a. Elizabeth, married to William Chapman, cfq. who tvaa knighted by King George I. 
in 1714, created a baronet in 1710, and died May 7, 1737; leaving two font, Sir John the late 
and Sir William the prefent barooct. 

f B] This eccentric branch of a mod worthy flock was barn at Barwell, in or about the year 167*. 
Hit grand-father, who pofleiTcd a plentiful ell ate, wat many yeart in the commirBon of the peace tor 
Leiccftrrlhtre ; an J hit father wat an attorney of unblemilhed reputation. John, the fubjeft ot thit note, 
after a liberal education, wat p'aced ai a cleric to an attorney of eminence; but hit afpiringand 
haugh*y difpoiition induced him to look much higher, and hit parents foon found they had not properly 
ConfiJcred hit inclinations. 

The caftody of the Great Seal being comoiitted to hit relation Sir Nathan Wright, application wat 
made for fome geneel employment that would be more congenial to hit high fpirit. Notwith- 
standing their affinity, nothing better happened to be then in the lord kceper't power than the employment 
of train-bearer, which young Onebye accepted, in hopet of tome future vacancy, hit uncle being at 
the fame time employed as Sir Nathan's ftreretary. Preferment not meeting hit wilhet, he refolded 
to crrer into the army; anil a commifltan being obtained, he fervid in feveral can piignt under the 
duke of Marlboro.-^h in Flanders, and acquired much reputation, ditlinguifhing himteU im many oc- 
cafmns, and received Several wounda which remained vidble till hit death. 

He fought a duel at Bergen with a Saxon colonel, whom he killed ; and, being tried by a court-martial, 
was honourably acquitted. And at Port Royal in Jamaica he afterwards fought lieutenant Tuoley, where 
both were dcfocrately wounded. Oncbye loon recovered ; but Tooley died, after having languithed for 
eight month?, in which time the aatagoniftt were perfectly reconciled. 

After (erring feveral years in the army, and riling gradually, by fenioriry, to the rank of major in 
Honey iv ond's dragoons, he found himfelf, by the peace of Utrecht, in the number of di (banded officers ; 
an.), returning tu England, gained a fcaodalous fuhtifteoce by dexterity at gaming. The fraudt which 
this unhappy man is fuprx/ed to have committed were numerous, and d'fagreeable to relate; hut the 
important event which occafioned his being tried at the Old Bailey, before Mr. Baron Hale and Sir William 
Thomfon, for the murder of William Gower, was thut drawn up at the time for the confideration of 
the judges, the jury having given in a fpecial verdicl: " That the prifoner and the deceafed, with three 
other gentlemen (one of which wat Mr. John Rich, then manager of L'ncoln\-inn Theatre, and after- 
wards of Covent Garden), met at the Caflle Tavern in Drury lane, fupped together, and were good friends ; 
that the company went to gaming: that the prifoner wat difgufted at the decca'edt having jocvilaily let 
another gentleman Three Half-Pence, inrtead o f Three Half Crownt, fay ing it wiit impemoent. 'I "hat 
the deceafed aJked him, • What he meant by impertinent i* ' You're an impertient Puppy,' fayt the pri- 
foner: To which the deceafed replied, * The man that calls me Pappy it a Rafcal.' That the prifoner 
thereupon took up a bottle, and with violence threw it at the deceafed t head, which beat fo?ne powder 
out of hit periwig: who, in return, threw aglafr, or candlellick, at the prifoner, which did not reach 
him : That both rofe up together, and went to their fwords ; tint a gentleman llepping between prevent- 
ed their fighting : that the comj-any all fate down again, and drank for near an hoar; when the de- 
ceafed, offering his hand to the prifoner. faid to thit effecf : * We have had hot word*, Major ; you was 
the aggretTor ; but let ut he reconciled.* To which the prifoner anlwcred, 4 No, damn you, I'll have 
your blood.' That in about half an hour after the company broke up, when the prifoner hung hit 
crest coat upon hit (houlcferi ; but, callng back the deceafed, (aid, 4 Hark ye. young gentleman, I 
have lomethmg ro fay to you." That they l>o«h re-entered the room, when the door wat (hut violently, 
and fwordt heard to clalh ; and the deceafed received rhe wound of which he died. The Major alfo had 
received three 'light woundt. That the deceafed being alked on his death-bed, if be had received the 
wound fairly? anf.vered. ' I — :hi:ik — l—did ; but — I don't know what might have happened— if you 
had no: come in.' This narrative it fubiianiially confirmed by Raymond* Reports, vol.II, p. 14S6. 
The Maior, who had entertained flrnng hopes of rcming o!f with a vcrdicl of Man-daughter, wat re- 
minded b.nk to Newgate; where he continued toleiably caly for ab ut a year, being free from 

^ This lady'* onlv foo, Carfar Cranmer, of Altwoodbury, Bucks, was afterward* knighted, and called 
himftlf Sir Carfar Wood. Hr married Lclit daughter t>( Simon dj U Garde of Pari* ; inherited the Suffolk 
clcatc. as nephew and heir to Bifhop Wood ; and had two Ion*, Henry Cranincr, who died youny;, and 
Charles Cranmer, who took the name of W'uod. and cr joyed the < ftau*. 1 have a copy of the lift will of 
Dame M.irv ChclUr, who (urvircd b'lh her hulbaadt, wis buried at Aftwood, nd br-qneathed to her Iba 
til her fight and title ariling from tbe fctrlcinent or will o: del bro:r>tr Si; Henry Wood, 10 whom foe «» 
cxccvttric. She had alio a daughter, Miry, married to Sir Anther" (.'!t'..Ui, of C!n< Uiey, Buck*. By l.cr 
(Uwjd hufband, (he had n j child. 
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lor liad taken no fleps towards bringing on the hearing of the fpecial verdict before the judges, 
he grew pretty confident it would oe determined in bis favour; and imagined the profecutor 
was of t hat opinion: at length, having cunfuhed fome attornies and law-books, and judging too 
favoutabiy for himfelf, he came to a resolution to move the judge* of the King's Bench, for a Cmrilitm 
to be made for arguing the fpecial verdict before that court. It was argued in the court of King'] Bench 
obcut the end of Hilary term j and another argument being dc fired by the prifbner's counfel, the opinion 
of all the judges was taken, at Serjeants Inn Hall, May 6, 1717, near fourteen months after the trial ; when 
he was found guiity of wilful murder by the opinion ot 1 1 judges out of 1 2, and the day of execution 
vit fixed for the 3d of July, 17*7. Strong applications were made to the king for a reprieve ; which 
not fucccciiiug, on the evening ot the ad, which w.ts on a Sunday, he went to bed as ufual about 10 o'clock,, 
a man being in the room with him, and another at the chamber-door. Mr. Clif — 0 came and took leave of 
him, at did his old friend Mr. CaHnis, and then the man read fcveral chapters from St. Matthew's Gofpel 10 
him, but he was not in the leaft affected with them. At four the neat morning he called for a glafsof brandy 
and water, and then for a pen and paper, when railing himfelf in hit bed, he wrote as follows; viz^ 
" Coufiu Turvile, give Ackerman the turnkey below flair* half a guinea, and Jack who waits in my 
room five (hillings; the poor devils have had a great dial of trouble with me fince I have been here. 
This being his lall will and teftarocnt, and the faff ad of hit life, excepting the dreadful one upon hit 
own body, which foon followed, he then ddired the roan in ihe room and the other at the door to be fiiU- 
a- while, that be might compofe himfelf again ft the coming of hit friendt. About (even his footman 
cu.-ne into the room, when he faintly faid, " Who it that, Philip f After that, a gentleman, hit relatiou, 
came to the bed- fide, and calling, " Major, Major,"' and hearing no anfwer, drew open the curtains, when 
be was juft expiring, and weltering in hit blood. Mr. .Green, a neighbouring furgeon, was inllantly 
fent for, but he was departed. The razor wiih which he had cut through the great artery in hit arm was 
found in the lied ; and it was evident that he had been allillcdin (hit horrible cnteiprize, the razor appearing 
to have been newly ground for the service. Only a fix- pence, and three le.tcrs from fome of his friends, 
were round in his pocket, 'I hit account is principally taken Irom " A true and taihlul Narrative of the 
Life and Actions of John Oncbye, fcftjuirc; commonly called Major Onebye [1727.]'' There was- 
klfo publilheJ on tlus occafion, " f lie- Weight of Blood ; or, The Cafe of Ma;ot Onebye, &c." 

[C] THIS is the laft Will and Telbment of me Robert Oneby£ of Lindiey, in the County of 
Lctccltcr, Efquire. And, after recommending my Soul into the Hands of the Almighty, and my Body 
to be decently interred in a private Manner ; at to all my Worldly Ettaie.I difpofeof the fame in Manner - 
following: I give, devife, and. bequeath, all my Mate, Lands, Tenements,. and Hereditaments, late 
belonging to Sir Henry Wood t and Bilhop Woor>, ami Chajii.es C» anwir, alias Wood, Efquire, 
or cither of them, or to any other Perfoo, in the County of Suffolk orelfewhere, and all other my Lauds, 
Tenements, and Hereditament', and all my other Real Eftate, whatfoever and wlterelbcvcr, or whether 
in Potlcdion, Reverfinn, Remainder, or Expectancy, and all Right and Title, Interest, Property, Claim, . 
and Demand, of, in, and 10 the Prcrnifct, or to fuch or any other Heal Ellateas aforefaid, and not be- 
fore Ictiled by me upon my Heirs Male, orothcrwifc by me entailed, unto my Friends Thomas Boothhy, of 
M.irlbn, in the County ct Leicefler, Efquire, and Samuel BracebnJge, of Liodlcy, in the County of Lei- 
iefler, El'c|uire, their H- its and Alfigiu, up 11 the Trulls, and to the L'l'cs, lu I. owing ; viz. -That they 
lhall, by Mortgage or Sale, Idling Timber and falling the fame, or oiherwifc, rai.e and pay tuch Sum and 
Suntt of Money as (hall be necciuty to defray my Debts, legacies, Portions for Daughters and Younger - 
Children, and Funeral Expences ; Then to the U e and Bchool of my loving Wife Mary Onebye, lor 
and daring the Term of her Natural Li'e, without Impeachment of Walle, /ubject to the Provifo hereafter • 
mentioned ; Then to the Uie of the firft Son of my Body, and every o:hcr Son, for Life, according to 
Str.Uii ity, and ihe Htii s Male of fach Son or Sons ; And in cafe I mould die without IiTue Male, then 
to a 1 and evciy Daughter and Daughters of my Body, and their Hcirt, 10 lake as Tenants in Common, 
: nd noi as ).»in' 'i'ei am* : And for Default of any luoe of any Body, then to the UiC of William Cl..p- 
nun-f, ot Ua ttilea, in the County of Surrey, hf'tutre, Jor Life ; Remainder to the faij Truieti to y.. - 
feivc the contingent Remainders duting hu l.ile; and, afttr his Decealc, to the fir rt and every 01 Iter 
.Sin of his Body, aicoutit>g 10 IVtiiority, to" Life, and ttve Hcir» Male ot fuch Sjo or Sons: Acd for De- 
ficit, To the Life ot V\ iliiam Bretfey I, ot IVa'tnfca aforefaid, Efquire, for ihe Term ot his nannal I. ft 
Kc-uuu:dcr to the Ttulicci to prelcrnc the contingent Kcu1a1.d4.1s during h s Life; and alter hit Dc. 

* Mr. Oci hve was hijttt Ciiriffof SufiQlV. in i-<n. 

■f Born in September 1714 ; baptized .it tiic choith of St. Ptttr I « Poor, OCi. 1, that year ; and now 17I1 
v the death < t his cldtr brother) Sir William Clia^rntn, baionet. . He h. t Ltcn twice rtwriuJ, but l.*> no 
iluie, by rithcr of his uinrs. 

J VV ho d id, without uTur, i'/ctt the teftator. 



5 



Digitized by Google 



HISTORY OF HINCKLEY. 149 

ctafe, to ike Ufe of hh firft and every other Son, according to Seniority, for Lift, and to the Heira 
Male of fuch Son or Sons. And for Default, to Mr own Richt Hkirs. And in cafe I (hould 
leave any Daughter or Daughters, and more than one Son, ray Mind and Will it. That my Truftees 
(hail have Power to rail'e out of the Prcmiffes, in Manner aforefaid, fuch Portion and Portions for fuch 
Daughters and Younger Children, as my Wife, by any Deed or Will, figned by her in the Prefcoce of 
Three WUnefles, (hail appoint : And tor Default of fuch Appointment, my Will it, That the Sum of 
Tea Tuoufiuid Pounds fhall be ratfed out of ibePretnife* by my faid Truftces, and equally divided be* 
twist fuch Younger Children : Provided, and my Will is, That if I Ihoald die before my Wife, leaving 
a Son, or leaving her emcrixt with » Son, which fliail attain the Age of Twenty-one Years, Then the 
faid Life Etlaie before deviled to my Wife in the PretuilTes fliail be void and determined ; and my faid 
Wife (hall releafeand furrender the faid PiernilTes to fuch my cldeft San at the Age afore faid, who fhatl 
take an Estate for Life, or in Tail Male, a* aforefaid t and iu that Cafe, my faid Wife (hall have and 
receive one Yearly Rent Charge of Si« Hundred Pounds ftr Jsnm from fuch my EldeH Son, payable 
Quarterly, during her Life; and (hall have a Power to dilirain upon the Prcmifle* for the fame. And 1 
f ive the (aid Thomas Boothby and Samuel Braccbridge the Sum of Two Hundred Pounds apiece, for 
their Trouble in Execution of this my Will, befides Charges expeuded. And I give to Grace Seward *, 
of Bengworth, in the County of Worcefler, the Sum of rive Hundred Pounds, to be raifed as before. 
And 1 give, devife, and bequeath, all my Goods, Chattels, and Pcrfonal Eftate whatfoever, to my 
loving Wile Mary Onebye, her Executors, Adminiflraiors, acd Aifigns. And I do hereby make her 
the laid Mary Onebye, Tnornas Boothby, and Samuel Bracebridge, Executor* and Executrix of this my 
Laft Will and TelLiuoent ; and her the faid Mary Onebye Refiduaty Legatee and Devifec. In Wirnetf 
whereof, I have hereunto fet my Hand and Seal, this Third Day of December, in the Year of our Lord 
One Thoufand Seven Hundred and Forty-three. Robert (L. S.) Okebyk. 

Signed, fealed, publicised, and declared to be the laft Will and Teftamcnt 
of the faid Robert Onebye, in the Prefcoce of us, who have fubferibed 
our Names at Witnefles, in his Prefencc, and at his Reqneft, 

Anne Braccbridge, 

Anr* Johnfon, 

Thorras Pundtifl. 

[D] Mr. Nathan Wright f , of Barwell, in the county of Leiccftcr,barrifter at law, was elected recorder of' 
Lciccftcr in 1680 aqd was called, by writ, April 1 1, 169a, with thirteen other gentlemen, to take the 
dcgieeof fcrjeant at law J. Hewas knighted Dec. 30, 1696, and made king's fetjeantj ; a point of prefer- 
ment where, according to the concurrent teitimoniei of his contemporaries, he ought, from his moderate 
abilities, to have ftopt. Accident, however, exalted him to a lituition to which his talents w ere very inade- 
quate. On the refuf<l of (he Lords Chief Jufticcs Holt and Tieby, and Trevot the Attorney General, to 
accept the Great Seal, which was taken Irom lord Somen, it was delivered 10 him, with the title of Lord 
Keeper, May 11, 1700 H> As he was tailed to this fituation by the Tories, fo he fcerm to have afled 
in conformity to the views of the party. Burnet ** fays, that many gcnth roCn of good eflates and an- 
cient families were put out of the comroiffion of the peace by him, tor no other viGbte reafon, but be- 

* In 17*0 a bill- was filed in chancery, aga'mft George Wright, cfq; Mr. Thomai Breton, Mr. William 
Crad6ck, and the reft of Mr. Oacbyc'n litus at law, and alfo againft Mr. Boothby and Mr. BrncL-'oruigc as 
Lit executors, and Di. Biaeebridgc as Mrs. Onebyc's executor, by Sir John Chapman and Mrs. Roberts, 
formerly Mn. Seward, for a debt of 3O0!. due to Sir John for the purchafr of a copyhold eftate by Mr. 
Onebye, and for Mrs. Roberts's legacy of cool, by his will. By this bill the heirs at law were required to 
rfrd-.u-c and make out their pedigree to Mr. Onebye ; and the bill was exhibited by the plantitTs, in order to 
chaifc the real cflate vith the payment of this debt and legacy, in cafe Mr. Onebyc's pcifonalty Ihouid not 
be fufficitnt or liable ro pay the fame. 

t Richard and three John Wrights were teflon of Exhale in the county of Warwick, from 1650 to 169S. 
Q._ if Sir Nathan's anctfiors. Dugd. Warw. t 59. 

•J He held that office rill 16^5, when the earl of Iluntir.^dnn was chnfen by the new charter and continued 
•bc-ot three ycatt, when Mr. Wright tvas rtftoed, and held that office till lie became Wing's ftijcant in 1696. 

♦ Wynne's Miltelbnicf, p. tio. § Ibi-J. p. 511. 

j[ Ibid. " He rcrei'.ed Iris .ippointincr.r in iz~o, unfortunate! v for him, ns fucceflnr to Lord Somirs, 
»' w) oft prccif :»te dslimtlion in favour of s Tory hardly allowed ' lime f<i rcflcfition on the impropriety of 
" the choice. Sir Njthan kept his place til! tlir vtitr 1705, whin he r.a^ difiniltcd, not without iliiifrace, 
" more through' defeft of ability thnn want rf integrity, but contemned by b >th parties." Pennant's 
Jouri.ey from Chcffcr, p. 3 a P . Me was one of the Lords Jufticcs in tycoon the Hint's going to Holland ; 
Tir.dal. He became slfo nffieiallv or.e r>f ihc lords coorni^kivcTi for lr«de r.ud plantations. 0 

•' Uulwy of his own Times, 'v«l. IV. p. 55. 

cawft 
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caufc they hid gone in heartily to the Revolution, and had continued zealooi for king William; and at 
the fame time, men of no worth nor eflate, and known to be ill-affe&ed to Queen Anne'* title, and 10 
the Proteflani focceffion, were put in, to the gtcat encouragement of ill defigning men. He adds, that 
the lotd keeper wa* *' a scalot to the party, and was become very cxcep ional.lc in all refprrts : Money, 
" ai wa» faid, did every thing with him * ; only in his court, 1 never heard him charged, for any thing 
*' but threat llowncf*, by which the Chancery wa* become one of the heavteft grievances of the nation. 
The fane author likewife fay*, that the lord keeper " wu fordidly covetous f, and did not at all 
*' live fuitablc t» that high port : he became extreme rich, yet I never heard him charged with bribery 
" in his court, but there was a foul rumour, with relation to the living* of the crown that were given by 
" (he great fea], as if they were fet to fale by the officers under him." The Duchefs ot Marlborough, in 
the " Account of her Conduct," p. 1 14, fays, M As foon as Queen Anne was feated on the throne, the 
" Tories (whom flje ufually called liy the agreeable name of the church party) berame the diftirtjuimed 
" objeAl ot the royal favour. Dr. Sharp, archbifhop ot York, was p'-tched upon by herfclf to preach 
" her coronation fcrmon, ami to be her chief counfcllor in church - matters ; and her privy council waa 
" 6ded with Tories. Mv loid Normandy (foon after duke of B 'ckingh.tm), the Earls of Jerfey and 
" Notingham, Sir EdwarJ Seymour, with many others of the high-flier?, were brought into place; Sir 
«« Nathan Wright was continued in poiTeflion of the great feal of England, and the Earl of aochefttr in 



'« the licutenaucy of Ireland. Thcic were men, who had all a wondetful zeal for tlte church ; a fort of 
" public merit that cclipfed all other in the eyes of the Qtteen." And in another pLicc the duchefs lays, 
" 1 prevailed with her Majrfty to taV c the great feal from Sir Nathan Wright, a man defpifed by all 
" pa' tics, of no life to the crown, and whnfe weak and wretched conduct in the court of Chancery, had 
almoil brought his very otlice into contempt. His removal however was a great lofs to the church, 
*' f.;r which he had ever b cn a warm flicklcr." This happened in May 17OJ} from which period 
Sir Nathan lived retired, and died at his feat at Caldecote Hall J, Warwick fiiire, Aug. a, 1711. Mack) || 
defcribes him a* a plain n>an both in prrfun and convrrfation, of middle (Vature, inclining to fat, with a 
bri ad tacr, much marked with the ftnall p>x. A portrait of him was drawn and engraved from the life 
by R. White in 170s, in whith the arms of H'ri^ht (vi7. Ature, two bars Arg. in chief three l.opardt 
faces, Or.) are quartered with thnfe of 0>.rfyt ; (fee plate VI. fig. 14) j and under it it written, 
*' The Right Hon. Sir Nathan Wright, Knight, Lord Keeper ot the Great Seal of England, and 
" <nc ot his MajelHc* moll ho curable Ptivy Council, 17005.'' He left one fon, George Wright, 
Ef'U clerk of the crown, his hctr, who purchaled in 1734 the manors, of Gothu'lt and Stoke 
Goldyjigton, in the county of Bocks, with the advowfon of both churches, which ftill remain in hi* 
family. The church of Gothurft was rebuilt in purfuancc of his will. The fi :ures of father and 
ion face you as you enter ; the firft in his robe-, the other in a plain gown ; both tumilhed with enormous 
Parian periwigs *•. George's fon George, member for Lcicefter 1717 — 1741, man if d May 173 j Barbara, 
daughter of Sir Thomaa Clarges, Bart ff. Sir Nathan'* fecond fon Nathan, a clergyman, married Anne 
only dauglvcr and heir of lord Pt:mcis Pawlct, lecond fun of John Paw let fifth n arqois of Winchester 
by his fecond wife, by whom he had a fon, who died of the 1'midl-pox ; and hit widow, 
tiller of the late Francis JnhnT)(lcn, Efa. lord of the manor of Hackney, who dk-d 1781, married 
the late Governor Benyon, by whom the had Richard Benyon, Kit), now lmnf*, of Guidea hall, Eflex. 
Her fon Pawlct Wright rlicd t;8i. This bianch ot the family enjoyed the euate and manor houfe at 
Englctuld, Berks, where the noble family of Pawlct lived and wete buried. After the demolition of 
Balinghoufc in the civil war, O c late Mr. Wright'* father greariy modernized this nobte mnnllon, which 
on his death wa* leafed out tor a ttrfti of yeas. His fou cane to r elide iu it 1708. and further mo* 
dernized it, taking away the two bow windows and a tanee of apartments behind the hoofe. A lady 
who lived with him, and whom the public prints tnifcalled his widow, uird 1 7S-, Sir Nathan'* d rughter 
Dorothy marticd the third earl of Stamford, and died Augufl u, 1738, leaving iffue two (bus ao.i five 
daughters. His o her doughtcr Eliwlieth married Sir Samuel Vanarkcr Sarobrook, and died in 1777 at 
the gicat age of 94. His fi»th Ton, Willi tin, was recorder of Leicellcr from » 7 19 till hi* death in 1 763. 

■* Swift fays, he wav very covetous. MS notes on Macky. 
+ Burnet, vol. IV. p. in. 

% Which he probably purchaled at the fame time with a moiety of the manor of Durton Hading- in too 
fame county, 1714. Dugd. Winv. ed. Thomas p. 51. 1097. 
H P. 41. 

* Thwc is a full length of him in bis robes at Goth'jrit. 
«* Pennant, ubi fup p. }^4- j jS. 

♦ + Ui-oacta/ie. 
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PEBIGREE of WRIGHT, 
From a Pedigree Cgncd ia 1681 by the Loud Ktsrit, in the Herald* College. 

John Wright •, of Kelvcdon, ia the county of KlTex. 



*5« 



John, of Wnghtt-bridge, i n the county 



of kIcx, 



and of Gray'* Inn, third fon, died 1644. 



Robert, of Dituiington, in the county of Suffolk, fecond fon . 



Eufcby. 



Nathan t, of London, 
merchant, died March 
11, i6<7, aged 66, 
married Anne Fleming 
of Warley Place. 



Benjamin, 
knight. 



4 

Ezckicl, 
B. D. of 
Thurcafton 
c. Lciccftcr, 



-Benjamin 
of Cranham- 
hall, c. Effex, 
created bart. 
Feb. $, 1660. 



Sufan t- 
Alice. 
Mary. 
France*. 

J» 



— Doroihy. 
fecond 
daughter of 
John One- 
oye, coheir 
to her bro- 
ther Sir 
John One- 
bye. 



/ 

Abi- = 

gail 

Trvil 



=FJi«.=EI.Mb.— 



Sa- 
muel, 
his 
onlv 
lur- 
viving 
heir. 



no ill'uc. 



Elizabeth, 
married 
General 
Oglcthorp, 
>744- 



Brage. 



— Anne =pNathaa, bo. 
Mey- I 1661, died 
I October it, 
i7i 7 |l, and 
the barone- 
tage extinct. 



Benjamin, and 
another Ton. 




Elizabeth, fecond da., 
of George 
Quin'iy 
efq. living 



r 



rge Afliby, ofTba 
f, co. Lciccft. I cc 
ing 1681. di' 



Nathan, of Barwell, e. Leiccilcr, 
barriftcr at law, recorder of Lci- 
fter in 1680, Lord Keeper 1700, 
ed 1711 *J. 



4 



ieorge, b. 
March >;, 
1877, clerk 
of the crown; 
of Gothurrt 
and Stoke 



Nathan, b. Jan. t, Robert, 
1678, married Anne" born Sept. 5, 
daughter and heir of 1680. 
Lord Francis Pawlet, 
of Englefield, co. 
Hcrki. 



rr 



"ll'aw Jet, die 



George, M. P. for Lciccftcr 
1717— 1741- j r Sccp.143 3 



L, 



Dorothy (fortune 1 i.oool. ) 
man icd Harry third earl 
of Stamford. Died Aug. 
*». i7J«. 

I * 1 

1 font and 5 daughters. 



Elizabeth, 
married Sir 
Sam. Van- 
acker Sam- 
brook } [fe« 
P- »41 1 



Son born Dee. 6. 174* } 
died Feb. 5, 174;. 



died of the fmali-r-Aug. 16, t73», Mary, daughter of Franc ii John 
pox Jan. 6, I74 1 - j Tyilen, of Hackney, efq. remarried July 18, 1745, 
. _ ✓ the late Richard Bcnyon, efq. of Guidra hall, EflVx. 

Paulct, of Englcncld, 0 

month* old ac father's __Riehiiid. 

Dr tighter of Sir [~ 
Eduard Hullf. I 

/ 

ElcTtn or twelve ehJdiei 



1 month* old ac 
dc.ith.dicrl 17* 1. 



* See Morint, toI. I. p. 185. 

+ Who purchafed the minor ofCrarham, in the eoirnty of FCtk. Sre MVant, *rl. 

I Mifrird firlt to Chirlcs Pout, afterwards 10 Fnmn Drake, cfqii. SkcJ.cUji 
epi «;'h for hrr in Crauham-chunh, and anoitur for her father. 

I' He jjave i«o alras-liouft* in Si. Mary L-i e at Cuttiam. Hit rel'fl Abigail was remarried 10 Herbert TrrC, 
■(bo in hu riehi enjoyed the eftatc at Craoliam t>l! hrr dtaih, I>cc. 7, 1741. Ar< ih<r brsrch of thu family wav Ii;o 
no, red nith the title »f bir'net in 1660, vtb : < h becimc rtimci in tdSl, 1 te Mew 1, »i I. T p. A a. 

«■ U 1 brother LiekitI (jtt f. 143) dicil Much 15, 1 7 : -j . >• I l-.r. My d;r«l Jin. S, 1730-1. 



I. p. toe. 

ly 15, 1664, tgti J4. Teteii ia 



,lq. 
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[E] Son of James Gorjgh,*-n exchange broker. He was put apprentice to an apothecary, bnt die! not 
fet*e hi* tim« e*» i had a handfomc fortune with hU wife, which he loll hi the South Sea hubbi - ; 
and was af<erwatd* dependent on Mr. Goddey of Norton-coott, who bad married a filler of his, and 
ot whom fee mote in the Anecdotes of Mr. Bowyer, p. itj9. 

[F] Thorn** Staveley, efq. of Cuffington in Leirefterthrrr, after having completed his academical 
education at I'eier Hoofe, Cambridge, was admitted of the Inner Temple, July a, to^y, and called to 
the bar June tz, 1654. In i66» he fucceeded hit father-in-law Mr. Ocebye a* tie ward of the record* 
at Leicellcr. In 1674, when the court crpoufed the taufc of Popery, and the prcfumptire Heir to the 
Crown openly profctled himlelf a Ca'holic, Mr. Staveley difplaycd the enormous exactions of rhe coutt 
of Rome by publilning '* 1 he Romiih Horkletch."' Some years before his death, which happened in 
1683, he ictired to Uelgrave near Leicellcr, and paffing tbc latter part of hi* life in the ftudy of Erglifh 
hiflory, acquired a melancholy habir, but was e deemed a diligent, iudicious, ami faithful antiquary. 
Befrdes the *' Hiflory of Churches," which firft appeared in 1711. Mr. Staveley left a pedigree, drawn 
ap in 1682, iraulcribid below *; and alfo feme papers on tbc Hiflory and Antiquities of Leiteiter, to 

which 

♦ Willinm Sl.rstln married Alice daughter and heir of Sir John Frances, Knight, hv Ifahella his wife, 
daughter and heir of Sir Henry Pkfington, Knight. This William obtained great pollcifiont by the marriage 
«f his wife Alice, flic being a very rjieat heirefi. He lived at Bygncll in Oxfoidlhirc ; and dying there in the 
vear 1498, was buried at Uucitcr adjoining to Bvgnctl, on whofe tomb or monument in the church there made 
of grey marble u hit portraiture wiih thii infcription in brafs : 

«• Orate pro animabu* Will i Staveky armig. quondam D'ni dc Bygncll, 3k Alicia- uxoris ejus, filij; fc 
" unici- ha-rcdis D'ni Joliannis Krauntes milins Sc D'ox Ilabcllar usorit, filia? Si h.vrcdis D'ni Hjanrici Pkf- 
*' fyr.^tr.n militk. Qui quidcm Will's obiit decimo die Ocfobris A. D. Mcccci.xxxxvut. Pradifla, 
" vero Alicia obnt xx die Octobris A. D. Ml>. Quorum anitnabus proprietor Dcus." 

Gitrgt $i*;'tlty »4i the fon of William ; this William having alfo iflue two daughters: Hilary, married to 
Thomas Gifluid, of Tavford i'i the County of Buckingham, klq; and Ifabctla, married to John Tanficld of 
G.ivton in the c«uuty if Noithampmn. George Staveley married Ifibclla daughter of John Strclly, filler 
and heir of Sir Nicholas Strcl'y, Knight, bv whom he had a large cflate in NottinghamOure. 

Jehu Sianlty ot Itvgiieil wa> the Ion of Gcotge. He took to wife Conftance the daughter of Sir ]olm 
Danvers, < f Da-ntcfuv in the county of Wilts, Knight, and by her had iflue, Thomas Siavctcy, Edward 
Stavckv, and Maiy, mairitd unto Edward Chatrcdc, of Berkfhirc, Efq. This John was a very profufc 
perfbn, arid 1'pcnt ami fold alrTioft all his eftate, coniifting of fevcral manors and lordfltipt, cxrept what wa« 
fettled in jointure upon his wife Conllap.ee, which, (he furviving, defcended to his heirs. This Con (lance 
proving Co peat a support to her family, her memory is gratefully preferred by her defendants, and 
ner extinction was thus+. There was an ancient barony of the Latimer* of Danby in York/hire, of 
which William the tail lord Latimer of that name died without ifluc male in the reign of King Henry V. 
leaving one daughter Elisabeth, who was the wife of Ralph Lord Ncrill of Raby, who by her had 
ifluc John No ill. This John was fummoned to parliament by the title of Lord Latimer from j 
Henrv V. to i Henry VI inclufive, and died without ifluc ; but dtrers of the lordfhips whereof he 
died 'fcifed, for want of iflue of his body, being intailed upon Ralph Ncvill, his elder brother 
Eail of Wcflmoreland, the fame Ralph fettled the fame upon George Nevill one of his foos. who w as 
theicupon fummoned to parliament a> Lord Latimer, which title and honour continued in his poftcrity until 
the twentieth year of Queen Elizabeth. John, the lalt Lord Latmer of this family, died without any ifluc 
male f ; but by his wife Lucy, daughter of Henry Earl of Worceflcr, left four daughters his heirs, via. 
Catherine wife of Henry Earl of Noithunibcriand, Dorothy wife of Thomas Cecil Earl of Exeter, Lucy wifo 
of Sir William Coinwallis, Knight, and Elizabeth wife of Sir John Danvers. Lucy, the wife of this' John 
the lau Lord Latimer, died i$kj §, and was buried in the north fide of the chancel of the parifh church of 
Hackney in the county of MuMkfcx, her rpiraph I'pecifying the marriages of her four daughters as above. 
Sir John Danvers, by his wife Eluabith, had ill'uc his cldirft Ion Sir Chailes Danveis, svho loll his life, being 
attainted of trcafon for partaking with Robert Earl of Ell'cx in his infurrcClion. in the 43d year of Queen Eli- 
zabeth ; and Henry, who by rtpecial ail of parliament in the 3d year of King James was rcflorcd in blood, 
as heir to his father, not« i'.lili andinij the attainder of Sir Charles his cldcfl brother, and was afterwards cre« 
attd Karl of Danby and Knight of the Garter ||. He was founder of the phyfic garden, which, with the wall 
about it, cofl him about 5000I. He died unmarried. The daughter of Sir John Danvers, Confiance, was 
married to John Staveley, as is faid before, r 

Thimtt, Stavrin . fun and heir of John, took to wife Margaret daughter of John Baud, of Coj ingham in the 
onunty ot fc.lkx, Efq. '1 ins family of the Bauds has been very anoent at Corwgham aforefaid, of whom we 
find thi> li^nai memorial. Sii William Ic Baud, Knight, in the third year of King Edward 1. by his deed or 
grant gave to the deans and canons of St. Paul s church in London, a fat doc yearly in winter on the day of 
the Converfion of St. Paul, and a lat buck in rummer upon the day of the Commemoration of the fame Saint, 

* Catalogue of Honour, under the Esrls of Wellmorelaad, fed. coj. 

; Ci'ixlta. Ann«l. Eliz. loh 114. I5 ui dJt'l Baxun»|t, loos. L tal. 31 j. 

^ SioVr s Surity ot London, foho, 797, || Ann. arimo Csr. I. 
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which he luJ more particularly applied his refearches. Thefe papers (which Dr. Farmer, v>ho calls 
him William by mlflake, propofed to pjblilh) are luppofeJ to be amon^ the collection* or the la o 

to be offered at the high altar there by the Paid Sir William and hi« houfchotd family, and then to be diftri- 
butcd among the canons refident. Which laid doe and buck was lo given by Sir William in lieu of it acre 
of land lying in the lordfliip of Weftlee in th: county of Lite*, belonging to the fa:d canon', and by them 
granted to liitn and hi* heirs to enlarge his park at Coinigham. But about the lime and formality of thu 
offering there growing afterwards lomc difputr, Sir Walter tc Baud, Ion and heir of Sir William, by hit deed 
bearing date on the lues of July, an. 30 Edward 1. for the health of his (but, aud for the foul* of his proge- 
n.tor* and heirs, continued lit* father's grant, and did oblige himfclf and his heir), and alio hit l»n<i and 
tenements for ever, that \ early on the day of tl.c Convtrfion of Saint Paul in winter there Jhould be a g'-od fat 
doe brought by one of hit or their iir^iny Icrvanti, and not the whole family, at the hour of mo^ffion, and 
through the mid ft thereof be offered at the high altar. And on the day of Commemoration of feint Paul in 
summer a fat buck by lomc luch fervant, and i'o carried through the midft of the proceflion and offered at the 
high altar, the Dean and Chapter giving by the hand* of their chamberlain twelve pence fterling to the perfoii 
fo bringing the buck. L'nto which grant were w itnetles Sir Richard de Rokell, Sir Thomas de Maundcvillf , 
Sir John de Kochford, with divers other*. The reception of which doe and buck \va», till Queen Elizabeth's 
time, folcmnly performed by the canons at the ftcps of the choir attired in their vcftmcnts, and on their 
heads wearing garlands of flowers, the horns of the buck being carried on the top of a fpear, as in proceflion 
1 ound about the church with a great noifc of horn-blowers, as is affirmed by Mr. Camden upon his own 
view. (Britannia, fbl. 416. ) 

This Thomas Starclcy, by his wife Margaret aforcftid, had ifluc Thomas and Henry; and this Henry 
left iffue Ambrofc and Charles. 

1k»m*i Staveley, Ion and heir of Thomas, took to wife Margery daughter of Arthur Brook, of 
Okclcv in the county of Noithampton, Efq; and by her had lllue live Ions, Arthur, Thomas, Eulcbv, Wil- 
liam, and Charles ; and four daughters, Catharine married to Thomas Rolt, of Milton in the countv of Bcd- 
fotd, Elq; Anne to Thomas Stanford of Harkby in the countv of l.eiccfter, Efq; Elizabeth to Euftace Bur- 
ncby, of the city of Coventry, Efq, and Tempcraucc to William B.iic, of Lodington in the county of Lei- 
cester, Elq. 

Arthur, the eldeft fon of Thomas, married Lucy daughter and heir of Richard Elhvick, Efq; and 
by her had illuc two daughters; Margery matrud to Humphrey Adderlcy, of Wtddington in the r-»untv of 
War wick, Elq; who died without ill"j» ■ ; and Mary twice married, firlt to Krincis Stanton, of Biichmo.c i-i 
Ac county of Bedford, Efq. and afterward* to Stephen Phcafaut, of Upwood 111 the countv of Huntingdon, 
Efq. Mlrv, by her ( ; tft huf ' id, had ili"ue Stavclcv St.nitun, who took 10 wife Elizabeth daughter of Sir 
Thomas Alfton, of Odd in the county ot Bedford, Bait, and by her had iffue two Ions, Stavtlcv and Fiauci;, 
and o.it dijghtcr Elizabeth ; and, by her fecund hufoand, ,M;ny had ill tie two daughters, Sufamia, who died 
unmarried, and Conftancc, who married John Overton, of Elington in the county ot York, Efq. 

Uftitiarn, the fourth fon of Thomas, wai a divine, .in ! rc'tor of Cullington in the counrv of I.cr- 
ceftcr. He tt>i>k to wife Anne, one of the daughters of Thorn.)* Uabington, of Kothclt tn the cour'ty of Li:- 
Ccftcr, Efq; and by her had iffu. - rive Ions, Thomas, W-Iliaili, Geo-ijc, Arthur, and Babiagton ; ai.d livn 
daus^.tcrs, Catherine, Ann, Margery, that died young, Elizabeth, Maitha, Mary, and Margaicr. 

'Ivtmait cldctt fon of William, took to wife ( ji Dec. i6c&) Mary, one of the daughter of John Onebyc, 
pf H.nckley in the coutity of Lciccftei, E(q; and hv her bad illuc three loin, Th mias William, and George ; 
aid four daughters, M iry married { 107;) to Edinun I Brudencll, Efq; Anne, Chriiluiia, aad Jane. 

H'tlimm, she l.cond Ibn, was a divine, and fucccedcd hi. tathrr in the icctory of Culfington. 

Crerge, the third fim, was twice man led; fit ft, to Anne daughter of Adam Lawrence, yf the ro mtv of 
Cambridge, hut be he. had no iffue ; frcondlv, to Eliza '<;h daughter of John Smith, aldeim.i:i of l.^n.1 n, 
hv whom he had nine two fon*. Geoige, w ho died yo ing, and William ; and tlnec d.u.-incis En,,, >..•:. i, 
untried f Daniel Kiddle, citizen of London ; Jane married to Thomas Wood, rctiner of Lo-».lon ; and Anne. 

i-lkmr, tiic fourth Ion, wai twice married ; liill, to Elizabeth <Uugli:ci ot Green, citucn of Lo.ido.i, 

bv whom he had illuc daughters, Elizabeth and one fon. 

Bttiligttt, the lirth f>n, unmarried in i68i. 

Catifint, the cldert daughter of William, was nurrkd to l"i,mci> Rofi, citi/cn of London, by whom he 
Irid ir one Iba, William. 
fiLn ;t'J '''' '' young. 

/tu«t ss'av married t« John lini, riu/rn <»f London, an. I died uitVuit illuc. 

/•..'ri»*/ro, foiiuh il«'ii:l--r, i:i»:ri- li - IM.-ar.k llayinin, citizen of l^i.-.don, tn.l by him had ilTue tv.o 
f.iiif, I'.'l" ■ h'iI and Wi li.i'n, and >>:> .l.i . •■ .tei. J-Ui/abcth. 

A;«r;c<», th; lifti* dan ;ltn 1 . snai -i.d to •.V'.tl-.o II Jin ci ioid, Kl'q; ci-iv.cn of London, and hid iflue fo :r !•,.•»«, 
U aitti, G-oigt . \\ .Ui.,111, a ad 11 ; .<:■ ,i li> <l iugln.i>, Mary, Aiw, I' . 1 .a'«'ih, M irlha, Cath.niji, .'.!>. v. 

Atarf, t'.ic lia-h «lair;hut, iu.>iu' il f» Ja:u<.» fi.ibalds, oi Clc:ii.'.sl in the county of Hen*, clerk, 
in ! iiad i.'m- i-ar :,nj il. u,-!itei .. 

>>«.-X"'. , ,; >e l< 'tilth H.n'U'-r, i'h ! ntovn . i' 'I. 

X Sir 
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Sir Thom:s Cave, whUh hive been a'ready mentioned io p. 131. The younger Mr. S. Carte 
(an able antiquary ami an tm tient tokitoi) who had a copy 01 Mr. Stavclry'* papers, fa«s of ihrm, 
in a MS. leu ct to Dr. Ducard, March 7, 1751, " Hi» account ot the earls of I.eice.lcr, and of the 
*' great abbey, appear* to have been taken from Dugda'c's Baronage ami Mouairxnn ; btn as to 
44 hit femiment* 10 nipevt to the btuough, I differ with him in ibtnc iimance-. By the clutter 
" t<T erecting and etfal lilh'mg the couit ot record* at Iiice'icr, the election of the lUw.ir.l it grouted 
*' 10 the mayor and court ot a Met men, whi< iikcwiir have thereby a fimttar power h rclrx.-t to .1 
44 bailiif for exfCi"it-£ 'heir writ*. Hut attcrwatds \'\z. Dec. ro, 7 Jao. I. tiic grtat cat I of Hun- 
" tin^don h -"iving been a confulcrablc benctaftor to Leiccllcr, the o>'porati>>n came t> a refolution « f 
*• granting to him and hi* heirs a right ot nominating alternately to the tllke of Reward and bailifF, 
'* and e« ecu ted a bond under their common fcal. in the penalty of one thousand pound}, for enfoicing 
" the execution of their grant. And as John Major, c'q. was ticked by the court ot aide men to 
" facceed Mr, Staveley [in December 1684]) I inter that Stamky was nominated by the eail of Hun- 
" tingdnn, and confirmed by the aldermen, in pursuance of the grant abovementioncd.'* 

((; j Mr. WcUUd, who was born in l.eicerterfhire, received the rudiments ot bit education in Weft, 
minuer fchool, where be wrote the celebrated little poem called Appk Pie," which was univerfaily 
attributrti ro the facetious Dr. King, and at fuch has been incorporated in the lull edition ot his w;irk«. 
Very early i.i life Mr. Weltted obtained a ptacc in the fecretary of Hate's office by the inteiell ot hi 
friend the earl of Clare, to whom, in 1-15, he addreued a fmall poem, (which Jai.m calls «' u vcr. 
*• good enc)" on hit being created duke of Ncwcaillc ; a id ro whom in 17:4 he dedic/cd an o. ttv . 
volume, under the title ol 44 Epiitlct, Odes, &c. written on ttver il Subjcctj ; with a Translation of Lot, 
minus's " TrratXe on the Sublime." In 1717 he wrote " The Genius, on occafioii of the Duke ot 
Marlborough') Apoplexy;" an ode much commended by Steele, and fo generally admt'cd as to be 
attributed t-> AdJifon ; and afterwards an Epillle to Dr. Garth, on the Dukc't death. He addiciTcd a 
poem to the Couniefs of Warwick, on her Marriage with Mr. AdJifon ; a Poetical Epillle p> the Di ke 
of Chandos; at:d an Ode to Earl Cadogan, w hich was highly extolled by Dean Sturdier. Sir R-'chard 
Steele «?s indebted to him for both the Prologue and Epilogue to «« The Conlciout lovtr*;" and 
Mr. Philips fur a complimentary poem on his 1 ragedy of 44 Humirey Duke ot Gloucetter." In 1718 
he wrote 44 The Triumvirate, or a lettrr in vcrfe from Palemon to Cclia from Bath," which was 
coBudered as a fatirc againlt Mr. Pope. He wrote fevcral other occafional pieces againft this gentleman, 
who, in recoinpcnce of hi* enmity, thus mentioned him in hit Dunciad, in a Parody upon Denham's 
Cooper's Hill: 

44 Flow, Welded, flow! like thine infpirer, beer; 

Though liale, not ripe; though thin, yet never clear; 
44 Sofweetly mawkiih, and fo fmoothly dull; 
44 Heady, notflrung; o'erflowiog, though not full." 

In 1 726 he publimtd a comedy called " The DiiTemblcd Wanton, or, My Son get Money.* 
In the Notes on the Dunciad, N. 207. it is faid, 44 He writ other thing* which we canuot remember.. 
44 S-nedley, in his Metamorphofi* of Scriblcrus, mentions one, the Hymn of a Gentleman to his Creator : 
44 And there was another in praife either of a cellar, or a garret. l„ W. characterized in the rji«l B*9vr, 
44 :>r i'iC An of Sinking, as a Didappcr, and after as an Eel, is laid to be this |>er(on, by Denim, Daily 
Journal of May it, 1728." He was alio characterized under the title of another animal, a mule, by 
the author of a limilc, which was handed about at the fame time, and which i* prefcrved in the no:c* 
oa the Dunciad. 

In another no e, ID. 169. it is recorded that he r ceived at one time the fu<n of five hundred pound* 
for fecret fervice, among the other excellent authors hired to write anonytnoufly f r the minillry. See 




to corop -UM.I this, he eivillv became a member of bath, and, after hating pifltd fume time at the one, 
44 he reorovcJ 10 i'ie othtr. Froin tlv-nce he rctU'ned to t uvn, where he became the dirl ng cxpefta'irn 
" at all the poire writers, win 'e encouragement he acknowledged in his cealioiva! poems, in a nun- 
44 net that will make no fmall part of t'ir u ■ e ct his pro'e.'Ws. I: allu appears from his works, t'.iat 
• 4 -ae h»> iia, 1 y in the pauotiagc of the mo:\ iilu'.lrious charafters of the prefcnt age. E coutaged by 

•• fuch 
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m fiich a C tmbination In hi* farour, he publifhed a book of poems, foroe in the 0»idi.in, fome i i the 
" Horatiao manner, in b>tb which ihe null exquili'e judges pronounced he even rivaled his mailer?. 
" Hit love verfes have refcued that way ot writing from contempt. In traiidationt he has given in the 
" very foul and fpirit of hit authors. His odes, his epill'cs, bis verfei, his lovc-takf, all ate the mull 
* 4 peneft things in all poetry.** If this pleafant reprefeuuiion of our auih jr'i abilities werejuft, it 
would fcem no wonder, if ihe two uniierfitivs {hotild drive with each other tor the honour of his edu- 
cation ; but it is certain the world hath not coincided with this opinion. Our auih ", however, does 
not appear to luve been a mean poet; he had certainly from nature, a good genius, but, alter he 
came to town, he became a votary to pleafure ; and the applaufcs of hit friends, which tanght him to 
overvalue his talents, perhaps flackened his diligence, and, by making him truft fulcly to nature, flight 
the aiTiftancc of art. Prefixed to the collection of hit poems it a Diflenation concerning the l'ci tectiun 
of the Englilh Language, the State of I'octrv, 4c. 

Mr. Wchlcd married a daughter of Mr. henry Purcell, who died in 1724 ; and by whom he had one 
daughter, who died at the age of 18, unmarried. His fecond wife, who furvived him, was lifter to 
Sir Hovedco Walker, and to BiOiop Walker the defender of Londonderry. He had a place in the office 
of ordnance, and a houfe in the Tower of London, where he died about the year 1749. 

7. Anthont Grey, tenth Earl of Kent. 

THIS worthy peer, who fucceeded to the title of earl of Kent whilft reflor of 
Burbach, was born at Brancepeth, in the bilhoprick of Durham, his grandfather 
Anthony Grey, efq. being invited thither to enjoy the company of his friend and 
kinfman the earl of Wefhnorland, as Dr. Fuller relates in his Worthies of England. 
And when he became rcflor of Burbach *, he preached constantly, and kept an 
Itofpitablc houfe for the poor, according to his eftate ; and after his acceffion to 
the title of earl of Kent, he did not in the leaft degree difdain the fociety of the 
clergy, neither did he abate in the conftancy of his preaching, fo long as he was 
able to be led up into the pulpit. He was fummoned as a peer to parliament, but 
cxcufexl himfelf by realon of indilpofition and age. Such was his humility and 
fancVuy, that he was truly reverenced by all who knew him. Me married Magda- 
len, daughter of William Purefoy, of Caldeoote in Warwicklhire, efq. by whom 
he had iflue five fons, viz. Henry, John, Job, a divine, who had a daughter 
Mary y , married to Thomas Bearcroft of Coventry, gent, whole widow fhe died 
29 July, 1717, a3cd 60, and is buried in St. Michael's church, Coventry; Thco- 
philus X, who died 30 March 1675;, aged 74, and is buried at Flitton ; and Na- 
thaniel : as alio five daughters, Lady Grace, married to James Ward, of Hucklc- 
fcot Grange, in Leiccilerfhirc, efq. Lady Magdalen to John Brown, of Srrerton, 
in Derbyshire, efq. Lady Chriftian, to the reverend Mr. Burdet, rector of the 

church ol Burton Noverey, in Lciccfterfhire ; Lady Patience, to Wood, 

of Lubenham, in the faid county of Lekcfler i aud Lady Prifcilla. And his lord- 

'* " Anthony, prandfon of Anthony, third fon of George carl of Kent, is drawn in black [at Wrtft 
houfe], with his hand on a W>k : a meagre ptrlbn.igc. He w»i lurprucl w ith the pecratre at his patfona^c 
of Bin Irach, in the rounry of I.ciccftcr, where he lived in holpiulity, and the full discharge of that grtVt 
chitafter, a good parifh pi itlt. Ho fummoned to pailtpuneiu, bur preferred the dutv to- which he 
fiift called; never twiild foifakc hi^ t'cnk, and wasiburicd among them in 164}. His wife, Mai/Ulm 
Fuiel'oy, is rcprcfcntcd a half-length, litting with a bo«\ in her han.l, a;i-l a l<v<g muthcrlv black pci>.< .1 - •>•( 
on her luad." IVi.aiint's Journey ft ;:n ("li.'fltr, p. 3 \, ; .imJ fu. I'iiIIm , \\'ot thjc%, p. 199. 

; Ti:oma%'s edition of Dujdalc's Wsrwicklhue, 1. rol. jOj. 

; I.'- NtvcS Monalticun Antrlicoiic:!:, vol. V. p. 141. 

X 2 flli|» 



Digitized by Google 



i 6 APPENDIX TO THE 

(hip deponing this life, 1643, xpas buried in the chancel of his church at Burbacb, 
where the following epitaph perpetuates his memory: 



Hoc 



" »-»■-'.»*.» — ■ MUX . 111* B ~..1.t, (> 

tV.drxore ii» com' Warwick, clquite. 
November, anno D'ni 1643, in. 



T« the pioni memirv of 
tl.r. Ric;' I ilnr. 1 '- Antitony c;t.ey lest; Katie of Kent, Lord Hasting*. 
W wsHiSU, mi! Lord Gk:-.y of Rl'THlN, Lord of this Manor, Paifon aad 
P<tt?on of rhi < lVrilh ; iminc it foi I J ;« tit-, Charity, Humilitv, Contempt 
of the Weill'., hnd 4 LLmckfic Convci fat '.on, a con(l.;nt and fa tiit'iiltc 
Prt.'.chcr of thi- Gofptll of Jesvs C UKI-.T even to his extre.itnc nlil 
are, \'--\ for ft-mc ycar>-k -iftcr h<- Katie of KtM, I)V dilcmt from 
K I) :.: < > .v i) Obey, lirli of that name Earle of Kent, (vi>.) fonn and 
liusc of Geo mce Gkt-.y, fonn and luirc of Anthony Gtf Y, fi'nn of 
GtoRCE !ate Eailcbf Ki : t. fonn and hciic of the fame Ei.le Edmond: 
• And to the reli^iou* ir.emorv of 

The Rifflit IIonW« Macpai.en Coun'.clfe or Ken l his relict, daughter 
cf Wll.r.Md PUREFOY of 

lft < Jitd the 9th r\iy of Move 

the i-6 yean of his a.s;e : 
! She died the to day of April, ar.r.o D'tii 1653, in 

the Si yeart of her i^c: 
*' and lie both underneath inrrrrid. 

They had yflue living at his death ill ' ry, i'uwc ^treated ; who fuccccdcd 
him in all his iioncurs , Job, TltFOPHlt.es, and 
Nathaniel: and five, dan: User*, Ghai-i, Macdalen, 
Christian, Patience, and Priscii.la. 

, By Amabelia * Countcflc Dowager of Kent, ntcA of 

the laid Earlc Henry fonn and" hcirc of this earle Anthony^ 

Devoiurm" 

* Amibelli, furnamed, from her fnperemipTt virtues, Tbr f atJ Cntrfi -/ K'nf, wm di-jjhter of Sir Anilwwy Ben, of 
Surrey, Lot. Rieordcrof London. She wat fifft mimed 10 Antl-ony Fane, efo,. third fo.i of r\a. cis e»rl of \Vcflnior»- 
land ; and was ifteiwa dv the ficond lady of Hrnry e»rl of Kcnr, who d'td in 1651, and to whom ihe caufed a miM'ument 
to be e reeled Jt Flittnn in BedlordJhiie. There it a picture of her it \V'rc!r, in blacli ar.d ermine, full curled hair, and 
a kerchief over her neck, XT. 60, 1675, by Lely. Her bulband ii in hit robei with * fault beard and wbiQtrn, painted 
by Gloflcrotan ; .tt. 5), 1643. Sir Ant'iony Ben, in hoary ihort hair, quilled ruff, red drtfi laced with black. His Udy tn 
black, ■ kerchief, and curled \it.t. The maufoleum of ihe Grey* adjoint ro the chorch of Plitton, about a mile and a half 
from the houfe. It confrfts of a center and four wingt. Io one is the tomb of Henry the fifth earl of Kent, and hi*, 
counted Mary, daughter of Sir Gr«rge Cotton of Cumbcrmcrr, Chelfcue : both are in robei, and pair.lcd ; bcth tecum - 
bent, with uplifted hands* bit beard long and fquare,_hii ruff quill-d. Henry earl of Kent, and hii ficond lady, the 

r Virtues, on < 



gfod council, rrpofe in another wing, with Juflicr, Temperance, and niher Vittuei, on each fide. Both arc reprefented 
in white marble, recumbent, and both in robei. Il'i beard it fmat!, hii !ip wh;<kercd ; one hi. id is 00 hit brralt, the other 
on his fwcrd. She it drcfled in an unr.raceful pair of lliyi ; her hinds befo.e, holding her robes; her neck nurds her 
ha r curled, »nd enormooily bnlhy. He died in i6;i ; (tie fintihcd her eicelleut life in 1693, agrd n'nety-twn. Her 
< fitaph fpeikt her defer ti : 11 Here lyes the Right MnuWe Amab el t. a, lite cuintcfs dowager of Km r, entombed by 
4 * her dear lord Henrv earl of Kent, to ftgnifir her refntntion to dye with him to the reft of ye wodd, and to live after 
" fo great a loft only 10 God, tr the inteieft of this noble family. This (he made good, by her cicmpliry P'f'y St r«j» 
" lar devotion in her ehippel ; whereto Ihe obliged all hrr dnfnellukt, every morning ac evening, to attend her. And, 
" furviving her own mnnomem 45 yean, (he hid time to nifc to hcrfelf a m-rre lading one, by relroein|; the fortune of 
•' this illudtiojt fimily, which Ihe fonnd under an eclipl'e, to near the height of it's ancient fpleodoc. Tint fhr etLfled 
" by her wile rnmluet k lirjc aciuilioons, at by the adviutijf' Hit di»pt.f*l 01 her ooljr fon Amtkovs- rati of Kcmt, in 
" mirr.age will, Miry, fole diughler and hcirc'fs of the R' HouWe Jrlm lord Lucai, baron of Shcrti. id, in Etlix. Tb 
" the ccocerni of her < hil lrcn 4i grandchil.lren <lie co.-.fiued her thought! ; It (tied her rclidcrtie at W«? »t, their ufuil 
" fe.t: whivh the wendcifully unproved imhellilhed ; contirmlly adding to the profit or ornament of the i»li e, unt I 
death (tenily joz'd her, Auf, 11 t7'l', 160^, in the 91* year of her »ge ; ic wat here interred by tlie R< H«i Me Anthony 
" earl 01 Kent r ;ft du:iiul Ion ; «hn wocld hiv<? csufed this tu be enp.rireo, hid not 1 fuJtlen death pre»ri ted Inn:; 
" hot it « j» ali<-i wai i"t iKifoim.'J, 'n due ickno* Icil^mrnt nf her gn 11 b-nrTieence, tt 10 pc r(i>ne In 1 hil nnry tti ill 
•« !m paler t;., by her gutdfer, HemiY Duke ol Kf.NT." l*c mint' Journey fiumClicllcr,| -p. 3S6. jSS. 593 4?!. 

7 8. Sir 
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8. Sir Henry Ftrebracb. 

THE anceftors of this familv are fuppofed to be Normans, and it is prefumcd, 
derived their name from Ftcr h brat, which is, itrong of arm. When they firft 
came into England, or under what reign, cannot now be determined ; bnt by the 
following extras out of the records in the Tower *, it appears they were very early 
fcated in this kingdom : 

Clauf. $3 H. I1L m. 2. 

Rex conceffit Wahcro Ferebras, quod quandocunq; comigerit tallagium aflideri 
In civitate London, non tallictur ultra dimidiam marcam fine ipecioli prccepto regis: 
ct mandattim eft majori & vie. London, quod prcdiclum Walterum ultra dimidiam 
marcam non tallierit vel talliari perraittanc : telle rege apud WefUn. xxviij die De- 
cembris, anno, &c. xxxiij*. 

Clauf. 28 E. I. m. 6. in Cedula. 

Rex jufliciariis fuis de banco falur<rm. Sciatis quod Roberrus Ferebras, de Wy- 
linton, fuit in fervicio noftro, per prccept-im noflrum, die Sabbati in craflino S. 
Johis Bapciftx proximo prxterico, ita quod eo die imerelTe hon potuit loquela quae 
eft coram vobis per breve noflrum, inter Nicholaum filium Johis de Hullccrombe pe- 
tcntem, & prjcfatum Hobertum tcneutem, dc uno meiruagio quinq; virgatis & quin- 
decira acris terra cum ptincntiis in Wylington : et ideo vobis mandamus, quod pre- 
di&us Robertus, propter abfentiam fuam, quoad diem ilium, quoad hoc warantiza- 
raus: telle rege apud vi° die Novembris. 

Par. 1 H. IV. p. 8. m. 41. p Infpex* 

Ric' Dei gfa rex Angliac- & Franc' & tfnus Hiberoiae omnibus in falutcm. Scia- 
tis quod de gratia r.oftra fpeciali, & pro bono fervicio quod dileltus armiger noftcr 
Fiercbras, de Vertainge, tarn progenitoribus noflris quam nobis iinpendit & no- 
bis impendet in f'uturum, conceffimus cidem Fiercbras quadraginta marcas percipi- 
endas fingulis annis ad fcaccariu noflru, ad terminos S. Michis & Pafche p equales 
portiones, ad terminum vica? predidU Fiercbras. In cujus — T. meipfo, apud Wcftra', 
vij° die Julii, a° regni nri xx°. 

In the Vifhation of LcidteruSirc, anno 1682 -f, the pedigree begins with Ro- 
bert Firebrace, of the town and borough of Derby, gent, who died 164.5, having 
ilTue by Sufanna, daughter of John Hierome, of London, merchant, lix fons and 
a daughter, Rebecca, married to Thomas Mofcley, of Loughborough, in com. 
Lciceft. gent. Of the fons, Robert died unmarried ; Bryan without iffue ; Samuel 

• Communica'cd t» Mr. G>Ilins by the late Sir Cordrll Firebrace, bart. 

\ Fiom >he information oi the late Sir Cotdcll Firebrace, Bart, which ii exa<fily the fame with the 
peJig-ee in Ix Nc»e'» MSS. vol. III. p. 30c. which he fay* i* copied from tlut unJci tbc hiti.! of 
Henry Ball, cfq. Wiodfor heraU\ i*2i. 

died 
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died unmarried ; John died alfo unmarried ; Benjamin died without iflue ; and Hen- 
ry was the fixth and youngeft fon. 

Henry Firebrace, Efq. was chief clerk of the kitchen to King Charles I. He was 
a gentleman very faithful and ferviceable to his majefty in his greateft diftrefles; who, 
when the king was confined in Carifbrook Caflle, in the Ifle of Wiphr, engaged with 
Mr. Barrow, Mr. Titus, and Mr. Creffer, to deliver his majefty from that noifomc 
confinement, and for that purpofe provided a veflcl, and laid horfes in proper 
places, and ufed their utmoft endeavours to effec"l it, though without fuccefs. The 
particulars of this memorable affair we find related in the Life of Dr. Barwick *; and 
as it is curious in itfelf, and does honour to the family, we (hall here give it at 
Urge : «« Mr. Henry Firebrace, a gentleman of a very ancient family, of Stoke 
" Golding, in Leiceftcrlhire, at leaft that was afterwards his feat. How remarks* 
" bly ferviceable he was to his majefty, in his greateft diftrefs, appears both from 
" the feveral letters which paffed between them, on the fubject of his majefty's in- 
" tended efcape, which are infertcd at the end of this narrative, and particularly 

from his majefty's giving it in charge to Bifhop Juxod, the very day before he 
" was murthered, to recommend him to the prince, afterwards King Charles II. as 
" having been a perfon very faithful and ferviceable to him in his greateft cxtre- 
" mitics and moft ftrifr imprifonments, and therefore fit to be employed and en- 
" trufted by him ; which was certified under that good bifhop's own hand, when 
" afterwards archbifliop of Canterbury, Nov. 25, 1661, as appears by a copy of 
"that certificate, alfo printed after the letters i which, at the inftancc of my 
'« worthy friends, William Hurion, of Long Melford, iu Suffolk, Efq. fince then 
" deceafed, and the Rev. Mr. John Jeffery, was moft obligingly communicated to 
" me, together with copies of the letters above mentioned, by Charles Firebrace, 
*' of Melford Hall, Lfq. the worthy grandfon of Sir Henry, faithfully tranicribed 
" by Mr. Jclfery from the originals in Mr. Firebracc's hands. It was no doubt 
" upon this royal recommendation, that long before this certificate thereof, bears 
" date, that loyal gentleman attended upon King Charles II. in his exile: upon 
*' the Melioration he was made Sir Henry Firebrace, and clerk of the kitchen to his 
*' majeftv, which poft he enjoyed all that and the next reign; but not complying 
" with th • Revolution, retired then from court, and died about four years after ; 
" leavtrv^ two funs, Dr. Henry Firebrace, fometime fellow of Trinity College in 
" Cambridge, a;id Sir Bafil Firebrace, Bart, now living, father of the right hon. 
«' t'-ic coimrefs dowager of Denbigh, and of Charles Firebrace, Efq. above men- 
" tioned, who had the honour to have King Charles II. for h's godfather, and to 
" ivhom I take r.'iis opportunity of returning my humble thanks, not only for the 
" co.nmunici'.ii.Hi of thofe invaluable letters, which he had from the doctor, his un- 
«• cle, who made him his heir ; but fjr that moft obliging manner in which he 
" was pleafed to do ir, fending a fervant up to London, on purpofe to fetch 
" them down from among his papers here, and have them tranferibed for my ufe. 

• EngUft Life of Dr. Barwick, pp. 87 to 91. 

"The 
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" The account of this attempt, and the unhappy occafion of its mi (carnage, will 
** from his majefty's own letters, and that worthy gentleman's, concerned therein, 
" (l:ttcrs I. II. &c.) appear in fomewhat a different light from what we have in 
" my lord Clarendon's Htltorv and others that were wrote from him. The turn of 
*• that noble hiftori art's account is this, that captain Rolph, one of the agitators, 
" and a creature of Cromwell's, having imparted to Mr. Oftrjrne, the king's gen- 
u tleman uthcr, his defign againft his mijelty's life; and in order to the execu- 
" tion of ir, which he defpaired of during the king's confinement in the lfle of 

Wight, invited Osborne to aflift him in conniving his uujefty's efcape, and Of- 
*' borne, by the king's approbation, joining with Rolph to contrive it, when his ma- 
" jefty had privately fawed the bar of the window in hinder, and all things being now 
** ready, the night was appointed for executing the defign : his ma jefty coining to the 
"window, at midnight, and putting himfclf out, difccrncJ more pcrl'ons to (land 
** thereabout than ufed to do, and thence fufpected fome dilcovery, (hut the win- 
" dow, and retired to bed. And this (fays his lord/hip) was all the ground of a dif- 
" courfe, which then flew abroad, as if the king had got half out at die window, 
" and could neither draw his body after nor get his head back, and fo was com- 
*' pelled to call out for help; which was a mere fiction. (Hilt. vol. 111. p. 233.) 
M How far that report was a mere fiction, will be feen by and by : it is true, the 
** king's letters fay nothing of his majclty's (licking in the window j but for all 
" that it is mod evident from thofc letters, that my lord Clarendon's account of this 
*' matter was not all the gTound of that report ; for in the firft of them, the king 
" fays exprefsly, that the narrown;f$ of the window was the only impediment of 
** his efcape ; and Mr. Echard fays as exprefsly, that his majefty endeavoured to 
" get out of his window by a cord, but unfortunately (luck in the window, and 
" that it was with great difficulty he got back again, as Firebrace (fays he) informs 
" us in hk memoir-!. (Hift. vol. II. book 2. ch. 5. p. 647.) But then he fays no- 
*' thing of fawing the bar of the window ; but makes this a different attempt from 
M that wherein Kolph was concerned, and the bar cut \ and in his account of the 
u mifcarriage of this latter, follows my lord Clarendon, faying that fome difco- 
** very was made by thole concerned in it, fo that if his majefty had proceeded, 
** he would have been (hot dead by one Rolph, a bloody captain, got ready for 
" that purpofe. The memoirs quoted by Mr. Echard are Sir Henry Fircbrace's, 
" directed by way of a letter to Sir George Lane, Km. fecretary to the duke of 
" Ormond, faid in rhe title (I know not by what blunder) to be written by Mr. Tho- 
" mas Firebrace, clerk of the kitchen to his majefty King Charles II. and to bear 
** date at Whitehall, July 21, 1675, though the name fubferibed to the letter 
«• be Henry Firebrace, and the date July 24, 1675. The running title of the 
** letter, indeed, is partly Mr. Thomas, and partly Mr. Henry Fircbrace's memoirs; 
44 but in the general rule of that collection of memoirs, viz. Sir Thomas Herbert's, 
" Major Huntington's, and Colonel Edward Coke's, with which this letter was 
u publilhed, in 8vo. 1702; this is called Mr. Henry Firebracc's Memoirs: I fup- 
«« pofe it mould be Sir Henry, for that gentleman muft have been knighted long 

before the date of this letter. The account he gives therein of' this matter is, 

«• he 
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" he fays, what his eyes and cars were acquainted with, for that he then attended 
" his majefty as one of the pages of his bed-chamber. He had the honour, it Teems, 
" to be known to the king, by fevcral fervices he had done him in the time of 
'* the treaty at Uxbridge, at Oxford, and other places; and, being at Newcaftle 
" when the Scots delivered his majefty to the Englifli, and new fervants were put 
" about him, by his majefty's direction he applied to fome of the commiflloners, 
" and prevailed to be admitted to that port; in which, attending his majefty in 
** his confinement, he found means to concert with him feveral methods of efcape. 
*' One, he fays, was, that his majefty fliould come out of his bed chamber win- 
" dow, which having found wide enough for his head, his majefty concluded 
** would not be too narrow for his body, and therefore rejected his propofal of 
" making it a little wider, for fear that ftiould occarion a difcovery. Mr. Worf- 
" Icy (the late Sir Edward), Mr. Richard Ofboroe, above mentioned, and Mr. 
" John Newland, of Newport, were all engaged in the fecret, and very faithful, 
*' the two former waiting on horfeback beyond the counterfcarp, with a good 
" horfe, Sec. for his majefty, to carry him to Newland's boat that was ready, and 
" Mr. Ftrcbrace prepared to receive him, as he was to let hirafelf down by a cord 
w from the window, and conduct him crofs the court (no centinel being in the 
" way) to the £reat wall of the caftle, and thence let him down on a flick by a 
*' long cord. The fignal given, his majefty put himfelf forward, but then too 
late found himfelf miftaken, he (ticking faft between his breaft and flioulders, 
*' and not able to get forward or backward ;' but that at the inftant before he en- 
" deavoured to get our, he mirtruftcd, and tied a piece of his cord to a bar of 
*' the window within, by means whereof he forced himfelf bark. This is the ac- 
*' count of an ear-witnefs, one that was near enough to hear the king groan while 
" he ftuck, and when by a light, which his majefty, on his retiring, fet in the 
" window, be law what he had heard, that the defign was broken, he gave notice 
*' thereof to thofe without, by throwing ftones to them from the high wall, by 
" which he was to have let his majefty down, lb that they went off, anil no difco- 
41 very was made. This attempt thus failing, Mr- Fircbrace fent for files and aqua 
" fortis, from London, to make the pallage more eafy, and to help in other de- 
u (jgns which he propofed ; his majefty, in the fame letter to him where be men- 
" tii>netf the narrownefs of the window to have been the only impediment of his ef- 
** cap--, having added that therefore fome inftrutnent mull be had to remove the 
" bar; the prosecution of wb'ch defign is the chief fubjeft of the following letters, 
*• till io that M° VII. his majefty acquaints Mr. Fircbrace, that nothing could be done 
" without taking away the middle bar; and while they were concerting that and 
"other methods for his efcape, Hammond was direct. d from above to have a 
** c ireful eye <>n ihof; about the king, which occasioned Mr. Itiebrace and others 
" to be dilmifled ; and in Mr. Firebiace's abfencc that niher attempt was made, 
*' of which my lord Clarendon gives account, and confounds it with the former, of 
11 which it iecms he had never heard. Vet Dr. Perrinchicf, in his Life of that 
*' IVince, p. 72, exprefdy mentions two attempts for his deliverance, by thofe 
u fetvants whom the parliament had placed about him, the tall, that in which 

" Holph 
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" Rolph was concerned, who waited to kill his majefty as he fltould defcend from 
" his chamber. Indeed that author feems to have taken the account from thefc 
** memoirs of Sir Henry Firebracc, to which he gate fo much credit, as to men- 
" tion fe?eral other particulars from thence ; when yet their authority feems to 
" have wanted that fupport which his worthy grandfon has now enabled me to give 
" them from the king's own original letters. 

" Here follow the letters between King Charles I. ondcr his confinement in the 
«* Ifle of Wight, and Mr. (afterwards Sir Henry) Firebrace, before referred to •. 

Number I. 

" SINCE I fee that A c . cannot ftay, you molt take the more care to fettle 
" the intelligence between my friends and me at London ; to which end I hope 
" you have Ihewn the packet to F 4 . I have written to \V e . but it is only to re- 
" fer him to you : wherefore let him know that the narrownefs of the window was 
" the only impediment of my efcape, and therefore that fome inftrument muft be 
" had to remove the bar, which I believe is not hard to get ; for I have feci* 
"many, and fo portable that a man might put them in his pocket, and yet of 
" force fufficient to do more than this comes to ; I think it is called the endkfi 
" fcrew, or the great force. Likewifc acquaint him with thofe other ways that 
" were in difcourfe among us; defiring him upon the whole matter (as well upon 
" his own as other men's inventions) to give his judgement, which is the moil pro- 
** bable way to effeel this bufinefs. 

** I (hall difpatch all my letters this night, to wit, four : that with the French 
" fupcrfcription is for my wife, and you are only to deliver it into Withcring's of- 
«• fice, before Thurfday at night, as a merchant's letter for France : that which is 
" directed to Mr. John Pile, is for W f . that all in cyphers is for Dr. Fraifer; and 
" the fourth is for Low the merchant, to whom alfo you mud give thofe things 
" that I have figned, and tell him, that he muft not make ufe of them but ao 
«• cording to fuch directions as he will find in my letter to him. 

" Except you have more than I, there is no need of altering more letters thnn 
" I have done; if you can, let me fpeak with you this night at the chink. Jc. 

*' You fee that I am better than my word ; but, however, I defire to fpeak with 
«« you* if it were but to know, whether or not you under ft and all my directions." 

Number II. 

" I Shall not fail to make L *. finiftt the bar ; and you Jhall have a full dif- 
" patch from to>morrow : I have the aqua fortis, but can find no (lockings ; where- 
" fore do not forget to give me them to-morrow. j 

• Appendix fo Dr. Barwick's Life, p. jlo, and following paget. k Henrv Firebracc. 

1 Mr. Francij Creflet. < Mr. Abraham Doacetu « Captain Titui. 1 Ibid. 

• The King. . • Henry Firtbnc*. * Mr. Richard Oifcarne. *TheKi«jr. 

Y Nura- 
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Number III. 

. 

" Mr. Firebrace's letter to the King. 

"SIR, 

" THE duke of York is gone away, whither it w not known j but he is cer-. 
" tainly gone, on Friday night laft : I hope you will not he long after him. Thiti 
" night I have thought of a new projec>, which, by the grace of God, will efleft 
'* your bufinefs. It is this: in the back (lairs window are two cafemcnts, in each 
" two bars; one of the bars in that next the door (hall be cut, which will give 
" you way enough to go out. 1 am certain the top of the hill comes within a yard 
" of the cafement ; fo that you may eafily ftep out, and creep clofe to the wall, till 
'« you come to a hollow place (which you may obferve as you walk to-morrow), 
" where with eafe you may go down, and fo over the out-works. If you like this 
" way, it fhall be carried on thus : Hen. C-fhall cut the bar, and do up the gap 
" with wax or clay, fo that it cannot be perceived ; I have already made it look 
" at the top; fo that, when you intend your bufinefs, you (hall only pull it, and it 
" will come forth. You muft fup late, and come up fo foon as you have fupped. 
" Put off your Geo. and on your grey (lockings ; and upon notice to be giyen you , 
" by H. C. come into the back (lairs, and fo ftep out. We (hall meet you, and 
** conduct you to your horfos, and from thence to the boat. 1 have told him of it, 
" and he will undertake if, therefore pray leave fome of your files, that he may 
" try to-morrow when you are at bowls. If you think to try this way, I believe 
" it not neceflary to tell any elfe of it befides Z \ 

«* You keep intelligence with fomebody that betrays you j for there is a letter of 
" yours fent to the governor,- from Derby houfe (in characters), wherein you ex- 
" prefs in words at length, that though they do remove Titus, Doucett, and Fire- 
" brace, yet you defpair not of your bufinefs, or to that purpofe. Therefore pray 
" think to whom you writ fuch a letter, and be careful: God knows what hurt 
" this may do. I (hall have a note to you. from W b . to-morrow. O e . 

" If you like this way, return the note with your fenfe." 

The King's anfwer at the bottom. 

** Let none know of this way, but only Z 4 . -only we muft be fure that horfes- 
« be ready oo the other fide of the water.- J V 

Number fV. 

" I Do extremely like of your neweft way ; for if you can make me room enough 
** to go out at the window you mention, I warrant you, by the grace of God, that 
" I (hall get down the hill, and over the works, well enough. But I pray, for my 
" fatisfaclion, give me the breadth of k when one bar will be taken away, that 
«' I may be fure not to (lick : and great care muft be bad that the filing be not 

• Mr. Ed. Wordey, l*te Sir Edwird, in the Ifle of Wigfcb » Captain Tkai. 

• Hwiry Firebracc. * Ed, Worfley. • The Xing. * Henry Firebnwe. 

«dif. 
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" difcorcrcd ; which if you do, T {hall not much fear any thing clfe. I have 
f begun ray bar, and make no doubt to cfFcft it without being perceived ; but for 
" the time, I cannot yet tell. As for that fuppofed letter of mine, which has been 
W feDt to the governor, there can be no fuch : for firft, 1 never lulpcfted that W *. 
" D b . nor F c . mould be fent away before Sunday was feveonight, Once when 1 
" made but one. difpatch, wherein I remember I wrote two letters in cyphers, in 
" one of which I made no mention at all of any one of you ; and in the other, 
•' which was to my wife, if I faid any thing of W d . or D e . (for I am fure 1 faid 
" nothing of F f .) it was in cypher, and not to that purpofe that you are tolcf. 
" But it is poiEble that the rogue Witherings hath difcovered how I fuperfcribe 
" to my wife, and hath fent one of them to the committee : wherefore I defire you 

to enquire, to fee if I have not guefled right, and not to fend that letter you have 
" of mine for -my wife to the poft-houfe, but either to Dr. Fraifer or my lady Car- 
*' lifle, with a caution not to truft the poftmafters. For the duke of York's journey, 

ferioufly I know nothing of it, but what you have told me ; but I pray God fend 
w him a happy journey. J s. 

" If you can cut the bar unperce'ived, queftionlefs this lafl way is the beft •, and 
«' therefore I have returned your paper and forae files j but I keep fome for my 
44 .bar : give me an anfwer to this by night if you can." 

Number V. 

* D\ 23 April. 

" I Pray what's the reafon I had nothing this night from W '. nor you ! for I 

* would be glad to know in what order he hath left bufinefs \ at leaft, if he hav« 
** forgotten, I deGrc you to remember to let me know what directions are left 
" with Q. F k . and Z '. that I may govern myfelf accordingly. 

" I hope this day at dinner you under flood my looks j for the foldier I told 
" you ot, whofe looks I like, was then there in a white night-cap, and, as I 
«• thought, you took notice of him. To-raorrow I will begin to try the bar, and 
*' at night I will give you fome account of it. In the mean time I hope to find 

* foraething from you to-morrow morning, when 1 come in from walking, in an- 

* fwer to this note J 



Number VI. 

" D ". 

"I Defire you firft to remember to leave perfed inftruclions with L°. and 
•J F r. how to fend my letters to London, and to receive anfwers from thence, 



* Ca;,.tain Titus. » Henry Fircbrace. « Abraham i 

* Captain Tito*. * Henry Fircbrace 1 Abraham Doucetr. « The King. 
h Henry Firebrace. ' Captain Titus. * Abraham Doucett. 
•Ed.Worflcy. -TfceKim?. 

■ Henry Fircbrace. • "Richard Osborne. * Abraham Dou< 
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" without fufpicion; to this end I think it beft, that the outward covers of all 
" your difpatches fhould be directed to fome honeft townfman of Newport, that 
" may be truftcd with fo mach as the conveyance of letters, and he to advtrrife 
*' hither when he has any letters; and by this means onr packets will never ruit 
" the hazard of falling into the governor's fingers. Bc-fides, when yoti' fend 1 any ex* 
" prefs, »?ree of fomc token, either by word or writing, whefeby to know him 
" fr<»m a knave. 

' Of my letters to enrry to London (with thof: 'fiat t give you this day) you 
will have one to my wife, one to my lady Carlifle, one to W. L. one to A*. 
" rvo to N H . and two to O*. For the firft, you (hall do well to alk advice how 
" u may be fafcly fent over to France, and enquire well whether or not Wither- 
" ;n,^s hath played the knave. Thole to O d . concern yourfelf; wherefore none 
"clic mult deliver them. I would alfo have yourfelf the deliverer of thofe to 
" X e . becau'.c rhey arc arc of fome concernment, and demand an- aofwen, efpeci- 
" ally to the laft. For the reft, fo that the parties have them,, it matters not much. 
" by whom} yet it were not amifs, if yourfelf gave them to my lady CarliOe. 

" Now as to my main bufmefs ; be careful to make L f . rightly to underftand 
" the delign of the bicfc-ftairs window, as likewife that other of my wiedow, thar 
I may leave or chufe as I fee occfiaon.. Alfo you rauft remember W to lay> 
horfes on the other fide the water, and let me know when and where; nor 
" let that be long a-Joing ; for k were a woeful thing to lofc an opportunity here 
* for want of preparation there. As for thofe other defigns you told me of, I leave 
thofe to your managing,, only promiilng you exact fecrecy therein, and expecting 
" an account from you. So much for the affirmative : now for the negative. You 
" rouft not let A h . nor O '. know of any pre fent defign ; but give them leave to 
" believe, that your difmiflions have made us lay afide all fuch thoughts for a time. 

" If any, with whom I keep correfpondence,, does betray me, it mud be O k .. 
" yet he bragged to me in his laft letter, that he furniflied the duke of York 
" with an hundred and fifty pound for his journey » but the truth is, that N 
M (for whofe fidelity I will anfwer) doth fufpeel him, and in the lafl packet hath 
" given me warning of him : concerning whom my conclufion is* do no di (hearten 
" him, get what money you can of him, but do not truft him. Let me tell you* 
" that it was not I that acquainted him with the greater bufinsfs, for I found his 
" name at the joint letter you fent me, before ever I imagined he knew of any fuch 
" thing ; and I allure you I never wrote any thing of moment to him, but only 
" made ufe of him for conveyance of letters, and fending me news : in a word, be 
" as confident of my difcretion as hooefty i for I can juftly brag*, that yet neither 
" man nor woman ever fuffercd by my tongue or pen, for any fecret that i 
" lave been trufted withal. 

■ Francis CrtfTee. k Mn. Whorwood, wife of Broom WhorwoceL 

« Mr. Low, a merchant io London. * Ibid. • Mr,. Whorwood. 

' Richard (Xborne. « Captain Tit™. k f pneit Creflct. 1 Mr. Low. 

» Ibid. > Mn. Whofwfwd. 

. . J' Here 
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" Here I fend you my anfwer to Z \ unfealed, that you may read it ; becaufe 
" I refer htm to you, to impart unto him all our fcveral defigas ; for he is the 
** only man who of neceffity mud know all. It was not ainifs that you returned 
** me back my little packet to W b ; for I had fent him a letter in it, which now 
** I find directed to you ; fo that, now I hare mended an error, which I had almoft 
** made : for now you have what you ought to have, and W '. no more than his 
** own i to whom 1 have written very freely, wherefore you muft deliver your let- 
M ter to him yourfelt", yet T have imparted nothing to him, either concerning Z's * 
" defign, or that of W. xVs, but that of the back flairs window, referring him to 
« you for the particulars. As for the conveying my letters to my wife, you may 
M advifc with Dr. Firaifer, or my lady Carllfle : I have now no more to fay; but 
u give me an account how you have performed all thefe directions of mine, and be 
w confident that I am, your conftant friend,, J *Z" 

Number VIL 

"D f ; a6 Ap. 1648. 

" L Have now made a perfect trial, and find it impoflible to be done j for ray. 
" body is much too rhfck for the breadth of the window ; fo that, unlcfs the middle 
** bar be taken away, 1 cannot get through. I have alfo looked upon the other two, 
u and find the one much too little, and the other fo high that I know not how to 
" reach it without a ladder ; befides, I do not believe it fo much wider than the 
" other, as that it will ferve ; wherefore it is abfolutely impoflible to do any thing 
" to-morrow 'at night: but I command you heartily and particularly to thank, in. 
** my name, A «. C \ F \ Z k . and him who flayed for me beyond the works, 
" fur their hearty and induftrious endeavour* in this my fervice, the which I fhal^ 
•* always remember to their advantage : being likewife confident that they will not 
" faint in fo good a work 1 and therefore expert their farther advice herein. 

..J l«. 

Number VIII. 

" Mr. Firebrace to the King. 
"•SIR, Wednefday night. 

" IT is not ill to have more ways than one to eflecl your bufinefs-, to which 
** purpofe, I have thought of this. If the fellow that waits on me could be made 
* (which I think no hard-matter), the bufinefs- might be ordered thus : a fellow pro- 

vided on purpofe fhall come in a falfe beard, a perriwig, a white cap on, a coon- 
* 4 try grey or blue coat, a pair of coloured fuftian drawers to come over, his brce- 
•* ches, white cloth ft oc kings, great fhoes, an old broad hat, to be touched of the. 
«' evil. He fhaJl.make his addreffes to this man of ours to get him- touched, and 
«' pretend commendations, or. a letter from fome efpeciat friend. "When he is 

• Ei. Worfley. ► Captain Tiiut. « Ibid. * Ed. WotOey. • The King. 

• Hennr Firebrace. 1 Francis Creflit. h Colonel William Lecir, eroom of the bed-chamber. 
» Abraham Douot«. * tui. Wwflry. k The King. 

I "touched. 
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" touched (which muft be at fuppemime), tki other (hall take him into the cellar, 
44 and make him drink ( pretending joy to fee him), and carry him about that the 
44 foldiers may take notice of him. You (hall have the like difguife conveyed into 
*' your bed-chamber (which you may foon flip on), coming up fo foon as you 
" have Tupped; then my man.lhall by a lign give you notice when you may come 
" forth, and fafcly flip up (lairs in a little room there ((hutting the bed-chamber. 
*• door after you, which may be done with eaTe and without noifc), where you 
" may remain a little, till he fees the bed opportunity to bring you down in hit- 
44 friend's difguife, and conduit you out of the gates, and from thence to your 
44 horfes (which he may do with much cafe, being well beloved by the foldiers)* 
" His friend (ball (in fome bye place of the cafllc to be appointed) put off hit 
44 difguife and leave it, and go away in his own habit. This I couceive feafible, 
44 if this fellow can be made, which I doubt not ; he having been a long time 
" fervant to the pages of the back (lairs, and with you at Oxford. This is only 
44 to hint this way to you, which, if you like it, dull be put in execution. Lf 
44 you like it, and read it before you go forth this morning, pray leave an an- 
44 fwer, that I may acquaint the reft with it at, our meeting, which will be at nine 
« this morning . 
44 1 writ this in hafte, and could come at no more paper." 

Number IX. 
The King's anfwer. 

44 D\ 

** HAVING well thought of your new defign, I can think but of one ob- 
44 ie&ion againft it, which is, left the guards mould examine me as I go out; but 
44 1 conceive a trial of this may be had, without any danger of difcovery:: for it is 
44 but making He. Chap, bring in and carry out fome new acquaintance of his, fo 
44 clothed as you intend I (hould be, to fee with what freedom he can make fuch 
44 a man pais and rcpafs the guards. But in this trial there mud be no -falfe beard, 
44 upon which a clear judgement is cafily made. As for the contriving of it, I like 
44 it extremely well, and therefore give you back your note again.; as alfo this for 
44 W k . who I find is uot fully fatisfied with your defign, becaufe of the danger of 
44 difcovery ; but take no notice of this. J f. w 

M The following is the certificate of the Right Rev. Dr. William Juxon, Lord 
44 Archbifliop of Canterbury, of the fcrvices of this gentleman, and the to* 
44 commendation of him by King Charles I. to his fon : 

44 Thefe are to certify, that our late dread Sovereign, of blcfled memory, upon 
" the 29th day of January, 1648, being the day immediately before that horrid 
44 and execrable murder was committed upon the perfon of his facred Majefty, 
*' did give me in charge to recommend to his fon, our gracious Sovereign that now* 
" is, Mr. Henry Ftrebrace, as having been a perfon very faithful and icniceabte 

• Henry Fircbrace. » Captain Tiwi. • The Jtiog* 
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** to him in his grcatcft extremities, and mod ftrict imprifonmcnts, and therefore 
" fit to be employed and cntrufled by his Majefly that now is. Given under my 
" hand, this five and twentieth day of Nofcmber, 1661. W. Cant." 

This Sir Henry Firebrace, Knt. was appointed by King Charles II. chief clerk 
of the kitchen, alio clerk -comptroller- fupernumerary of his majefty's houfhold, 
and affiftant to his majefty's officers of the green cloth : he had two wives, firft, . 
Elizabeth, daughter of Daniel Davil *, of Stoke, by whom he had four fons, and 
one daughter, Sufanna, married to Thomas Hall, of Elymore Hall, in Durham, 
gent.' Of the fons, 1. Henry Firebrace, fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, 
born 1650; 2. Sir Bafil, born 1653, of whom hereafter ; 3. John, who died in 
his infancy; and, 4. George, who died unmarried. Sir Henry married, fecondly, , 
Alice, daughter of Richard Bagnali, of Reading, in Berks, widow of John Buck- 
nail, of Creeke, in the county of Northampton, gent, by whom he left no 
iffue; he died Jan. 27, 1690, aged 72, and was interred in Stoke church. See 
his epitaph in p. 95. 

Sir Bafil Firebrace, knt. was of London, merchant, and iheriff of the faid city 
168 7, knighted, and advanced to the dignity of a baronet, .10 Will. III. He mar- 
ried Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Hough, of London, merchant, by whom he 
had two fons, Sir Charles, his fucceflbr, bora 1679, anti George, born 1 68 1 
(who died without iffue) ; alfo Hefter-f-, bora 1676, married to BafiT fourth earl of 
Denbigh f , by whom be had William, the fifth earl, who was father to Bafil the 
prefent earl. 

Sir Charles Firebrace, bart. his elded fon, and fucceflbr in dignity and eftare, . 
married Margaret, daughter and one of the coheirs of Sir John Cordcll* of Long 
Melford, in Suffolk,. bart. and died Auguft, 1727* leaving one fon, Sir CordeU 
Firebrace, who in 173c -was elected one of the knights of the ihire for Suffolk, in 
the room of Sir Robert Kemp, ban. deccafed, and was rc-chofen for that count y 
io every fucceffive parliament till his death. He married^ 1. Aug. 20, 1736, Mib ■ 
Dafhwood, an heirefs ; and, 2. Oct. 26, 1737, Bridget; relict of Edward Evets, of 
Ipfwicb, in the county of Suffblk,,efq. who was third daughter of Philip Bacon, . 
of the fame town, efq. Sir CordeU dying without iffue, March 28, 1759, the 
title became extinct, and the ancient raanfioo at Long Melford devolved to his widow^ 
who was again married, April 7, 1762, to William Campbell, efcj. uncle to the 
prefent duke of Argyle, who is ftili living. She died July 3, 1782. 

The arms of Firebrace (Azure, on a bend, Or, three crefcenta, Sable,, between two- 
rofes, Argent, feeded, Or, bearded Vert) are engraved in plate IV. fig. 4.-— Creft, On 
a wreath, a dexter arm, armed, and couped at the Ihouldcr, Azure, holding %« 
Portcullis, Or.— Motto, FuteU quid obfiau 

* *' Thorn* 1 Divil, ge»t. died April 11, 1746, aged 65." Epitaph at Stoke, 
f Thu» far the Vifiianon. 

J Tliis lady, who furvired her locd nice yean, died Jan. 1, 1725-V 
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9. Captain William Trymhell*. 



OF tills gentleman little more is known than has been related in p. 96. from 
•his epitaph in Stoke church, where he was buried in 1693, at thc age of ©7. He 
had two daughters : 

1. Dorothy, married to Nathanael Wyatt, gent, who died Not. 29, 1705, aged 
43; his wife Jan. 27, 1693, aged 421 and Sarah, their daughter, Sept. 1, 
16 $5, aged 3 years -j-. 

2. Aunc, fecond daughter to Captain Trymncll, was married to Mr. William John- 
foo, of London, merchant. He died Sept. 21, 1709, aged 51; Mrs. Johnfon, 
Nov. 2, 1737, aged 78. They had a fon, Trymncll Johnfon, who died Aug. 12, 
1 71 4, aged 20 i and a daughter, Anna Maria Saunders, who died June 20, 1757, 
aged 58 +. 

10. Rev.WiLLiXM Stanley, D.D. Matter of Corpus Chrifli College J, Cambridge. 

THIS learned Divine was the fon of William Stanley, Gentleman, of Hinckley, 
w here he was baptized Aug. 22, 1647 1|. His father dying whilft he was very young, 
he was left to the fole care of his mother, who put him to fchool at Amley nt 
Lancaftiire, and afterwards fent him to St. John's College in Cambridge, in 1663, 
at the age of fixteen. It might be becaufe Bp. Beveridge, who married his aunt, 
was of that college ; though perhaps from a urongcr motive, as Mr. Villers after- 
wards earl of Jerfcy {of a Leicefterlbtre family in his neighbourhood) went thither 
about the fame time under the tuhion of the learned and worthy Dr. Gower, who is 
faid never to have bad any other pupils but thefe two. He (rayed there rill he was 
chofen into a fellowuVrp of Corpus Chrifti -college, upon the expulfion of Scargill, in 
1669, and this upon the joint recommendation of his tutor and Bp. Gunning, then 
matter of St. John's; who, knowing his merit, were loth be fbould quit the univerfi- 
ty fo foon as he mutt otherwrfe have done, his own county (to ufe the language of 
their college) being at that time fuU. 

He was ordained prieft by Bifhop Compton in l6^^, became an Univerfity 
preacher in 1676, and commenced B. D. 1678. His nrft ftep out of the uni- 
vcrfity into the world was the curacy of Much*Haddam in Hertfordfhire, and 
a Afcry fortunate one it was, as it placed bim not only under the eye and 
direction of that excellent divine Dr. Goodman, but as it gave him an oppor- 
tunity of -being known to the earl of Effcx (whofe feat was there), who made 
him his'chaplain, and then prefented him to the rectory of Rainc-Parva in Ef- 
fex, October 20, 1681. But this be vacated foon after by ceffion for St. Mary 
Magdalen, in Old Filh-ftreet, London, Oct. 30, 1682, which he qoitted in like 

* A family of TVimncll ii mentioned in Dr. Nafli*i WorceJteruVire, vol. II. p. at fettled formerly 
at Ockley in that count}' s of which family Thomas founded a fchool, and gave other charirie* to the pa- 
ri (he. ot Stow, Uaioei, and elfewbere. B loin field &y>, that Dr. Trimnell, biOnp «f Norwich and Wert- 
minder, vat of that family, and bore their arms. 

f Tbeie date* are all from flat done* in Stoke Church. 
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manner for that of Much-Hadham, before mentioned, Aug. 13, 1690, being collated 
thereto by Bp. Cotnpton, upon the death of his friend Dr. Goodman. Thefe were 
the only parochial benefices he ever had. As to dignities, he was preferred to the 
prebend of Cadington- Major, in the cathedral of St. Paul, Sept. 18, 16H4, where- 
of he was made a refidentiary in 1685 j as likewife to the archdeaconry of London, 
March 5, 1 691-2, upon the promotion of Dr. Tenilbn to the bifhopric of Lincoln, 
and many years after to the deanry of St. Afaph, Dec. 7, 1706: which he rather 
accepted to fet his uncle, Bp, Beveridge, at liberty from the powerful folicitations 
of others, than that it was a preferment he either fought after or defired. 

I cannot fay with certainty when he went over to be chaplain to the prince of 
Orange, upon the difmiffion of Dr. Covel ; bat conjecture it might be about the 
year 1687. Whenever it was, a clergyman of an unexceptionable character in 



bifliop of Canterbury, who was to have the final approbation of one. The two 
thus recommended were Dr. Burnet, mailer of the Charterhoufe, and Mr. Stan* 
ley ; to the latter of whom his Grace gave the preference, for this pleafant reafon, 
that although the former was a deferving man, an ingenious divine, and a good 
t'cholar ; yet as Mofes and the Doctor could not agree about making worlds, he 
thought it was better to chufe Mr. Stanley ; who after being farther favoured by 
his Grace (about this time, as I conjecture) with his faculty tor a doctor of divini- 
ty's degree, was forthwith fent over, and foon became a favourite both at court 
and with her highnefs. He likewife contracted there a particular acquaintance 
with the two Huygcns, as well as with other perfons of learning and character ; 
being without doubt recommended and fupported herein by his old friend and 
fellow collegian Mr. Villiers, who had waited on the princef's into Holland upon 
her marriage, and continued there till the prince's coming over into England in 



As foon as his royal miftrefs was feated on the throne, flic advanced him to be 
clerk of the clofet, with a falary of 200I. per ann. fettled upon him for life, and 
always had him in fuch credit and efteem, that moil of her charities paflcd through 
his bands, he being the inftrument commonly made ufe of in applications of this 
kind. She moreover offered him one or two bilhopricks, which he then declined, 
as thinking the reftdence and dnty would interfere with his conflant attendance up- 
on her perfon and fcrvice ; or perhaps rather (from his refufal of Lincoln upon 
archbifliop Tcnifon's promotion) becaufe he was content with the preferment he 
already had and his own private fortunes, and found a ltation of lefs dignity and 
eclat more agreeable to his inclinations, and fuitable to his fchemes of happtnefs 
in life. 

The death of his old friend Dr. Spencer however brought him (though muchagainfl 
his will) into a more public fceneof lifeintheUniverfity, as it occaGoned his being elec- 
ted (but without his knowledge) into the malterfhip of Corpus Cbrifti college j which 




1688 *. 



* Colliru'i Peerage, toi. lit. p. jjj. 
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yet upon the firft notice of his choice he pofitively refufed to accept of, and even 
perfevercd in this refufal, till two of the fellows went in the name of the whole 
fociety and importuned him to do it, for the fake of preferving the peace and wel- 
fare of the college, and of preventing an irreconcileable divifion among them, feeing 
they were unanimous in their votes for him, which they (hould not be for any other 
perfon. This motive had its defired effefl ; even though he forefaw the trouble 
that would follow, by being elefted the fame year vice chancellor of the Univer- 
fuy •, who, as a mark of their great efteem, were pleafed to pafs an extraordinary 
grace in his favour for admitting him to the degree of doctor of divinity with all its. 
privileges among them, which an archiepifcopal faculty could not entitle him to. 

Conndcring from what motive, and with what reluctance, he took the mafterlhip, 
it might be expccletl he would reltgn it, as he did in 1698, becaufe he could not be 
more conftamly relidcnr, nor confequently be of that fcrvice to the college he 
otherwife would. Whiiil he held it, he fpmt as much of his time there as he 
could, and as ufcfully. For, that the world might know bow great a treafurc its 
manufcript library is ftored with, he fet himfelf to make that valuable catalogue of 
it *, which he afterwards printed at his own expence : and which merits the ac- 
knowledgements of all lovers of antiquity, andefpecially of the hiftory of this church, 
and nation ; who being fenfible from their own experience of the care and pains 
neceflary to 6ni(h a work of this kind (wherein the fevcral volumes contain fuch 
a variety of tracts, fomc of which are often fo imperfect, ill-wrote, or faded through 
length of time, that it is no eafy matter to get acquainted with their contents -f,) 
will not expect to find the firft attempt without defcdls. Thefe have been amply 
compenfated by the late accurate and informing Catalogue, taken of them by Mr. 
James Nafmith, late fellow of this houfe, now rector of Snailwell, Cambridge- 
Aire X' Mr Mailers had before new arranged them, and caufed them to be put 
into better bindings. 

During Dr. Stanley's mafterlhip the college was, through the negligence of their 
fervants, robbed of their communion plate on an Eafler-day ; upon which he gene- 
roofly prefented them with a fet of filver gilt, the fame that are ftill in ufe,adorned with 
the arms of the illuflrious family of Orange, having belonged to the private chapel of 
Queen Mary, when princefs ; who, upon her coming to the crown of England, gave 
it to him as a memorial of her favour and efteem. 

This is but one article in the accompt of his very extenfive benefactions and chari- 
ties. Among the many good and ufeful deftgns he was from time to time concerned 
in, and fupported, was that of printing an edition of the Councils in 1692, with Pro- 
tectant annotations, by an annual fubfeription. Several fums were accordingly Aib* 
fcribed, by the two archbilhops 10k per annum each,, and by twelve bifliops 5I. each. 
Dr. Stanley not only did the fame, but by his intereft at court was chiefly iuftrumeotal 

* •< Catalogus Librorom Maniucriptorum in B»bliothec*Coll. Corp* Cbrifti in Caotabrigia ; quot le- . 
** ga»it Matibxus Parkenw Archiepifcopus Cantuaric»f:s. Lond. 17U." FoL 
f Preface to Ctfley'i Catalogue of MSS. in the Kirgli Library, p. 4. 

I 41 CaraloEiit Librorum Manufcriptorum, quoi Collegio Corponi Chrifli & B. MariaiVirginU in Aca- 
* demia Cantaorigienfi, legavit rcverendifiimiu in Chrifto pater Matthseu* Parker, Arcbicpilcopus Cau- 
M tuarienfij. Mdii Jacobus Na&nitb, A. M> S. A. S. ejufdem.Collcgii nuper focias. Caat. 1777." 410. 
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io obtaining a grant to import what paper mould be wanted cuftom-frce. Dr. Al!ix 
undertook ihc care and management of this edition : and hud great quantities of pap r 
imported for it; which, when the book was laid afide, was fold to the ftationcrs forpri- 
vategain, to the o fence of the public, and the regret of the learned world. The doc- 
tor, when dean of St. Afaph, was at the fole exper.ee* of that aft of parliament 
of the 1 2th of Queen Anne, which annexed prebends and finecurcs to the bifliop- 
ricks of Bangor, Llandaff, St. David, and St. Afaph, in order to relieve the wi- 
dows and fatherlcfs of the Wcllh clergy from the fore diftrefs of paying mortua- 
ries to the bi&ops upon the death of every incumbent within their refpeftive dio- 
cefes and jurifdiftions •, which mortuaries (as the preamble to that aft fets forth) 
•« confiding of fevcral of the bed goods of the deceafed, did oftentimes amount ro 
" a confiderable part of his eftate, and the payment thereof did very much leflcn 
*' that fmall provifion which generally the clergy of thofc dioccfes were able to 
" make for the fupport of their families, and tended to the great impoverifhing of 
•* the fame." An aft of generofity and goodnefs in the dean, that ought ever to 
be remembered with the utmoft gratitude by the clergy of Wales. — He likewife 
rebuilt what is now the bed part of his own deanry houfe, and made the whole of 
it habitable, convenient, and decent i where he often reGded, and lived holpitably 
fo long as he was able to take fuch a journey. — He fettled a leafehold eftate on a 
charity fchool in that town : and joined with Mr. Carter in augmenting the perpe- 
tual curacy of St. George in its neighbourhood. — But his gifts towards the augmen- 
tation of fmall livings by one or two hundred pounds at a time, with the aid of 
Queen Anne's bounty, were not confined to one county, but extended into differ- 
ent parts of the kingdom, as may be feen in Efton's lift, &c. — To his own church 
at Hadham he gave a clock : and to the building of the Regent houfe at Cam- 
bridge, an hundred pounds. Such gifts and benefaftions as thefe could not be 
hid \ though he was, upon Chriftian principles, as fecrct as he could be in doing 
his alms. What charities therefore he diftriboted with his own hands cannot be 
difcovered, as he left no account of them. But fo far is known of him, that it 
was his conftant rule all his life long, to beftow in good works a clear tenth part of 
his whole 1 income, whether from fpiriruah or temporals. — I may here add, that he 
was not only a contributor to the Society for propagating the Gofpel in Foreign 
parts, and a zealous promoter of it, but was alfo the firft mover in the bufinefs 
of their charter f. 

Dr. Stanley, confidered as an author, publifhed but few things, though proba- 
bly, as he began early to take a lhare with the London clergy in the Popifli con- 
troverfy, be would have written more bad he not been prevented in going on with 
them by being fent over to Holland in the capacity of chaplain.-— However, be- 
fore he went abroad, he was concerned with feveral divines in the fcheme of 
printing an Englifh Bible, with a plain and practical commentary, but more ef- 
pecially levelled againft the errors and corruptions of Popery.— His own province 

* Willis's Survey of the Cathedra} of Sc. Afaph, p. 107, and of Bangor, p. 545. 
f Humphrey's Hiftorical Account, p. n. 

Z 2 was 
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was to Write upon the minor prophets ; a fcheme that was fuperfeded by the hap- 
py crtabli foment of onr church ar.d nation at the Revolution. 

What he publifhed with his name were, i. " A Sermon on ColoP". ii, 5. preached 
" Jan. 10, 1591-2, in l.ambcth Chapel, at the confecvation of Dr. Teaifon bifliop 

of Lincoln." 1. M A Sermon on Mart. ix. 37, 38, preached Feb. 20, 1707-8, 
" at St. Mary le Bow, before the Society for piopagating the Gofpcl." He has,, 
as 1 am informed, another fcrraon in print, which I never liiw, t<> recommend a 
public collection for the redemption of captives. The ed::t rs alio of the Bodleian 
Catalogue have placed among his writings " The Ixomilh Morfe Leech," concerning 
the intolcr.iblc charge of l'opcry to this nation ; by an obvious error of the prefs r 
that work being written by Mr. Stavclcy * in 1674. He was alfo the author of two 
anonymous dilcourfes, the one concerning the Devotions of the Church of Rome, 
wherein they arc compared with thofe of the Church of England, in 410. Lond. 
1685 ; and the other, intituled, " The Faith and Practice of a Church of England- 
" Man, in i2mo. Lond. 1706." 

Such is the character and hiftory of Dean Stanley, whom God was pleaded to blof> 
with a very healthful, happy, and long life; for he did not die till Ocl. 9, 1731, 
in the 85th year of his age -f> ; when, according to his own directions, he was bu- 
ried in the vaulting of St. Paul's cathedral, under ihe fouth wing of the choir,, 
among his old friends Bp. Beveridge, Dean Sherlock, Dean Younger, Dr. Holder,, 
and Sir Chrirtopher Wren: none of whom, except the laft, have any monument,, 
ftonc, or even inscription over them. 

He married Mary l'econd daughter of Sir Francis Pemberton, lord chief juftice 
both of the Common Pleas and King's Bench, by whom he had three fons, alt 
educated at Bifhop Stortford febool and Ben'et college ; whereof William the eldeft, 
LL.B. removed to Peter houfe, and fettled at Warwick, and was official of the 
archdeaconry of London} Francis the fecond was fellow of the college, and af- 
terwards vicar of St. Leonard in Shoreditch, till his father refigned to him the rec- 
tory of Hadham, Sept. 30, 1723, which he held, with a prebend of St. Paul's,, 
till his death, 1775, when be was fucceeded by Dr. Anthony Hamilton, arch- 
deacon of Colchcfter ; Thomas the youngeft is dead. 

The two fons of Francis Stanley were admitted at Ben'et college, 1755 : the el- 
der Francis is a barrifter of the Inner Temple, and was elecled recorder of Hert- 
ford 1780; the younger, Richard, was prefented to the vicarage of North Weald, 
in ElTex, 1769, and to the rectory of Ealtwick in Hertfordfhire, 1781. 

• See aho»e, p. 1 j a. 

+ It is fearer worth ob r erving, (hat the natural tone of hit voice was fo remarkaMy loud, as to give 
nccftfion to the Tatlcr, in the year 1 71 1, to eierdl'e hit wit upon hiiu under the name and chaxaOer of 

•* Ste .tor ;" N° 54. 
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11. Rev. Francis Broke sby. 



OF this gentleman, grandlbn to the Francis whofe epitaph is printed in p. 94, 
little is known ; but that little is worth preferring. A letter from him in the 
Gxth volume 0} Leland's Itinerary is thus introduced by Mr. Hearoe : *' This letter 
" was written by a very worthy friend, the reverend and learned Mr. Francis 
" Brokefb/, formerly fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, and afterwards rcc- 
" tor of Rowley, in the Eafl Riding of Yorklhirc. It contains divers curious ob- 
" fervations that were made (amongft a great many others) as he was travelling 
" through divers parts of England. He was induced to draw them up partly by 
** fome letters that fome time ago pafled between us concerning Mr. Camden's Bri. 
M tannia, and partly by Dr. Plot's letter which I publilhed in the fecond volume of 
** this Itinerary." 

I find a tradition at Stoke, that Mr. Brokefbv was the author of a " Life of Jefus 
" Chrift *;" and alfo that he was a principal affiftant-f to Mr. Nelfon in compiling 
his admirable volume on the Feafts and Fafts of the Church of England. He 
was certainly author of " An Hiitory of the Government of the Primitive Churchy 
" for the three firtt centuries, and the beginning of the fourth \ (hewing that the 
w Church in thofe firft ages, as it has been ever fincc, was governed by Bilhops, 
"or Officers fuperior to Prefbyters: Wherein alfo the Suggcftions of David 
" Hlondel to the contrary are confidered, by Francis Brokesby, B. D. fometime 
'*■ Fellow of Trinity College in Cambridge. Printed by W. B. 1712." 8vo. In a 
dedication to Mr. Francis Cherry J, dated Shottcfbrooke, Aug. 13, 1 7 1 1,. the author 



'■* " An HiAoricat Narrative of the Life and Death of our Saviour Jcfu* Chrift," wa* printed at Ox- 
fuid, i6Sj, 4to. But this, which wa* at nrft attributed to Ab. Woodhcad, was written by Obadiah Wal- 
ker, the nuOcr of Umverfity College. See Wood, Atb. Ok. II. 6 1 ^. 916. 

f It wa» a tradition in Mr. Brtktity't family that he wrote the whole book. But I am aware that it hat 
alfo been faid that " Garth did not write HI* own Difftm/ary." 

* In the Life of Dodwell, p. 301, Mr. Brokclby pathetically bewails the loft of this gentleman, and givet 
fome particulars of hit character, by which it appear* that he wa» a ftudent at Edmund Hal! Jl. Oxford, where 
his low to learning, lodufiry, and probity, endeared him to .many eminent pcrlbn*, and particularly to Mr. 
Pcnton, then principal of that fociety. Having a plentiful fortune, he putchafed a good collection of book* 
MSS. medal*, and ufeful curiofitcs. He had the honour of being the earlicft patron of Mr. Thorn a< Hcarne,- 
whotn he maintained at fchool, and a: the umverfity till he became M. A. Hi* houfc wai " a Uncluary for 
" perfuDs in dilhcf* ; efpccuUy fuch ai fuffcrcd for conl'cicucc fake." He died Sept. 13, 17a), in hit 48th 
jtar; and by hit own due&iont wat burricd very privately at Shottefbrooke, near the rcmaint of hit friend 
Mr, Dodwell, being carried to the grave by four of his poorcft tenant*. He ordered a brick work of two or 

+ Thorn** Cherry, a coafin-german to Fraoei*, wa* admitted M. A. at ihe fane Hill, Jane 16, 1706. To h'm- 
relate* a Inter from Edward Gardener to Mr. Heirnc iu the Bodleian L.br-ry. Mr. Cherry preached for Dr. 
Adamt at St Clemens Dane* with a ralh 00 him, and drained himfelf into a r-erfift bath in that larje thurch. He lode, 
to If (bridge, Oil. 9, 1706, which ftruck it in, aod brought 00 a fever: he wa* drhnoai when tVic curate of the parifh 
came to aumintnrr the lacrament, and died No*. 17, about two or thrre o'clock in the afternoon. He wa* buried the 
Wedoefd»y following in the vault under St. Andrew'*. Hi* fall *»i fufportf d by Mr. Shute, the curate, Mr. Broujtiton, 
the lecturer, Mr. Foi, a relation, and Mr. Spapow. Mr. Blnaham, the deputy coratr, read the fcrvier, an<( Mr. 
Cherry of Berklhire lit fled at the funeral. Concerning Mr. Thomas Cherry and hi* excellent kinfman Franci*, fte Mr. 
Hearae, in hi* " Account of fome Antiquitc* between Wjndfor aod Oafud," fed, 19. at the end of the Vlh vol.. •( 
Icland'i " Itinerary." See alfo hi* preface to Leland'i " CoileeWe*," CUi. x6. 
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fays, " T\v: i'.a\o treacifc chalenges you for its patron, and demands its de- 
" uior.i >n to yourfclf, in tint I wrote it under yonr roof, was encouraged 111 
r.tv t".ui!k-> by that refpeiiive treatment I there found, and flill meet with, 
" and wiihi.l, as I was afliilnl in my work by your readinefs to fupply me, out 
" of your wcli-iepicnilhcd library, with luch books as 1 flood in need of in col- 
"leftingthts lliftory. I efleem myfdf tlicrcforc in gratitude obliged to make 
" this public acknowledgement of your favours, and to tell the world, that 
«« when I was by God's goo 1 Proridence reduced to ftraits (in part occafioned by 
4< my care left I AVuM malce fhipwreck of a good confciencc) I then found a fafe 
" retreat and kind reception in your family, and there both leifure and encouragc- 
*« ment to write this following trevtife." As Mr. Brokcsby's (traits arofe from 
his principles as a Nonjuror/ he was of courfc patronized by the mod eminent 
perfons of that pcrfuafion. The houfe of the benevolent Mr. Cherry, however, 
was his alylum ; and there he formed an intimacy with Mr. Dodwell, (a pillar 
of that caufe, whofe Life* he afterwards wrote) and with Mr. Nelfon, to whom 
the Life of Dodwell is dedicated. 

Mr. Brokesby was faid to be the author of " Of Education, with refpeci to 
" Grammar-fchools and Univcrfities. 1701." 8vo. He died fuddcnly foon after 
the publication of Dodwell's Life. See Calamy's " Account of the ejected Or fi- 
*• lenced Mimfters. 1713." vol. II. p. 299, which will receive light from New- 
court's " Repertor." vol. II. pp. 314, 315. 

■ 

three feet to be raifed over him, and a plain marble laid upon it, without any arms, name, or other inferip- 
tloa, but thit which followeth: 

HIC IACET PECCATORUM MAXIMUS. ANNO DOM. MDCC 

leaving the year to be inferred. " Sbotte(brooke," fays Brokelby, "a fmall village, it ennobled, and will 
" hereafter be remembered, as it was the habitation, and it the fcpulture, of two fuch eminent pcrfont, a* 
" Mr. Cherry and Mr. Dodwell. And now I return to give an account of the beginning and progrefs of the 
" acquaintance and friend (hip betwixt thefe two worthy perfont and their profecution of the fame ftudies: but 
«' I niuft here lament rav lof» of Mr. Cherry, on whom I depended for thit account, he being mod able to 
«« give it ; and only acquaint the reader with what Mr. Cherry told me, at it accidentally fell from him in 
«' difcoarfc. When Mr. Dodwell lived at Cook ham, it wat hit chief exercife and diverfion to walk to Mai- 
" denhead to hear newt, and the chief of that which he defired wat to know what bookt were newly publilh- 
" ed. Mr. Cherry coming thither on the fame errand, they became acquainted: and as they difcoorfed of thefe, 
" fo alfo of book 1 of ancienter date, and of the excellent and ufeful things contained in them, a fubject highly 
" pleating to each of them. Thit conversation was fo grateful to them both, that it wat mutually agreed to 
" meet there daily in the afternoon ; and the very thoughtt of enjoying it wat to Mr. Cherry fo preferable to 
" other delights, that he frequently fliortened hit dinner, that he might be the fooner with hit learned friend, 
•< and have the larger opportunity thereby to improve himfelf. I with I could give the reader the fubjc&s of 
<• their confcrcncct. But the diftance of their habitations, cfpecially of Mr. Cherry's, from Maidenhead, be- 
" ing too great, and inconvenient in the winter feafon, Mr. Cherry invited hit friend to be hit neighbour, 
" procured a place for him where he might be tabled, about a quarter of a mile diftant from htm, till he had 
" fitted up, and added to, a houfe for him, nearly adjoining to hit own habitation, where Mr. Dodwell lived 
" many years [ and at length in another houfe near to it, and more convenient for him (hit family being in- 
" created) in which he ended hit days." 

* Under the title of " The Life of Mr. Henry Dodwell ; with an Account of hit Works, and an Abridg- 
" ment of them that arepublilhed, and of feveral of hit Manufcripu. By Francis Brokelby, B. D. To which 
*' it added, a Letter to Robert Nelfon, cfq. from Dr. Edmund Halley, Savilka Protcflbr of Geometry, coa- 
« taming an Abftraft of Mr. Dodwell 't Book De Cyclis. 1715." Svo. 

f Related, probably, to Sir Ifaac Newton. Sec Gen. Mag. 175*, p. 5*0. 

In 
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In that part of Stoke church which, (in p. 94,) I have fuppofeJ to have been a 
chantry, is an elegant rccefs for holy water, and there are fome others in the 
church. On the out fide of the church, at the eaft end, is an old mural monu- 
ment to the Brokesby*, almoft devoured by time and mols, but on which the family 
name and date 1604 remain vifible. The name of Brokesby is alfo written over 
the church porch. 

»a. Rev. Roger Cotes. 

THIS excellent mathematician, philofopher, and aftronomer, was born July 10, 
*682, at Burbach, where his father Robert Cotes was rector. He was firit placed ac 
Leicefter fchool ; where, when he was between eleven and twelve years of age, he 
difcovered a ftrong inclination to the mathematics. This being obferved by his 
uncle, the reverend Mr. John Smi 1 h -f*, he gave him all imaginable encouragement; 
and prevailed with his father to fend him for fome time to his houfe in Lincoln. 
Ihire, that he might put him forward, and afiift him in thofe ftudies. Here he 
laid the foundation of that deep and extenfive knowledge in mathematics, for 
which he was afterwards fo defervedly famous. He removed from thence to Lon- 
don, and was fent to St. Paul's fchool ; where, under the care of Dr. Thomas Gale 
and the fucceeding matter, he made a great progrefs in claffical learning ; yet 
found lb much lcifure as to keep a conftant corrcfpondcnce with his uncle, not 
only in mathematics, but alfo in metaphyfics, philofophy, and divinity. This 
fa€k is faid to have been often mentioned by profeflbr Saundcrfon. His next re- 
move was to Cambridge ; where, upon the 6th of April 1 699, he was admitted 
of Trinity college; and, at Michaelmas in the year 1705, chofen fellow of it. 
He was at the fame time tutor to Anthony carl of Harold, and the lord Henry de 
Grey, fons to the then marquis, afterwards duke of Kent, to which noble family 
Mr. Cotes had the honour to be related. 

In January 1705-6, he was appointed profeflbr of aftronomy and experimental 
philofophy, upon the foundation made by Dr.. Thomas Plume, archdeacon of 
Rocheftcr ; being the firft that enjoyed that office, to which he x\ as unanimoufly 
chofen, on account of his high reputation and merits. He took his mailer of 
arts degree in the year 1706 ; and went into holy orders in the year 1713. The 
fame year at the defire of Dr. Bentley, he publilhed at Cambridge the fecond edi- 
tion of Sir Ifaac Newton's " Mathematica Principia Philofophiae Naturalis ;" and 
inferted all the improvements which the author had made to that time. To this 
edition he prefixed a moft admirable preface, in which he exprcflcd the true me- 
thod of philofophifing, Ihewed the foundation on which the Newtonian philofophy 
was built, and refuted the objections of the Cartefians and all other philofophcrs 
againfl it. 

The publication of this edition of Sir Ifaac Newton's Principia added greatly ro 
the reputation Mr. Cotes had acquired among the greateft men of the age for 
his profound knowledge in the abftrufeft parts of mathematics : nor was the high 

opinion- 
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opinion the public now conceived of him in the leaft Jiminifhed, but rather -much 
increafed, by feveral productions of his own, which afterwards appeared. He 
gave a description of the great fiery meteor, that was feen on the Mn of March, 
17 15-16, which was publifhcd in the Philofophical Tranfactions a little after his 
death. He left behind him alfo fome admirable 'and judicious tracts, part of 
which, fince his deccafe, have been publifhed by Dr. Robert Smith, his coufin and 
fucceflbr in his profefforfhip, afterwards mailer of Trinity College in Cambridge. 
His " Harmonia Menfurarum," &c. that is, " Harmony of Mcafurcs ; or, Ana- 
" lvfis and Synthelis advanced by the Meafures of Ratios and Angles," was pub-, 
lifhed at Cambridge in the year 1722, in 4*0; and dedicated to Dr. Mead by the 
learned editor, who, in an elegant and affectionate preface gives us a copious ac- 
count of the performance itfelf, the pieces annexed to it, and of fuch other of the 
author's works as are yet unpublifhed. He tells us how much this work was ad- 
mired by Profeflbr Saunderfon, and how dear the author of it was to Dr. Bentley. 
The firft treatife of the mifcellaneous works annexed to the " Harmonia Menfura- 
" rum" is " Concerning the eftimation of Errors in mixed Mathematics." The 
fecond is " Concerning the differential Method;" which he handles in a manner 
fomeuhat different from Sir Ifaac Newton's treatife upon that fubject, having 
written it before he had feen that treatife. The name of the third piece is " Ca- 
" nonotcchnia, or concerning the Conftruction of Tables by differences." The 
book concludes with three fmall tracts " Concerning the Delccnt of Bodies, the 
4t Motion of Pendulums in the Cycloid, and the Motion of Projectiles:" which 
tracts, the editor informs us, were' all compofed by Cotes, when he was very 
young. He wrote alfo a " Compendium of Arithmetic, of the Refolutions of 
" Equations, of Dioptrics, and of the Nature of Curves."' Bcfidcs thefe pieces, 
he (hew up a courfc of bydroftatical and pneumatical lectures in Englifh, which 
were publifhed by Dr. Smith in the year 1737, and are held in high repute. 

1 his uncommon genius in mathematics died, to the regret of the univerfity, 
and all lovers of that fciencc, upon the 5th of June, 1716, in the very prime of 
his life; for he was advanced no farther than to the thirty-third year or his age. 
Ho was buried in the chapel of Trinity College ; and an infeription fixed over 
him, from which we learn that he had a very beautiful perfon. It was written by 
the cckbrnted Dr. Bentley, who was his conftont friend and patron, and runs in 
the following terms : 

H. s. E. 

Roceri's Robert i iitiu* Cotes, 
C<vk-gii hujus S. Trinit 
Aftrunomi* & e*pei imcmalis philolbphi* 
Profeflbr Plumianu*: 
Qui 

Immature mortc praerrpnn, 
rn'ii'J quidcm ingenii fui pignoia rchquit. 
Sid egrcgia, fui admijwmla, 
Kx uacceffis mathefcos pcnctralibu? 
> I vi.u foiertia turn primum eruti. 



J 3. Rev. 



Poft magnotn ilium Newtonum 
bticictatis hujus 1'pcs altera 
Kt deeui geinrtluni. 
Ciii ad I'umraarrTdofhina.- laudcm 
Oranci morum virtutumcjue dotes 

In cumulum acccflciunt : 
Eo mapr fpc.Mjliilc amabikfque, 
Qjwd in fonnoto cujpoic gratiutrs venireut. 

SVitm U-ii!...!;ii in Aijro Leiceflrienfj 
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13. Rev. Anthony Black wall, M. A. 

THIS worthy and learned man, a native of Derbyfhirc, was admitted fizar in 
Emanuel College, Cambridge, Sept. 13, 1690; proceeded Bachelor of Arts in 1694, 
and went out Mailer in 1698. He was appointed head mailer of the noted free- 
fchool at Derby, and lecturer of All-Hallows there, where in 1706 he diftinguifh- 
ed himfelf in the literary world by " Thcognidis Mcgarcnfis Sententias Morales, 
" nova Latina Vcrlionc, Notis & Emcndationibus, explanats & exornatae : una 
" cum variis Lectionibus, &c." 8vo. Whilft at Derby he alfo publilhcd " An 
" Introdudion to the Claflics ; containing a Ihort Dilcourfc on their Excellences ; 
" and Directions how to ftudy them to advantage ; with an Eflay on the Na- 
" ture and Ufc of thofc cmphatical and beautiful Figures which give Strength 
"and Ornament to Writing, 1718," i2mo. in which he difplayed the beau- 
tics of thofe admirable writers of antiquity, to the underftanding and imitation 
even of common capacities ; and that in fo concile and clear a manner as leeme 
peculiar to himfelf *. In 1722 he was appointed head matter of the frce fchoold 
at Markct-Bofworth in Leicefterfhire ; and in 1725 appeared, in 4to, his grcatell 
and moll celebrated work, " The Sacred Claflics defended and illuftratcd; or, an 
" Eflay humbly offered towards proving the Purity, Propriety , and True Elo- 
4t quence of the Writers of the New Tcftamcnt. Vol. I. In Two Parts. In the 
" firft of which thofe Divine Writings are vindicated againft the Charge of barba- 
" rous Language, falfc Greek, and Solccifms. In the Second is fhewn, that all 
" the Excellencies of Style, and fublime Beauties of Language and genuine 
" Eloquence, do abound in the Sacred Writers of the New Tcftamcnt. With 
" an Account of their Style and Character, and a Reprefcntation of their Supc- 
" riority, in feveral inftances, to the bell Claflics of Greece and Rome. To 
" which are fubjoined proper Indexes." A fecond volume -f* (completed but a 
few weeks before his death) was publilhcd in 1731, under the title of " The Sa- 
" cred Claflics defended and illuftratcd. The Second and Lad Volume. In Three 
" Parts. Containing, I. A farther Dcmonftration of the Propriety, Purity, and 
"found Eloquence of the Language of the New Teftament Writers. II. An 
*< Account of the wrong Divifion of Chapters and Vcrfcs, and faulty Tranflations 
" of the Divine Book, which weaken its Rcafonings, and fpoil its Eloquence 
** and Native Beauties. III. A Difcourfe on the Various Readings of the New 
«* Tcftamcnt. With a Preface ; wherein is lhewn the Neceffity and Ufefulncfs of 

a New Verfion of the Sacred Books. By the late Reverend and Learned A. 
" Black wall, M. A. Author of the Firft Volume. To which is annexed a very 
" copious Index." To this volume was prefixed a portrait of the author, by 
Vertue, from an original painting. Both volumes were reprinted, in 4 to, under 
the title of " Antonii Blackwalli inclyti Magna; Britannia Philologi Auctorcs Sa- 
" cri Claffici defenfi & illuftrati; five Critica Sacra Novi Tcftamenti. Chrifto- 
" phorus Wollius, M. A. S. T. B. & Concion. ad D. Nic. Sabbathicus ex Anglico 

* Yet Mr. Gilbert Cooper felcfti this very book as " one lamentable inP.ance of able fcholats luvbig fut- 
" cccdt J very ill in works, where they have betrayed the greatcft want of taftc and genius, whilft (hey ycrc 
" unfortunately laborious in endeavouring m point out thole excellences in others." Mr. Blackwall, he add-, 
" w.n what it generally called a good fcholar, that is, he was grammatically maftcr of the two dead language-". 
" Greek and Latin, and had rtaJ e-itr all the ancient author; in both ; but not having by tutu re or aci|uift- 
" lion tliat happy taftc of diftinguftung beauties, nor a digeftion to aliimilate the (enfe of others into h:> own 
" underftanding, hit conccptioni were ■> crude at hit addrelt and ftyle were unplcafing." Such, and dill 
woifc, ii the cenfure thrown on Mr. Blackwali, in the " Letter » on Tafte," p. 119 — 111. 

f So valuable for its concifcncfa, and yet fo compleat for itt clcarneft, it hat been aiTerted, that no book 
of the fame fiic ever before comprehended liich rich ftore* uf ufcful learning and found criticifm, or wa* fo 
well lined for the cdiucatiou of a Chiiftian Scholar. Sec " The Prefent State of the Republick of Letters," 
,T,,,rol.VIJI.p. }S. 

A a " Latine 
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** Latine* vertit, reccnfuit, variis Obfcrvationibus locupl'etavit, Sc Hermencuti^ 
"cam N. F. Dogmaticam adjunxk, Lipfue, 1736," Mr. Black wall had the 
felicity to bring up many excellent fcholars in his seminaries at Derby and Bof- 
worth ; among others, the celebrated Richard Dawes *, author of the " Mif- 
" cellanea Critica/' and Sir Henry Atkins +, bart. who, being patron of ther 
church of Clapham in Surrey, prefented him, October 12, 1726, to that rec- 
tory (then fuppofed to be worth 300I. a year), as a mark of his gratitude 
and ellecm. This happening late in Mr. Blackmail's life, and he having oc- 
cafion to wait upon his old acquaintance Bifliop Gibfon (then Biihop oF 
London, but with whom Mr. Blackwall had been intimate whilft he enjoyed- 
the fee of Lincoln) for ordination, a young chaplain was examining him in 
the Greek Teftament, when the Biihop entered the room, and with great good- 
nature put an end to the examination by aiding the chaplain if he knew what 
he was about. " Mr. Blackwallj" faid the Biihop, " utulerftands more of the 
" Greek Teftament than you do, or I to help you J." The Grammar whereby 
Mr. Blackwall initiated the youth under his care into Latin was of his own 
compoiing, and fo happily fitted to the purpofc, that in 1728 he was prevailed 
upon to make it public, though his modefty would not permit him to fix his> 
name to it, becaufe he would not be thought to pre&ribc to other inftru&ors 
of youth || . It is intituled, ** A New Latin Grammar ; being a fhort, clear, and 
" eafy Introduction of young Scholars to the Knowledge of the Latin Tongue - r 
" containing an exacr. Account of the two firft Parts of Grammar." Early in 1729 
(to accommodate the families of his patrons Sir Wolftan Dixie and Sir Henry 



* Born in 1708, and admitted of Emanuel College, Cambridge, in 171;. In 17)6 he publi&cd a Spg- 
cimen of a Greek Tranflation of Paradifc Loft; of which, in his preface to the Milccllanca Critica, he hail 
candour enough to point out the impcrfeclinnj hiral'clf. The blot of hu life was taking part again!) BentlcV. 
from whom the prclcnt father of Greek literature in thr* country, Mr. Toup, acknowledges to have learned 
more than from alt the crincJ of all the apes before. Mr. Dami died in 17**, and left (TittM.- manuscripts, Jo 
which Mr. Bur£cfs (who has lately publilhtd a new- ami improved edition of the " Mifccilanea Critka"! 
had accefs. 1 here are fomc others in Dr. Afccw's collection, who bought Mt. DautVt library. Stc 
Mntv's Review, for February, 17*1. — A Dr. 1)j«ci (the father probably of the Critic) reftdej lomc years 
it" at StapUton, tuar HintkUy ; and is recoili.ft.cd to have been a gi cat fchular, and a icarchcr after the 
philosopher's ftone. 

+ The family of Atkins now extinct, were patrons of Clapham from 1641, when the king prefented to 
tin. living in the mitmrir\ of Richai d Atkir.s, hisv.aid. From 164; to 1*1(14 ti* c regilicis .ire loft. John 
fivrganv, D. D. w.n pivltnted (i.y' \» hotii d-K. n<Jt appear) loon *i'ter the Ktftoiatton, nnd died Aup. ih7«. 
]ohn Sx'vilc wa> prckiircd 167-, by John Bayi'cs and )<>\. Savilc, bee vice, probably rruftec* f»r a minor, or 
porchafcrs of next turn. Dr. Nichols* Bi jd\ ^tuc immediate prtdtccti >r ot Mr. Blackwall) was prefented 
»o the reftorv i:o;-6 by Dame Rebecca Atkins rtlic't of Sir Richard Atkins, bart. § Mr. Goodwin (rtclor 
of Maiket Bofwoitls, pro£tor for the rlcrj;v of the d;occfc of Lincoln, and fon-in-law to Sir Wolftan Dixie) 
was prcftntcd bv the trufleti of Sir Henry Atkins, bait, a mraor, grand Ton of Sir Henry, in June 1719. 
Mr. Goodwin died in 1743, and wai fuccccdcd by Sit Janic* Stoulioufc, LL. B. the prel'cnt rc&or, who 
was prci'cntcd bv Sir Richard Atkins, brother of Sir Henry. 

♦ Thi* fad is'ichted on the authority of Dr. Johnlen, to whom it was told by Mr. Fitxhetbert, one of 
Blackwall's Itholais. Another floiv nearly to the fame purport is told of Mi. Blackwall ; but it has alio beta 
told, and with more probability, of l3r. Bcntlcy ; sit. that being pertly qucftioncd by the chaplain as to the ex- 
tent of his learning, he replied, " Boy, I have forgot more than ever you knew." 

i| See "A ftiort lili>gium of the late Reverend and Learned Anthony Blackwall, jce." in "ThePrefent 
State of the Republick of Letter*, 1753," vol. VI. p. 71. — 1 have nt vet lien a copy of this Grammar j but 
am afl'Jred bv the grcateft Philologcr this country ever produced, that it has not much merit. By endeavour- 
ing to m.ikc the r.jlei of Grammar more fitnple than was poiliblc, he has onlv Oinvn, that the " eafier any 
iubj:£i is in its ewn natu:e, the harder it is to make it more caly by explanation." 

§ Dr. Bitdy held iVn reftory, with Richmond, lill hit dciih, which htpprncd Mirch x8, at ih«- »fe of *7. He trarf. 
Ui. d 1 he I'uln.s :n ira junition with Tate, and Virr.il s Ene.d. He alio «as »uih«e of three volaair* of ferioont, and a 
i :l; rJ. , intneltd, " R» P e, or the liinoecBt loifoflnr, 16^*. ' See mere of him is the Seletl Coliceti»n of Mrf- 
"tiltii'j fctoM, voI.V. p. 30a. 
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Atkins, who were nearly related *) he rcfigned the rectory of Clapham ; and 
retired to Markct-Bofivorth, where he was equally refpefted for his abilities and 
conviviality. He died at his fchool there, April 8, 1730. His fOn, John, who was 
many years an attorney at Stoke, died July 5, 1763, aged 56 ; and his epitaph has 
already appeared in p. 97. A daughter of.fhe fchoolmafter was married to William 
Cantrell, bookfeller at Derby. 

Oa a vifit to Market- Bofworth -|-> in May 1782, the principal object of my 
inquiries was the hillory of Mr. Blackball. Not the flightcft memorial is 
placed in the church to this ornament of their town J. Some faint trace of his 
having exiftcd was all that I could learn, except that the noble free fchool was under 
his aufpiccs attended by upwards of feventy fcholars ; and that the endowment, 
originally not more than feven pounds a year, is now fo much increafed that the 
mailer's falary amounts to at lcaft tool, befides 30I. for an affiftant, and 21I. for a 
perfon to teach writings The predeceflbr to Mr. Black wall was Richard Smith, M. A. 
who died in 1722 (as appears by an altar-tomb in the church-yard, inferibed proba- 
bly by Blackwall, but now almoft defaced by time). His fucceflbr was Mr. Crorap- 
ton ; and the prefent mafter is the rev. Mr. Slade. 

The church at Bofworth is large, and has a beautiful fpire. Within is a fpacious 
chancel, a body and two ailes, an old feptagon font, the remains of an organ which 
has been more than thirty years decayed, and fome remarkably handfomc pews be- 
longing to the Dixies, Mundays, and Burflems (the laft formerly belonging to 
General Godolphin). There is a handfomc monument for Sir Beaumont Dixie, 
who died in 17 19 ; and in the chancel is a flat ftone with this infeription: 

" Here liea the body of lie interred near thif place. 

Sara, wife of Mr. Thot Langmand, She wa> dutiful towards God 

dc Iflington, com' Midd', and and her neighbour to her life'* 

daughter of Jamct Orton, clerk, end, and in all her action* prudent, 

A. M. and Sufannah hit wife, juft, and fincere. 

who, with fcvcral of their children, Ob. Jan. 3, 1730." 

* Sir WoUkan Dixie, grandfather of the prefent baronet, married Rebecca, daughter of Sir Richard At- 
kinij by whom he had, befidet other children, one daughter Rebecca Maria, married to Sir Henry Atkini; 
and another, Barbara, married to the Rev. Mr. Goodwin. 

f That I might omit no pofliblc chance of being better acquainted with the hiftory of this ingeniout fcho- 
lar, the tomb* at Clapham have been fcarched, but with fruitleft inquiry. An epitaph on hit fueccflor in that 
rectory lhall, however, be here preferred, from a flat ftone formerly in the chancel of the church : 

" Here liei the body of Maiket Bofworth in LciccfterOiire ; 

The Rev. Mr. Jo km Goodwin, M. A. By whom he had one (on. 

Twenty-three yeart rtftor of this parifti. John *, now Fellow of New College, Oxon. 

He died Jan. it, 1753, in the 71ft year of hit age, and one daughter, 

He married Barbara * daughter of Rebecca, wife of Nicoi.so* Calvert, Kfq. 

Sir Wolstan Dixit, hart, of of Hunfdon, in the county of Hertford." 

♦ The ingeniout author of the Hiftory of Birmingham, after defcribing the hofpitality experienced at firft 
entering that town, and the general appearance of induftry which he law there, fayt, " I did not meet with 
" thit treatment in 1770 at Bofworth, where I accompanied a gentleman with no other intent than to view 
" the field celebrated for the fall of Richard the Third. The inhabitant* enjoyed the cruel fatitfa&ion of 
" letting their dogt at ut in the ftreet, merely becaufe we were ftrangcrs. Human figures, not their own, 
" are feTdom fcen in theft inheritable regiont. Surrounded with im pa liable roads, no uitcrcourfe with man 
« to huraanife the mind, or commerce to froooth their rugged manners, they continue the boors of 



The hofjmality and induftry of Birmingham will not be diJgraccd by mentioning that thofe good qualities arc 
equally uriking at Hinckley. I cannot add, however, that the roadt n und Bofworth were improved in 17S1 j 
but muft lay that even there I met at leaft with kind reception and civil anfwen, though they afforded very 
little information. 

1 Wb»died Jaly 1$, I7«7, aged 71. 

• Afterwardi rector of Paaierfrary., Kortktmptonlhjrc. He died Feb. 9, 1775, tgtd 51, tad wat beried with hit ft- 
thtr and mother. 

A a a i4- Rev. 
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14. Rev. Samuel Parr, Vicar of Hinckley. 

AS the memory of this gentleman is recollected with much efteem by feveral 
of the old inhabitants, I am forry I can fay no more of him than that he held 
the vicarage in 1702, and died in 1710. "His fon Robert was reelor of Horttead 
and Cottifhall in Norfolk, as appears by the epitaph on his widow, printed in p. 49; 
and his grandfon Robert is now a clergyman. Mr. John Parr, the vicar's brother, 
was many years an apothecary in the town of Hinckley. 

15. Rev. John Carte, Vicar of Hinckley. 

THIS worthy Divine (fon of Samuel Carte *, vicar of St. Martin's, Lcicefter, 
and brother to Thomas Carte the Hiflorian) was admitted a fcholar of Trinity 
Hall, Cambridge, Jan. 9, 1707, where he took the degree of LL. B. He was 
chaplain to William the fifth lord Digby ; and was prefented by his father (who 
pouefTcd the advowfon in right of his prebend) to the vicarage of Tachbrokc, in 
the county of Warwick ; and afterwards by the dean and chapter of Weft- 
minfter, on the recommendation of Bilhop Atterbury, to that of Hinckley, 
where he was inducted Dec. 20, 1720, and refided till his death, Sept. 17, 1735. 
He feldom failed to preach twice every Sunday in the church at Hinckley, and 
once at Stoke. The laft time he preached was the funeral fermon of his clerk' 
James Merry, after which he never more was able to attend the duties of the 
* church. The fermon at his funeral was preached by Dr. Jackfon, of Coventry, 

to a crowded congregation at Hinckley, where Mr. Carte was buried in the 
chancel near the communion table, and where no other memorial remains to his 
memory than an inscription on a gallery, that it was erected in 1723 whilft he 
was vicar; though his furviving parilhioners ftill fpeak of his learning, his probi- 
ty, his (implicit)' of manners, and his unaffected piety, with a degree of venera- 
tion. He was a mod zealous afTcrtor of the rites and ceremonies ot the church of 
England, which, he juftly obferved, were equally remote from the extremes of 
Popery and Fanaticism ; and his opinions were founded on the firm bafis of Scrip- 
ture, with which he was fo intimately acquainted, as to be able to repeat the 
greater part of the Bible. A favourite book of his was " Byfle's Beauty of Ho- 
" linefs," which, he faid, was worth its weight in gold. — Mofes Emanuel, a Jew 
of uncommon learning, well known in that part of the country as a travelling ped- 
lar, received always much pleafure from the convirfation of Mr. Carte, who in 
return took amazing pains to convince him of the truths of Christianity. Their 
friendly altercations were long 3nd frequent, and turned principally upon the fifty- 
firft and fifty-third chapters of Ilaiah. — His abfence of mind is recollected in many re- 
markable particulars. Some years before his death he paid his addrefl'es to Mifs 
Dugdale, of Blyth Hall near Colefhill (a lineal defcendant of the illuftrious An- 

• Of w! om, ami »lfr> of his foni Thomai and Samuel, and daughter Sarah (a great bcncfaftrxTi to the 
r pantti uf Guar Wigitun in Uitcftcrftirr) lee the Anecdote* of Mr. Bouyer, p. »<>» — 404, 566. 

tiquary), 
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tiquary), and the wedding day was fixed; but he actually forgot to go till the 
day after that which was agreed on, when the lady with indignation rcfufed her 
hand, and the match was broken off. Perpetually abforpt in thought, he was 
carelcfs in his drefs, and totally deftitute of ceconomy. He even earned his care- 
leirnefs in money matters to fuch a degree, that when the inhabitants of Stoke have 
brought to him the tithes, which he never took the trouble to alk for, he has not 
uncommonly (if he chanced to be engaged with a book) rcqucfted them to come 
at a future time, though perhaps the next hour he was obliged to borrow a gui- 
nea for fubfulence. The parfonage-houfc adjoins to the church-yard ; yet he was 
frequently fo engaged in ftudv, that the fermon-bell has rung till the congregation 
were weary of waiting, and the clerk was under the neccflity of reminding him 
of his duty. — During the fifteen years in which he was vicar of Hinckley, he neg- 
lected to make any demand for tithes of the hamlet of The Hide; which his- brea- 
ther Thomas (his adminitlrator) difcovering after his death, made a claim on the 
inhabitants of that hamlet for tithes in kind; and, to recover them, filed a bill 
in chancer)', which came to a hearing in Ealtcr term, May lj, 1747. The de- 
fendants infilled that the vicarage was never endowed, and that a contributory 
payment of feventcen lhillings which had formerly been made was in lieu of all 
tithes •, and that tithes in kind were not paid within the memory of man. Mr. 
Carte, being obliged to prove the endowment, as his brother was only vicar, and 
not rector, procured from the abbot of Lyra an attcfted copy of a grant in 
1209 from the abbot and convent of Lyra to the vicar of Hinckley, as evidence 
of endowment of all manner of tithes to the vicar of the parifh. This inftrument, 
however, was not admitted to be read. Mr. Carte next produced three terriers, 
thefirftof them dated 1638; the reading of which was allowed, as being evi- 
dence, though not conclufive. As the impropriators (the dean and chapter of 
Weftmmfter) did not think proper to difclaim their right to the tithes, which 
might have put an end to the queflion in favour of Mr. Carte, an ilTue was di- 
rected, " to try whether the vicar of Hinckley is intitled to tithes in kind of 
" the hamlet of Hide, in the parifti of Hinckley *," and the plaintiff had time 

and 

* I (hall here fubjoin the whole cafe, at I find it reported by Atkyn*, III. 4: 6. 

The bill wat brought for a fubftrattion and account of tithes, a^iinlt the inhabitants and occupicn of. 
Hinckley in J.ciccflci ihirr. The dctVndatits in:ift upon a c»n:ribm<» y modus of fetcnttcn tfulimpi for the 
land* which th< v huld ',( the hamlti "f Hide in the lame p.irilh. The" dean and chapter of Wtltminftcr, who 
are the rcitot*, <in not in their anfwtr dilclaim the right to the tithe;, but icier to their Ulki, who appre- 
hended flic h.id no tip! t, and hat never collected them. 

Mr. Attorney General f<«r the defendants. He I ml, a vicar of common iij;!it is not intiilcd to tithe*, but 
by virtue of an endowment or gr.'nt from thofc who wire the cumis of the land. An antictit payment for 
riihci is a modus, and luppofcs un agreement orifinally. 

Lord Chakcej-Lor. " A gtncral charge of an endow ment is fuflictcnt to intitlc the plaintiff to fhew 
** an endowment at tiie hearing, without mentioning the pattieului f«t of endowment." . 

Mr. Attorney Genera) then went on, ;ind (aid, i he receipts run in tliit rt ^nncr : " May 1701, received 
" liven of Roixit Bull the fum of eleven th'llinj:^ and four-pence for the tithe i!ucat Lady-day, for hit part 
" of the Hide vrounds. Signed John P.ir." Other u-ccipts call it The Hides only. 

Mr- Clarkc'ol the Jiiinc fide cited Hirdcalllc verfus bnmnlon, Jl)v 174*, before Lord Hardwicke,. 
to fhew that the court wit I not construe the modus with great nicety where it it in general properly fet out by 
the anfwci 

Mr. livais of the fimc fide : A rcft-r hat nothing to do but to make out hit rule to the rcftory, and the. 
tithet will be due of courfe to him, but othtrwife at t<» a vicar- There is> no evidence anfet from vifage, for 
the plaintiff has not been, able to (hew the tithc» « ere even paid to the vicar. That a terrier, neither here, or. 
at mfi /'m;, has hi rti admitted to be evidence of the \ic«r. right, untcl. ufagc goes along wuh it. 

Mr. Srihiiiot General for the plaintiff laid, ih it in the cafe of Berry vcrl'us Lvans, Lord Chief Baron Co- 
rn > n f icmnly determined, that even againft a lay impropriator you cannot ptcfciibc in ntn dt< imamit ; and in 
eattajaiochial placet the King it intiilcd ; and if it appeart the rc£lor is not miitlcd, the vitar mull. 
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and opportunity given him to ellhblifti the ancient endowment, and to examine 
rit by commiilion, which was not executed. This iflue was afterwards tried } 

T.oJtn Chancs-M-OH. " Tint is an linufual demand, as it is a bit! brought bv an adminiftrtror of • 

vicar who was for i < ye art togetr 
" tiilic was pa«l, nor demand ever 
" oce. H i< right depends on t«v< 

fhewn a right to the ttthei in kind. ' Secondly, whether the modus let up by the "dcfendanfi anfwer if 
" .1 fufficicnt bar to that right. I will take up the fecund qucftion firft. lam of opinioa the modus, aa 
" ft a ted in the anfwers of the defendants, is not fufficicntly laid in point nf taw. It it more corre&ly laid in 
'* the feeond anfwer, and i» laid there in the following manner ; feventeen (hillinps in the whole paid for The 
" Hide; in lieu and iatisfactinn of all tithet, 5*. and 8d. for the part of Hides in the occupation of 
" '"'jili a peifiro, 4f. aDd 4d. for the part in the occupation of another, and ?s. for the part in the occupation 
<• of another. Two olijcttions have been taken hy the plaintiff** counfel, that tt dot' net lav tiie time when 
•« it if to be paid, nor enumerates the perfont by whom it is 10 be paid. At to the rirft, in the court of Ex- 
«• cheque, if a particular time was not laid, that court i'ormcily would have over-ruled the modus, and not 
" ^ont imt> the merit* ; but Uttcily they have very properly let in 3 greater latitude of proof, and it is fuffi- 
" rti nr if i: it laid at a particular time, or thereabouts. Hut the fecond is what 1 lay lircfs upon, that it is 
" not laid by whom it i. to be paid ; and I dc*not know any cafe in the books, or in experience, where it it 
*' not qtlctl^i'd to be paid by lbmcbodv ; ami it if very reafonablc it fliould be faid by whom, becaufe the 
•• \mfbn mav then he Sure to whom he mud apply, oragainft whom he may have a remedy for hit titbet. 
" Thi> cannot be lupplied bv faying that in other parts of the anfwer they have (hewn the seventeen fhil- 
" lings have been paid by (hole peilons who have held thefc lands, for that may be accidental j and though 
" it ha* been (iiid this court does not take cuftums fo ftrictly certain as courts of law, yet this court requires 
" cuftotns to be fubflantially hid. If before the court of Exchequer, where cafe* of this kind are more fee. 
■** quent, it would have been over-rnled at once. The next qucftion if upon the evidence. No proof hat 
" been read to fhew there ever was fuch an entire modus paid of levcntecii {hillings a years but the defendants 
«« add fcvcral inoduffes together, and then, by computation in arithmctick, make juft the fum of feventecn 
" millings: U tome mcafurc like the Duke of Grafton's cafe of fines, where, by looking into the Lord's 
•• books, they found what wat the largest tine he took, and charged that fum to be the customary payment. 
" There is no evidence that thele payments .ire applicable to the modus, and therefore I am of opinion it it 
•' not fufficiently made out. Upon the opinioa 1 have given as to this part, if the plaintiff had been rector I 
«' mould have decreed at once for him ; but a rcclot difJcrs materially from a vicar. A rector has, and fo hat 
41 a lay impropriator, a right to ail the tithe* in the paritli, and has nothing to do but to prove himlelf rector: 
" it is othciwile with regard to a vicar, for he mult (hew an actual endowment, or evidence of the 
44 In the firft place, there is no evidence here of payment of tithes in kind, which will be a 1 



•' terial confidcration againft a vicar than a rector. Whether the anfwer be fo formally drawn ax might be, 
" yet it if fufficicnt ax to the denial of the plaintiff right j for though the defendants admit Carte was vicar' 
" yet they fay thev do not know o« believe that he was intitled to the inclofcd grounds of Hinckley, and 10 
** all or any part of the tithes. So that, by their anfwer, they infift he was not intitled ; but then it it argued 
" for the plaintiff, that the defendants fetting up a modus it an implication that the virar was intitled to 
44 tithes, and to be fure it iv, but this doet not preclude the defendants from objecting to the plaintiff's title 
" and it would be hard to preclude them ; becaufe they fail in the defence they fit up for themfdvet. Sup- 
44 pofe a plaintiff at law declare*, and the defendant pleads any thing in bar which bv presumption admits 
" the demand, w hereupon the plaintiff demurs, and the court holds the plea bad, yet they will ftill fee whe> 
** ther the plaintiff in his declaration hat made a cafe fumcient to intitlc him to recover! The plaintiff is, 
" unfortunatclv for him, precluded by the rule of this court from reading the evidence of the endowment, 
" which it if faid would have put this matter out of qucftion. The abbot of Lyra in Normandy hat fern a 
certificate of the original agreement between the rector and the vicar in relation to the tithes ; but thouptj 
41 it appears to come out of the abbot't hands, yet at it does not appear that tt came out of the eharter-hou re 
*' of the abbot, or that he wat the proper officer to keep the record*, it could not be admitted to be read 
*• Even before the Reformation, a certificate from a foreign abbey wat not allowed } thcicfore, at the original 
•' deed relating to the endowment cannot be retd, 1 mult take it from the evidence before me, which it that 
*' no tithe has ever been paid to the vicar. The terriers are very dark, and 1 can haidly make any iudg'ment 
44 of them j and it it very far from being dear from thence, that tithe* in kind were ever paid to the vicar. 



r — j — » , ....... r VB x ^tm m »v I law ▼ IV ikt , 

" A vicar may not only be endowed of the tithet of a parifh, bat of a petition » likewise ; and therefore how 
can I preiume he wat endowed of the tithet, when he might be endowed of this annual pavment by way 
» of penfion • If it depended upon this only, 1 would inquire, whether in any cat* tithet have been decreets 
in kind to a viear, where there 11 no evidence of tithe> having ever been paid to him in kind. The dean 
44 and chapter, the rectors, do not difclaim their right to the tithe* ; if they had, it might have put an end to 
'• the qucftion in favour of the viear ; thit being the cafe, i am not satisfied he it intitled to the tithes in 
" kind, and therefore it muft be put in a method of trial, it it faid the rectors ought to be parties to itie 
" i;Tue, but it it not neceffary they fhould, for where an impropriator's right docs not come in qucftion he 
" need not even be made a party to a bill that is brought for fubftraction of tithes." 

* Wbitb, however, wat •* the cafe at Hinckley. See the extiact from Pope Nicholas's Valor, ia p. j. 

when 
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when the jury found that the vicar in his life-time was not intitled to tithes in 
kind, and, July 17, 1749, the bill was difmifled with cofta. The arrears of the 
modus, however, were adjudged to Mr. Carte *. 

16V Rev. John Dyer^ 

OF this gentleman Dr. Johnfbn could collect no other account than his own Let- 
ters to Mr. Duncombe, publiihed with Hughes's correfpondence, and the notes atlded 
by the editor, afforded. He was born in 1 700, the fecond 4- fon of Robert Dyer of 
Aberglafney in Caermarthcnfhire, a folicitor of great capacity and note. He pafTed 
through Wcftminfter fchool under the care of Dr. Freind, and was then called 
home to be in (trucked in his father's profeffion. His father died foon, and he 
took no delight in the ftudy of the law, but, having always amufed himfclf with 
drawing, relblved to turn painter, and became pupil to Mr. Richardfon, an artift 
then of high reputation, but now better known by his books than his pictures. 
Having ftudicd awhile under his mafler, he became, as he tells his friend, an 
itinerant painter, and wandered about South Wales and the parts adjacent ; and 
about 1727 printed *' Grongar Hill J." Being, probably, unfatisfied with his 
own proficiency, he, like other painters, travelled to Italy ; and coming back 
in 1740, published " The Ruins of Rome." If his poem was written foon after 
his return, he did not make much ufe of his acquisitions, whatever they might 
be ; for decline of health, and love of ftudy, determined him to the church. He 
therefore entered into orders ; and, it feenis, manied about the fame time a lady 
of Colcfhill, named En for § ; " whofe grandmother," fays he, '* was a Shakfpeare, 
** defcended from a brother of every body's Shakfpeare." His ccclefiaftical provifion 
was a long time but (lender. His firft patron, Mr. Harper, gave him, in 1741, Cal- 
thorp in Le i cc Iter fh ire of eighty pounds a year, on which he lived ten years ; and, 
in April 17 -,7, exchanged it for Helchfordin Lincolnfhire of feventy-five, which was 
given him by Lord Chancellor Hardwicke, on the recommendation of a friend to Vir- 
tue and the Mufes His condition now began to mend. In 1752, Sir John Hcath- 
cotc gave him Coningiby, of one hundred and forty pounds a year; and in 1756, 
when he was LL. B. without any felicitation of his own, obtained for him from the 
Chancellor Kiikby on Banc, of one hundred and ten. " 1 was glad of thi*," fays 
Mr Dyer in 175^, " on account of its nearnefs to me, though 1 think mvfelf 
" a lofcr by the exchange, through the cxpcncc of the feal, difpenfations -f-f, jour- 
" neys, &c. and the charge of an old houle, half of which 1 am going to pull 
" down." The houfe, which is a very good one, though deferted by the prefent 

'* Sec Vcrev's Report!, I. 3. 

+ Bcnntt Dyer, cUi. of Aberdafncv (probably hi* elder brother) wsu high fhcrifTof Cardigan in 173*. 

t F'tft printed in Lewis's MiLccllany. This poem " ii not very accurately written; but the Utnt%' 
" which it difplays arc lb pleating, the image* which (hey ratle fa welcome to the mind, and the reflc&iont 
" of the wriici fo confeiant to the general lenfo or experience of mankind, that when it h once read, it 
" will r< rc^d arain." Dr. Johnson. 

§ Sirter of Mr. Strong Enfor, who, after being clerk to Mr. Cox an attorney at Coicm.il I, entered ;ii:e>- 
partntrihtp «i'h Mr. Pvirefoy of Hinckley, whole dau^itcr he married j and afterwaid* mired 10 an cflate 
rh it fr.rt of Suffolk which joins Cambridgcmire, as mentioned in p. 33.— A Mr. Thoir.iii Eufbr of Uofton 
(poihclv their father) was a member of the Gentlemen's Society at Spalding. 

1 ' i,jnicl U'i ny, el'q. one of the deputy tdlers ot the E\chcqu'rr, and a Curator of the Hntiih Mafcum. For 
thii ftiul'.-naii Mr. Dyer fecms to havc'entciumcd the nnccieit regard; ai indeed every one mutf do who 
h.i the honour of hi-, acouaiDtancc. The Writer of thisiliiloiy is proud of having been diftingiufned by the 
fucat'.Iv notice of Mi. U'ray. 

•»| He lud a difpenfation, in September 1751, to hold Bclcbiord and Coningfty; and another, in July 175*, 
w hold Coning/by with Kirkby. 

incumbent, 
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incumbent", owes much of its improvement to Mr. Dyer. His ftudy, a little room 
with white walls, afcended to by two fteps, had a handfomc window to the church* 
yard, which he (lopped up, and opened a lefs that gave him a full view of the fine 
church and caAlc at Tatelhall, about a mile off, and of the road leading to it. He 
alfo improved the now neglected garden. In May 1757, he was again in mortar; 
rebuilding a large barn, which a Tate wind had blown down, and gathering ma- 
terials for rebuilding above half the parfonage-houfe at Kirkby. " Thefe," he 
fays, " fomc years ago, I fhould have called trifles; but the evil days are come; 
t( and the lighted thing, even the grafs hopper, is a burden upon the ihouldcrs 
" of the old and fickly." He had then juft publilhcd " The Fleece *," 
his greateft poetical work ; of which Dr. Johnfon relates this ludicrous ftory. 
Dodfley the bookfcllcr was one day mentioning it to a critical viftvor, with more 
expectation of fuccefs than the other could eauly admit. In the conversation the 
author's age was afked ; and being reprcfented as advanced in life, " He will," 
faid the critic, u be buried in woollen." He did not indeed long outlive that 
publication, nor long enjov the increafe of his preferments ; for he died in 1758. 
Mr. Gough, who vifited Coningfby, Sept. 5, 1782, could find no memorial erected 
to him in the church, which is a very handfomc building, with a lofty fquarc 
tower open at bottom with three high arches. Mrs. Dyer, on her hulband's de- 
cealc, retired to her friends in Caernarvonlhirc, where Ihe is fuppofed to be ftill rc- 
fident. In 1756 they had four children living, three girls, and a boy. Of thefe, 
Sarah died fingle. The fon, a youth of the mod amiable difpofition, heir to his 
father's truly claflical taflc, and tp his uncle's -f- eflatc of three or four hundred a 
year in Suffolk, tjevoted the principal part of his time to travelling ; and died in 
London, as he was preparing to fct out on a tour to Italy, in April 1 782, at the age 
of 32. This young gentleman's fortune is divided between two furviving filters; 
one of them married to alderman Hewitt of Coventry ; the other, Elizabeth, to 
the Rev. John Gaunt X of Birmingham. Mr. Dyer had fome brothers, all of 
whom were dead in 1756 except one, who was a clergyman, yeoman of his 
majefty's almonry, lived at Marybone, and had then a numerous family. 

* Of , 'Tru:Fleece I , 'faysDr.Johnfou, which never became popular, and U now univcrfallv negk£lcd,I can fay 
little that ii likely to recall it to attention. The woolcomber and the poet appear tome fuch difcordant natures, 
thst an atrmipt to bring them together it to cnupic the ferpent v» tth the fowl. When Dyer, whole mind wa» not' 
unpocrical, has done his utmnft, bv intcrcfting hit reader in our native commodity, by intcrfperfing rural 
imagery and incidental digrcflUwta, by cloathing final I image* in gteat wotdi, and by all the writer* am of 
dilution, the meaning naturally adhering, and the irreverence habitually annexed to trade and manufacture, 
fink hint under infupcrable opprcflton ; and the difsnjft which bl ink vcrlc, encumbering and encumbered, fu- 
pcraddt to an unplcafmg fubjecl, foon rcpcli the reader, however willing to be pleafed. Let mc however ho- 
neftty report whatever mav counterbalance thit weight of cenfurc. I have been told that Akenfide, who, 
upon a poetical que ft ion, hat a right to be heard, faid, " That tic would regulate hit opinion of the reigmng 

tafte bv Dyer'i l-'licce ; for, if that were ill-received, he fliould not think it any longer rcafcnablc to expect 
** fame from excellence." 1 mav add that hit " Fleece" had received many ** blottingi and corrections, and 
" funic helps, from hit kind friend Dr. Akenfide." It waa " precipitated to the pre fa," he add», by the 
folicitation of Mr. Wray. The following fliort epigram may pcrhapt be worth preferring: 

Advcnt'rous Jafon ftolc a f?o'dcn Fleece; 
Dyer't own wool produced a Silver Piece, 

Mr. Dyer call* " good Mr. Edwards" author of the " Canona of Criticifm," hil particular friend; and 
in Savage's premt a:e two Epiflltt to Dyer, one of them in anfwer to the beautiful little poem, which begin* 
•• Have mv friends in the town, in the gay bufy town, 
" Forgot fuch a man at John Dyer." 

+ Mr KnUir; of whom fee p. i$j. 

; Who has l.ten mentioned in pp. 14.36,3s IcITce of the £!ebo!and at Hinckley under the Dean and Chap- 
ter of W'cftminfUr. 

1 7. Rev. 
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17. Rev. Thomas Morres*, D D. Vicar of Hinckley, 

Succeeded the Rev. Jofeph Cardalc, M. A. as vicnr of Hinckley and rector of 
Stoke, &c. This worthy gentleman was a fellow of Hertford College, Oxford, 
and chaplain to the late princefs dowager of Wales. He was bk-ficd with a liberal 
and manly difpofition. He recommended, encouraged and promoted peace, har- 
mony, and good neighbourhood ; and was an encourager of induftry and frugality. 
He was naturally ftudious himfclf, and fond of promoting the fame inclination 
in others. He was well acquainted with the learned languages and arts and fci- 
ences, to which he had moft happily and fuccefsfuly applied himfclf ; for his di- 
ligence was great and indefatigable, and his memory very tenacious. Though he 
had a general knowledge of literature, yet he was more particularly intimate with 
the Grecian learning, and ftudioufly examined both the ancient and modern fyf- 
rcms of philofophy : there was fomething in his very countenance exprellive of 
the extent and keennefs of his underftanding. He had a critical knowledge of the 
clafBc authors, and in his compofitions joined their cafe and elegance with the 
more fublime parts of knowledge which appear in the facred writings, to the ftu- 
dy of which he more particularly applied himfelf, for he fteadily attended the 
facred duties of his calling. His public difcourfes were grave, clear, and ele- 
gant; on wcll-chofen fubjects, and delivered in a manner peculiar to himfclf, 
which fecured the attention of his hearers : his fubtilty in diftinguiihing in diffi- 
cult points was very extraordinary, and his judgement in making right dccifions 
extremely (harp and accurate, and delivered with fo much judgement and pro- 
priety of language, that they were fit for the moft learned audience, and yet fo 
intelligible as to be proper for the meaneft capacity. With regard to his charac- 
ter as a miniftcr, he was faithful, pious, and truly worthy the name of a Chriftian. 
In private converfation, he was free from that rcferve and auftcrity obfcrvablc in 
ftudious and contemplative men, after the mind has been long intent on grave and 
important fubjects, deep refearches, or abftrufe fpcculations ; fo that what render- 
ed him (till more to be admired was, he was extremely pleafant and agreeable in 
private converfation. It is a very falfe idea that piety arifes from a gloomy temper, 
a chearful mind naturally produces good-will towards men, and gratitude to God; 
it inclines us to receive pleafure from all the objects which furround us, and to 
dwell upon what is moft beautiful and moft excellent ; whence we are led to the 
contemplation of the Divine Being, who is the fource of ail perfection. In fttort, 
in him the Graces and the Sciences were happily blended and united ; fo that in 
whatever point of view we fee him, whether as the grave divine, the fcholar, or 
the gentleman, or collectively united in one ftriking point, we behold an object: 
worthy our moft ferious attention and imitation. He refided very conftantly in 
the vicarage-houfe at Hinckley ; but, making an occafional vifitto London in 176 1, 
was fuddenly fnatched from life, at his lodgings in Great Shire Lane, leaving his 

• The materials of chit article were commuoieatcd by Mr. Robinfon. 
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numbcrlcfs friends almoft inconfolable for his lofs, March 16, 1761, aged 47 
years, and was buried near the font in the South aile of Hinckley church. 
It is remarkable that he told fomc friends at Hinckley, his mind foreboded he 
never Ihould return alive. He left iflue, by Anne his wife, one fon Robert, and 
one daughter Elizabeth, both young. His epitaph in the chancel, written by 
Dr. Freind Dean of Canterbury, has been already printed in p. 40 ; ahd in p. 
47. a flight fpecimen of his own poetry may be feen, in the verfes on the family 
ofMr.Hurft. 

18. Mr. John Dal by, Schoolmafter of Hinckley. 

In p. 141 fomc account has been given of Mr. Vynes, which I thould be happy 
to continue with fome particulars of his fuccefibrs j but have been able to learn 
Iktle more than the names of 

Mr. Joseph Woodland, a man much cfteemed as a fcholar, who prefided in 

the Latin fchool at Hinckley about the clofe of the laft century ; 
The Rev. John Blakesley, who rcfigned the fchool on receiving church pre- 
ferment ; and was fucceeded by 
Mr. John Led brook; and he by 

Mr. Dalbv ; of whom 1 have received the following account from Mr. Robin- 
fon, who was his fcholar: " He was elected fchool-mafter in 17391 principally 
" through the recommendation of my grandfather Sanfome * ; a favour which he 
'< always gratefully acknowledged. He was tall of ftatuxe and well proportioned, and 
" in his fchool kept up a proper order and fubordination among his fcholars as they 
" advanced in learning. His cafting a look over the fchool was obfcr?ed with awe 
«* and filence. His epitaph (written by a clergyman of the church of England, 
•« with whom he was intimately acquainted) is here tranferibed from a tomb-uone 
" in the church yard of Afton Flamville, where he always expreffed a great incli- 
*' nation to be buried. 

" In memory here inienwd. He died 

•f Mr. John Dal by, late mailer Aujuft the 16th, 1771, 

of the Free G rem mar School at aged 65 year*. 

HlNCKLIY in thi» county; 

the duties of which ufeful calling There needs no .epitaph to (bund his praife, 

he difcharged with the ftrifttft tare Or other trophic* to hi* memory .raife : 

and attention upwardt of forty year*, Here lie* an noncft and an upright man} 

and by hi* own particular reuueft liet Reader, go thou and imitate hi* plan." 

It may be here obferved, that the names I have given are thofe of the Lathi 
fchoolmafters ; for there are two diftinlt fchools under the patronage of the Feo£ 
fees, one called The Free Grammar School, the other frniply The Free School. The 
Latin language, however, has been fo little cultivated of late years at Hinckley, 
that Mr. Dalby had very few pupils who ftudied it. And a regular boarding aca- 
demy having been in 1779 introduced by Mr. Gallaway, the prefent vicar, the of- 
fice of Latin mafter at the Free fchool is become merely nominal, being filled fince 
the death of Mr. Dalby by Mr. William Allen, who was at firft put in oBly a» 

• Thi« appear* from an original Utter to Mr. Saniomc, dated Wotthington, Jan. 13, 1739, now in the pof- 
feflion of Mr. Robin Con. 
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a temporary matter, and whofe only employment is to teach young children to 
read their mother tongue. The Englifh free fchool, in which writing and arith- 
metic are alfo taught, is under the care of Mr. William Ward, the printer and 
bookfcller of the town. 

There is likewife a free fchool at Stoke, of which the Rev. Mr. Brown is the 
prefent matter, founded in the 30th year of the reign of King Charles the Second, 
anno Dom. 1678, by Mrs. Hefter Hodges of Somerfet Houfe in the Strand in the 
county of Middlefex. It is by the foundrefs ordered, that it be called " The Free 
'* Grammar School of Stoke Golding, of the Foundation of Mrs. Hefter Hodges ;" 
being intended for the education of youth in the principles of the Chriftian reli- 
gion, according to the eftabliihment of the Church of England, together with the 
training them up in fuch human literature as may be advantageous and ufeful to- 
wards rendering them true and genuine fons of the Church, loyal and obedient 
fubjecls to the King. 

19. Mr. Joseph Nutt, Apothecary, of Hinckley. 

Of this ingenious perfon Mr. Robinfon, who knew him well, and who when a 
boy was diftinguiihed by him with more than ordinary attention, has obligingly 
furniftied me with the following very curious memorial. 

*' Mr. Joseph Nutt was educated at the free grammar fchool in Hinckley, 
where he made a very confiderablc progrefs in learning, and at a proper age was 
put apprentice to Mr. John Parr of Hinckley, an eminent apothecary, and brother 
to the then Vicar, in which nation by bis diligence and induftry he gained great 
confidence and relpe& from his matter and the whole family: for he was like Jo- 
feph in Pharaoh's houfe ; he had the care of domeftic affairs very much under 
his direction, and frequently his matter would defire that Jofeph might be called, 
that he might hear what he would fay upon any particular occafion. After this, 
he attended the hofpitals in London, that he might be properly qualified for his 
profeffion, and on his return to Hinckley carried on for many years a considerable 
bufinefs with reputation and fuccefs, and was very much approved of in his pro- 
feffion. Some time about the middle of life he was chofen one of the furveyors of 
the highways for the parifh, when he adopted a new method for improving the fame, 
by turning over the roads the water that came from the town, which being confidcr- 
ably enriched by walhing the ftreets and public finks, what he could fpare from 
the roads, or rather after it had done the bufinefs there, he conveyed upon the 
lands of thofe who approved of his proceeding. The confequence was, rfie land 
was enriched, like ancient Egypt by the overflowings of theTiver Nile. The effed 
of the water upon the road, in that part below the town that is now the Coventry 
turnpike road, was, that it fcrved like a boulting-mill ; it wafhed and carried off 
the muddy foul parts upon the land; and the fandy, gravelly, and ftoney parts 
remaining by their own gravity, were left firm; for the. road was fometimes 
wet, and fometimes dry, as he let it out of a refervoir for that purpofc at pleafure. 
By this method it became good for faddle and pack horfes ; the laft of which 
occupied the roads very much at that time of day; for the pit-coal from the War- 
wickibire mines was brought by them in confiderable quantities. It was alfo 
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much better for the draft-horfes ; though when much ufed by thefe, efpecially in 
the coal bufinefs, the wheels of thefe carriages being at' that time very narrow, and 
generally laying on great loads, were apt to difturb and cut thefe roads, for the 
materials ufed were commonly fand dug by the road fide, which was done at a 
moderate expence. If upon this more gravelly or ftony materials had been ap- 
plied, there is no doubt, though the expence would have been greater, the road 
would have been much better. This, being a new way of proceeding, met with a 
difference of reception in the parifh, which was at length lb divided, that a party 
determined to put him out of his office. The party in his favour prevailing, he 
was continued for fomc time ; but this raifed him many enemies, who were ready 
on every occafion to infult and ridicule their furveyor. It has been faid, by way 
of farcalm, that he fpent much of his time in the valuation of land, " the good- 
" nefs or badnels of which, like the celebrated Mr. Arthur Young, he partly 
«' judged of from the tarte." As he was not however himfelf a purchaser, it 
is evidrnt fomc pcrfons entertained a good opinion of his abilities in this parti- 
cular ; of whom Sir Dudley Ryder, when attorney general, and other rcfpcclable 
names, might be mentioned ; but as this would be fctting him up too high, his 
enemies rather chufc to afcribc to him the above-mentioned mode of judging of land. 
If this had been his method, I lhould doubtlcfs have obferved it, as he frequently 
made me vifits, I being at that time young in life, and making many experiments 
on foils and vegetation, a fubjedt that he took much pleafure in. But admitting 
this to be the cafe, the falts, fulphurs, &c. with which the different foils abound, 
are the very fpirit and life of vegetation ; for, extract thefe, or exhauft the land 
of them by frequent crops without manuring, and the ground foon becomes bar- 
ren. If a perfon's tafte was fo exquifite as to make thele diftinctions, he certainly 
might form a very good judgement of the goodnefs or badnefs of land. 

Mr. Nutt lived in terms of great friendfhip with the ingenious author of 
" The Fleece who thus takes occafion to celebrate his ufeful talents: 

" Various as aether is the pafloral care: 

" Through flow experience, by a patient bread, 

" 'I he whole long leffon gradual is attain'd, 

" By precept after precept, oft rccciv'd 

" With deep attention : fuch as Nucecs rings 

" To the full vale near Soarc's * enamour'd brook, J 

" While all is filencc : fweet Hincklean fwain ! 

" Whom rude obfeurity fevercly clafps : 

" The Mufe, howe'er, will deck thy fimple cell 

*' With purple violets and primrofe flowers, 

" Well-pleas'd thy faithful leffons to repay." 

Mr. Nutt was alfo in continual friendfhip with the family of the Parrs through 
life. The Rev. Mr. Robert Parr, re&or of Horftcad and Cottifhall in the county 
of Norfolk, let him the houfc where he lived many years, at a very eafy rent, on 

* The principal river in Leiceftcrfliirt. 

a lcafe 
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a Tcafe for life. The leafe itfelf, which I once faw in his friend's own hand-wri- 
ting, was a kind of curiofity, being very Ihort and expreflive, and free from the 
incumbrances and repetitions that generally attend thefc things. 

He died Oc>. 16, 1775, at tnc of 75 J am * tcftified in his laft will his dc- 
fire of doing benefit to the town of Hinckley, by the ufeful legacy recorded in 
p. 29. 

I have purpofcly omitted giving his character, as that has been already done in 
his epitaph, p. 50, written by his intimate friend the Rev. Mr. Robert Parr, fon 
of the rector of Horftcad, and grandfon of the vicar of Hinckley." 

19. John Blair, LL. D. Vicar of Hinckley. 

OF the early part of this gentleman's life, no particulars have come to my 
knowledge. He was educated at Edinburgh ; and came to London in company 
with Andrew Henderfon, a voluminous writer, who in his title-pages fly Jed himfclf 
A. M. and for fome years kept a bookfeller's (hop in Weftminfler Hall. Hen- 
derfon's firft employment was that of an uiher at a febool in Hedge Lane, in 
which he was fucceeded by his friend Blair, who io 1754 obliged the world 
with a valuable publication, under the title of *' The Chronology and Hiilory 
"of the World, from the Creation to the Year of Chrift 1753. Wuftratcd 
" in LVI Tables j of which IV are introductory and contain the Centuries prior 
" to the Fir A Olympiad ; and each of the remaining Lll. contain in one ex- 
" panded View 50 years, or Half a Century. By the Rev. John Blair, LL. D." 
This volume, which is dedicated to Lord Chancellor Hardwicke, was published 
by fubfeription, on account of the great expence of the plates, for which the 
author apologized in his Preface -f*, where be acknowledged great obligations 
to the Earl of Bith, and announced fome Chronological Diflertations, wherein 
lie propofed to illuflrate the difputed points, to explain the prevailing fyflcms 
of chronology, and to eflablifli the authorities upon which fome of the particular 
reras depend. In January 1755 he wa« elected a fellow of the Royal Society, 
and in 1761 of the Society of Antiquaries. Io 1756 he publifhed a fecond edi- 
tion of his " Chronological Tables." In September 1757 he had the honour of 
being appointed chaplain to the Piincefs Dowager of YVales, and mathematical 
tutor to his Roval Highnefs the Duke of York ; and, on Dr. Townfliend's 
promotion to the deanry of Norwich, the fcrvices of Dr. Blair were rewarded,. 

«t " The engraving of the table*." fiy* Dr. Blair, " hat enabled m to render the whole more diflinft and 
mfcful than could have been done by common printing; becaufr the fifty faint hair lines, which ron actor* 
every plate, contain each of thrm an united view of the world for one year; and lead the eye, bv a plain and 
clear direction, from any particular event, to the year of the reign of the different king* of particular king- 
doms; and fo onw»rH», m the year of the particular xrat corrclponding to that event ; or bv reverie, from tile- 
year of the sera, and through the intermediate column* to the opposite page, where the particular event it n - 
filtered. And thil it indeed the true rcafon, why the common manner of printing w»» thought to be left pro- 
per, and we have preferred that of engraving; which, from it* great rtprncc, made it neccflary to publilh by 
liiblcnption ; a method which oa many other account* wc lhouid mod willingly have declined." 

March- 
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March 10, 1761, with a prebendal flail in the collegiate church of St. Peter at 
Weftminflcr. The vicarage of Hinckley happeniug to fall vacant fix days af- 
ter by the death of Dr. Morres, Dr. Blair was prefented to it by the dean and 
■chapter of Wcllminflcr ; and in Augufl that year he obtained a difpenfation to 
hold with it the rectory of Burton Goggles in Lincolnfhire. In September 1763 
he attended his royal pupil the duke of York in a tour to the continent ; had 
the f<uis t ad ion of vifiting Lifbon, Gibraltar, Minorca, mod of the principal cities 
in Italy, and fevcral parts of France; and returned with the Duke in Auguft 
1764. In 1768 he publifhed an improved edition of his "Chronological Ta- 
" bles," which he dedicated to the Princefs of Wales, who " had expreffed her 
" early approbation of the former edition *." To the new edition were annexed, 
" Fourteen Maps of Ancient and Modern Geography, for illuftrating the Ta- 
" bles of Chronology and Hiftory. To which is prefixed a DilTcrtation on the 
*• Progrcfs of Geography. By John Blair, LL. D. F. 11. S. and A. S. and Chap- 
« lain in Ordinary to the Princefs Dowager of Wales, 1768." In March 177 1 
he was prefented by the dean and chapter of Wcftminfter to the vicarage of 

* " Thefc Tablet were honoured upon the firll publication in 1754 with the countenance of fome of the 
Juft perfbnages in thii country ; particularly of the late Earli of Bath aod Hardwickk, two of the ableft 
and moll eminent men which the kingdom has produced ; and therefore the Author hopes he will be excufed 
in taking this opportunity of declaring his private gratitude and veneration for two fuch characters, who are 
sow far removed out of the reach cither of {lander or adulation. The DuTcrtations upon the difficult parts of 
Chronology, which were preparing for the prefs at the time of the firft edition of thefc tables, has been long in* 
terrupted by a duty which the Author was culled upon foon after to difchargc, which was the attendance of 
bit late Royal llighncfs the Duke of York. And as this, for the courfc of near eleven years, engroded with- 
out any interruption all his thoughts and leifurc ; it is therefore the only apology he can give for having fo 
long delayed the publication of this part of his work. How much tluit excellent young Prince defcrved ot the 
world and of his country was evident, and will be long remembered by every one who had the honour of 
being near his perfon, or to whom he was at all known j for amtdft the gaiety of youth, enlivened by a great 
<onftitutional vivacitv, few perfonages of his high rank had a more fteady attention to hulinefs, or a fnmer 
attachment to men whofe characters he approved. To Science in particular he was one of the warmeft friends, 
and took all opportunities of honouring and promoting every ufeful or ingenious improvement in knowledge. 
Flattered, unhappily, with an idea of having a conflitution equal to every fatigue, and pouetTcd of a flow of 
natural chearfulnefs and animal fpirits which neither travelling nor watching kerned to feflen, he fell a victim 
to this Hi-grounded prepolTejiion. F01 the too intenfe cxcrcilc he took in a fultry fcafon and climate brought 
upon him the attack of a putrid fever, igainfl which he was perhaps left fortified than moA other pcttunt 
from his great temperance in wine, fo that its violcnec foon put a period to his life in the bloom and vigour of 
youth, and when he was juft entering with uncommon fedulity into the career of public bufineft, where his 
abilities would have rendered him of the greateft fcrvice to the King his Royal Brother, and to hit native 
country. Even in hit laft moments he (hewed the ftrongeft pruoft of a fortitude and refignation, as well 
as a pi «• fence of mind, which was natural and unaffected, and would have diftinguifhed his character had he 
been born even in the lowed rank of human life. It was in compliance with his Royal Highncls't defire that 
I have endeavoured to improve thefc Tables of Chronology, by adding Fourittn Mafi, part of them contain- 
ing the ancient, and part of them the modern Gcogiaphy, which are fu difpofed in different places in the Ta- 
blet, as to tlluftratc the times and periods when the countries delineated in each map were the principal 
fcenct of action. For in his Royal Highnefs's application to the pcrufal of the Political Iliiiory of the W'oild 
in its various branches, to which indeed all his mornings were generally devoted, he found it of great advan- 
tage, for the clearer underiUnding of any tranfaction 01 event, to have the countiy and the period of time 
placed before him in one view, «s the proper companions to each other. And as they have been privately 
tiled in this manner for fome vcars paft, they arc now publifhed to the world, with the hopes of their being 
found of fervice to fuch who may employ any of their leifure hours in the ftudy of ancient or modern hiftory. 
That the errors in other maps, and the times when thev were rectified, may be the caller traced and known, 
a DiiTcrtation is prefixed to the whole, on the Rife and Progrcfs of Geography, vhich. though far from heiatr, 
fit complete as the Author could have wifhed, mav ftill be of fome ufc to many who have luUjcrto been lcia 
eonvcrlant in this bianch of fcience." Dr. Bj.\ir, Prtfvt It ibt tJitna »f \i<ti. 

St. 
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St. Bride's in the city of London; which made it neceflary for him to rcfign 
Hinckley, where he had never refitted for any length of time. On the death of 
Mr. Sims *, in April 1776, he rcfigned Sr. Bride's, and was prefcnted to the recto- 
ry of St. John the Evangel id in Weftminfter; and in June that year obtained a 
difpenfetion to hold the rcftory of St. John with that of Newton, near Colebrook,. 
Bucks. His brother Cnptain Blair -f falling glorioufly in the fervice of his country 
in the memorable fea fight of April 12, 1782, the (hock is faid to have been 
too great for the Doctor's fenfibihty, and to have accelerated his death, which 
happened June 24, 1782. But I am told it was the influenza, which he had in sl 
fevere degree, that put a period to his life. 

* Jofaph Sims, B. D. rector of St. John the Evangelill in Weftminfter. vicar of Raftham, Eflcx, and pre* 
bend of Lincoln and St. Paul's. See more of him in the Anecdote* of Mr. Bowyer, p. 6*5. 

t This able officer, for his gallant conduct in ihe Dolphin frigate in the engagement with the Dutch o* 
the Dogger Bank, Au^. 5, 1781, was promoted to the command of the Anfon, a new ftip of 64 guni. Br 
bravely difkinguilhing himlclf under Sir George Rodney, he fell in the bed of honour, and became one of the' 
three heroes to whom their country, by its reprefentatives, has voted a monument, for which an ingcniou*. 
writer in the Gentleman's Magazine has propofed the following well-adapted line* u part e-f an epitaph : 

" This lad juft tribute grateful Britain pays, 

That diftant times may learn her Heroes' praife. 

Fir'd with like teal, fleets yet unform'd lhall gain 

Another Blair, a Manners, and a Batne; 

And future Chiefs lhall unrepining bleed, 

When Senates thus reward and celebrate the deed." 



APPENDIX, N« •XVIIL, 

* * 

Addenda to p. 31. 

On the di Ablution of the priory of Monfgracc, the then vicar of Hihdclew 
proved, to the fatisfaftlon of King Henry the Eighth, that he and his predeceflbr* 
nad been entitled to receive annually, at the featV of St. Michael, a petition of 
five pounds, fix fhillings, and eight pence, out of the revenues of that' priory, 
and obtained a decree for the payment of the fame turn annually at the Exchequer j 
which the prefent vicar Hill continues to receive, after ten lhiHings are deducted fop 
fees at the Exchequer. 

I am indebted trrCraven Ord, Eftrj for the commufiication of the fttfowfrrg 
authentic inftrument from the Book of Decrees of the Court of Augmentation,. 
N° 13. in the Exchequer, p. 103, w Memorandum, For as much as it Uuely.jived, 
«' before the Chanccllour of our Sovaigu Lord the Kyoges Court.e of Augmentacoos 
" of the Revenues of bi& Crowne, that the pariflhc prceft of the parifihe churche 
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" at' IljuUey in the countie of LciceuV, and his pdeceflbrs parifihe preefles thrr, 
ti h.ive coutymully had and enjoyed, antl of right ought to have and enjoye, fur 
" thcr falary and wage;, one anuuyte or annual pencon of v poundes vi {hillings 

and viii pence stlvng yerely, paiable and goyng out of ihe revenues and potlef- 
" fions of the late Monasty of Montegrace in the countie of York diflblved : It is 
" therefor ordered and decreed by the (aid Chancellour and counfell, in the tme of 
" Seynt Hillary, that is to fav, the 12th day of February, in the 37th yere of the 
" reign of our Suvaigu Lord Hen. VHUh by the gee of God Kyng of Engl', France 
" and Irlond, defender of the faith, and of the church of England, and alfo of 
" Irlond in yerth the fujime hed, that the feyd paryffhc precft (hall have and enjoye, 
*' to hym and to his fucceflburs paryflhe precftys there for the tyme beyng forever, 
" the fcid anuuyte or annuall pencon of fyve poundes, fyx (hillyngs, eight peace, 10 
" be paid yerely, by the handys of the gticuler rcceyvour or baylyf of the revenues 
"and pofleffions of ihe faid late Monasty for the tyme beyng of the fcid revenues 
*' and ,profyays, at the feftys of r.fter aad Seynt Michell tharchangell, by evyn 
" porcons, together with all the arreragys of the feid annuyre or annual pencon 
" now due and unpaid, iff any fuchc be, 10 be paid alfo by the handys of the faid re- 
** ceyvour or bayliff: Provided alway, that yf it happen at any tyme hereafter to be 
" duely ,pved before the Chancellour and counfell of the faid Courteof Augtnenra- 
" cons for the tyme beynir, that the feid parifihe preeft aud his fucceflburs ought 
" not of right to have and enjoye the faid annuyte or annual pencon of fyve poundys, 
*' fyx (hillyngs, eight pence, in fourme aforefeid, that then and from thenforth 
" this prefent decree to be voide and of none effeci, any tbynge in the feid decree 
" contayned to the contrary notwithftandyng." 

In the reign of Philip and Mary there feems to have been fome interruption in 
the payment of this penfion ; as the then vicar obtained a decree of the Court of 
Augmentation for recovering his ftipend of v pounds, vi (hillings, and vm pence. 

It appears from a memorandum-book in the pofleflion of Mr. Gallaway, that, in 
1 709, Mr. Parr, the then vicar, received, by order of Mr. Gerard, ten {hillings for 
a mortuary, and ten (hillings for a funeral fermon. The furplice fees at that time 
were, Weddings by licence, 5s.; by banns, 2s. 6d.; Chriftenings 5d.; Burials 4A. 
Eafter offerings id. for a man, id. for his wife; id. garden ; id. fmoke ; 2d. for 
every one 16 years of agej a labourer id. every kind of handicraft 4d. Calves, 
pi^s, cows new milked, ad.* a ftraycr lfd.; horfes in the field is. 

Three bottles of wine were ufed in the facramental fervice at Chriftmas, three at 
Eailer, and five on Whit-funday and Trinity Sunday. 

s. d. 

Churchwardens of Hinckley allow for vifitation expences, 4 o 

-of Stoke, ■ z 6 

— of Dadlington, 1 6 

On the inclofure of the open field in 1760, two pieces of ground called The 
Church Headland and The Vicar's Lea were exchanged for an allotment of the an- 
nual value of twelve guineas. 

1 A P P E N 
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APPENDIX, N° XIX. 

ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATIONS, made at Hinckley, 

by Mr. John Robinson. 

SOLAR ECLIPSES. 

1 1 A great and very remarkable eclipfe of the Sun, on April i, 1764, in the 

morning. 

K 

Began, Apparent time 8 57 32 

Vifible d, 10 29 29 

Middle, 10 30 11 

End, o 2 50 

Duration, 3 5 1 8 

Digits eclipfed, 11° " 

The Sun's femidiameter, 16 6 

The Moon's femidiameter, 14 57 

This eclipfe was annular in all places over which the Moon's fhadow projected 
by the Sun parted, for there, at the time of conjunction, a bright nnnulus or ring 
of light might be obferved to furround the body of the Moon on all fides. This 
eclipfe was not annular at Hinckley. In Plate XII. fig. 1. reprefenrs the greateft 
obfeuration there. By this qjblervation I find that this eclipfe could be no more than 
barely annular in London, the breadth of the path of the fliadow being about 210 
miles: therefore the central part of it could not pafs over any part of England. Fig. 
2. (hews the projection of the fhadow in its paffage over part of England, France *, 
&c. and points out fome places in the neighbourhood of which it was central. The 
fliadow entered Europe upon the South Weft part of Portugal, in almoft a 
North Eaft direction, palled part of Spain, the North Welt parts of France, the 
South Eaft parts of England, the North Weft parts of Holland, and through Nor- 
way into the Northern Sea ; the velocity of the center of the fliadow about 27 miles 
in one minute of time. 

I have been more particular on this eclipfe, as annular eclipfes very rarely hap- 
pen ; for they can only be annular when the diameter of the Moon is Ids than that 
of the Sun at die time of a vilible conjunction. 

Second Solar eclipfe, June 4, 1769, in the morning. 

Began, Apparent time 6 34 30 

Middle, 7 26 55 

End, 8 19 20 

Duration, 1 44 50 

Digits eclipfed, 6" 20 

* The French publiflicd a chart of the pnff.igc of the center of the fhaduw upon the Earth's furfate in Tus 

C c And 
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And here I (hall mention an uncommon particular I noticed in this eclipfe, 
which will perhaps hardly be admitted by the aftronomers of ihe agr. In this 
eclipfe I ohferved the lunar mountains on the Moon's limb, fomewhat like what is 
reprefentcd in fijj. ?, which is the type for Hinckley, at the lime of the grcateft ob- 
fcuration. Thai there are great heights or mountains in the Moon, is very evident 
from observation The ingenuous and learned Dr. Derham, in his A flro -Theology, 
fays, " The mountains vifible in the Mcon, although fome of them are of that 
" height as to reflect the light of the Sun from their lofty tops fome days before 
" ever it reacheth the vallies beneath them, yet on the Moon's limb we can difcern 
" nothing of them-, but fo far from that, that on the contrary, the edge through 
" our beft glafics looks like an even, fmooth, and uninterrupted circle." It can- 
not be denied but that this is the general appearance, though we may reasonably 
fuppofe that fomctimcs it is cthcrwifc, for 1 have at times feen lome little inequa- 
lities on the limb, though never fo diftindl as in this eclipfe. 



Third Solar eclipfe, June 24, 1778, in the afternoon 

Began, Apparent time 
Middle, 
End, 
Duration, 
Digits cc 



4 

5 

1 

6* 



34 

2 5 
16 

10' 



15 

22 

'5 



reprefented in fig. 4. 

1 fhall now prefent the reader with a 1 i it of the vifibte Solar eclipfes to the end 
of the prcfetit century, calculated and adapted to the mciidian and latitude of 
Hinckley. 

1782 April 12, after. 
« /Jan. 19, morn. 
' ' \ June 1 5, after. 
1 7S8 June 4, morn. 
1791 April 3, after. 
1 7; 3 Sept. 5, morn. 
1 794 Jan. 3 t , morn 
1 797 June :4, after. 
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LUNA II ECLIPSES. 
1766, Feb. 24, at night. 



Beginning, apparent time, 


6 


• 

22 


2 


Middle, 


7 


3° 


43 


Ecliptic 8, 


7 


40 


0 


End, 


8 


39 


18 


Duration, 


2 


12 


t6 


Digits eclipfcd, 


4° 





1776, July 30, at night. 

. * 

Beginning, apparent time, 10 2 30 
Beginning of total darknefs, 11 2 o 
Middle, 11 jo 1 

End of total darknefs, 1 2 38 2 

End of the eclipfc, ij 38 15 

Soon after this eclipfc began, a fpot or two being covered by the fliadow, they 
difappeared to the naked eye, but were to be fcen by the telefcopc. After the 
eclipfe became total, the principal fpots, cfpecially the large ones, were vifiblc to 
the naked eye, the Moon at that time appearing with a mournful afpe<ft, and cf 
a rufty red colour, very Tifible, but without its fliining brightnefs. 

1 7 79* k T ° v ' 2 3> at night. 

it. , „ 

Beginning, apparent time, 6 315 
Beginning of total darknefs, 7 332 
Middle, 7 56 8 

End of total darknefs, 8 4'i 45 

End of the eclipfc, 9 41 54 

While the eclipfe remained total, feveral telefcopical ftars appeared near the Moon; 

alfo the Pleiades and the final I liars in the head of Taurus appeared very bright 

during the obfeuration of the Moon. 

I fhall next exhibit a lift of the Tifible Lunar eclipfes to the end of the prefent 
century, calculated and adapted to the meridian of Hinckley. 

17S3, March 18, atnight. 1 783, Sept. 10, at night. 

h. , „ h. , „ 

Beginning, 7 32 5 Beginning, 9 43 7 

Beginning of total darknefs, 8 34 6 Beginning of total darknefs, 10 42 15 

Middle, 10 8 10 Middle, 11 2 33 

End of total darknefs, 11 42 14 End of total darknefs, 11 22 52 

End of the eclipfe, 12 44 15 End of the eclipfc, 12 22 o 

3 J / S -l» 
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1784, March 7, morning. 1791, Oct. 12, morning. 

Beginning, 2 29 15 Beginning, 12 4 7 

Middle, 3 45 10 Middle, 13 31 5 

End, 5 1 5 End, 15 o 3 

Digits eclipfed, 5* 15 Digits eclipfed, 8° 15 

1787, Jr.n. 3, at night. 1793, ^ cb * *S> at night. 

h. „ h. 

Beginning, 9 J 1 ^ Beginning, 9 30 10 

Beginning of total darknefs, 10 54 2 Middle, lo 4} 37 

Middle, ii 45 36 End, 11 57 5 

End of total darknefs, 12 37 10 Digits edipfed, 5" 7' 

End of the cclipfe, 13 42 7 

1794, Feb. 14, at night. 

1787, Dec. 24, afternoon. „ . . 

h. . . Beginning, 

Moon rifes eclipfed. Beginning of total darknefs, 

End, 4 30 o Middle, 

Digits eclipfed, 5 0 50' End of total darknefs, 

End of the cclipfe, 

17S9, Nov. 2, at night. 

_ . . h • i79J> Eeb. 3, at night. 

Beginning, 11 27 8 J J 0 

Middle, 12 26 7 Beginning, 

End, 13 25 6 Middle, 

Digits eclipfed, 2° 20' End, 

Digits eclipfed, 

1790, April 28, at night. 

. h. . . j 795> j u i y 3 , at n ight. 

Beginning, 10 11 15 

Beginning of total darknefs, it 4 7 Beginning, 

Middle, 11 51 39 Middle, 

End of total darknefs, 12 40 2 End, 

End of the eclipfc, 13 31 20 Digits eclipfed, 

1790, Oil. 22, at night. 1 797, Dec. 4, morning. 

h. § M 

Beginning, 10 1 2 Beginning, 

Beginning of total darknefs, 11 52 10 Beginning of total darknefs, 

Middle, 12 16 8 Middle, 

End of total darknefs, 12 <o 7 En '. of total darknefs, 

End of the cclipfe, 14 31 1 $ End of the cclipfe, 
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The following Astronomical Remarks were communicated by Mr. Robinson, 
accompanied with this rhapfodical invitation to the reader. 

" Come, come with me ; 
" My aerial chariot mount i whofe rapid wheels, 
*• Like fuddcn whirlwinds, or the bound of thought, 
" Convey us high among the conftcllations, 
" I' th' mining North, where we view Cynofura, 
** That guides the Teaman through the pathlefs deep. 
" Now, liuening to the mufic of the fpheres, 
" Entranc'd, we view the great Creator's works* 
" How loft in wonder is the cnraptur'd mind, 
" And facrcd love now fills the foul!" 

" The ufe that may be made of Eclipfes is very great, not only to the Aftrono- 
mer and Chronologift in ascertaining more accurately the periods of the planets 
and fixing the ancient accounts of time, but to the Geographer and Mariner iu 
determining the longitude of places at fea or land. By this discovery the Mariner 
is enabled to pafs with greater fafety the furface of the pathlefs deep, and to direct 
his courfe to the wiflied for port — But here I (hall ftep a moment, as fometimcs 
in life I have been aflted my private opinion of the lawfulncfs of the fubjet*t I 
am now writing upon, by unlearned but well-meaning perfons ; for had they been 
of another kind, 1 fhould have thought them much beneath my notice. Thefe 
perfons frequently take Aftronomy and Aftrology for one and the fame feience, and 
lb entertain a bad opinion of it; but Aftronomy is a feience of itfelf, quite inde- 
pendent of the other, and confifts in obferving and contemplating the number, 
order, diftances, magnitudes, periods, and appearances of the bearenly bodies. 
It is frequently with great juftice called a divine icience, being a knowledge which 
contributes to the enlargement of our ideas of the immeofity, magnificence, and 
tranfeendent grandeur of God, and alfo affording the fublimeft and mod fatif- 
faclory entertainment to the underftanding and mind of men. And as God hath 
told us, that " he ordained them for figns and for fea Pons, for days and for years 
it is certainly our doty to obferve their ftated periods, that they may anfwer the 
great end fo wife and beneficent a Providence intended they fhould. Aftronomers, 
therefore, in confequence of this divine appointment to determine the times and fea- 
fons, &c. have, by their repeated obfervations, arrived at a high degree of per- 
fection ; for, fince the addition of the optical parts to the inftruments required for 
this purpofc, the improvement has been fo great as almoft to exceed all belief with 
thofe that are ftrangcrs to the feience ; but this has been the work and labour or 
ages to accomplifh. However, the obfervations of the Ancients, in the more rude 
and early ages, have not been without their ufe even to the prefent age, in cor- 
recting our oldeft accounts of time, and making our chronology more perfect ; and 
to the Geographer and Mariner, in difcovering the longitude or difference of mc- 
ndians. 

D d Exam-. 
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Example. 

Su;rpofe an eclipfe tsobtcrved in an unknown meridian to happen at 6 h iz' 30^, 
anil the f:»me eclipfe obiierved at fome other place, as fuppofc London, to be at 
8 11 4' 30". 1 he difference of the times is i b 41'; which, being converted into 
decrees and minutes of the equator, will make zy 30', the longitude of the place 
or observation to the Weft, becanfe the time is lefs. 

I lhall now endeavour to (hew what ufe may be made of the obfervations df the 
more early ap.es; and this 1 think I cannot do better than by making; fome ex- 
tracts from our learned countrym«n the great Sir Ifaac Newton> who,- in his 
" Chronology of Ancient Kingdoms," has fixed on four remarkable periods* Where- 
by he determines all the reft. i.Tbe Return of the Heraclides into Pelopoflnefus. 2. 
The raking of Troy. 3. The Argooautic Expedition* 4. Tho Return of Sefoftria 
into Egs pt, after his wars in Thrace. Our excellent author argues from hiftorical 
facts, compared and connected together itl the mod dextrous manner into a chain 
of invincible rcafoning, and fixed to their proper periods and diftances by a com- 
putation from the mean value of reigns and generations, founded on experience 
aud the courle of nature : but, as this would lead me too far from my prefent fub- 
jecl, I ftiall chiefly confine myfclf to Aftronomy, as being my proper fubject. 

To prepare the way, our author gives a very curious account of the origin and 
progrefs of Aftronomy ; but I ihall here take notice only of what fecms directly 
to concern the argument. The ancient Greek calendar confided of twelve lunar 
months, and each month of thirty days. Thefc years and months they corrected 
from time to time, by the courfes of the Sun and Moon, omitting a day or two 
in the month as often as they found it too long for the courfe of the Moon, and ad- 
ding a Month to the year as often as they Found the twelve lunar Months too 
fhort for the return of the four feafons; for the length of the folar year was dif- 
corered by the Egyptians of Thebais no earlier than about 96 years after the 
death of Solomon, and not exactly then neither. Clemens Alcxaudrinus informs us, 
from the ancient author of Gigantomachia, that Mufteus, the mafler of Orpheus, 
and one of the Argonauts, made a fphcre, and is reckoned the firit among the Greeks 
that made one, and that Chiron delineated the afterifms. Again, the fphcre iifelf 
Ihcws that it was formed at the time of the Argonautic Expedition, which is deli- 
neated in the afterifms, together with fcvcral more ancient hiftories, but not one 
thing later, for Antmous aud Coma Berenicis are novel. It is therefore very pro- 
bable that the fphere was formed by Chiron and Mufseus for the ufe of the Argo- 
nauts, for the fhip Argo was the firft long veflel built by the Greeks, the firft that 
ventured through the deep out of the fight of land by the help of fails, ana 
guided only by the flars. Eudoxus, who flourifhed 60 years after Meton, and 100 
before Aratus, in defcribing the fphcre of the Ancients (i. c. the primitive fphcre) 
placeJ the epuinoxes and folflices in the middle of the conrtellations Aries, Cancer, 
Chela;, and Capricorn ; fo alfo did Aratus, who copied Eudoxus; and fo it ap- 
pears by the fphere of Eudoxus defcribed by Hipparchus. It is plaio, therefore, 
that, at the time of the Argonautic Expedition, the cardinal points of the equi- 
noxes and folfliccs were in the middles of the conftclhuions Aries, Cancer, Chelae, 
an J Capricorn. 

This 
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This ratin point being eftablifhed, the author proceeds to argue thus: i. The 
equinoctial colure ia the end of the year 1689 cut the ecliptic in 8 6° 44'; 
and by this reckoning the equinox was then gone back 36^ 44' fince the Argo- 
nautic Expedition; but it recedes 50" in a year, or one degree in 71 years, and 
confequeotly 36° 44' in 2645 years, which, counted backward from the em! of 
1639, or rather the beginning of 1690, place that expedition about 25 years after 
the death of Solomon. 

2. It is not neceflary to fuppofe, that what they called in general the middles of 
the conftellations (hould be exactly in the middle between the Prima Arietis and 
the Ultima Caudae. Seeing Eudoxos defcribed the primitive fphcre, or what was 
in his days called the fphere of the ancients, as was (hewn above, we may reaiona- 
bly fix the cardinal points at the time of that expedition by the ftars through which 
he made the colures pafs in that fphere. Thole ftars which Hipparchus particu- 
larly mentions our author accurately examines, and finds that the great circle, 
which in the primitive fphcre according to Eudoxus (and confequently at the time 
of the Argonautic Expedition) was the equinoctial colure, did, in the end of 1689, 
cut the ecliptic in y 6° 29' 1 5" as near as can be determined by the rude ob- 
fervations of the ancients ; that is, it had gone back 36 0 29' fince Chiron's time, 
which amounts to 2627 years. Thefe, counted backwards as above, place the Ar- 
gonautic Expedition 43 years after Solomon's death. 

3. By the fame method, the place of any ftar in the primitive fphere may ea- 
fily be found, viz. by counting backward 1 fign, 6° 29' from its longitude at the 
end of 1689. The Lucida Pleiaduin, for inflance, at the tune of the expedition, 
was in v 1 9 0 26' 8". Now ThaJes determined the Occafus Matutinus of the 
Pleiades in his time to be on the 25th day after the autumnal equinox, and thence 
P. Patau computes the Pleiades to have been then in T 23° 53'i confequentlr the 
Lucida Pleiadum had moved from the equinox fince the expedition 4 0 26' 52", 
which anfwer to 320 years. Thefe counted back from the 41ft Olympiad, when 
Thalcs was a young man fit for mathematical ftudies, will place the Argonautic 
Expedition about 44 years after the death of Solomon. By this reasoning, the car- 
dinal points in the days of Thalcs muft have been in the middle of the 1 tth degree 
of the figns, though he, perhaps leaning too much to the opinion of the ancients-, 
places them in the 12th, for the preceffion of the equinoxes was not yet thought of. 

4. Mctonand Euftemon, in order to fettle the lunar cycle of 19 years, obferved 
the Summer folftice in the year of Nabonaflar 316, and placed it in the 8th de- 
gree of «, that is, at lea ft 7 degrees back warder than at firft, which anfwer 10504 
years. Count thefe back from the year of Nabonaflar 316, and the Argonautic Ex- 
pedition will fall on the 44th year after Solomon's death, or thereabout. 

5. The preceffion of the equinoxes, or their motioo backward in refpect of the 
fixed ftars, was firft difcovered by the great Hipparchus, upon comparing his own- 
obfervations with thofe of former Aftronomers. He made his obfervations between 
the years of Nabonaflar 586 and 618 ; fuppofe at a medium in 602, which is 286 
years after Me ton and Eu<ftcmon made theirs ; and in that interval the equinoxes 
muft have gone back 4 degrees, that is, it degrees fince the Argonautie Expedi- 
tion or in 1090 years, according to the Greek chronology. Hipparchus, finding 
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this, concluded that the equinoxes went back only one degree in about too years » 
and how indeed could he euablifh any other proportion, it, at we muft think, he 
believed the Greek chronology, as their falfe chronology occafmned bis error 
in fixing that proportion? So that error being now corrected will rcflify their 
chronology i for 11 degrees, at one decree in 72 years, anfwer to 792 years, 
which, counted backward from the year of Nabonallar 602, place the Argonautic 
Expedition about 43 years after the death of Solomon. 

6. The longitude of the (tar Ar&urus at the time of the Argonautic Expe- 
dition is found by the abovementioned method to have been 13 0 24 52". 
Hefiod tells us, that, 60 days after the Winter folflice, it rofe in his time ju(t 
at fun-fet. If fo, he flourifhed about 57 years after the Argonautic Expedi- 
tion, or 100 years afur the death of Solomon; that is, in the generation or age 
next after the Trojan war, and fo indeed he himfelf tells us. Is it poflible to con- 
ceive that an aftronomical calculation of time, agreeing fo nicely with certain mat* 
tcr of fa£t, can be falfe? 

From all thefc circumfinnccs, fays the author, grounded upon the coarfe ob* 
fcrvations of the ancients, we may reckon it certain that the Argonautic Expedi- 
tion was not earlier than the reign of Solomon : and if thele aftronomic.il argu- 
ments be added to thofe taken from the mean length of the reigus of kings, ac- 
cording to the ccurfe of nature, from the whole we may fafely conclude that it 
was after the death of Solomon, and mod probably about 43 years after it. 

Sir li'aao Newton having thus fettled thefe four principal periods, viz. the Re- 
turn of Sefoftris into Egypt after his conquers about 14 years after the death of 
Solomon, the Argonautic Expedition about 43 years after the death of Solomon, 
the DeflrucVton of Troy about 76 or 78 years after the death of Solomon, and 
the Return 01 the Heraclides into the Peloponnefus about 156 or 158 years after 
the death of Solomon; he then proceeds to fix fome other points of ancient hif- 
tory. Thus far our illuflrious Author. 

I (hall conclude thefe remarks with an ancient Lunar Eclipfe, which, having 
fome things particularly remarkable* merits our notice, and carries us back almoft 
3000 years. 

It is recorded by Ptolemy, from Hipparchus, that on the 22d of September, the 
year 201 before the Chriltian «ra, the Moon rofe eclipfed fo much at Alexandria^ 
that the Eclipfe muft have begun half an hour before (he rofe. 

Mr. Carey puts down this Eclipfe in his Chronology as follows, among feveral 
other ancient ooes recorded by different authors: 

Jul. Per. 4513, I Eel. > Per. Calip. 2 An. 54 Hor. 7. P. M. I Nabonaffar 547, 
Sept. 22. J Alexandr. Dig. eel. 10. (Ptolem. 1. iv. c. 1 1. | Mcfor 16. 

Which may be read thus: In. the 4513th year of the Julian period, which was 
the 547th year from Nabonaffar, and the 54th year of the fecond Calippic pe- 
riod, on the idth day of the month Mefori, which anfwers to the 2*d of Sep- 
tember, the Moon was 10, digits eclipfed at Alexandria at 7 o'clock in the evening. 

The 
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The ingenious Mr. Fergufon has beftowed fome pains in accurately defcribing 
this Eclipfe, which I ftiall fet before the reader. " Now as our Saviour w.is bom 
" (according to the Dionyfidn or vulgar trra of his birth) in the 47 3th vcar of 
'* the Julian period, it is plain tha* the 4513I1 year of that period was the 200th 

year before the year of Chrid's birth, and confequently 201 years before the 
'* year of Chriil t. And in the year ao», on the aid of September, it appears 
" that the Moon was full at 26 minutes 28 ieconds pad 7 in the evening, in the 
" meridian of Alexandria. 

" At that time the Sun's place was Virgo 26 0 14', according to our own tables, 
" fo that the Sun was then within 4 degrees of the autumnal equinox, and accor- 
«' ding to calculation he mud have fet at Alexandria about 5 minutes after 
■* 6, and about one degree North of the Weft. The Moon, being full at that 
" time, would have rilen juft at fun-fct about one degree South of the KaftV 
" if Ibe had been in either of her nodes, and her viGblc place net deprefled 
" by parallax. But her parallactic depreffion (as appears from her anomaly, viz. 
" io* 1 8° nearly) muft have been 55' J7", which exceeded her whole diameter 
" 25' 9"; but then ftie mull have been elevated 33' 4;" by refraction, which, 
" fubtra&ed from the parallax, leaves 21' 3 a" for her vifible or apparent depref- 
'* fioo. And her true latitude was 3* aa" North defcending ; which being contra- 
" ry to her apparent depreffion, aud greater than the fame by 8' 58", her true 
" time of riling mud have been juft about 6 o'clock. Now as the Moon rofe 
" about one degree South of the Ead at Alexandria, where the vifible horizon is 
" land and not fea, we can hardly imagine her to be lefs than 1 5 or 20 minutes 
" of time above the true horizon before ibe was vifible. It appears that this E- 
" clipfe, reduced to the time at Alexandria, began at 53 minutes after 5 in the 
«* evening, and confequently 7 minutes before the Moon was in the true horizon ; 
" to which if we add 20 minutes for the interval between her true riling and her 
" being vifible, we ftiall have 27 minutes for the time that the Eclipfe was be- 
•* gun before the Moon was viiibly rifen. The middle of this Eclipfe was at 30 
" minutes pad 7, when its quantity was almoft 10 digits, and its ending was at 6 
'* minutes pad 9 in the evening. This comes as near to the recorded time of this ■ 
" Eclipfe as can be expected after an elapfe upwards of 19S0 years.** 

The following account of this ancient Lunar Eclipfe is calculated for the Meri- - 
djan of Hinckley : 

Beginning, 3 48 45 

Middle, 5 25 15 

The Moon rifei eclipfed at 6 6 30 
The End, 7 1 45 
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The SUN 

is placed in the center of our fyftem, and difpenfes light and heat to all the 
planets revolving round him. His diameter is about 893,760 miles ; and he hath 
a rotation about his axis in the fpace of 15 days and 6 hours, and throws off from 
his body a fine fubtile matter that conftitutes light, which moves with fuch velo- 
city that it paiTes from the Sun to the Earth in 7 or 8 minutes of time. The Sun's 
motion on nis axis is very evident from the fpots that frequently appear on his 
disk, whofe motion is very uniform and regular from the Eaftern to the Wcflcrn 
limb of the Sun ; and the motion of the fpots are flower towards the Sun's limb, 
but nearer the center of the disk larger and fwifter, and in proportion to a line of 
fines on each femi-diameter of the diflt. Galilgus tells us, in the third dialogue 
of his Syltcm. Mundi, that he was the firft who difcovered fpots in the Sun, in 
1610. Thele fpots appear to pafs over the dilk, fometimcs in a curve and fomc- 
times in a ftrait line, according to the annual motion of the Earth round the Sun ; 
and by this the rotation on his axis was difcovered as above, and alfo that his axis 
inclines to the orbit of the Earth in an angle of about 82 0 . By obfervation, the 
Sun's apparent diameter is greater in December than in June ; therefore the Sun 
mull be proportionably nearer the Earth in Winter than in Summer, in the for* 
mcr of which feafons will be the Perihelion, and in the latter the Aphelion. This 
is confirmed by the Earth's moving fwifter in December than in June. It may 
be thought by fomc, that when the Sun is neareft to the Earth, then the feafon 
lbould be the hotted. This is fufficicotly known to thofe who inhabit the Southern 
part of our globe, it being at that time their Summer ; but with us his altitude 
is then fmall, and his rays coming through the atmofphere in an oblique direc- 
tion, alfo puffing through a greater length of it where it is lefs rare, the rays 
do not ftrike us fo forcibly. 

The Macula Solarcs, or fpots in the Sun, I obferve, appear moft in the parts 
near his equator, and arc fmaller and lefs frequent towards the polar parts. They 
frequently arife and difappcar in the nuddle of the Sun's diik, and undergo various 
alterations, with regard both to bulk, figure, and denfity, and are encompafled 
as it were with atmofpheres fomewhat rarer and lels obfeure ; bui the figure both 
of the Nuclei and entire Macula; are variable, and commonly fubject to great 
changes, as increafing of bulk, changing of figure, and even quite van lining 
fometimes in a few days. Sometimes a large fpot is divided into two or more, 
and at other times fevcral arc united in one. Some take notice of Facula;, or 
bright fpots in the dilk of the Sun, much more lucid than the red, as alfo that 
the Macula: frequently change into Facula; : but I have never feen any thing like 
them, excepting little bright fpecks in the dim clouds which encompafs the Ma- 
cul e, though I have paid fome attention to this particular. 
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Of MERCURY. 

The ffrft planet next the Sun, the fountain of light and heat, and center of onr 
fydcm, is Mercury, placed at (he diftacce of 36 millions of miles, and performing 
his revolution in his orbit in the fpace of 87 d. 23 h. 13 min. It is but feldom that 
xtc fee him with the naked eye, becaufe of bis nearnefs to the Sun, being never 
did ant from hirn mote than about 28°, at which time the heavens are fo illumiuated 
as to rehdff the difcovery of fpots on his body, by which his rotation on bis axis 
might be dilcovered, impracticable. Neither, for the fame reafon, have we been 
able to difcQcer the inclination of his axis ; fo that the length of the day, with the 
variety of the feafons there, is at prefent unknown to adronomers. The annual re-, 
volution or year to the inhabitants of this planet (for it is the opinion of the learned 
that the feveral planets in our folar fyftem are fo many worlds furnifhed with beings 
of different kinds, as our world or Earth is) is hardly equal to one quarter of 
ours; but in the fituation they are placed, being almoft three times nearer the 
Sun than we are, his face mud appear three times Bigger, and his light and heat 
a I mod nine times greater than with us. Mr. Azout pretends to prove that, though 
Mercury be fo near the Sun, his light there is not capable of burning any pbjeft. 
But Sir lfaac Newton makes the heat of Mercury fo great as to be feven times 
as' much as the heat of our fummer fun, which, he found by experiments defigned- 
ly made with the thermofcopc, is enough to make water boil ; and therefore, if 
bodies will not be there enkindled by fuch a degree of heat, it miid be becaufe 
their degree of denfity is proportionably greater than of fuch kind of bodies on our 
Earth. There arc many things which tend to increafe or diminiOi heat in a very 
confiderable degree, as we may obferve on this onr Earth ; therefore, if Infinite 
WifJom has not made the provifions, we may conclude that this planet is not habi- 
table by fuch creatures as live on our Earth : but the bodies of animals and vege- 
tables there may be lb coudrufted as to' require that very degree of heat to fupport 
them in life, which would deftroy beings of another texture. Through our tele- 
fcopes he emits a (park ling ftrong light, and (hews various phafes in the differe.it 
parts of bis orbit like our Moon. 

- - * • * 

The inclination of his orbit to the ecliptic,- fr 54 o 

Daily mean motion in the ecliptic, 4 5 ji 

Place of aphelion, the perihelion oppofite t , 13 48 o 

Place of the afcending nodc^ defceoding oppofite » , 1 5 59 o ,„ 

Greated apparent diameter* 11 48 

Lead apparent diameter, 4 4 

To an eye placed in Mercury, and looking towards the Sun, the folar fpots will 
appear to traverfe his dUk from Ead to Wed, and fomctimes their path will ap- 
pear elliptical, bending one way and fometimes another ; and the whole variety of 
this appearance will be exhibited in the fpace of one revolution round the Sun : 
but thefe fpots will be almod continually in a right line, becaufe Mercury never 
»ucb declines from the plane of the Sun's equator. 

The- 
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The phenomena of the other fire planets above Mercury will be much the fame 
as to an eye at tbe Earth ; fo that Venus and our Earth, when in oppofition to the 
Sun, will mine with a full orb, and confequently afford a great light at night to 
this planet ; but the fuperior planets will not afford him fo much light as they 
do us. 

The Sun's place, as alfo thofe of the planets and comets, may be found the 
fame way, and after the fame manner, in Mercury, and will appear as they do to 
us on the Earth. Mercury fometimes panes over the Sun's diik in the form of a 
round black fpot, which is well worthy the attention of Aftronomers, though not 
capable of affording fuch advantages as thofe of Venus ; of which more will be 
faid under that head. And as the prcfent year afford us an opportunity, I (hall give 
a calculation of the approaching tranfit for Hinckley. 

iySz, Nov. 12, in the afternoon* 

Beginning, apparent time, 2 46 30 

Middle of the tranfit, 3 28 30 

End, 4 10 30 

Diftance from the Sun's center, 15 28 North. 

Fig. 6. is a representation of this tranGt. The line A B is the path of Mercury 
.on the Sun's diflc, the beginning at A and tbe end at B. 

The following ia a lift of Mercury's tranfita over the Sun to the end of the pre- 
fect century. 

1786, May 3. 

Time of conjunction, 18 52 

Diftance from the Sun's center, 12 42 North. 

1 78$, November 5. 

Time of conjunction, 3 48 

Diftance from the Sun's center, 7 20 South. 

1799, May 7. h % m 

Time of conjunction, % 29 

Diftance from the Sun's center, 4 12 South. 
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VENUS. 

TbcTranfit of Vbncs over the Son, June 6, 1761. 

This curious and uncommon appearance had been predidtd by the learned Dr. 
Halley, and recommended to the attention of Aftronomers as the moft likely 
means to find out the diftance of the Sun from the Earth. In the Philofophical 
Tranfaclions N° 348, he has given us an accurate method, by obfervations, made 
of this curious phenomenon, to determine the Sun's diftance from the Earth, true 
to the 500th part of it, and confequently the Sun's parallax to a very great cxacl- 
nefs. No .phaenomenon in the heavens was perhaps ever expelled with more im- 
patience, or obferved with greater care; for before this there is no obfervation of 
the kind on record ; nay, fo far from it, that we are told fuch an appearance was 
tiever beheld by mortal eye but once, and that by our countryman the ingenious Mr. 
Horrox, who, in the year 1639, had the pleafure of beholding that iroft delight- 
ful object ; bur, fince his time, the fcience has been fo much improved, as to enable 
the diligent Aftronomer to announce to the world their future appearances. 

Having prepared and adjufted every thing tor this purpofe in the belt manner 
poflible, I made the following obfervation. 

The firft contact of Venus with the Sun, being before funrife, could not be ob- 
ferved in thefe parts. As foon as the Sun appeared above the horizon, I perceived 
that Venus was advanced upon the Sun's diik in the form of a round black fpor, 
and, after the Sun had gained a little altitude, began to make a very diftinlt ap- 
pearance ; frequent interpolation of clouds for fome time, but clear air afterwards. 
The emerfion was obferved as follows : 

h ' ' • 

Began to emerge at, apparent or folar time, 8 13 21 

Venus made her total emerfion at 8 31 28 

From the time the firft part of her orb began to emerge till the whole palled, 1 8 6 
The apparent diameter of Venus upon the Sun, 57^ 

Fig. 7. is a reprefentation of this tranfit; and the line A8 Ihews the path of 
the planet over the Sun's diik, the beginning at A, and the end at B. 

The Hiftorian of the Royal Academy of Sciences, for the year 1761, gives us 
for the refult of the obfervations made by the French the parallax of the Sun 9^. 
This, fays he, makes the diftance of the Sun from our Earth about a tenth part 
greater than it was before thought to be ; 33 millions of leagues, whereas it was 
before computed about 30 millions. Mr. Short, taking the medium of a great 
number of obfervations of the Tranfit of Venus over the Sun, calculates the pa- 
rallax of the Sun, at his mean diftance, to be about 8.65": this fets the Sun at a 
flill greater dtftance. The diftances of all the planets from the Sun muft be in- 
creafed in the fame proportion as the diftance of the Earth is found greater than 
it was before fuppofed to be. 

E e The 
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The Tranfit of Visvt over the Sun, June 3, 1769. 

The former patt of the day was very unpromifing, but towards the evening 
prefnned a more favourable opportunity than might be expcAed, confidering the- 
Sun's tow altitude, and the tremulous motion of vapours uear the horizon, &c i 
made the following observation r 

June 3, 1769, Venus's firft contacl, apparent time, 7 5 55 

Totally in the dilk, 7 Zf 59 

foom the time of the firft contaft until totally in the dilk, 18 4 

The apparent diameter cf Venus upon the Sun, 38 
A representation of this, tranfit h given in fig. 8. AB is a line paffing through 
the Sun's center parallel to the horizon ; C the place of Venus at the time of the 
firfl external contact, which began near the vcitical- point of the limb ; D the ap- 
parent pofition of Venus at her firft internal contact, and E at funfettmg. The 
other particulars,, being nearly the fame as the tranfit of 1761, need not be here re- 
peated. One thing 1 (hall jufl mention i the ecliptic varying its pofition in refpecY 
to the vertical circle makes tranfits appear in a curve line. 

Some Aftronomers think they have obferved afatellite belonging to this planet,, 
and the reafon we do not frequently fire it is owing perhaps to the unfitnefc of it« 
furface to reflect the light fo far* 

A. D. 167a and 1686, Caffini, with a-telefcope of 34 feet, believes be faw a 
fatellite moving round this planet, and diftant about three-fifths of Vcnus's diame- 
ter it had the fame pbafis with Venus, but was without any well-defigned form, 
and its diameter fcarce exceeded one-fourth of that of Venus. Dr... Gregory thinks 
it more than probable that this was a fatellite,. and Cunpofes the reafou why it is 
not ufually feen to be the unfitnefs of its furface to rcfleft the rays of light, as is 
the cafe of the fpots;in the Moon*, of which if the whole di/k of the Moon were 
compofed, he thinks that the planet could not be fecn in Venus. Aftron. &c. Gcotm 
p. 471. NotwitbOanding what has been advanced by former Aftronomers on 
this lubjetf, I fliall make it at leaft very probable that, there is none for, having 
had the opportunity of obferving two tranfits of Venus with attention to this very 
article, I could not perceive any thing like a fatellite during the whole obfervation 
of thefc trai fits : if there had been one even of much lefs magnitude than here de- 
feribed, it muft have appeared very diftincl on the folar difk. The only thing that 
may be laid to the contrary is, that during the tranfit it might be between Venus 
and the Sun, or immerfed in her (hadow. That it mould continue in either of thefe 
places during tho whole time of the tranfit, 1 think very improbable; but that it 
lhoukl be fo during two tranfits, we- can hardly fuppote even a probability. 

The diftaticc of the planets, deduced from the late tranfit of Venus in June. 
\76tj in Englifli miles. 

Mercury 36,841,468 
Venus, 68,891,4*6 
Earth, 95,173*000 
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Mars, 145,014,148 
Jupiter, 494,990,976 
Saturn, 907,956,130 

Having given the calculation in miles, which with fome may give bat a faint idea 
of thefe great diftances ; I (hall endeavour to make it as intelligible as I can, by 
giving the meafures in time. We will therefore fuppofe a body projected from 
the Sun ftiould continue to fly with unabated velocity at the rate of 480 miles 
every hour (which is much about the fwiftnefs of a cannon-ball) it would reach 
-the orbit of 

years, days. 
Mercury in 8 276 
Venus, 16 136 

Earth, 22 226 

Mars, 34 165 

Jupiter, 117 237 
Saturn, 215 287 

According to the fore-mentioned di (lances, the Sun's diameter is 893,760 miles 1 
he is 1,410,200 times as big as the Earth ; Mercury's diameter 3100 ; Venus 9360} 
Earth 7,970; Mars 5150 - t Jupiter 94,100 ; Saturu 77,990 Englifti miles. 

The hourly motion of the planets in their orbits in miles. 

Mercury, 109,699 

Venus, 80,295 

Earth, 68,243 

Mars, 55,287 

Jupiter, 49,083 

Saturn, 22,101 

The periodical revolution of Venus is 224 days 16 hours 49 minutes, and (he is ob- 
served to turn upon her axis in 23 hours. The inclination of her orbit to the ecliptic 
3 e 24'; her daily mean motion in the ecliptic i" 36' 8"; greateft apparent diame- 
ter 1' 5" 5!"; lead apparent diameter 9" 34"; the place of aphelion «r 7 0 38*; 
the perihelion, oppofite the place of the afcending node, a 14* 35'; the defcending 
node, oppofite the greateft elongation of Venus, is about 48% Venus and Mer- 
cury appearing through the telefcope fomctimcs horned and fometimes gibbous, 
like the Moon, is a proof of their going round the Sun in orbits within the Earth's 
orbits j on which account they are called Inferior Planets. Venus is about fix times 
nearer us at her inferior conjunction, when on this fide the Sun next us, than at 
her fuperior conjunction beyond the Sun ; (he confequently muft appear much big- 
ger in the former fituaiion than in the latter, for though at her inferior conjunction 
(he (hews but a fmall part of her diik, and looks through the telefcope like a Moon 
three days old \ yet, on account of her nearnefs, that fmall part contains a greater 
area of light than the whole difk does when at her greateft dillancc beyond the Sun. 
When Ihe is in that pan of her orbit which is Weft of the Sun, (he rifes in the 
morning before him, and is called the Morning-ftar j and when (he is on the Faft 

E e 2 fiJe 
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fiJc of the Sun, (he fets in the evening after him, and is then the Evening-ftar. To 
make thefc things more intelligible, fig. 9. is a delineation of the Solar lyftem ac- 
cording to the above obfervatioos, with the orbits that compofe our Solar fyftem, 
ami alfo thofe Comets whofe periods are difcovercd. 

Great and amazing as this our folar fyftem may appear, yet this Sun with all hs 
attendant planets, he. admirably contrived and adapted, and every way full of 
magnificence, (hewing the impreffes of the Divine Hand, is but a very little part of 
the univerfe; for, when We arc acquainted with this fubject, it will furnilh us witb 
fpeculations incomparably more enlarged and amazing. 

Venus may be obferved in the day-time; of which I (hall give an example or two. 

1767, December 3, in the morning. 

Venus came to the meridian at, apparent time, 9 18 32 

Her apparent altitude at that time being, 27 48 55 

1767, December 9, in the morning. 

Venus came to the meridian at, apparent time, 9 7 30 

Her apparent altitude at that time being, 27 10 15 

177 1, Jan. 6, I obferved Venns after Sun- fetting. Being near her conjunction? 
with the Sun, (he appeared a (lender fine crefcent ; and, being near the horizon, 
the vapours appeared on her limb like waves, her conjunction with the Sun being 
Jan. 9, at the fecond hour. 

1777, March 31, I obferved Venus in the Pleiades at the tenth hour: (he 
fcemcd to have hardly reached the center of them at that time; mod of the fmall 
telefcopic (tars were invifible by her great light. 

In this planet the Sun will appear almoft twice as big a; he does to us ; his face, 
and consequently his light and heat, muft be almoft four times greater. They 
who obferve the heavens there will obferve four planets above them, viz. the 
Earth, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn; and one below, viz. Mercury. When our Earth 
is in oppofnion to the Son, it will fliine in the night with a full face and very 
bright; and Mercury will accompany the Sun, and be feen as a morning and even- 
ing (tar, as Venus does to us. 

As the reader may be defirous to know when this planet will again tranfit the 
Sun, I fh ill give a fmall lift of their future appearances, calculated for the meridian 
of Hinckley. ^ 

1874, December 8, Time of conjunction, apparent time, 1 6 41 

Diltancc from the Sun's center, 3 3 North. 

h. 

1996, June 10, Time of conjunction, 2 8 

Diftancc from the Sun's center, 13 36 South. 

2004, 
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9004, June 7, Time of conjundr-on, 

Uiltance from trie oun s center, 


k. 
»9 

h. 


4 
0 


■» 

22 North. 


2x09, Dec. 13, Time of conjunction, 

Diftance from the Sun's center, 


2 

h. 


51 
'4 


36 North. 


z 1 17, Dec. 10, Time of conjunction, 

Diftance from the Suu's center, 


»5 


5'8 


5 South. 


Of the EARTH and 


MOON. 







OUR probationary planet the Earth, on which vvc live, together with her 
fatelliie the Moon, performs her revolution in her orbit round the Sun, at the 
diftance of 95 millions of miles from the Sun, in the fpacc of 365 d. 5 h. 49 min. 
wh'ch is the length of the folar year. The Earth moving round her orbit produces 
the fevcral feafons of the year, as Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter. And as 
the Earth revolves from Weft to Eaft like the reft of the planets, the Sun will ap- 
pear to have an annual morion the fame way, and in the fame track, but in the op- 
pofitc point 1 for, when the Earth is in at which timeour Spring begins, the Sun will 
appear in theoppofite point, viz. Aries ; and fo oF all the other, as (he pafles in her an- 
nual revolution round the Sun. As I have jurt obferved, the length of a folar year is 
363 d 5 b 49' i but as we in our Julian calendar, to avoid fractions, have accounted 
it 365 d. 6h. which is 11 minutes too much; thefe 11 minutes, in about 134 
years amount to one whole day which day being retailed muft make the Sun ap- 
pear to recede one day back in the calendar in that time. At the time of the ge- 
neral council of Nice, in the year of our Lord 325, the vernal equinox happened 
about the 21ft of March, and muft in 134 years happen on the 20th, and fo on. 
In the prefent age, the equinox was gone back to the io:h of March, viz. i 1 days 
Trom its former place at the time of the faid council, and would in time have rc<* 
treated through the whole calendar, and thereby have thrown all the moveable 
fealls into the greateft confufion. To remove this inconvenience, as alfo thofe of 
commerce, Sec. the legillative power, by an acYpafled in 1752, threw out the 11 
additional days, by calling the 3d of September the 14th, in order »o bring the , 
equinox to the pLce it was at at the time when that council wa, held j and, to 
keep it fixed there, ordered that the fcviral years of our Lord i8co, 1900, 2ico, 
2200, 2300, r r any other hundredth year of our Lord which ftiall happen in 
time to come t except o:ily every four hundredth year of enr Lord, whereof the 
year of our Lord 2000 ftiall be the tirll ) (hall not l^e rOctmed or taken for Lif- 
fcxtile or Leap years, but (hall be taken tc be common years confiding of 365 
days and no mors ; and *har ;he years of our Lord 20> o, 2400, 2800, and every 
other four ; undr.Vth year of our Lord from the faid year of our Lord aoco ir.tlu- 
live, and 1Mb a'.l otlv r yt-nrs of our Lx>rd which by the prefent fu; plication ;ue cf- 
tcemtd anJ taken to !ie liiflcxtile or Leap years, {hall cont'd of 36ft days, in the 
fame fort and manner as is now utcd with refpect to every fourth 3 ear of our Lord. 

Cur 
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Our times and feafons now correfpond with thofc at the calling of the firft! 
Chriftian council, when the affairs of the church were fettled by crder of the em- 
peror Conftamine the Great, in the year of Chrift 325. This correction does not 
entirely remote the error, for the cardinal points dill anticipate near two hours 
in every 400 Gregorian years : but this defeft is quite inconfiderable, for it does 
not amount to above a day in 5000 years. Phil. Tranf. N° 495. 

1 (hall now bellow a few words on the figure and magnitude of this our Earth, 
tbe knowledge of which we may fuppofe was gradually attained with long obfer- 
vation i for wc may imagine that in the firft ages men travelled from one place to 
another chiefly by the information which the inhabitants of each country gave 
(hem, and directed their courfc by the mountains and other fixed objects. In this 
manner did mankind make but flow progrefs on the face of the Earth, without 
knowing its figure or bounds ; however, we may fuppofe it could not be long be- 
fore they obferved that though almofl all the ftars turned round them, yet that 
fome of them in that part of the heavens which we now call the polar parts remained 
nearly in the fame lituation, and confequently might ferve them as fure guides 
whenever they happen to lofe fight of their land-marks ; and alfo every day at 
noon the Son, when in his greateft elevation, flood directly oppofite to the place 
of thefe ftars. This is that imaginary line in the heavens called the Meridian, 
which might ferve as a fixed rule to direct them when they were going to the 
North or South » and likewife they needed but to know what angle any place 
formed with the meridian, to enable them to direct their courfe to the traveller un- 
der the meridian. The greateft and lead elevations of the liars would vary as they 
moved to the North or South ; and thus they would know that tbe furface of the 
Earth was a curve, and not a plane as they before imagined ; and if we add to 
this, that to a traveller in an K»ft or Weft direction, though they obferved no va- 
riation in the elevation of the ftars, yet there was a difference in time. They might 
then conclude the Earth to be fpherical, and readily call it a globe, like that of 
the Sun and Moon, and fo might reckon it among the other ftars ; and they per- 
ceived that all the motion which they gave the ftars would be faved, if the Earth 
performed a revolution upon her axis in 24 hours, directed to that immoveable 
point that they had obferved in the heavens, and that this at once explained the 
motion of the ftars. When this idea was formed, men of genius readily adopted 
it : they alfo obferved, that though the Sun in his greateft elevation every day 
at noon paffed in the plane of the meridian, yet be did not always pafs at the fame 
diflance from the fame ftars; and therefore could no longer fuppofe the Sun fixed 
with regard to the ftars, as they obferved tbat he advanced in a circular zone, and 
appeared 10 pafs one degree of it every day, and to have gone through the whole 
zone in the fpace of a year, and to have returned to his firft ftation over againft 
the fame ftars: they then concluded that cither the Sun itfelf mud ftiift his place 
in the heavens and drfcribe a circle round the Earth, or the Earth muft pals in 
the fame direction round the Sun ; and were therefore induced to give the Earth 
this motion round the Sun which the Sun appeared to have round the Earth. 
They alfo difcovercd certain ftars, which they obferved did not always keep the fame 
Pittances, which they called Wandering ftars, as they called the other fixed ftars. 
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They had difcovered five ftars of this kind, called planets, viz. Mercury, Venus, 
Mars, Jupiter, Saturn ; and found that their motion, to be regular and uniform, mull 
be performed round the Sun, and not round the Earth; and that the Earth, by 
making its revolution round the Sun, mud be between Venus and Mars. The Sun, 
animmenfe globe of fire, was placed by them in the center of the fyftem, without 
any other motion than that round bis own axis, which was not difcovered till a 
long time after by the fpots on his diflt. 

The Earth, being thus reckoned among the number of the planets, was obliged 
to more like the reft round the Sun } and che fole prerogative refcrved to her was 
to have a planet to attend her, which performs its revolution round her every 
month. 

The fyftem revived by Copernicus in later ages w a s well known to early antiqui- 
ty. Many probable reafons might have induced the ancients to affign to (he Earth 
this motion rather than to the Sun j but the ftrungeft reafons were not found out 
till our days, which are now fo cogent that they leave us no power to fufpend our 
determination. 

Ariftotle, in his Second book De Ccelo, affirms that the circumference of the 
Esrth is 400,000 furlongs j Cleomcdcs, book I. reckons it to be 300,000 ; Era- 
toft hencs, according to Strabo, Vitruvius, Pliny, and Cenforinus, would have the 
whole compafs of the Earth to contain 252,000 furlougs; to which number Hip- 
parchus, as Pliny teftifieth, added very near 25,000 more. Thefe are the accounts 
which the ancients have left us, which differ too widely from each other to lay 
ftrefs upon them; but, had they been more confident, the length of tbemile and 
ftadium which they ufed in thofe days is uncertain ; but what 1 have faid may fervc 
to (hew of what advantage it was thought in all ages. 

Having given a Iketch of the progrefs which the ancients made in the knowledge 
of this our Earth, with the furrounding heavens, I come now more prccifcly to de- 
termine its figure and magnitude, from the more exalt obfervations of the prefene 
age. But how arc we to mcafure a body whofe bulk is fo dilproportioncd to our 
organs? Our eyes can command but the fmalleft parts at once; our bands can 
grafp but atoms : but man pofleffes fomcthing with which the whole mafs of mat- 
ter is not to be compared ; that mini), by whofe will bodies are moved, and by 
whofe fagacity their properties are difcmicd. This mind even dared to attempt 
to meafute the vaft body of the Earth. A much eaficr undertaking had before 
appeared rafh and impious to one of the greateft philolophers of antiquity. Pli- 
ny, fpeaking of the catalogue of ftars which Hipparchus attempted to make, 
calls it rem Deo improbam — a difficult ta/k for a Deity. But experience fhews. 
that the human undctftanding can get over greater difficulties. Therefore a 
more juft idea of the Divinity than the ancients had of him forbids all com pa* 
rifon. 

I come now to defcribe the methods ufed by the moderns ; which is, to obfervc 
the zenith diftances of the ftars at two places under the fame meridian, in ordir to 
difcover the true meafurc of a degree. The ftars by whole aniftanLc we mealurc 
the Earth fhould be as near the zenith as poffible, to avoid refraction, wh.cli to* 
wards the horizon is great, and liable, to variations. The diilance between ihc >wo 

places 
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places is then to be meafured by the pole or chain, if it be a plane ; but, in cafe of 
interruptions, a chain of triangles may be formed to the right and ?cfr, terminating 
in the two extremities of the diflance required. Tims have uc the length of r.n 
arch of the meridian on the Earth's furface. If the angle is but of one degree, the 
meafure will be the fame ; and if more or lefs, we know in proportion the quantity. 
By thefe methods the true quantity of a degree has been very accurately deter- 
mined ; for our countryman Mr. Norwood found, by raeafuring from London to 
York, in the year 1655, that one degree upon the Earth's furface contained 69J 
miles •, and Monf. Caffini's mca fares agree with them to almoft a nicety. CaQiui's 
were made, by the French king's command, at great diftances, with the greateft 
accuracy; which he divided into two archc3, the one of 6 9 | from Paris, to the 
South extremity of the kingdom; the other of z°\ from Paris, to the North, being 
the whole meridian of France. According to thefe observations, the Earth's cir- 
cumference is 25,020 miles, and its diameter, 7,970 miles. Having deferi bed the 
bulk or magnitude of this our planetary world, with which we are fo clofely con- 
nected, I come next to confider its figure, which has been hitherto fuppofed to be that 
of a globe or fphere,and which we find to be nearly (0, namely IphaeroiJa), being a little 
flat towards the poles, and fhaped like an orange, which has been confirmed by 
experiments or gravity ; but then it was fuppofed that the centrifugal force would 
lcflen the preflure of gravity, as it is nearer to the Equator. Therefore Sir Ifaac 
Newton and Mr. Huvgens went fo far in their calculations, as to compare the quan- 
tity of the centrifugal force under the equator, which was the 289th part of gravity ; 
that is, every body under the equator loft the 289th part of its weight. According 
to Sir Ifaac Newton, the diameter of the equator muft exceed the axis of the Earth 
the 230th part of its length, that is, about 34 miles. If ever the Earth was in a 
fluid ttate, its revolution round its axis mud ncceffarily make it put on fuch a figure, 
becaufc near the equatorial parts muft needs be the greateft centrifugal force, and 
«onfequcntly there the fluid would rife and fwell mod ; and that it ftiould be fo 
now, feems neccflary, to keep the fea in the equinoctial regions from overflowing the 
Earth thereabouts. Experiments alfo, made on pendulums which require different 
lengths to fwing feconds, here and at the equator, prove the fame thing ; for when 
the pendulum of a clock departs in its motion from the perpendicular, the force 
which brings it back again is gravity; and this is done quicker or flower in propor- 
tion to the greater or lefs degree of gravity. The orbit of the Earth, or of any 
planet, is the curve that it defcribes in iu revolution round its central body ; thus 
the orbit of the Earth in its annual courfc is the ecliptick. Kepler fuppofed this 
orbit to be a perfect circle; but he proves it to be an ellipfis, the remotcft end of 
whofc tranfverfe, or longer diameter, is eight degrees diftant from the firft ftar in 
.Aries, and having the Sun in one of its focal points. 

The orbit of the Earth not being perfectly circular, but a little elliptical, the 
Sun will be nearer the r arth at one time of the year than at another, and the 
Earth will move fafter and flower, and will pafs over one half of her orbit in left 
time than the other ; for, from the autumnal equinox, September 23, to the ver- 
nal equinox, March 20, is eight days lefs than from Spring to Autumn again ; 
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and fo many days is our Summer half year longer when the Sun is farther off, 
than our Winter half when the Sun is nearer. * 

Example. 

days. days. 

In March, ioi- In September, 7 

April, 30 Otfober, 31 

May, 31 November, 30 

June, 30 December, 3 1 

July, 31 January, 31 

Auguft, 3 1 February, 28 

March, 20 1 

The difference 8 days. 

To make thefe things more eafy, let the ellipfis, fig. 10. reprefent the orbit of the 
Earth (or any other planet, as they all move in elliptical orbits). A is the place of 
the Earth at the time of the Perihelion, when the Sun is neareft to the Earth, which 
in the prefent age is on the 30th of December. The Sun is reprcfented in the focufes 
of the ellipfis at E. It is obferveable that the Earth and planets defcribe equal 
areas, or triangular fpaces, in equal times; therefore, fuppofing the triangular 
fpaces ABE, B C E, and CDE, equal, it is plain, from a bare mfpechori, 
that the Earth's motion rauft be fwifteft in defcribing the curve from A to B, 
and mud gradually decrcafe in paffing from B to C; and ftill decrcafing till 
it arrives at D, whete, being at its greateft diftance from the Sun, the motion is 
floweft. This in the prefent age is on the 30th of June, and is called the Apheli- 
on, or greateft diftance from the Sun. As I have joft obferved, the Earth, in paf- 
fing from A to BCD, is continually retarded in its orbit; fo in its pafl'age from D 
to A, in the other half of its orbit, it is continually accelerated. The diftance 
from E, the focus of the ellipfis, where the Sun is placed, to the center of the el- 
lipfis between the two focufes, is called the Eccentricity, and is ditFerent in the 
orbits of the different planets; and in all of them is fo little, that in fmall fchemes 
it is necdlefs, and almoft impoflible, to reprefent their orbits ; but, in the orbits of 
comets, the eccentricity is very confidcrable, their orbits being very long cllipfcs, 
and the focufes at vaft diftances from each other. If the Earth had no inclination 
of its axis to the plane of its orbit, the days and nights would be equ.il throughout 
the year; bur, having an inclination of 23° 28', the Sun is made fometimes to 
vifit the Northern and at other times the Southern parts, and fo produces all the 
variety of feafons we enjoy. The Earth's diurnal motion in the ecliptic is 59' 
8". The Earth is encompafled with an atmofphcre, up into which the vapours 
arc carried; where being condenfed, they furnith us with clouds, rain, &c. and 
alfo are, by reflecting light, the caufe of the morning and evening twilight, and alfo 
of the brightnefs of the /ky. The height of the atmofphcre is commonly eftimated 
at about 43 miles. 

E f The 
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The MOON. 

THE Moon rcfpeCte the Earth for her center of motion ; and, being a fecon- 
<hry planet, her glo^ie with her orbit are, as it were, carried round the Sun with our 
Enrth. In every revolution fiie turns once upon her own axis, and the fame face 
is alwavs prelented to our vic.v. The Moon goes through licr orbit, with refpeft 
to the fixed Airs, in 2yd. 7 h. 43 tnin. at a mean rate ; but with regard to the 
Sun, a l unation is 29 d. 12 h. 44 tnin. The Moon's orbit docs not always re- 
main the fame, but is dilated in Winter, and contracted in Summer; the greatefl: 
difference beinc about ii' r minutes. The Moon will be later every time in coming 
to her conjunction or oppofition with the Sun from December till June, and fooncr 
from June to December. The Moon's orbit is elliptical, and the Earth is in one 
of its focal points, and has the fame kind of influence as I obferved the Sun's at- 
traction had on the motion of the Earth ; fo that the Moon's motion muff be conti- 
nually acceler.ited wbilft (he is pafling from her apogee to her perigee, and as gra- 
dually retarded in moving from her perigee to her apogee. The Moon's mean dif- 
tance from the Earth is 240.000 miles, and her diameter about 2,175 miles. By 
the light and fhadow of the Sun upon her, it is evident that (he has day and 
night in the fpace of one month. Her axis inclines to the plane of her orbit in an 
angle of about 6 1 degrees from the perpendicular. That the Moon has mountains, 
atid deep valleys, is evident from the unevennefs of her furface, which are plainly 
to be feen with the telefcopc. The Earth and Moon arc mutually Moons to one 
another. When they arc New Moon to us, we are Eull Moon to them. The 
magnitude, light, and heat of the Sun are nearly the fame as with us on the 
Earth. 



MARS. 

I come now to the fuperior planets, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn. They are 
fo called becaufe they move in orbits round the Sun, which arc larger than that 
of our Earth, and fo are above us with regard to the Sun, and can never come 
between the Earth and Sun. The orbit of Mars is between the Earth and Jupiter, 
and he makes his revolution round the Sun in the fpace of 1 year, 321 days, 23 
hours, and 27 minutes, at the diftance of 145 millions of miles. His diameter 
is about 5 1 50 miles, and he has a rotation upon his axis, as appears from the fpots 
on his body, in 24 h. 40 min. ; and in Mars we can difcern a great firnilitude with 
the Earth in its opacity and fpots, and being encompaiTed with an atmofpherc, 
which, together with the planet itfclf, reflects a glaring red light. This planet, 
as well as the reft, borrows its light from the Sun, and has its incrcafc and decreafe 
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like the Moon ; and I have obferved it almoft bifected in his quadratures with the 
Sun, but never horned, which is a proof that his orbit circumltribes ours and 
is wholly beyond it ; but I have not obferved any fatellire or Moon belonging to 
this planet, nor have I heard of others making fuch a difcovery ; fo that, if there 
are any, they arc fmall, or reflect too weak a light to make them vifiblc at a 
great diftance. The axis of this planet is nearly at right angles to the plane of 
his orbit, as appears from the revolution of the fpots on his furface ; therefore 
he hath a perpetual equinox. The belts or fwaths in Mars probably owe their 
origin to heat and cold, in the fame manner as the clouds in our atmofphere in 
Mars. The Sun's diameter is but little more than half what it appears on our 
Earth; confequcntly his light and heat is not half fo great as it is here. To the 
obfervers of the heavens in Mars, the Earth will be their morning and evening 
ftar by turns, juft as Venus is here. Mr. Flamftead and Caflini found the paral 
lax of Mars to be about 25 feconds, and thence concluded the Sun's parallax was 
about 10 feconds. 



The inclination of his orbit to the ecliptic, 1 52 o 

The daily mean motion in the ecliptic, 31 27 

Place of aphelion, perihelion oppofite, n 1 56 o 

Place of attending node, defcending oppofite, « 18 6 o ,„ 

Created apparent diameter, 20 50 

Lead apparent diameter, 2 46 



JUPITER. 

OUR next fuperior planet is Jupiter, who performs his revolution round the 
Sun in 11 years, 3 14 days, and 12 hours, at the diftance of 494 millions of miles. 
And here I flaall beftow a few words in relating the difcovcrics that we make there 
with our glafles, although at fo great a diftance from us; for without them we 
could fay very little more than what I have juft mentioned ; and for this I hope 
I need not make any apology, cfpecially as they prefent us with fuch a very no- 
ble and entertaining fcene of the great Creator's glory. For here we difcover that 
Jupiter is attended with a grand retinue of moons, or fecondary planets, revolving 
round him, and adminillering their light and kind influence ; an admirable provi- 
Hon, he being 5 times further from the Sun than the Earth is ; therefore the folar 
diameter is but about a fifth of what it appears to us, and his light ami heat 
muft confequcntly be 25 times lefs than ours. On the body of Jupi er I find 
great variation in the belts, they being fometimes more in number, fometimes 
fewer, as alfo broader and narrower : fometimes alfo they are darker, and at other 
times only like a mift. A drawing of Jupiter's belts, as they appeared Aug. 13, 
1772, at 10* 30' o", is given in fig. 11. Thefe belts, as 1 obferved, are variable, 
and may perhap* be owing to vapours and clouds in bis atmofphere, as on our 
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Earth thefe belts are commonly parallel to and near his equator; and by the fpot» 
that appear in his belts and on his body, his rotation on his axis is discovered to 
be in 9 hours and 56 minutes. The fuperior planets arc much nearer to the Earth 
when 111 oppofirion to the Sun than in any other part of their orbit : however, this 
neareft diftance of Jupiter is about 400 millions of miles from our Earth, a diftance 
i'o great, that this planet, though of the largcft magnitude (his diameter being 
94,100 miles, fo that he is in bulk 1000 times bigger than our Earth), is at this' 
tliltancc reduced to the appearance of a bright ftar in the heavens. Being at fo 
great a diftance from the Sun, he hath four fatellites, or moons, to enlighten him, 
as our Earth, which is nearer, hath one. Their diftances from Jupiter, in femidiame- 
ters of his body, are as follows: 

The diftance of the Firft, $>6*97 in minutes and feconds of a degree is 1 51" 

Second, 9,017 2 56 

Third, 14.384 4 42 

Fourth, 23,166 g 16 



Their periodical revolutions about Jupi- 
ter with regard to the fixed ftars are, 

d. h. 



Firfti 1 18 27 34 

Second, 3 13 13 42 

Third, 7 3 42 36 

Fourth, 16 16 32 9 



The revolution of thefe planets about Ju- 
piter with regard to the Sun is, 

Firft, 1 18 28 36 



Second, 3 13 17 54. 
Third, 7 3 59 36 
Fourth, 16 18 5 13 



The magnitudes of thefe planets of Jupiter are large, and I judge may be nearly 
as follows. The third is the largeft of them all, and may be about the bignefs of 
Venus. The firft is the next in fize, though fomewhat lefs than the former, and 
may be about the bignefs of the Earth. The fecond is a little lefs than the firft, 
and may be about the bignefs of Mars. The fourth is the leaft, and may perhaps 
be not much bigger than Mercury. Some Aftronomers make the bulk of thefe 
fecondary planets much greater ; for the moft ingenious Mr. Huygens concludes, . 
from their fltades upon Jupiter's diflf, that there is. not any of them lefs than our 
Earth. If wc confidcr the vaft bulk of Jupiter himfelf, and his grand retinue of 
fecondary planets, which we have fuppofed to be at leaft equal to all the primary 
planets between himfelf and the Sun, lb that he is furniftied with a compleat fyf- 
tem of his own, and attendant fatellites or moons exhibiting the fame phafis and 
figures that our Mocn fhews us in the various parts of her revolution ; what a va- 
riety of fcenes muft be perpetually exhibited in the heavens to an eye placed m that 
planet! Thefe amazing afls and indulgent provifions juftiy proclaim it a work 
worthy the great Creator. 

The fatellites of Jupiter, which were wholly unknown to the ancients, were firft 
difcovercd by (.alilseo on the 7th of January, 1610. The eclipfes of thefe fa- 
te!. ices arc very frequent, and of great ufe on this our Earth, by enabling the ma- 
riner to iind hi> longitude, and is frequently ufed both by fea and land. 

Example 



1 
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Example I. The emcrfion of Jupiter's firft fatcllitcs at the Royal Obfervatory at 
Crecnwich, by calculation, 

1770, July 13, apparent time, 9 5 7 

By obfervatiou at Hinckley r 902 

Difference of meridian 055 Weft. 



Example 2. The emerfion of Jupiter's firft fatcllitcs at Greenwich, by calculation.. 

h. 

1770, Aug. 5, apparent time, 9 19 9 

By obfervation at Hinckley, 9 13 45 

Difference of meridian o 5 24 Weft. 



Example 3. The caaerfion of Jupiter's firft fatcllitcs at Greenwich, by calcu* 
lation. 

1774, Oft. 5. apparent time, 10 14 5 

By obfervation at Hinckley, 10 8 35 

Difference of meridian o 5 30 Weft. 



Thefe feveral planets, while they are gradually entering the penumbra or hn- . 
perfect ftudow of Jupiter, or emerging from it in their eclipfes diftinft from their 
durations within the total fliadow itfelf, are from obfervation nearly as follow, 
though they admit of fomc variety at different times: 

Firft, 1 io 

Second, 2 20 

Third, 3 40 

Fourth, 5 30 

Thofe eclipfes of our Moon, which we call total, are not ftriftly fuch; but the 
eclipfes of Jupiter's planets are every one ftriftly total, they going very deep into 
the total fliadow of Jupiter in every one of their eclipfes, except the fourth about 
its greateft latitude, which cannot then come into his fliadow for a confiderablc 
time. 

The mean duration of the total eclipfes of Jupiter's planets, when thev arc not: 
far from their nodes and defcribe diameters over Jupiter's fliadow, arc as follows : 



Firft, 2 12 

Second, 2 49 

Third, 3 32 

Fourth, 4 46 TI>e 
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'l i e c'i'r nions of ihefe planets, while they are under occuliations by the body of 
1 u pi i c r cither on tliis or the other fiJe, when they are not far remote from their 
i-.od.-s, and defcabe diameters over Jupitci's body, are as follows: 

h. , 

Firft, 2 1 8 

Second, 2 56 

Third, 3 40 

Fourth, 4 54 

As to the motion of thefe planets, that of the fecond is by far the mod uneven 
and irregular of them all; for fometimes its motion will be confiderably accelerated 
or retarded, which I fuppole arifes chiefly from their mutual attraction or gravi- 
tation upon each other, as has been rbferved of the Sun, Moon, and planets. The 
motion of the other three planets is more regular, though not entirely free from 
fucn inequalities. That the fecondaries of Jupiter have a rotation on their axis, 
I cannot pofitively affirm ; but think it probable, from the great variety in their 
brightnefs, which may be more or lefs obfeured by fpots on their difk. Though 
tiicle pi. in its revolve about Jupiter's center in orbits concentrical to Jupiter; yet 
to us on the Earth they appear to move backward and forward along thole dia- 
meters of their fcveral orbits, and their apparent dillances will be the fine of the 
angles of their real motion from or to Jupiter's center. 

I (hall now take notice of a remarkable difcovery made by means of the fatellites 
of Jupiter; and that is, the motion or progreffion of light ; for light requires time 
10 pals fr m one place to another, and does it not in an inltant, but is of all mo- 
tions the quickeft. Mr. Reaumur has demonstrated, from the obfervations of the 
immejfwns and emeifions of the fatellites of Jupiter, that light requires the time 
of one fecond to move the fpace of 3000 leagues, or 9000 miles, which is near the 
Karth's diameter, as may be feen in the Journal des Scavans, 1676; Phil.Tranf. 
N° 136 ; or Sir Ifaac Newton's Philof. Nat. Math. lib. 1. Schol. prop. 96. where 
it is averted that light requires about ten minutes of time to come from the Sun to 
the Earth ; and it is moft evident, without this allowance for the time fpent in 
light's motion, the appearances or the fatellites, eclipfes, and emerfions, arc not 
to be explained by any eccentricity or other hypothefis. Sir Kaac Newton obferves, 
that light is propagated in time, and fuppofes about ten minutes to be taken up in 
its pafl'dgc from the Sun to us; but in his Optics he determines this matter more 
accurately. Pieaumur firft, and after him others, bad obferved that the eclipfes of 
Jupiter's fatellites happen about 7 or 8 minutes fooner than they ought to do by 
The tables, when the Earth is interpoled between the Sun and that planet ; but 
as much later when the Earth is beyond the Sun in refpect of Jupiter : the reafou of 
which is, that the light of the fatellites hath farther to go in the latter cafe than in the 
former, by the diameter of the Earth's orbit. Mr. Huygcns hath proved, in hisCof- 
mothcoros, that a bullet difcharged from the mouth 01 a cannou, and not abating 
of its firft velocity, would be 25 years before it reached the Sun. Now the via 
tercurfj being the fame in both, the velocities will be reciprocally as the times; 
that iu, the velocity of light to that of a cannon-bullet perfifting in its greateft 

fwiftnefs 
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fwiftncfs will be as 25 years to 10 minutes, or as 1,3 14,700 is to 1 nearly ; fo that 
the morion of light is above a million of times fwifter than that of a cannon-ball, a ra- 
pidity of motion fo great that it cannot be eafily conceived by us. 

Though Jupiter is the greateft of the planets, yet his revolution about his axis 
is the fwiftcft. His polar axis is obferved to be Ihorter than his equatorial diameter, 
and Sir Ifaac Newton determines the difference to be as 8 to 9 ; fo that his figure 
is a fpheroid, and the fwiftnefs of his rotation occafions this fphcroidifm ro be more 
fenlible than that of any other of the planets. Jupiter appears very illuftrious, and 
almoft as large as Venus, but is not altogether fo bright. If we take oft' his re- 
fulgent rays by viewing him through a fmall pin-hole, we fhall find his real appa- 
rent diameter very lmall. The axis of this planet inclines but very little to the 
plane of his orbit ; therefore they will enjoy, as they do in Mars, a perpetual 
equinox over the whole globe throughout the year, which is almoft 1 2 of ours. 
Their days and nights are but Ihort, being about 3 hours each. The four fatel- 
lites, or moons, muft make a very pleafing appearance to the inhabitants of Jupiter, 
in their various afpcfls and revolutions, with their frequent ecipfes ; and by the 
variety of latitude and perpetual changes of it, all parts of that vaft planet will 
have their due fhare in all the light and kindly lcrviccs, and fcldom or never be 
deprived of them. The aftronomers there will never fee Mercury, Venus, the 
Earth, nor perhaps Mars, unlefs in their horizon, foractimes at the beginning and 
end of their twilight j for, being at fo great a diftance, they will appear to accom- 
pany the Sun, and rife and fet almoft at the fame time with him. Nor will they 
perhaps be able to know there arc fuch worlds in exiftencc for, being at fo 
great a diftance from them, and their diameters fmall, together with their nearnefs 
to the Sun, they will be as it were wholly ablorbed and loft in the folar rays. But 
Saturn, when in oppofition to the Sun, will, with his ring and grand retinue of 
planets, make a fine appearance, Jupiter at that time being above 400,000,000 
miles nearer than we on the Earth ; but at the time of Saturn's conjunction with 
the Sun, he will be wholly obfeured and loft to them for a confiJerable time ; 
and for fome before and after, he will appear very obfeure and fmall, as is plain 
from a bare view of the Solar Syftem, fig. 9, where thefe two planets arc delineated 
at their greateft diftance from each other. 

The inclination of his orbit to the ecliptic, 1 20 o 

Daily mean motion in the ecliptic, o 4 59 

The place of aphelion, 1 1 15 o 

The place of the afcending node, ?3 8 45 o 

Greateft apparent diameter, 24 12 

Lcaft apparent diameter, 1 4 36 



SAT U K N. 
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IN the remote boundaries of our fyftem, at the diftance of 907 millions of miles 
from the Sun, Saturn makes his periodical revolution in 29 years, 174 days, and 
6 hours; his diameter is 77,990 miles; fo that he is 600 times bigger than the 
Earth. By reafon of his vail diftance from us, we have not been able to difcovcr 
whether this planet revolves upon his axis; but I think it very probable, as we 
obferve it in fo many of the heavenly bodies. However, as we have not ocular 
demonrtration of this particular, I (hall take notice of thofe that are fo with the 
telefcope ; for, at this great diftance from the Sun, fome provifion feems neceflary, 
as the Sun's diameter is there but the tenth of what it appears to us on the Earth, 
■confcquently his light and heat 100 times lefs. And here the great Creator has 
made fuch admirable provifion for remedying Saturn's great diftance from the Sun 
as mult ftrike every one that views it with aftonifhment ; for here we difcover an 
amazing ring encompaffing him on every fide, but no w here touching his body. 
The breadth of the ring is about 21,000 miles, and the diftance of it from Saturn 
on every part is much the fame ; fo that the heavens may be diftinctly fcen be- 
tween the ring and his body. The ring is judged to be about 7 or 800 miles thick, 
and appears to reflect the Sun's light and heat, fo as to make both itfelf and the 
body of Saturn to appear very illuftrious. A reprcfentation of Saturn, encompaffed 
with his ring, is given in fig. 12. To us on the Earth, the ring puts on many dif- 
ferent appearances. Every 14 or 15 years, Saturn's ring hath the fame face; for, 
during one half of his revolution, it inclines to the Northern, and the other half 
to the Southern parts; all which appearances are gradually obtained by gentle 
progrcfles from one face of the ring to the other ; for at one time he appears with 
open Anfae or apertures, at another time with no ring at all ; and when the Anf& are 
the largeft, they gradually diminilh until noce are to be fcen in the ring, and 
at laft no ring at all. The diameter of Saturn to that of his ring is as 4 to 9. 
When Saturn is in 20 J-° of Sagittarius, the Northern plane of the ring is en- 
lightened, and appears quite open; and when he is in 20 [° of I'ilcet, the ring 
is quite Ihort, or only appears as a line on his body. When he is in 20J- 0 of 
Gemini, the Southern plane of the ring is enlightened, and the ring appears open 
again ; and when he is arrived to 2oJ-° of Libra, the ring appears (hut again. 
As the ufc of this ring feems to be for the reflefting of light and heat to this pla- 
net, we may reafonably conclude that, from the different pofitions of his ring, 
Saturn hath great variety of feafons. The being dignified with fuch an admirable 
ling, which feems intended by Providence to fupply him with light and heat, and 
make up for the deficiency of the Sun's rays ; the prodigious fize of it •, its great 
breadth, and vaft compafs; what an amazing arch muft it form to an eye placed 
in that planet ! This is a thing fo peculiar to Saturn, and fo unufual in the reft of 
the creation, that it is a noble deinonltration of the great Creator's (kill and care. 

Bui 



Digitized by Google 



HISTORY OF HINCKLEY. 



221 



But this it not all. A further provifion is made, by a grand retinue of fccondary 
planets or moons; for, as I have obferved thar Jupiter, being at a great diftance 
from the Sua, was attended by four Moons ; fo Saturn, being above 500 millions 
of miles more diftant, betides his ring, is accommodated with fire and perhaps 
more j for the diftance between the orbits of the two outermoft is fo very confide- 
rable, that it is reafonable to conclude there is another lying between them, which 
may be inviftble at fo great a diftance by means of fome obfeurity, fuch as is ob- 
fervable in the outermoft itfelf. We may reafonably conclude that thefe fatcllires 
are of a prodigious bulk, for the reflecting of light and other miniftrations to their 
primary planet ; otherwifc they could not be fcen at fo great a diftance. Their 
diftances from the center of Saturn, with periodical times, are asunder: 



Periodical times. 

d. h. m- 
1 



Diftance in femidiameters 
of the globe of Saturn. 

'ill 



Diftance in femidi- 

f. amctcrs of the ring. 

Firft, 1 21 18 27 2>oq7 

Second, a 17 41 23 - 2,686 6,2 

Third, 4 12 25 12 3,75a 8,754 

Fourth, 15 22 41 1 a 8,698 20,295 

Fifth, 79 7 47 o 25,348 59,154 

Mr. Azout aflerts, that the remote diftance of Saturn from the Sun doth not 
hinder there being light enough to fee clear there, and even clearer than in our 
Earth in cloudy weather. The inclination of the ring of Saturn to the ecliptic is 
found by obfervation to be about 31°. Mr. Huygens firft difcovered the ring of 
Saturn and the largeft of his fatellites, which is the fourth, in 1665. Mr. Caftini 
difcovered the other four, with excellent objc&-ghuTcs, of 70, 90, too, 136, 155, 
and 220 feet. The firft and fecond were not feen till 1684. In fig. 15. is areprc- 
fentation of Saturn as traced in the heavens. The upper part of the figure repre- 
sents a portion of the ecliptic divided into degrees ; and in the lower part is a re- 
prefentation of Saturn encotnpafled with his ring. 

Being in his retrograde motion, he came to a conjunction with a fixed ftar the 
beginning of December 1767, a" in Cancer, his latitude being i° 2' South. His 
place is marked every fifth day, and may be progreflively feen by infpection. 

December 24, he comes in conjunction with another fixed ftar, and renders it in- 
viUble to the naked eye, though it appears in the telefcope, his latitude then being 
i° o South. He continues retrograde till Feb. 27, 1768, when he again begins his 
direct motion, as exprefied in the figure, and comes again in conjunction a fecond 
time with the fame ftar, April 28, and again renders it invifible,he being now above 
it, and his latitude 40' South ; and he comes again in conjunction with the former 
ftar May 1 5, 1768, but in a higher fituation, his latitude being 37' South. 

Occultation of Saturn by the Moon, Feb. 18, 1775. 

h. h. • " 



Beginning, apparent time, 9 it 55 

Central ingrefs, 9 x 2 21 

Immerfion, 9 12 47 

Vifible conjunction, 9 35 24 



Middle of occultation, 9 36 13 

Emerfion, to o 20 

Central egrefs, 10 o 46 

End of final contact, 10 1 14 



1b Saturn all the planets in our fyftem difappear, except Jupiter \ and he ap- 
pears to accompany the Sun, being never found either before or after him more 
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than about $s c , fo that he U their Morning and Evening Star by turns, as Venus 
is to us ; but his Moons, as I have obferved of thofe of Jupiter, mutt exhibit a 
very great variety of appearances. At the time of conjunction with the Sun, they 
will be New Moons, and at the firft and laft quarter half enlightened : at the op- 
polition, they will be Full, mining with their greateft brightnefs, and performing their 
revolutions in different times, which, together with frequent eclipfes, muft afford 
many curious fpeculations to an eye placed in this planet. 

Jnclinationof hisorbiuotheediptic, 2 30 The place ofthcafcending node, es zi 57 
Daily mean motion in the ecliptic, 2 Created apparent diameter, 19 40 
1 he place of aphelion, W 10 Lead apparent diameter, 14 11 



GEORGIUM SIDUS 

is to be the name of the newly difcovered planet (as I learn from Mr. Maty's Re- 
view) in honour of our gracious Sovereign *. This planet is of a pale colour, and 
of very fmall apparent diameter, it being but of about 5"; although our Earth is 
nearly approaching to that part of her orbit which is neareft to the planet, which is 
now retrograde, in the beginning of the fign Cancer, and its motion about 1 ' a day, 
with 13' of North latitude. Its apparent meridian altitude at Hinckley is 6i* 23'; 
and this altitude will continue for fome time, with but little variation. 

The Georgium Sidus is fuppoied to be at a great diftance beyond the orbit of Sa- 
turn, and will require near 80 years to compleat one revolution round the Sun. But 
we may hope foon to have a fatisfa&ory account of it from Mr. Hcrfchel. 

1 

MACULiE SOLARES. 

THIS remarkable appearance fhould have accompanied the Solar Observations, 
but was overlooked at the time they were printing. Before 1 heard of it, it had ap- 
peared, and palled the Solar dilk. On a daily examinmation, I difcovered the Maculae 
Solares, or new appearance near the Sun's limb, July 20, 1781. From the 20th 
to the 24th, keeps advancing on the Sun's di/k in all refpe&s as the common Ma- 
cuhv, and has a penumbra, or kind of atmofphere, furrounding it. On the 25th, 
cloudy. On the 26th, advances on the dilk as other Maculse; the atmofphere very 
dillinrh, well defined, and of a clear appearance} the fpot very dark, aad will 
make irs neareft approach to the Sun's center on the 27th at 6 h 30' in the rooming, 
at the s!i Ranee of 2 40" Non!t. Its form was alraoft fpherical, its longcft diame- 
ter being 28" 15"', the fhortcft 27'' 50". The atmofphere circumfcribing it ap- 
peared circular, and nearly double the fpot's mean diameter. Notwithstanding the 
cloudy weather, I had fome views of it before it came to the Sun's limb •, but found 
it was divided into fcvcral fpott, which increafed their diftance from each other be- 

• " The obfervationt of all the fitft Afttonomcti of Europe concurring to prove the new ftar difcovered by 
Mr. Hcrfchel to be a primary planet; he, who, as the difcovcrcr, bat the beft right to give it a name, wifhej 
it to be called ttiv Gcorgi-.im Stc!u>. in honourof the Prince under whofc reign it wa» difcovered, and at a debt 
due to thai Piincc by Ailroncmy, for taking <\. j difcovcrcr from a mechanical employment, and enabling him 
to continue to enrich fcitnre. U [>on trVI« principles, it it fitppofcd, the other Afironoiucrt of Europe will rea- 
ilily nruur 111 accepting ihc name. It it plcafing to tefledt, that thii difcorcry hat been made by a very 
manual improvement in the coi:<»ni£tion or" Telcfcopes, fo that we have a great deal more to e*pe£t from the 
time diligent Itandt." Maty, voi. II. p. 4J8. 

foro 
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fore they came to the limb, as is obfervable of the common Maculae, fo that there 
was an entire end of this Angular obfervation. 



Comparative Magnitudes. 

The dark fpot's greatcft diameter, 13*266 miles. 

The leaft diameter, , 3< c 79 

Mean diameter, »3ii7* 

The diameter of the atmofphere and fpot inclufive, 26,344 

The diameter of our Earth, 7,970 
Fig. 13. is a reprefentation of this phamomenon. 



COMETS. 

THERE are other bodies, befides the planets already treated of, belonging 
to our fyftem. Thefe, which arc a kind of temporary planets, fometimes make 
their appearance in the regions of the planets for a while after they return and 
difappear, and are called Comets, or Blazing Stars. Modern Aftronomcrs have 
difcovered that they are large globular bodies, moving in various directions acrofs 
our fyftem, and that their orbits are very elliptical. In the diftant parts of their 
orbits, they afcend to vaft heights above Saturn, and fo become a long time in- 
vifible until they again return into our part of the fyftem. The manner in which 
a Comet revolves in its orbit through the planetary fyftem is reprefented in fig. 9. 

I fhall now give a few obfervations on that of 1769. 

Auguft 24, the Comet's direction was Eaft by South 3* in 24 hours, and 
was nearly 15 3 South of the Pleiades, in 25'' of Taurus. A line drawn from Al- 
debaran to Mcnear in the mouth of the Whale, paffes about 2° South of the Co- 
met's body. 

Sept. «, half pnft one o'clock in the morning, the Comet 2* to the South Weft 
of the ftar in Orion's right Ihoulder, the head or nucleus of the Comet rather ob- 
fcurc, being about the bignefs of a ftar of the third magnitude, furrounded by a 
hazy atmofphere ; its tail pointing to that part of the heavens moft diftant from 
the Sun, and its length 30°. It had juft pafled to the North of a line from the 
Pleiades pairing through Aldebaran, its right afcenfion at that time being $ k 20', 
and declination f North. 

Sept. 12, half paft 3 o'clock in the morning, the Comet 14 0 below Procyon, 
the tail incrcafed to fomething more than 30 0 in length ; the middle of the tail 
pointed to the ftars in Orion's fword ; it is now halting to the Sun with great ve- 
locity, its motion being upwards of a? in 24 hours Northerly, declining down- 
wards Eafterly about 6 1 lower than it was on the ift of September. The Comet's 
approach to the Sun, and the morning twilight, foon precluded further obfervation. 

Having determined as near as poflibly I could the particular part it would make 
its appearance in after its afcent from the Sun, I made the following obfervations, 
which perhaps might have begun fooner had not the evenings been cloudy. 

October 31, at half paft 6 o'clock in the evening, 1 obferved the Comet. 
It made but a fmall taint appearance, fcarcely difcerniblc with the naked eye, 
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ami appeared hi.e one of t he nebulous ftars, with a fmall glare of light, but was 
very vifible with the telefcope. The head was very bright, and the tail lhort, and 
fcemcd divided as it were in two, within a little of the head. A reprefentation of it 
is given in fig. 14. The Comet being at a great diftance from the Earth, and 
continually incrcaling that diftance, and being alfo lb very near the evening twi- 
light, it cannot be long vifible. A perpendicular line parting through the bright 
ftar in the Harp to the horizon pailVs a little to the Weftward of the Comet, the 
height of the Comet being 1 5^ above the horizon. 

November 5, I obferved the CofYict at half part 6 o'clock in the evening. It 
made a very faint appearance, butjuft difcernible with the naked eye, and ap- 
peared much fainter through the telefcope. 

November 7. This evening, at half paft 6 o'clock, the Comet appeared very 
faint rhrough the telefcope ; it has palled on z° to the Eaftward fincc the evening 
of the 5th inftant, its direction being due Eaft. 

I think it very probable that the body of this Comet is nearly as large as the 
Moon, and that at the beginning of September it was about 90,000,000 of miles 
from the Sun, and 40 millions of miles from our Earth. 

We only view Comets during a fmall part of their revolution; for they begin 
to appear to us when they arrive at that part of our fyftcm which is between the 
orbits of Jupiter and Mars, and then only as ftars of the fmalleft magnitude j and 
as they approach the Sun, they appear larger, and emit a fiery tail ; and as the 
Comet approaches nearer, with the increase of heat the tail grows longer ; and 
when it arrives at the perihelion, or a little beyond it, the tail is then longeft ; af- 
terwards, as the Comet afcends and the heat diminilhcs, the tail grows lefe, till it 
becomes invtfible. 

The bodies of Comets muft be of a very fixed and durable fubftance ; otherwise, 
at their near approach to the Sun, they would be diflipated by fuch an intenfc heat. 
The number or the Comets was fuppofed to be, till the prefent age, between 20 
and 30. But little progrefs was made in this part of Aftronomy, and confequently 
few of their periods determined. Of thofe delineated in fig. 9, that of 1680 is 
575 years, that of 1759 is 75^ years, and that of 1661 is 129 years; this 
laft, therefore, will probably return in the year 1789, or beginning of 1790. 
The Comet of 1680, at the time of its perihelion, is computed to have come 
fo near the Sun as to be within one fixth part of the Sun's diameter, and confe- 
quently muft receive a degree of heat 28,000 times hotter than our Earth in 
Summer, which is about 2000 times horjer than red-hot iron. Ariftotle and 
many of the Ancients would have Comets to be nothing but fublunary va- 
pours, or airy meteors; and fo far did their opinion prevail, that this difficult part of 
the Aftronomical fcience lay neglected. But Seneca the Philofopher, having con- 
fidcred the phenomena of two remarkable Comets of his time, made no (cruple 
to place them amongft the ecleftial bodies, believing them to be ftars of equal 
duration with the world, though he owns their motions to be governed by laws 
not yet dilcovcred ; and at laft (which was no untrue or vain prediction) he fore- 
tells that there fliould be ages fomc time hereafter, to whom Time and Diligence 
fhpuld unfold all thefe myfterics, and who fliould wonder that the Ancients fliouUl 
be ignorant of them, after fome lucky Interpreter of Nature had {hewn in what 
parts of the heavens the Comets wandered, and what and how great they were. 
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Upon the whole, very little was done that might be of life in this fubjed before 
the year 1 577, when Tycho Brahe, that great reftorer of Aftronomy, being pro- 
vided with proper intlruments, there appeared a very remarkable Comet ; which 
Tycho opportunely applied himfclf to obferve. Next to Tycho, came the faga- 
cious Kepler ; arid he, having the advantage of Tycho's labours and obferva- 
t'tons, found out the true phyfical fyftem of the world, and much improved the 
Agronomical fcicncc ; and after him Hevelius, who made many observations of 
Comets, but complained that his calculations did not agree with the matter of 
fadt in the heavens. At length came the prodigious Comet of the year i6e'o, 
which, defcending as it were from an infinite didancc perpendicularly towards the 
Sun, arofe from him again with as great a velocity. This Comet, which was 
fecn for four months continually, by the very remarkable anil peculiar curvity 
of its orbit above all others, gave the fitted occafion for inveftigating the theory 
of their motion; and the Royal Obfervatories of Paris and Greenwich having been 
for fome time founded, and committed to the care of the moft excellent Aftono- 
mcrs, the apparent motion of this Comet was mod accurately (perhaps as far as 
human Jkill could go) obferved by Mefficurs CafGni and Flamftead. Not long 
after, that great Geometrician, the illuftrious Newton, writing his Mathematical 
Principles of Natural Philofophy, demonftratcd not only what Kepler had found 
did nccefiarily obtain in the planetary fyftem, but alfo that all the phxnomena 
of Comets would naturally follow from the fame principles ; which he abundantly 
illuitrated by the example of the forefaid Comet of 1 680, mewing at the fame 
time a method of delineating the orbits of Comets geometrically, wherein he (not 
without the higheft admiration of all men) folvcd a problem whofe intricacy ren- 
dered it worthy of himfelf. This Comet he proved to move round the Sun in a 
parabolical orb, and to defcribc areas (taken at the center of the Sun) propor- 
tional to the times. 



Ths FIXED STARS. 



HAVING in the preceding pages fet forth the prodigious magnitude of this 
our Solar Syflem, and of the bodies therein contained ; let us admire, as we jurtly 
may, the vafl bulk of this our own globe, which however, as has been obferved, is 
much furpalfcd'by fome others; fo that we cannot confider them without aftonifti- 
ment. And were there no more of creation than the Sun and Planets, primary 
and fecondary, it would be fufHcicnt to manifeft an almighty and all-wife Creator. 
But all this is a fmall part of the creation, compared with the Starry Heavens, 
which, as I Dial) (hew prefently, are an amazing, grand, and magnificent ftruclure ; 
and may juflly be faid to declare the £lory of God, and to Jliew bis handy work. 
And can we poflibly view and contemplate them, and not give Him due praife r 

The Ancients thought the Univerfe was confined within far more narrow bounds 
4han it is fince found to be \ for they fuppofed that the Fixed Stars were placed 
at equal dilUnces from us, and formed a kind of arch, or boundary ; bur, fince 
the invention of the telefcope, fuch difcoveries have been made, as give us a 
more exalted and exteofive idea. As to the diftance of the Fixed Stars, they are 
4 hardly 
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hardly within the reach of our methods to determine. However, I (hall mention 
a particular or two, that will much illuftrate the prodigious vaftnefs of it. Dr. 
Hook, Op. Pofthum. p. 109, gives very probable rcafons why the Fixed Stars 
would be of the fame nature with the Sun, which are drawn from their vaft dif- 
tance, and their afiecVmg our eyes with fo ftrong and mid a light ; which is 
agreed to by modern Altronomers. Therefore, fince in all likelihood the Fixed 
Stars are Suns fhining with their own native light, perhaps of a different magni- 
tude, we may, at a reafonablc medium, preiurae they are generally about the 
bignefs of our Sun, and that the great variety of their magnitudes in general arifes 
from the different diftances they are placed from us. Upon fuch a fuppofuion as 
this, Mr. Huygcns fuppofes that the greatcft, and confequcntly the neareft, of the 
Fixed Stars is Syrius ; the diftance of which he computes thus. The diftance of 
the Sun to this Star is as 1 to 27,644; that is, this Star appeared fo many times 
lefs than the Sun ; therefore his diftance muft be as many times as far. He then 
proceeds thus : Allowing the diftance of the Sun to be 12,000 diameters of the 
Earth, and a diameter to be 7846 miles, according to the beft calculations at that 
time, then the neareft diftance of this Star from us is at leaft 2,4.04,520,928,000 
miles ; which is fo great, that a cannon-ball going all the way with the fame velo- 
city it had at the mouth of the gun would fcarce arrive there in 700,000 years. 
As the Stars appear to us of different fizes, they are divided for diftinclion into 
fix different magnitudes ; and if we fuppofe each of thefe to be placed as far from 
each other a? thofe juft mentioned, what an immenfurable diftance muft they be 
from us ! When the eye can fee no more, great numbers are yet dilcoverable with 
ihe telefcope •, and when we view them with inftruments of ftill fuperior conftruc- 
tion, we proportionally difcover more and more of thofe ftarry orbs. If therefore, 
as wc have juft obferved, we fuppofe the ball to continue its motion, how many 
millions of years would be fpent before it could arrive at thofe diftant bodies ! 
And when we fee ourfclves furrounded with fo prodigious a number of thefe 
illuftrious bodies, and particularly when we take a view of the Galaxy or Milky- 
way, and the prodigious number that fill that part of the heavens, and caufc the 
remarkable whitenew there, we fee what is beyond the art of man to number. 

The moil learned of our modern Aftronomers fuppofe that this great multitude 
of Fixed Stars are Suns, and that each of tbem is encompaffed with a fyftem 
of planets like our Sun. That thefe Stars are Suns, feems evident, becaufe tbey 
(hi ne by their own native light; and as to their bulk or magnitude, they arc- 
only diminUhed in appearance by their prodigious diftances from us; and fo bri/k 
and vivid is their light, and fo very fmall their apparent diameter?, diverted of 
their glaring rays, when we view them through our telefcopes, and fee their true 
appearance, that they then appear as Aiming by their own innate light as our 
Sun doth. And from the uniformity obfervable in God's works, we have great rea- 
fon to conclude that every Fixed Star hath a fyfte>n of natural Planets as well as the 
Sun j for it is certain the Sun is a Fixed Star to the Fixed Stars, as they arc to the 
Sun. What a grand and amaztng fcene doth this unfold unto us, if human imagi- 
nation wu con. eive it ! Thoufands of Suns ranged round us at immenfe diftances 
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from each other, attended by ten thourand times ten thoufand worlds! And though 
in rapid motion, yet we obferve them to be calm, regular, and harmonious, and 
that they fteadily and invariably keep the path? prefcribed them. 

Since this Pythagorean fyftem of the world has been revived by Copernicus, 
and now by all Mathematicians accepted for the true one, there feemed ground to 
imagine that the diameter of the Earth's annual courfe, which, according to modern 
obfervation, is near 200 millions of miles, might give a fcnfible parallax to the 
Fixed Stars, though the other could not, and thereby determine their di (lance rrorc 
precifely. But though we now have a foundation to build on fo vaftly exceeding 
the Ancients; there are fome confiderations which make us almoft fufpect that 
even this is hardly large enough for our pnrpofe ; for the immenfe diftance of the 
Fixed Stars is fo great, that it caufeth even the great orbit which we defcribc round 
the Sun to fink into almoft a point, or at leaft a circle of but a few feconds in 
diameter ; therefore, as we have it not in our power to enlarge this bafe, nothing 
more can be done than to improve our ioftruments, that we may meafure its pa- 
rallax as exaft as poflible. If we conftder the great improvements we have of 
late made in inftruments, and are yet making, I hope wc need not defpair in 
this undertaking \ and that perhaps, in a few years, we may arrive at a tolei* . 
able cxaclnefs in this very delicate and nice difquifition. 

In 1773, 1 endeavoured to avail myfelf in this particular, by obferving fome Double 
Stars that were nearly fituated; but 1 believe that very few Aftronomers at prefent 
have inftruments fit for this purpofe. I have lately had the pleafure of perufiug Mr. 
Herfchel's Obfervations on the Parallax of the Fixed Stars; and am happy to 
find that he is purfuing this fubjeft with extraordinary inftruments, and has already 
given a conGderablc Catalogue of Double Stars well worthy the perufal of Aftrono- 
mers. 

The Fixed Stars, together with the Planets and all the Cclcftial Bodies, appear 
every day to rife and fct, and to move with a circular motion from Eaft to Weft, pa- 
rallel to the Earth's equator : all which is fairly and eafily accounted for, by fup- 
pofing our Earth to revolve round its own axis in 24 hours from Weft to Eaft. 
Bcfidcs this, they have another motion (but apparent only), which is quite contrary 
to that; for they appear to change their longitude or diftance from the beginning 
of Aries forward according to the order of the Signs, or to move in confequcnua by 
a flow motion of about a degree in 70 years ; fo that thofe ftars which, in Hipparchm' 
and even in Ptolemy's time were in Aries, are now found to be in Taurus, and fo 
on all round the Zodiack ; and thus the whole Starry Sphere appears to make one 
grand revolution in 25,920 years. But it hath never been obferved that they have 
changed their latitude. The precefEon of the terreftial equinoxes may ferve to ac- 
count for the motion of the Fixed Stars, fince the quantity will be found the fame 
in both : for, from the Newtonian principles, it appears, the terreftrial nodes fliouKI 
go backward after the rate of about 50 every year, and juft fo much the Fixed 
Stars have been obferved to move forward in a year. 

There is a whitilh tract, obvious to the naked eye, called the Via Laflea, or Milky- 
way, which encompafies the whole heavens, extending itfelf in fome places with a 
double path, but for the mod parr with a fingle one. Some of the Ancients, as 
Ariftotle, &c. imagined that this path confided only of a cenain exhalation hzng- 
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inp; in the air; but, by the tclefcopical obfcrvations of this age, it hath been dif- 
covered to conlift of an innumerable quantity of Kxed Stars, different in fituadon 
and magnitude, from the confufed mixture of whofe light its white colour is fup- 
pofed to be occafioned. It paffes through the conftellations of Cafliopcia, Cygnus, 
Aquila, Perfeus, Andromeda, part of Orpheus, and Gemini, in the Northern he- 
mifphere ; and in the Southern, it takes in part of Scorpio, Sagittarius, Centau- 
ry, the Argo, Navis, and the Ara. As the Galaxy is compofed of an infinity of 
fmall liars, fo it hath ufually been the region in which new ftars hare appeared: 
the new ftars in Cafliopcia firft feen in 1572, that in the bread of the Swan, and 
another in the knee of Serpcntarius, and feveral others, which have appeared for 
a while, and then became invifiblc again. 

At prefent we have a wonderful ftar of this kind in the neck of the Whale, 
which appears and difappears periodically. Its period is feven revolutions in fix 
years. We have a fine view of thefe parts of the heavens in the evenings of Fe- 
bruary and March, and in thofe of Auguft and September. 

There are feveral duflcy or cloudy fpots in the heavens, commonly called Nebu- 
lous Stars, of a dull pale and obfeure light, as in Andromeda's girdle, Hercules's 
book, Antinons's foot, Orion's fword, in the Centaur, Sagittary, &c. Thefe 
liars, viewed with good telefcopes, appear to be a number of fmall ftars. A re- 
presentation of thofe in Orion's fword are given in fig. 16. 

Some of the Fixed Stars, efpecialiy thofe of the firft magnitude, may beobferved 
in the day-time with a good telefcope. I have fotnetimes taken the meridian altitude 
of Syrius, the Sun at the fame time Owning very bright. 

Thus have I endeavoured to reprcfent this glorious fcene of God's works, the 
Heavens ; plainly demonftrating infinite wifdom in the contrivance ; his omnipotence 
in making, and his infinite goodnefs in being fo indulgent to all his creatures, fb 
nicely to adapt their motion, and to contrive their figures, to ferve to their confer- 
vation and benefit. What Architect lefs than Infinite could build fo grand and 
amazing a ftruclure as the Heavens ! And if we add to this the (landing manifef- 
tation of his will, which he has given usj we muft be ftrangely wanting to our- 
ielvcs, if we do not make a proper ufe of them, by becoming wifer and better men ! 



Astronomical Characters explained. 

The Twelve Signs or Conftellations of the Zodiac, in which the Planets perform 

their Annual Revolutions. 
t Aries. b Taurus. n Gemini. » Cancer. & Leo. "I Virgo. 
a Libra. «* Scorpio. * Sagittarius, v? Capricorn. » Aquarius. X Pifces. 

The Seven Planets. 

h f aturn. u Jup'ter. $ Mars. O Sol. S Venus. 9 Mercury, q Earth. > Luna, 
d Conjunction. 8 Cppofuion. a Afcending node. 8 Defccnding node. 
• Degrees. ' Minute*. " Second*. "' Thirds. 

APPEN- 
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APPENDIX, N° XX. 

ADDITIONS and CORRECTIONS. 

*»* This little volume having been a conGderable time in the prefs, the Author 
has omitted no opportunity of extending his researches wherever it was pro- 
bable to meet either with new fails, or with illuftrations of thofc he already pof- 
fefied. The refult of his final inquiries is here made public ; and great care 
has been taken to advance nothing but what appears to Hand on the belt 
authority. Yet if any gentleman, who may honour this Hiftory with an at- 
tentive perufal, will be fo kind as to point out any errors, or fupply any deGci- 
ences, the favour (hall be thankfully acknowledged at fome future opportunity. 

P. 2. Since the firft note was printed, I have difcovercd that there has been a 
confiderable connexion between the towns of Hinckley and Birmingham from very 
early time to the prefent age; and that, before the introduction of the (locking frame, 
the youth of Hinckley fupplicd the Birmingham traders with no fmall proportion of 
their apprentices. 

P. 9. 1. 1. In an old charter of Robert de Bellomont it is recited that Hugo de 
Grentefmcnel was the great grand-father (proavus) of Petronilla, and Willielmus 
filius Olbcrci her great grand-father's grand-father (atavus). 

P. 15. An unfuccefsful attempt was made in the houfe of peers, in June 1782, 
to revive the earldom of Lcicefter in the pcrfon of Mrs. Perry, who now enjoys the 
family eflate and beautiful manfion at Penftiurft. 

P. 1 6. It appears from Mr. Warton's admirable Htftory of Kiddington, that 
Adeliza, daughter of the firft Hugh de Grentcmaifnel, was married to Roger de Iveri. 

P. iS. I. 8, 9. The head quarters of Richmond were at " Tamwortb," not ac 
" Coventry." 

P. 19. A fimilar MS. to that mentioned in the firft note is referred to much 
more at large, p. 231 — 233. 

P. 24. l*he great tithes of The Wood Grounds, and alfo of a fmall portion of 
land fituate in Barwcll, belong to the Vicar of Hinckley by prefcriptive right. 

P. 25. The Foreign Jury of Hinckley refembles that of Birmingham ; where, 
according to Mr. Hutton, " the hamlet of Deritend fends her inhabitants to the 
" court leet, where they perform fuit and fcrvice, and where the conftable is 
" chofen by the fame jury." 

P. 26. " The high bailiff is to infpcil the markets, and fee that jullice takes 
" place between buyer and feller •, and to rectify the weights and dry meafufes ufed 
" in the manor." Hiftory of Birmingham, p. 88. 

P. 27. The fcafts in commemoration of the dedication of churches were the 
origin of fairs. 

ibid. By an afleflincnt made at Chriftmas 17S1, it appears that the number of 
houfes, which, in p. 27, I had conjectured to be about 750, isveryexaft; and that, 
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in the front houfes, there are in general about 5 perfons in each ; and in the 
yards and back buildings (where there are many children and apprentices) the 
number is much more confidcrablc. On an average, it may be reckoned, there arc 
6 in a houfe, or about 4500 inhabitants in all. — I have been lately allured, how- 
ever, that the colleilor of a levy-book took the pains to enquire particularly after 
the number of inhabitants in every houfe, and found the total to exceed 7000, 
which is more than 9 to a houfe. — A levy of fix-pence in the pound on the lands 
and houfes in the parilh (exclufivc of Stoke and Dadlington) amounts to about 
104 1. Towards this fum, Wykin contributes about a.iixth part, the Hyde 
nearly a twentieth, an J fomc lands in Barwell about a feventicth. 

P. 31. 1. 19, 20. r. " per manus." — note I. t. r. *> N° X. p. 112." 

P. 31. 1. 23. r. " vacantem." 

P. 33. The father and grandfather of Sir John Onebye rcGded at Hinckley. 
Ibid. I. 24. r. " between 1740 and 1750." 

P. 35. The five old bells were call in the reign of James the Firft, in commemo- 
ration of the grant recorded in p. 55, when (as tradition cxprcfles itfclf) the town 
was made free. 

P. 45, twice, r. "Bryerly." 

P. 47. The verfes in this page were written by Dr. Morres. 

P. 49. Mr. Burton the comedian ufed to droll about the country with his wife 
and daughter, and frequently as the manager of a company. In particular, he was 
often ftationed at Margate during the feafon, and was well known through the 
county of Kent. The company in which he performed came to Hinckley March 
14, 1774 ; where Mr. Burton died May 2, and was buried the next day ; and ou 
the 6th ** The Rival Queens" was performed there for the benefit of his widow. 
His epitaph is printed in p. 49. The father, mother, and daughter, all died 
within a fttort time of each other. Mr. Burton was a well-behaved intelligent 
man, and a lover of frience, particularly in the mathematical line. The daughter 
was a promifing young adtrefs, and was engaged by Mr. Garrick at Drury Lane 
Theatre, where Ihe appeared in December 1768 in the character of The Country 
Girl, and continued to perform there through one, if not two feafons. She died at 
Barnftaple in Devonshire, where (he is buried. The following epitaph either is, 
or was intended to be, inferibed to her memory : 

" Underneath the library of this church Life's but a walking ftadow, a poor player, 

Reftclh, Who ftrutt its hour or two upon the liage, 

Until the archangel'* trump And then is heaid no more. 

Shall fummon her to appear on the immortal ftage. This fmall tribute. 

The body of To the memory of 

Elizabeth Burt ok, Comedian; An amiable young woman. 

Formerly of Drury Lane, An innocent chcatful companion, 

Bui late of the E»cter theatre ; And moft excellent aftrefs, 

Who exchanged time for eternity Was placed here by J. Footc, 

On All Souls day »77 «, 20 } Manager of the theatre." 
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P. 55. From a MS. Court Calendar* for the year 1553, it appiars that ihc 
Park or" Grentefmainell continued to that period an objeft of royal consider aiion. 
I (hall tranferibe what relates to the county of Leicefter. 



Fees and Offices. 



Kepers, Officers, and Myniftres of Caftles, Houfes, Parkes, Forreftes, and Chafes. 



ct 
o 
c 

V 

u 

Q 

V 

St 

H 



Conftablc and porter f Henry Duke of 

of the caftell, [ Suffolke. 
Cheif forrefter or 1 € £ f 

^ ofthccbace j Huntingdon. 

Kcper of the Wayte,^ 
ah Walker, within 1 ThefaidEarle of 
the chace of Lei- j Huntingdon. 
Leicefter. \ ce fter, J 

Kcper of BarneparkO ThcfaidEar]eof 
parcell of the fed \ Huntingdon. 



Fee lxs. vtn 6Y 
■Fee lxs. viuit. 

Fee xxx s. unit. 

Fee xlvs. vict. 



Tolowe. 
Hinkeley, *| 
ats 

Hinkeley 

Parke. 



chace, 

Keper of Hethewardel The faidEarlcofl _ 
within the faidchace J Huntingdon. } Fcc XLV *' vl 
One of the kepers | 1 
within the forcit > John Elymyn. > 
of Leicefter, J J 
Keper of the parke, Henry Satherdell. Fee xtv s. 



•Fee xlvs. vi ft. 



Keper of the woodes, RotSte Taylor. Fcc xxx s. mid. 



Fee lx s. vm £t. 



< 

9* 



Keper of the houfe") Sir John Haring-1 
I and lodge, J ton, knr. / 

Bridcfneft. j ^ pnpf nf t x. m „, r v„ /ThefameSirJohnlFee lxs. vm ct. 

j Keper of the parke^ Harrington . jHerbagcandPaynige. 

I Keper of the woodes, Fee xxvi s. vmd. 



John Whytc. Fee xui s. iv3. 



■» Intituled, " A Booke of Fees and Offices, primo die Augnfti, Anno prirao Refine Marie." Queen Ma- 
ry had then filled lite throne but fix-uid-tutoty days. For the communication of this curious MS. my bed 
thanks are due to the Mailer, Warden, and Fellows of Dulwieh College. It U preserved in their Library, 
under the mark of F. 7. 1. 
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Id another part of the MS. Sir John Harington, knight, appear to have been, 
" Auditor of t*..e Honour of Lcicciltr," and to have received for it, 
I'cc, c s. 

Portage of every cl. paid into the \ * - t 
King's coffer*, dlecmcd at ) '"'^ms. liS. 
Allowance, ir.ix 5. 
Richard Capper was ** Auditor of the late College of 
f.eicefter, with the htte CoWegc and Chaumry 
Lands in the South Parts ;" 
Fee, xxvil.xiiis.ivd. )„__„• VTt ,s 

Portage, as before, vl t. ) XXXU l ' XI " s " 1V *• 

John Hanbie was "Auditor of the Court of Augmentacions" for the Counties 
of Northampton, Warwick, Leiceftcr, Rutland* Stafford, Salop, Hereford, and 
tVorcefter. 

Fee and allowance, cj^mt. xvs. imd\ 
William Efclden, Efquire. " Receyvor" for all the above Counties, Fee ctiilit. 
Thomas Cookcs was * l Woodward"** of Leieeflerthire, with a fee of XL 5. and 

'* his charges in the time of the Wood-fale." 
John Beamonde, «' Surveior" of Leicefterlbire, with a Fee of xiii 1. vi i vm & 
and " ridihg charges by difcretion of the GoaV*,'* Was k» thist year deprived 
of his office. 

The Hiftoriaa and the Antiquary will excufe fny preferring the names and rewards 
of a few " Artificers of fundrie kyndes," who had the honour of appearing in this 
very lingular Calendar. 

Pryhtcr, Thoma3 Bart let, Fee mil. 

Stationer, Reynold Woolf, Fee xxvi 1. vntd. 

Keper of Libraries* Bartholomew Traftrou, Fee xtnt. vi s. viti tf; 



{Anthony Tctto, Serjant Paynter, Fee xxv 1. T * "V 

The fame Anthooy Tctto, Fee x L J v * I 

Banholcracw Penne, - - Fcexxrl. [ 

Lcvyo Tirling, paynturs, - Fee xl 1. J 



cl. 



Graver of Stones, Richard Atzele, Fee xxl. 
Clockemaker, Nicfias Urfcwe, Feexvml. v S. 
Clockekep, John de Moylym, Feexnl. m s 11116*. 
Aftronomer, Nicholas Cracher, Fee xx 1. 
Mole taker, John Whatton, Fee, with his lynes, vn 1. xx d. 
Three Keepers of .the Phefauntes and Partriges, Fee xxvl. ixs. 11 d 1 . 
Two Takers of Phefauntes and Partriges, Fee xm 1. v s. x d. 
At the fame period the Fees to the royal band of '* Mufitions and Players," in- 
cluding " Trumpeters, Lutars, Harpers, Rebeck, Sagbuts, Vialls, Bagpiper, 
MinRrclls, Drumflades, Players on the Fluyte, Players on the Virginalles, Mufl- 
tions St faungcrs (Venetians), Players of Entcrludes (in nombre vm, every ef diem 
at lxvi 5. by ycare) and Makers of Iuftrumcnts, were, M v uxxvni 1. v s. 

The 
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The M Totall famine of thc Fees and Allowances to Officers sod Minifters, and of 
all other charges," is coroprifed in the following fchedulc. 



/Thefchequire 
MSS^f jTbaugmcntacon - - 
the Revcnuc< The Duchie of Lancaftrc 

in (lu Cou.t* > The Fifftc Fnli|s and TeQth „ 

vThe Wardcs and Lyveryes 
✓The Chancery . . ■ 
The Prcvic Seale — 
The Kings Benche — 
The Cofilou Place — 



Officers 
and Mini' 
ftersofjuf- 
tice. 



t. 

3533 
7249 

1148 

956 

937 
1597 
365 
688 
657 
289 

»4°3 



The Kings Learned Coonfaill 
The Counfaill in the North 
The Counfaill and Officers inWales 1 808 
The Countie Palatync of Lancaster 1 lq 
The Countie Palatync of C better 85 
Jufticcs of Forrefts • — zod 

M"he White Hall ma 

Secretaries, Clerks, Poftcs, and Currors — 
The Admyraltie — — 
The Ordenaunce — — - 

The Anno tie — 

Officers at Armes — 

The Mynt 

Thc Works 

The Create Warderobe ■ — 

The Butlerage of England 

The Kings Tentes — 
The Revel Is 




Officers and Mynyfters of Huntinge 

Officers and Mynyfters of Hjwkinge — 

Mufitions and Players 

Phyfitions, Surgeons, Aftronoraer, and Apothecaries - 

The Kings Bardge • — 

Artificers — 

Officers and Servaunts of Houfhold — — 
Townes and Caftelles of Warre, Fortrefle, and Butaarkes 
Keepers of Howfes, Parkes, Forrefts, and Chafes 



s. 

S 



a. 

4i 



V 7406 2 6j 



1113 


! 3 


4- 


1456 


iii 






n 


8 


6 54 


5 


11 


809 


1 


8 


604 


»3 


4 


443 


«4 


3 


246 


1 


2 


100 


0 


0 


22 




z 


*9 


1 


6 


603 


14 




446 


. 11 


a 


1728 


5 


0 


£+1 


2 


(1 


109 




5 


m 


11 


a 




LB 




1 805 1 


8 


5 


5268 


1 


3l 



Total, 72364 15 10 J 
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P. 53. note, 1. 2. r. " begins in 1554." 

P. hi. note, 1. 2. for " p. 44," r. ** p. 50." This is a material correction, 
as two dillinft facts, each remarkably confirming the other, are oihcrwife con- 
founded. The fea-fig lit alluded to by Mr. Robinfon was not that of 1672, but 
foine one that happeocd about 30 years later. Q. the exact time? 

P. 62. The Holywell being dried up about fix and twenty years ago, by digging 
for gravel, a new one was opened on the other fide of the road, where now Hands 
a ocat brick pillar, inferibed, " Rebuilt 1757." 

P. 64.. Qrailita are perhaps rather a fpecies of Zoophytes % or animals with flone 
inCruftations, toflil corals. 

P. 68. 1. 13. Strike out the Severn, which was inferted by miftake. 

P. 69. 'I h<? banner of Hinckley is in plate VII. fig. 6. 

P. 70. " There is a manor oven (fourteen feet diameter) at Melton Mowbray, which 
" hath full bufinefs ; but the baker, in Sir Matthew Lamb's time, was for obliging 
" every one to make ufe of if, though he could not fervc all. The inhabitants in- 
" timated, that though they allowed Sir Matthew to have fuch an ancient grant, 
" yet they were informed, that the old price for baking was alfo ftipulated, on 
" which Sir Matthew defilted from his claim." I owe this note to the Honourable 
Mr. Julticc Harrington's very excellent Obfcrvations on the Statutes, 1775, p. 212. 

P. 80. note. The like has been obferved of Birmingham. The year of the 
great plague, which reached Birmingham, made no addition to the regifter of 
burials, as the unhappy victims were conveyed to Ladywood for interment. The 
dead bodies at Hinckley were probably depofited in the Ajlwoods. 

P. 89. The bill for making a new cutirom Griff to Woodland's Farm did not 
fuccccd in the lad feffion of parliament, and is expected to be warmly oppofcd in 
the enfuing feffion. 

P. 93. after " roof," add, " which is well leaded." 

P. 94. 1. 20. after "chantry," add, "where there ftill remains an elegant niche 

«« for holy water." 1. 28. r. " viciffim araatis." 

P. 95. 1. 1. r. " in terris." — I. 10. " Elizabetha." 

P. 100. I have feen a picture of Richmond, after he was king, in which the 
device of the thorn is entwined with his crown in memory of that regal ornament's 
being found after the battle in a thorn-bufh. 

P. 102. The verfes on Mr. Ballard having been printed from an incorrect copy, 
not a little of the pathos is unfortunately loft. They are here preferved entire : 

" I lov'd my honoured parents dear, 

I lov'd my wife and children dear, 

And hope in Heaven to meet them there : 

I lov'd my brothers and filters too ; 

And hope I lhall them in Heaven view: 

I lov'd my uncles, aunts, and coufins too, 

I pray God to give my children grace the fame to do." 

Ibid. 1. 25. r. " aged 71." 

P. 103. 
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P. 103. The manor of Wykin was in 1688 ihe property of Mr. Watts; and 
afterwards belonged to three fitters of the name of Trot nun, from whom it came by 
defcent to their nephew William Burleton, efq. the prefent owner of the lordthip, 
and leflce of the great tithes *. 

P. 120. On the monument of Richard Wightman at Burbach is his figure at 
full length, with thofc of his two wives (one of them named Conllance), and their 
arms quartered. He died in 1 578. 

P. 1 29. 1. 1 5. Sir John Cotton, of Stratton in Bcdfordfliirc, died at Mr. Hanbtiry's 
in North Street, Red Lion Square, in Feb. 1730; and was fucceeded in honours and 
cftate by his uncle (Sir Robert) a gentleman whofe extraordinary fidelity, firmnefs, 
and friendlhip, bad made him the darling of all thofc of his acquaintance. 
Political State, vol. XLI. p. 213. Mary third daughter and coheirels of the lad 
Sir John Cotton was married in 1757 to the prefent earl of Denbigh, and died 
atEaft Sheen, Oft. 14, 1782. 

P. 140. Since the enumeration of Cleiveland's Works was printed off, I have 
feen an edition of 1 66 1, under the title of " Poems by John Cleavland. With Ad- 
" ditions never before printed ;'* and alfo one of 1662, with the fame title as thofc of 
1659 and :66o, viz. " J. Cleavelaod revived," &c. This third edition, befides 
" many other never before publilht Additions, is enriched with the Author's Mid- 
*' fummcr Vows, or Lunacy Rampant. Being an Uhiverfity Character, a fiiort 
" Survey of the late Fellows of the Collcdges." His bud, crowned with laurel, 
and prefixed to the editions of 16-9, 1660, and 1662, is called «« Vera Effigies 
" J. CleavJandi. 

*' For weighty numbers, fenfe, miflerious waves 
" Of happtc wit, great Cleavland claimes his baies. 

" Sepultus Collcg. Whitintonii, 1 Maii, anno 16 
The portrait with a band is dated 165,' •, and tint in a clerical habit, with the life 
of the author, were firft prefixed to the edition of 1^67. 

P. 142. Kerenkappuch Oncbye was daughter of Henry Turvile, efq. of Af- 
ton Flarnvillc, the laft perlon mentioned in Burton's pedigree of that ancient Norman 
family. One of them has been mentioned in p. 73, as a benefactor to Croyland 
Abbey, fo early as 833 ; and they had lands at Hinckley in 1730 (fee p. 20.) 
Their principal rcfidcuce was at Kcrmanton 7'uivile, whence Sir William removed to 
Afton Flamville, where he died in 1549 -f. 

P. 150. 

"• In 177+ Jcfer4l Ward claimed «<mpti<in from tithes, for liir.O* in Wjl 'n eaHcd Spkrtryi, as formcilv 
belonging to ilit nionafttr\ of Nunearon j but the plea was of count ovc:-raitd. The uli.ilc loidfhip ua> 
once tlit property of that religious focicty, and might with e«iual reafon havr : l^tntd exemption. 

f The " fair-railed tomb of Aone," mentioned by Burton, Itill remains (>.'ctober in site chancul 

at Alton Flamvillc. On it are the effigies of Sir Wil'iam and his lady, olid >i their feet hvc children. On 
the fides fix coats of arms, now nearly eJac«<J, one of (hem, Tartu*, (Jules, 3 chevnms v.iiy, impaling War.- 
btrlin, a chevron between 3 Cr<iw» Sable, and the crtft of Turvile, aTuitlt proper, holdup in hi» beak an 
Olive-branch. The infcxiptiou, not cxactiy Riven by Burton, is this: •• Heie lye the body* of Sir Willim 
" Turvil, knvght, lord of lhy» Imdfhip, and Dame jane hvs wyfc, douglttcr ot Svi John U irl.wton ; the 
»« whvchc faid Sir YVyllim dyed the fciund dayc of July in the ytarc of our Lord God muXMx'; the fauV 
" Jane died " 

The other monuments mentioned by Burton are all gone ; but there remains ihe ftone figure of a warrior 
in iimour, without any infcriptioa. Theic is alfo a flat ftune for 1 Tm »/// nf the prcknt ccatory, m^rlc-d 

V<,lll 
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P. 150. Since the account of Sir Nathan Wright was printed, I have feen his 
monument in the church at Cakiccote ; an elegant tablet of white marble, with his 
arms finely blazoned, motto Unica Virtus Nobilitas, and this infeription: 

M. S. Si decern prope anno, quot czindc vixir, 

Pr-rnobilis Viii Fam* latur, & quam modiei compos votit, 

p. Nath an \V»h;ht, Fq. Aur. cx animo rura colu.it vicina. 

Qjii qinnqttL- ar.nos & mcnlLn fume Pius & huroanus, 

Maqiilrjin fwifW A quoque bono & p/udenti 

D ni CuliitJn M. Sigillt Dcfideratirhmua, 

Av,«!i.r. Obnt Augufti 4 0 , 

jT.quu* & integer, Anno D'm 1711, 

At !di'i<i miii! unjiar muneri ; JEx. fure 6S. 

The communications of a friend have alfo enabled me to add fome further particu- 
Jjrsto the memoirs of Lord Keeper Wrighr. On the 27 th of April, 1692, he appeared 
at the Cbancery-bar, before the lords commillioners of the great feal, with thirteen 

with .1 Another Roman Carholic is alfo buried ltere, with this mort epitaph, *J* " Hie jaect Franc lfca 

" Forrifcue, ux.nr C«ro!i Fortcfcue dc Hufoaiuls Bolworih armigcri. (Obiit t, 0 Aprilis, an. D'm ifufi. Rtjai- 
*' tfcat in face." A flat ftonc to the menvrry of John Pratt, who died i7}}> hi* two wives aud ancfon, doles 
the lift of monumental infcriptions in the church ; where the Ciadock family have a fpacious vault, in which 
the late Mr. Crad.xk and Mr. Bunny <»f Lciccftcr arc buried, but no epitaph av yet appears tr cither. In the 
cliunti-\ar<l ate only t«o inlcriptiont, tlwt cm Mr. Dal by (lie p. 1I6.) which svas written by the Rev. Mr. 
Newman, then curate of Alton Flanivillc and Rurbachjand one to the mcmurv of Thomas Hunt, a fjimer, 
vho died Feb. 14, 1-09, aged «6i and Ins wife Anne, Jan. ij, 1767, agc«i 57. 

*• In this neat little church the monument* of the Purefoys from 1570 1016*9, and of Abbott 164S, at 
engraved m Dugdalc's Warwickshire, continue in excellent prefcrrauon. Mr. Abbott's has this remarkable 
inUrt;ition : 

•« Here iieth the body of Gioar.e Abbott, late of of the Bookcs of Job and Pialmcs, his judicious 
Caldccoalc in WarwickfJiire. Efq. whofe eminent Trails of pubiickc affaires then emergent, his 

Partes, Vermes, and Graces, drawnc forth to life knownc intcgnue in publickc imployrocats, rendered 
in his cxtmplaric walking wiihGod, hit tendernefs to him one of a thoufand for lingular piety, wifdome, 
all the members "f Chrift, who frequently fled learning, gravity, courage, hdeluie to his couhtrv, 

to his charity in their wants, and council! in oilei svhich he lirved in two parliaments, the formci 

of confcieiice, his cxacJ obfcivation of the fab- and this prelcnr, whereof he died a member 

bath, which he vindicated by his pen, and on which, Febru. the ad, 1648, in the 44 yearc of hu age. 
Aug. 15, 1641. 

God honored him in the mtmoiablc and unparalleled This monument was creeled to hit memoric 

Defence of this adjoyning Houfc, with S men (befidus bv hit dearc Mother and executrix Johane 

hi-, mother and her maids) atMinft the ftivious and Purefoy, the wife of Colonell William 

fierieaffaultofPriticcRupcrtanjMaurictwitli iStiwiji* Purefoy, his beloved father in laiv, the 

of horfc and dragoner* t> his ptrfpicuous Paiaphiales a8 day of Auguft, anno Domini 1449." 

Anthony Wood, in his Life of Abp. Abbot, mentions thit gentleman as author of, 1. «' The whole Book 
" of Job paraphrafed, ice. Lond. 1640," 410; dedicated to his fatlici-ln-l.iw William Purefo'v, Efq, t. 
" VixJttia Sablatbi, or an Anlwer to two Trcatifes of Mr. liroad, contenting the Lord's Dav, or fiilt of the 
"Week, 1641," 410. j. " Brief Notts upon the whole Book of Pfalms, A.C." 410; bcfidcs other things. 
—Wood mentions alio another George Abbot (fon of Sir Maurice Abhor, lord minor of London in 163S, 
and nephew to the Archbilhop), who was elc&ed probationer fellow of Mciton College, i6jj, and admitted 
l.L. B. t'jfo i but this Utter is probably the fame with the former, the (bn-m-law of Purefoy, and the de- 
fender of his houfc. 

Cjidccotc Hall has been lately purchafed by Thomas Fifher, efq. ; who, with t;reat judgement and exqui- 
site taftc, has built an elegant modern manfion, without destroying the convenience of the venerable manor- 
houfe of the Purefoys. J will add alio, to the no fmall credit of this iclpcftablc gentieman, that lie has beers 
equally attentive tothe convenience of hit tenants, by dcmolilhing their ftiag^iing cottages, and collccliiig them 
in a comfortable little village built purposely for their reception. 



f No iracrt of ibis rencontre occur in ClireodoB. Tradition fays, the diihcs and platei were nrlled inut bullrtt. 
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other gentlemen • ; whofe appearance being recorded,, they took the tifual oaths -, 
after which the lord chancellor Treror made a fpecch to them when the new lor- 
jcants delivered to his lord (hip two rings to be prefented to their Majefties, with 
their duty and mod humble thanks for the great honour conferred on thnn. Mr. 
Wright, having been counfel for the Kinij againft Sir John Fenwick in ilie l oufs 
of peers, was, before the beginning of Hilary Term 1696, cillcd within the 
bar, being made king's ferjeant, and knighted. March 19, 16^9, he made a 
fpecch in the houfe of commons, on behalf of Henry duke of Norfolk, in a com- 
mittee of that houfe, on the fecond reading of the bill for a divorce between his 
Grace and the Dutchcfs-f-. March 28, 1699, he opened the indielment, on behalf 
of the King, on the trial of Edward earl of Warwick and Holland, for the mur- 
der of Richard Coote, efq. ; and made a learned reply to the argument of coun- 
fel as to the competency of a witnefs J. Ocr. 12, 1699, he in like m.wner opened 
the indiclment, on the trial of Mary Butler, alias Strickland, at the Old Bailey, for 
forging a bond of 40,000!. in the name of Robert Clayton |). May 21, 1700, 
the King in council delivered the great feal (fomc time after the lord chancellor 
Somen had given it up) to Sir Nathan Wright and on the day King William 
died, March 8, 170 1-2, Sir Nathan delivered into the hands of Queen Anne, 
then fitting in council ; and had the honour of receiving it again **. One of 
the moft remarkable events that happened while he was in office was his fentence for 
diflblving 72* Savoy f, July 31, 1702; and it may alio be mentioned that in the 

fame 

* Mr. Serjeant Wright alvravs tnok place of Seijcant Bonithon, to whom he mi junior by admittance, be-- 
caufc his writ bote tefle before that of Bonithon, though they wire icturnablc at the fame time. R. Raym. 
6o<.. Notwithstanding, when lie came to be lord keener, and a question of ieniuruv wit in judgment bcioie? 
him which turned on the very fame point, he determined jull contrary to what he aetcd himtclf towirds Bo- 
nithon. But perhaps Wright would fay, in tlie language of old Plowdcn, that " when he was to determine. 
" for axotbtr, not tor bimjtlj, then the cafe was altered." 

t State Trial», V. 179. * ll>. V. 143. 169. j| lb. V. { 1 R, Raym. 567. 

** 1 R. Raym, 747. Sir Nathan kept the great leal till 1705, and wa» fucccedcd by lord keeper Cowper. 
Mr Grove, in hit " Life of the Firft Duke of Dt vonlhirv, 1764," p. :4s, hat given a character of Lord Keeper 
Wright, from a MS. copy of " MackV> Characters," containing (bine rami ions worth pointing out. 

The printed copy of Macky has, "Sir Nathan Wright, lord keeper, is fon of a clergyman, a good 
" common Lasvver, a flow Chancellor, and no Civilian. Chance more than choice brought him the Seals : the 
"•lords chief justices Holt and Treby refuting to fuccccd fo peat a man as the lord Smntr«, thev fill inty 
" the hands of this gentleman ; who, being recommended by ihe oppofitc party, proved their faithful toul ever 
"fince. He is a plain man, both in pcrfon aiid roiivcrfatinii ; of huddle rUiuie, inclining to fat ; hath a fat 

broad face, much markid with the fmal!-p«x " — Swift's MS. adds, '* Verv covetous." 

Mr. Grove's copy runs thus, " He iv a £«<>d common Lawyer, a flow Equity -nun, but no Civilian. Chance 
*' more than chuice brought him to t;;c Sciils ■ Itcing recommended bv rhc 1 ory party, he h:is piuvcd their 
" faithful tool ever finer. He U a plain r.ian '.> ii !li in prrfun and convcrfation, of middle liatuic, inclining 
*' 10 be fat, bmad-factd, and muc'i nuikid w:ih the iin.ill pix. He has done a gieat deal of ^oiwi to hi* 
" private family, married his Ion and daughter t" verv tv<>d fortunes. He gave the cmplowncnt of the 
" Clerk of the Crown to his Ion, and frmc g«>od its mgi u> .1 ^isat uiaay of his poor relations in the country." 
See alfo Grove's Life of Caidmal Wollc-v, vol. IV. p. 

tt The following cunoy, p»per« relative to t!,i. trani.u tioti, unnoticed bv any of o'.ir HiAoiijns, have been 
kindly communicated by Dr. Ducatel, from Ins MS. Collection of Engiifli Antiquities, Vol. A A. 1 . N e 6k. 

C 'e of the Savoy. 

" Petes Earl of Savoy, enmjig m:-.. K ij U,m. to vii.t l.i, niece Queen of Henry III. an houfe was built 
or appointed for him 011 the 'J liame-, t.il.cel The Savi-v, wl . = . . v... id. became the polleflion of the Duke, of 
Lanealtcr, and feli to ihcLailot Riehmotnl ' : iterwai'ds He. . \ A.), who was of that line. Hence the name. 

Henr.y Vil. by will, ordcicd an llfipit. ! ■ i:e built 'h»rc, whirl. e.«k performed by Henry VIII. in the i::h 
yeai of histcign, for tl.. maii.ier-jnce ■>( ;. Mifter and Chaplains [ who were incorporated), and fcveral Pour. 
Stati tes were made ; the Abbot of Wetiiiiii Iter Hindi \ ilitui. 1 heir bulinefs to pray for the fouli of Henry 
VII. and the Royal Fimdv. 

1 Edsvard VI. it was feiiccl on bv law, av dirtrtid to fopcrftitious ufes ; the land* given to Bridewell and 
St. Bartholomrw-j Hofpital. 

1 i 4 Philip 
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fjine yc.:r, on the 19th ot November, he reverfed a decree of his jrreat pfede- 
cciTor Lo.d Somcrs. [Lr;:cT<vJ.c anJ Lawrence, originally heard in Michaelmas 

Term 

4 V- ''■>;■< an<! Mirv, ir «5« r'-f'-iri'liM to the ft me ufr«, the -fame ftafnK 1 - enntinsed ; but after whst nnn- 
tin.- li'Mj iral was • ov.ined does not ..pi<cai at this rfiltance (for fo the i.'i.maiilii.ine.s in t ?ao report to :.ing 
U'iltui.i). Rut the Krpt-.it lays, that aftc r the Holland war, Charles 11. put :n wounded foldicr. and feaunn ; 
• ml Jiuwr. II. put n- Jtlon-.. 

July ii, i--;, Lord Kttpcr Wright, v. Vii'.t ir of R-val Foundations. difT. lv...! it > and a Bill aftcr v ir d« 
p,iikd tlie Ccmtnon, (mu-i al.) to confirm the dilt';-.':utinit ; but it was rejec'ttd L>v the Lord'. 

1. :•♦!«}£ on tV Ipoi for Ion..) yi-an, and objci . -nig wb.it parted, picked Mp Mtic pipers and remarkt 
reiving to the Sav.-v, and !a-.d rb< ni bef-'re Lord Cos* per, praying him in aid, in order to rv i the Maf;<'>-(hip 
for liimi'clf. The HI! n.«!un.rt l.otd advifcd T. to get a petition (which petition his Lordihip in a fncit-Mj 
ili,iiu. :i un-.J.:ii-d) (it: by the tenants of the Hofpital. I*. did fo ; and brought it to the- l.< rd on a Tiiii-f- 
d. ■ . His I.oidfliip dJiveurt it the lame night to the King in Council, and a rcfcrcn.c was pot the next 
SiiitTiuy. .'I In- reference Mr. O.iktr had. It u at tcfetred to the Attorney and Solicitor General- They 
Merc i" report ihtir opinion to Lor J Cltancelior Cowpcr, which, by the way, was in a manner referring .» to 
i iinkll' . (<■ iixti' wo hi-. J.otdlhip to levcc T. in this affair. 

T. knoM'rj; Mr. O.ikcv to be r.ulv in his Lordftiip's fcrvice, and ready at hufinef , de fired i-nvr to p> 
home fi.r a svhilc. i.ml !< jvc the folicitin" part to Mr. Oaker. But his Lordlliip throw i' jp the fe.d tile it- 
i :.:id time, and line. that .lying, T's hopes died with him. What \u° been done fincc itiat time, T. know* 
tii i. If any thing h.a-i bun done. Mi. O iker is a likely perfon to know." 

The Sentence of DilTolution. 

'• Die Veneris, triccfimo primo die mentis Julu, anno D'ni millclimo fcptin^cntcfirT-o fee -.in Jo, coram prae- 
' lioiu.iv.r.do viro Domino Nathan \Vtijlit tuilitc, Domino C'uftodc Magni Sii»sll i An; 1n, i que intuitu Hof. 
pit ..hum Rii;:v fundationi, pet totum RtEjnum Angli.v Vtfhatotc; in Vifitaiionc hie fua Hofpitalis de )e 
S n i>v, ptone Lc btr;ind, tn com' Midd'xiv, vocati H'dpitalc Hcnrici Regis A'gl; r Scptimi dc Savoy, feu 
q locunque alio nomine idem Hofpitalc uu.icupatur, unto in Aula pubiica dicti llofpraiis, p.iefeiitc Roberto 
\\'i!mer Notatio Publico. Kichatdi Cr.iwlcy Armigcri Rtgifttatii Rcgii hac in Vifitati:>ne Deputato 

Nctoitium \ ilitationis lam Magiftri ft quis (it, quatn Johannis Hooke Cicnci, Johannis Lamb S. T. P. 
NichoLi OnK S. T. I'. ct l.yonclli Coles Clcrici, Capellanorum, necnon Offii tariorum, Scnricnti-jm, et quo- 
rumcuuq.ic aliorum cjufdem Hofpiralis, aut infra idem Hofuitale, vcl alibi, hujufmodi Vifitationi iubjcoioium. 

Moniti funt iidem Johannes Hooke, Johannes Lamb.NicnolausOnlr, ct Lyonellus Coles, ncenon Jobannca 
N.'dvham, ad danda fua refponft ; et prorogata eft Vifitatio ad hunc diem. 

Quo die, fatta proclamattonc uti moris eft, compai uerunt iidem Johannes Hooke, Johannes Lamb.Nicholaua 
Only, et Lvoncllut Cojes, nctnon Johannes Ncdcham, et juxta aiiignat.onem prvdi.-hm exhibucrunf rc- 
I|kj;iU fua perfonalia, in vim eorum refptflive juramenti alias przftici, aiticulis alus coutia eos vicclimo o.ftavo 
die inftantis menfis datis, qtt* rcfrettivi pro veris coenovcrunt. 

Dcindc, ex mandato Domini Vni:atoiu, eadem relponia per mc publict perlcsfia fuernnt. Qui bus perlcftij, 
D"n is Vifitator dctulit jutair cntum cuidam J.icobo Balderrton Janitori ejuldcm Hofpitilis, pratfent: in judicio, 
dc fideliter r<fpoiidi'nth> qutbufcunque qu^f.-onibus per Dominationtm fuam intctrogsi.du. Qui ijukI. m 
BalJeifton intenogatU5 vigorc juramenti fui dtpofuir, " That the profits of the burying-place belonging iu 
" the faid Hofpital do, one vear with another, amount unto about i 5 pounis ftr annum.' 

His ita geftis, Dominus Viiltaujr antediftus, pcrleclu refptinfu pradiAis. ct infpefti. ftatutis difti H •fpitalii, 
ac auditis'johannc Cooke milirc Lcgum Doflorc, Adeocato Rerr'o, necnon Natbanaelc Lloyd Legum Doc- 
tore Advocato mcmbrorum aflcttomm difti Hofpitalis, habitaquc matura confidctattonc totius ncgotu, hnalitcr 
interlotpaendo deelaravit, 

Quod per refpnnfa prxdiAa fibi manifeftc liquet, ipfos enfdem Johannem Hooke, Johanncm Lamb, Nicho- 
laum On!v, et Lyonellum (.'oles, dc faAo tantum ct non dc yure Capcllanos peipctuos ejuldcm Hofpitalis fuifle 
et cfi'e i ex to quod ipfi tempore admilfionum fuarura ad orticium Capellanonttn peipeti:'.rum Hofpitalis pr.T- 
dittt juramentuir. per tbttuta cjufdem Hofpitalis fua parte rcquifunm non pra-ttttciunt nee (ubferipleiunt, ntc 
cot utn aiic|'.'.i!> pi.itlitit r.ec fublcriplit ; fui ipfi udem Johannes Hoolc, loharinck Lamb, Niiliol.ius Onlv, ct 
Lyunclius Colib, in ofiicium Capellanorum peipituoium cjufdem Hofpitalis dcbito modo jurati et ndmilli 
trjnqjiin fuerint. Ipios t.imcn Johanncm Hooke, Joltannem Lamb, Nicholaum Uniy, ct Lyonellum Coles, 
p.eiiam .uniftionis officii fui Capellcni pcrpctui Hofpralis pra-difti incurrifTe, idem Lominus V'ifit<jtor decla- 

i. vit, :\ co quod ipfi ordinationci ct (ia.uta ijuidcm Hofpitalis non «>bfei vavci u r,t nec ]>criniplercrunt, 
11.1 i..run. aliqi;is o'alervavit t:a- pcrimplcvu i fed cadera ordinattoncs et ftatura, et debitom oincii, juxta 
ti 1 .:mlem cxir iriii.im, penitus m i'lexttunt ct omiferunt ; ct pratcipuc in hoc, .|,u>.l ipfi in H.ilpitafe preditlo 

ii. ii vixti'unt ct iciid;r.mt, nec corum aliquis vixit ct icfidit, juxta e.si^cntiatn ft.itutorum pridiclorum, fed 
-nrinuc .1 tempore admilltontim fuarum refpedivarum ad offitium Capeilannrum (H-rpetitorum Hofpitalie 

pi.c.HcL hucufque extra Hofp:talc pmliftum vixerunt ct tefiderunt, ct eorum quilibet vixit et moiam fuam 
.1 X it. 

Idem i;;ir\:r Dominu .Vifitator, rationc ptwnilTorum, eofdem Johanncm Hooke, Johanncm Lamb, Nicholaum 
Duly ct Lyonel'um C'cv, et eo.um quemliliet, ab officio Caprilannium pcrpetii.irum, feu Capcll.mi pcrpctui, 
'. 'uf.ietn Hofpitalis amoyendns ct dcprivandos foic, fecuudum ordinationes et flatutH e iufdem Hofpitalis, pro- 
iiui.iavii , ipiolijuc ct queinlibet corum ab o flic 10 Capcllani pcipctui Hol|iita!i» pr*di6i arativit et depriravit. 
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Term 1609."} Sir Nathan's daughter Lady Sambrook died in Decern'^ xy<; ''rot 
1777, as mentioned by mi llake pp. 14]. 150*.) P. 155, 

F-* iiiia modo nec M'gifter nec Capeltanus pciyttnus ejnfilcm Hofpvtalis exifl^r, idemDominu. V it. -or 
It 'V ale prirdiflum dtflolujum ellc dc -lar ,-. it ; et Domine U. i'in i' in C rii In \ s-:\«i i rt Dmi n 1 hc- 
fauiario A^tli.T defuper cemficandum fore lecrcvit. Interim vein i>- 'mnr'ari? d-Jic diftis Johaani •?. 1 - 
In in et lacobo Raldcrftnn, ttl curam aeant d« tti!»t)iiJi,s ad Hof['in''_ | i'.t,brt.m pertincntih'is ac q i"> :i ., 'o 
cum clt captlla:. et eidtm quoquo modo pemr.. nmiiy, eis caml-m adi-.ibetc cm am dc til . tin ma ,ua • , ct 
omnia ct Itnpula munimenra, i\c pene* Rcgiftrum modo rcmancn*:;> ibidem, e^.ncc al'cr p; r ! ;:nn 
Ui-ginam ordinatum fueril, cultodiri julTu. Ita leflor, Ro. W I i.mei, Notarivv Puulicus." 

Remarks touching the Savoy. 

" T.ord Keeper difl'olvc*. by hi* Vifitatorial Power, a Royal foundation, 3 1 July, 170:; which was wrong, 
as mav be gucttcd by this : 

1. That he applied to the Parliament to get hit fentence confirmed ; which was nccdlcfi if the fentence 
Iiad been pond in law. When chat Bdl was brought into the Connom, where it pnifcd, T. alarmed Fowler 
Bifhop »f Glouccftcr, who exptfled 10 hold the Savoy ;« (smmitJam ; Fowler alarm* Lord Halifax hi^ fri gid j 
Halifax alarmed the Dukes of Somerset and Ormoiid, the Chancellors of the two Inivcrmici, w!ir. made 
head againft it ftrcnuouiiy ; infomuch that it was rejected with indignation, ami flurp w ,ids parLd about 
« fcnJing Wright to the Lions.' The fite was cut out into Wright Street, Nation Lane, \c. 

». The rcafon of the thing, and law» of our country, to encourage induflry, give a man entire power over 
his property. This property he may dilpolc of as \c plcafcs, provided fie dots not injure the Politv. 
Giving a property in alms it a moral ait: Gift ia btrpttvai ttttm*f)»os never reverts, becaufc the Giver 
cuts off all that claimed under him for ever. The gift is ever to defcend 10 Tonic ufr, and the local Haturcs 
only al'ctrtain the modus of the duty to which the icward is annexed. If people will nut do the duty in that 
manner the Donor defigned, put them out, add put others in that will. Local ftatutcs depend upon ciicum- 
flancts of Hie and Nmmt ; and are therefore variable. But beneficence, is of mttirific and antecedent worth— 
good in itlclf, and therefore not to be annihilated. For inftqnee, 

&ttel, mi Bfiicarnlua Scot, found* two Fellowfnipt in Oxford (Baliol College, I think) that they flWuM be 
maintained there ibme vcars, and then, /iJ/ data, to return into Scotland, and there become affcrtoi nf Lpif- 
copacv. In King William'* time, Epifcopacy was abolifhed bv law 111 Scotland. Suel's hcii » at law enter 
upon the eftate, becaufe tiie ufe» were incompatible. The College fled into Chaoeeiy : Loid Somcrs decreed 
the Eflate to the College. 

St. Katharine's by the Tower it a Royal Hofpital, or College (built by King Stephen, I think V Sir 
Jam«> Butler, the mailer, wax complained of for mis-fcazance. Lord Chancellor Somen, by his vi.iratona! 
power, \ifits, turns out Butler, fufpends the Brethren for a while, but he does not annihilate or dill'olvcj fur 
the Earl of Fcverlham wa» made Matter, and the Brcthicn rcftored by him. 

A Man took a fancy to a Tree, kept it fliorn and cropped, dies, and leaves the Poor of the Parifh fome 
Lands \shilc they trimmed the Tree and kept it in that foim he left it. The Heir at Law, vi 3 dark night, 
cuts down the Tree, and ejects the Tenant ; the Parifh fled in Chancers'. Lord Cowpcr decreed for the 
Parifh. That great Man diftinguifhed betwixt the whim and the virtue of the Ttllator. I lied it from his 
own mouth, when we were talking of the Sas'oy. 

The Sentence of DitTolution fays, " Et quia modo nec Magifter nec Capellanus ]>crpctuus cjufdem Hof- 
" pitalis cxiliit, idem Dominus Violator Hofpiralc prardi£tum didolutum ellc dcclaravit." 

Dr. Killigrcw, the laft Mailer, died in 1699 (in March, 1 think). This was July, 170s. The Vifitnt 
svas all this intermediate while Keeper of the Royal Conlcicnce and Privv Councilor. Whv did not he ad- 
■»ifl- King William and Queen Anne better ? If they omitted what was in their power (Til put ir foftly) (haK 
that tmiilfion be conftiucd to amount to a caufe of Diffolution > The King makes the Maflcr of Trinity Col- 



lege, Cambridge, and D«aa of Chtifl Church, Oxford.— No man will tln ik, that he'll put in no Head over 
Thole two Colleges, and then feiie on the Lands. A Courtier, in King Ed* ard IV's time, had a mind to ha\e 
the Lands belonging to the Bifhoprick of Durham ; that Uilhopnck was c\tinguifncd by Acl of Parliament, 
not by a Vifitatorial Power. 

Lord Cowpcr did not think the Sentence valid ; yet he thought the bed way to fct it ri^!,t was by Aft of 
Parliament, becaufc, fince the DilTuJution, ft vera] mifiakes might at lit, which a ntw- Law might rediel's at 
once i and accordingly dtfigncd to get fuch a Lasv. That Lord ordcixd T. to drass- up a nuv I'chcRie how 
che new Hofpital (hculd be modelled ; which T. did; and as to the main it was liked. 

When Lord Keeper Wiight dillolvtd the Hofpital, Mr. Robert Wilmer, Notary Public of the Cotimon-, 
a&ed as Rcgiftrar, and took the cuftmly of the Foundation-charter, Rental, &t. Winn Mr. Oakcr w-a* 
Gentleman to Lord Chancel lot Harcourt, he was (cut to Wilmer for thole papers, and had them. When 
.Lord Chancellor Harcouit was out, he re-delivered them 10 Mr. Oakcr. Mr. O. h:id all his light from T. 

N. B. Thofc pa pen arc to follow the Seal when fent for, they being property to 110 man." 

Mmwatidum. The above mentioned papers are copied from fome original papers, which at this time 
(Sept. 16, 1754) belongto Di. Richard Raw LINson \. At the back of them is the following Me- 
morandum in the Doctor's own hand-writing ; " Savoy— Aug. 1754. Received this Paper as a prelcnt 
from JohnLoCKER, Efq ; to meR.-f- R." 

* In iheGece»logy of Cleveland, under MrWi, add, " v Minks, bom Nov. 10, 1781;" and in p. 146, under Mo 
tit, resd, '« Three Ions, and loo dsogliten, died i.ilniis : lit z«, born 17S1, and fl.U Uyin^." 
t Dr. Rawliuum's M4S. are now {ijii) i» the Bwdlciin Library. 
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: 4 o APPENDIX TO HINCKLEY. 



P. 155. Mr. Wclftcd has feveral fongs in the " Mufical Mifccllany, 1729 
6 vols. 8vo. particularly in vol. I. p. 1 8. ** While in the bower, with beauty bleft, &c.' K 
and in vol. IV. p. 17. "The Genius;" which is highly commended by Mr. Hughes 
h two letters to Earl Cowptr. " It was written," he adds, *' by Mr. Weifted, a 
" gentUwan I have heard mentioned by Mr. Steele, as a promifing genius;" and the 
noble Earl fays, they are excellent vcrfes of an uncommon kind *." In another 
place Mr. Hughes calls him " a young man, whom Sir Richard Steele fome time: 
" ago profeffed to patronize and encourage, and ufed to recommend among his ac- 
" quaintance." He was a commillioner of the Lottery in 173 1. 

P. 156. I. 11. and 13. r. " Edmund ," and 1. 22, 23, r. " Henry, who fuc- 
" cecded him in all his honours, fince deccafed." 

P. 1 Sg. Dr. Blair's acknowledgements of obligation, in the firft edition, are 
not confined to the Earl of Bath; they are paid alio " to fome of the moil eminent 
" men of Great Britain, for rank, abilities, and learning." His fubferibers were 337. 

" I have tranferibed thefc paper* faithfully, and find upon enquiry that this Sentence ii of the hand-writing 
iif Robert Wiimcr. The laid Robert Wilmer was an Attorney and a Notary Public, who lived in Doc- 
tors Common «. The Remark* were written by Sir Natii. Lloyd, Knt. LL. D. at I am informed 
l>v perf»n< well acquainted with his hand-writing. — This learned and able Civilian became fellow of All 
Souls College, Oxford, in or about the year 1691, being then I.L. B. ; and taking hit degree of LL. D. June 
%o, 1696, wa» admitted an Advocate in Doflors Commons, the jiftof November, that year. On Lis ap-. 
pointment to the office of J ud g e Advocate, he wa« knighted j and became afterwards iki li 111 1_ 1 1" ft l! • i l u 1 1 in 
U nfl»w Cmnniun i, mi CommiiTary of Sumy. In 1710 he was defied Matter of Trinity Hall, upon the 
dc;itli of Gtortce Brarafton, LL. D.'and for fome time kept his abovenamcd Fcllowfltip with hi* Maflerfhip, 
which laft, together with all his other preferments, he voluntarily refigncti in 173s, when he retired to Rich- 
mond in Surrey, where he died, at the age of 70, March ?o, »74>. And. Coltee Ditcarei.." 

He lies buiitd in the Chapel of Trinity Hall (to which Houfc, as well at to All Souls College, he was a 
ronfidei able Bene fatW) ; « here a vei y haudlbme monument ii creeled to hii memory, with the following 
epitaph drawn up bv himfclf : 

" Ego Fui 
Nathamm. Lj.oyd Oflicialis Surri* 

Miles V LL. D. R. R. 

Filkis Anna; &c Georg. I. 

Riciiarm (tc Eliz.) Lloyd Advocatu* geneialis 

Militi> St LL. D. & 
Canccllaiii Dunrlm', Hujuf Collcsjii Cuftos , 

Jud. S. Cur. Admiralit' Aoglix, Quibus Muncribus 

Kt Decani dc Atcubus, Et fpontc celli. 

(In Ccrmilcrio S. Bencd. Fuilfc fat' 

D. Pault ad Ripas, I.a*> Dr> That fc» Uni. 

In Jcfii Kpiuphia funto vera ! 

t'ni doitnimtium Ementiii Nefus • 

Tujiutlo fupcrcniflo) Saccr eft locu< ; 

CccMa & Frattr F.xtri mtnlumtm. 

Rich ARni lUpciliitis, 1736" 
See Letter* of I'.tnincnt I'erfons, vol. I. Lett. LI. I. II. LIII. In the fame collection is a letter finni 
Mr. Weifted, dated fiom Ins office in the Tower, which he fectm to have then newly obtained, cxprcliive or 
:!k utinot giatitude to Bifhop Hoadh . 



Directions for placing the Plates. 

to face p. vi. 

ti 



I . Plsn of the Town, 
II. Hall Hovifi , the ancient Pi iorv 

III. North K.ll I rofpc« of the Clturch 

IV. Weft View of the Church 36 
V. GmtiiidPlin. Antiquities, &c. 3? 

VI. Fine carved e n. Monuments, fcc. 3" 
\lt \ an»us Ain.timtie* 69 



VIII. Specimen* of Natural Hiftory bi 
IX. Stoke Church «ij 
X. W) kin H ill, and Dadlincton Chapel io f 

The Gcnc\iloj;y of Clci\Ua:id 1 34 

XI. Portrait of Cleiveland ijt> 

XII. Aftruiuimical 1J if.jns 19; 

XIII. Portrait of SirNa-.han Wright aii, 
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